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THE 

PREFACE. 

At length comes into the world, the Firjl Vo" 
hime of the Hiftory of the Rebellio??, and Civil 
JVdrs ill Evglandy begun in the Year i041, unth 
; the precedent pajfages and a&ions that contri- 
t huted thereunto, and the happy End and Con- 
' chijion thereof by the Kings blejfed Rejlora-- 
tion, and Return, vpon the 2Qth of May in 
I the Year 1660 ; written by Edward Earl of 
Clarendon, once Lord High Chancellor of Eng- 
I land, and Chancellor of the famous Univer- 
i fity of Oxford. The firft of thefe great digni- 
f ties King Charles the Second had conferred 
i on him, whilft he was yet in banifliment wkh 
^ him ; which he held, after the Reftoration, above 
i ^ {even yearis, with the univerfal approbation of 
C the whole kingdom, and the general applaufe of 
\ all good men, for his juftice, integrity, found 
^ judgment, and eminent fufficiency in the dif- 
ii^ charge of that office ; a praife, which none of 
^ his enemies ever denied him, in any time. The 
other he received from the choice of the Uni- 
erfity, who, upon the vacancy of that place, by 
the death of the Marquis of Hertford, then Duke 
of Somerfet, judged they could not better mani- 
VOL.1.* b * feft 
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feft their fteadinefs in the caufe for which thej 
had fufiered^ and their refolutions of adhering 
to their old principles, in fupport of the Church 
of England, and the ancient monarchical go- 
vernment of this kingdom, than in choofing to 
place the prote6lion of their intereft in both 
under the care of one, who had fo early diftin- 
guifhed himfelf, even from the firft approaches 
of the civil war, in aflerting and maintaining 
the diftrefled rights of the Church and Crown. 

This Hiftory was iirft begun by the exprefe 
command of King Charles the Firft, who, hav- 
ing a defire that an account of the calamities, 
God was pleafed to infliA on the unhappy part 
of his reign, fliould be reported to pofterity by 
fome worthy, honeft, and knowing man, thought 
he could not appoint any one more adorned 
with luch qualifications, than this Author. 

It is a difficult province to write the hiftory 
of the civil wars of a great and powerful na- 
tion, where the King was engaged with one 
part of his fubje6ls againft the other, and both 
fides were fiifficiently inflamed : and the necefli- 
ty of fpeaking the truth of feveral great men, 
that were engaged in the quarrel on either fide, 
who may ftill have very confiderable relations, 
defcendcd from them, now alive, makes the talk 
invidious, as well as difficult. 

We are not ignorant that there are accounts, 
contained in this following Hiftory, of fome 
eminent perfons in thofe times, that do not 

agree 



THE PREFACE. r 

agree with the relations we have met with of 
the lame perfons, puhliihed in other authors. 
But, hefides that they who put forth this Hif- 
tory dare not take upon them to make any al- 
terations in a work of this kind, fplemnly left 
with them to be publifhed, whenever it ihould 
be publifhed, as it was delivered to them ; they 
cannot but think the world will generally be of 
opinion, that others may as likely have been 
miHaken in the grounds and informations they 
have gone upon, as our Author ; who will be 
efteemed to have had opportunities, equal at 
leaft with any others, of knowing the truth ; 
and, by the candour and impartiality of what he 
relates, may be believed not to have made any 
wilful miftakes. 

However, all things of this nature muft be 
fubmitted, as this is, with great deference to the 
judgment of the equal reader ; who will meet^ 
in his progrefs through this work, with many 
paHages, that, he will judge, may difoblige the 
pofterity of even well meaning men in thole 
days ; much more then of fuch as were crafty, 
cunning, and wicked enough to delign the mif- 
chiefs that enfued : but he Ihall meet with none 
of malice, nor any but fuch as the Author, upon 
his bed information, took to be impartially true. 
He could not be ignorant of the rules of a good 
hiftorian, (^which, Cicero fays, are fuch founda-- 
tions, that they are known to every body). That 
he Jhould not dare to /peak any faljehood ; and 

b 2 Jhould 
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Jhould dare to fpeah any truth. And we doubt 
not, but tbrough the whole progrefs of this 
Hiftory be will be found to have given no occa- 
fion of fufpediing bis writings guilty of partial 
favour y or unjufi enmity ; and we hope^ that the 
cepreienting the truth, without any mixture of 
private palfion or animofity, will be fo far from 
giving offence to any ingenuous man of this 
time, that it will be received rather as an in- 
ftrudion to the prefent age, than a reproach 
upon the laft. 

Moreover, the tendernefs that might feem 
due, out of charity, good manners, and good na^- 
ture, to our countrymen, our neighboui^s, or our 
relations, hath been indulged a long ipace of 
time ; and might poffibly be abufed, if it ihould 
not give way, at laft, to the ufefulnefe of making 
this work public, in an age, when {o many me- 
moirs, narratives, and pieces of hiftory come out, 
as it were, on purpofe to juflify the taking up 
arms againft that King, and to blacken, revile, 
and ridicule the facred Majefty of an anointed 
head in diftrefe ; and when fo much of the fenle 
of religion to God, and of allegiance and duty to 
the Crown, is fo defaced, that it is already, within 
little more than fifty years fince the murder com- 
mitted on that pious Prince, by fome men made 
a myftery to judge, on whofe fide was the right, 
and on which the Rebellion is to be charged. 

We hope therefore it will be judged neceflary 
as well as ufefulj that an impartial account of 

the 
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the moft material paffages of thofe unhappy- 
times Ihould at laft come out ; and that we fliall 
have the general approbation, for having con- 
tributed thus far to awaken men to that honefty, 
juftice, loyalty, and piety, which formerly Erig- 
lifhmen have been valuable for, and without 
which it is impoffible any government, discipline, 
or authority can be long maintained. 

There is no doubt, but this good King had 
ibme infirmities and imperfections : and might 
thereby be milled into.fome miftakes in govern- 
ment, which the nation, in Parliament repre- 
fented, might have ^pformed by moderate and 
peaceful counfels. But the reformation loft its 
name, and its nature too, when {6 many afts 
paffed by him in Parliament, that did reftrain the 
prerogative of the Crown from doing the mif- 
chiefs it had been taxed witfe, had not the effeA 
they ought to have met with, of reftraining the 
people too from farther demands ; and when the 
inordinate ambition, anger, and revenge of fome 
of the great leaders could not be limited within 
any bounds, till they had involved the nation in 
blood, deftroyed many thoufands of their own 
countrymen and fellow citizens, and brought at 
laft their own Sovereign to lofe his head on A 
fcaftbld, under a pretended form of an High 
Court of Juftice, unprecedented from the begin- 
ning of the world ; and, to finifli their work, 
had overthrown all the laws of their own coun- 
try, in the defence of which, they would have 

b3 had 
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had it thought, they had been obliged to dravr 
their fwords. 

Without queftion, every body that ihall duly 
confider the whole account of thefe tranfaiftions, 
will be able to impute miftakes, mifcarriages, and 
faults enough to both (ides : and we fhall leave 
them to their own fedate and compofed rcflec- 
tionis. But we cannot omit making this one 
obfervation, that where any king by ill judg- 
ment, or ill fortune, of his own, or thofe en- 
trufted by him in the chief adminiftration of his 
government, happens to fall into an intereft con- 
trary to that of his people, and will purfue that 
miftake, that prince muft have terrible confli(9:s 
in the courfe of his reign, which way foever the 
controverly ends. On the other hand, that peo- 
ple, who, though invaded and opprefled in their 
juft rights and liberties, (hall not reft fatisfied 
with reafonable reparations and fecurities, but, 
having got power into their hands, will make 
unjuftifiable ufe of it, to the utter fubver(ion of 
that government they are bound in duty and 
allegiance to fupport, do but .at laft make rods 
for their own 'backs, and very often bring upon 
themfelves, from other hands, a more fevere 
bondage than that they had (hook off. 

To demonftrate this general obfervation, let it 
be con(idered in particular, what was the ad- 
vantage this poor nation gained from all the 
vidories obtained over King Charles in the field, 
and, afterwards, in the imprifoning, and profe- 

cuting 
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cuting him to death : what amends did it make 
for the infringement and prejudice, they com- 
plained of, in their rights and liberties, to fet up 
the Protedor Cromwell, who, under a thoufand 
artifices and cruelties, intended no other re- 
formation, but, infiead of whips, to chaftife the 
poor people with fcorpions; and, inilcad of their 
idol Commonwealth, which fome had vainly 
imagined to thcmfelves, to midce himfelf that 
very hated thing, a Ejng, which had been fo 
abominable in his own fight ? And after him, 
what did all the other feveral forts of govern- 
ment, fet up fometimes to gratify the ambition 
of one party, and fometimes of another, end in, 
but fo many feveral ways of oppreflion ; which, 
after many years fpent in exhauiling the blood 
and treafiire of their country, at length made way 
for the happy reftoration of the fon and family 
of that King, (whom they had fo barbaroufly 
brought to an untimely end), with the utmoft 
fcorn and derifion of all that had pretended to 
rule in his ftead ? 

Here we might defcend into particulars, to 
make out the other part of our obfervation, by 
giving infiances, how fome of our own Kings 
have, unhappily, been led into very dangerous 
miftakes in their government ; and how many 
years have pafifed almofi: in one perpetual ftrife, 
and unfortunate contention between the Prince 
and the people, in points of the higheft confe- 
quence; and elpecially thofe, which have brought 

b4 the 
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the Prince, fometimes, under the dUkdvantageous 
fufpicioa of being inclined to the love of arbi- 
trary power, and favouring the Popifli religion ; 
than vsrhich the moft mortal enemies to the 
Crown of England cannot poflibly contrive, or 
wiih, more miferable circumftances for it to be 
involved in. But we are rather defirous to draw 
a veil over all the calamities, that have pro- 
ceeded from this caufe ; as well becaufe the im- 
preffions thofe miiiakes have made, and the 
marks they have left behind them, will not cafily 
be worn out ; as that it might look like inCulting 
over their misfortunes, who have been the chief 
lofers by them ; which we have in no kind 
the inclination or the heart to do: neither 
would we be thought to give countenance, by 
what we write, to the opinions of thofe, who 
would juftify the riiing up in arms of fubjedta, to 
do tbemfelves right in any controveriy between 
them 9^nd their Eang. 

Non haBC in foedera 

The nature of our excellent government hath 
provided, in the conftitution of it, other reme* 
dies, in a Parliamentary way ; wherein both the 
prerogative of the Crown and the rights of the 
people mgy be better fecured : and befides, we 
know to whom vengeance peculiarly belongs, 
and that he who challenges that power to him- 
felf will not fuffer it to be communicated to any 
other. 

But 
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fiat we &ould think our^Hves very foTtynate» 
if, in the refle(^on9 we have been making on 
thia fubjeft, we have reprefented the truth, on 
Both iides^ Math that fairnefs and impartiality, in 
the perplexed condition of our own afiairs, that 
all Princes may fee and judge, that it can never 
turn to their advantage, to be in an intereft con* 
trary to that of their people, nor to give their 
fubje^ts unreafonable provocationB. For (as in 
other cafes, where the laws both of God and 
man are too often broken, though v»y ftricft and 
politive, fo in this point too) the people may 
not always be retrained from attempting by 
force to do themfelves right, though they ought 
not. 

And we hope no lefs, that the people will be 
convinced, that it were wifer and better for 
them to obtain the redrefs of their grievances 
by fuch ways, as the ancient laws of this king- 
dom have provided : and that the conilitution of 
^ng. Lords, and Commons, is the happieft com- 
pofition of government in the world ; and fo 
fuited to the nature of Englifhmen generally, 
that though it be expelled for a time, yet it will 
return. 

We would therefore heartily wilh both for 
Prince and people, if either of them ihould be 
guilty of any irregular deviations from their own 
channels, that they who are injured would con- 
tent themfelves with gentle applications, and 
moderate remedies^ left the kft error be worfe 

than 
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than the firft: and above all, that whofoevcr majr 
have a thought of ruling in this land, may be 
throughly convinced in his own judgment, that 
it is a crown of briars and thorns that muft be 
iet on his head, without he can iatisfy all rea- 
fonable men, that it is his fixed principle and re- 
folution, inviolably to defend our religion, and 
preferve our laws. 

Upon the whole matter, we have often won- 
dered, and reft ftill amazed, that any Prince fhould 
care to govern a people againil their nature, their 
inclinations, and their laws. What glory can it 
be to a Prince of a great fpirit, to fubdue and 
break the hearts of his own fubjedb, with whom 
he fhould live properly as a (hepherd with his 
flock ? If two lovers, who ihould pafs their time 
in renewing, repeating, and returning all the of- 
fices of friendship, kindnefs, tendemefs, and love, 
were, inftead of that, unluckily contriving al- 
ways to croft, oppofe, and torment one another, 
what could be the e£Fe6t of fuch a converfation, 
but vexation and anguifh in the beginning, a fhort- 
lived correfpondence, and hatred and contempt 
in the conclufion ? 

Our conftitution is the main point ever to be ' 
regarded, which, God be praifed, hath been pre- 
ferved through fo many ages. For though there 
have been fome men often found, and of great 
parts too, who, for their private advantages, are 
aiding, fometimes the Monarch, and fometimes 
the party that would be a commonwealth, under 

fpecious 
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ipecious pretences for the public good, to exceed 
the limits the conftitution hath prefcribcd in this 
country ; yet the nation ftill finds, in all ages,, 
fbme truly public fpirits, that preferve it from be- 
ing long impofed upon. . Thei^ is a craft, and a 
perpetual fubtilty, that men of private intereft 
muft work with to fupport their own defigns : 
but the true intereft of the kingdom is the plain- 
eft thing in the world : it is what every body in 
England finds and feds, and knows to be right, 
and they are not long a finding it neither. This 
is that intereft, that is fupported non tarn fama^ 
quamfua vi ; its own weight ftill keeps it fteady 
againft all the ftorms that can be brought to beat 
upon it, either from the ignorance of ftrangers 
to our conftitution, or the violence of any, that 
projedt to themfelves wild notions of appealing 
to the jpeople out of Parliament, (a Parliament 
fitting), as it were to a fourth eftate of the realm ; 
and calling upon them to come and take their 
ihare in the direAion of the public and moft 
important confultations. This we conceive to 
be another way of undermining the ancient and 
true conftitution, but not like to be more ef- 
fedtual than fome others, that have been tried 
before; fince we have the experience that no 
violence, nor almoft ruin, hath, hitherto, hin- 
dered it from fettling again upon its old founda- 
tion. 

There hath been, within the compafs of few 
years, much talk, and^ God knows, too many ill 

efi^ds 
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cfieAs too, of fa<9:ions in this kingdom ; and Tre 
have lived, in our days, to fee the two great 
parties, of late known by the names of Whig 
and Tory, direcftly change their ground; and 
thofe, who were formerly the anti-courtiers, be- 
come as pliant and obfequious, as ever they were 
who had been the mpft found fault with on that 
fcore. But we are humbly of opinion, that, at 
this time of day, neither of thofe parties have the 
game in their hands, as they have formerly per- 
haps fancied to themielves. But they who fhali 
be fo honeft, and fo wife, conftantly to prefer the 
true intereft of England to that of any other 
country or people, preferve the religion and the 
laws, proteft and promote the trade of the na* 
tion, thriftily and providently adminiiler the 
public treafure, and ftudy to maintain the fo- 
vereignty of our feas, fo naturally, fo anciently, 
and fo juftly the true defence of this kingdom ; 
that body, whomfoever it Ihall be compofed of, 
ihall have the weight of England on its fide ; 
and if there can be any of another frame, they 
muft, in the end, prove fo many miferable rotten 
reeds. 

Well may other princes and ftates, whofe fitu- 
ation requires it for their own fecurity, find it 
their intereft, for the prefervation of their credit 
and reputation amongft their neighbours, to keep 
conftantly in pay great numbers of land forces : 
in which they are flill vying one with the other, 
and boafting who can raife his thoufands, and 

who 
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who his ten thoufands : hut they wHi be found 
but young ilatefinen for our government, who can 
think it adrifable/that the ibength of this ifland 
fhould be meafured by proportions fo unfuitable 
to its true glory and greatnefs* As well might 
David have thought it requifite, when he was to 
encounter the great giant of the FhUiilines, that 
he likewife mufl have had a ftaff to bis fpear like a 
weaver's beam. But that man after God's owa 
heart thought it more expedient to his advants^ 
over the enemy he was to contend with, to come, 
againil him with arms that he had tried, and that 
he covtld wield. When Saul armed him with, 
his own armour, and put an helmet of brafs on 
Jm heady and armed him with a coat of mail^ 
David himfelf lays. He could not go with thefe, 
for he had not proifed them. Which, makes us a 
little refle& on the circumftances of our own 
nation, that, whereas the fleet of England hath 
been renowned, throi^ fo many ages, for the- 
honour and fecuri^ of this kingdom, in theie. 
latter days, by an unaccountable improvidence, 
our care has been more indufiriouily applied to 
the railing great numbers of land forces, than in 
maintaining and fiipporting the glorious ancieat 
bulwarks of our country ; and when we have to do 
with an enemy, whom we fo far excel in ibength. 
at fea, that, with a little more than ordinary ap* 
plication, we might hope to reftrain his exorbi-r 
tant power by our naval expeditions, we haye 
employed our greateii induiby, and a vaft ex- 
pence. 



xvl THE PREFACE. 

pence^ to attack him by land in that part, where, 
by the ftrength of his numerous garrifons, he 
mufl be, for many years, at leaH, invulnerable. 

But it is to be hoped the great allies thcm«- 
felves, to whom, we doubt not, the Englifh na- 
tion wifhes all happinefs and profperity, as being 
bound up with them in the lame intereft, will at 
laft be feniible, that this kingdom cannot be ufe- 
ful to the common caufe in any other way, fo 
much as at fea. The iituation of this country 
adapts it for advantages by fea : the trade of it 
enables it to go on with a war by fea : and nei- 
ther of them can long bear a great expence of a 
war in a foreign land : the experience of former 
fuccefles at fea makes the nation ever fond of 
employing its vigour there : and the perpetual 
jealouiy that, fome time or other, endeavours 
may be u(ed, by the increale of land forces, to 
advance another greatnefs, and another intereft, 
will fix the genius of the nation ftill to depend on 
its greatnefs, and its fecurity by fea. 

Suadere Prindpi quodoporteat, magni laboris; 
qffentatio erga Principem quemcunqueJineiiffeSu 
pcragitur, was a laying of Tacitus, and one of 
thofe that is perpetually verified. For we fee, in 
all times, how compliance and flattery gets the 
better of honefty and plain dealing. All men 
indeed love beft thofe that difpute not with 
them ; a misfortune; whilft it is amongft private 
perfoDS, that is not fo much taken notice of; 
but it becomes remarkable, and grows a public 

calamity. 
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calamity, when this uncomely obfequioufnefs is 
pra<9:ifed towards great Princes, who are apt to 
miilake it for duty, and to prefer it before fuch 
advice as is really good for their fervice ; at leaft 
till the folly and vanity of fuch proceedings 
comes to be feen through ; and then the reward 
of their unfeafonable courtlhip frequently over* 
takes the miferable authors, though the difcovery 
come too late to preferve from ruin the matter, 
virho hath been deluded. 

An eminent poet of our own nation calls this 
flattery the food of fools ; and yet it is a plant fo 
guarded and fenced about, fo cherifhed and pre-* 
ferved in all courts, that it never fails of bringing 
forth much wretched fruit ; and will ever do fo, 
till God Almighty Ihall fend fuch a difcerning 
fpirit into the hearts of Princes, as may enable 
them to diftinguilh between thofe that ferve to 
obtain their own ends, and thofe who have 
only in their view the true intereft and honour 
of their mailers ; and to punifli, inltead of en- 
couraging, thofe bold corrupters of all right 
judgment, juftice, honefty, and truth. 

If at any time it might be hoped this dan- 
gerous generation of men fhould be difcounte- 
nanced, one might be allowed to look for it in 
an age, when a revolution' hath been thought 
neceflary to make a reformation : for where the 
foundations of the earth were taken to be out of 
courfe, more fteadinefs^ a ftrider virtue, and a 

more 
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more unbkmeable adminiftration will be expe^i 
ed to come in the room of it. 

If Princes would bear it, it would be an ac 
vantage to them, as well as happinefs to the: 
fubjefts, to hear plain and bold truths, when dt 
livered with duty, and decency, and privacy 
from their faithful fervants, in their own life 
time ; whilft they might yet redrefs and correcS 
any miftakes of their judgment, or will. Bui 
becaufe they generally defend themfelvcs from 
thofe approaches by their greatnefs, and the awe 
they ufually ftrike on thofe that come near them, 
the next beft way to incline them to refledt duly 
upon themfelves, is to get them to read the me- 
morials of times paft : where they will fee how 
thofe who have once governed the world are 
treated, when they are dead and gone ; and that 
it is the privilege and practice of all prefent ages, 
to fpeak without reftraint of thofe that are part : 
as, we may be confident, the next that comes 
after this we live in, will not forget to put- their 
ilamp, and their cenfure, on what they Ihall 
judge good. Or bad, in any part of it. And this 
truth will be allowed in all times, that a great 
King, who is known to govern in his own per- 
fon, who is not managed by his minifters, but 
does himfelf give the direction, the life, and de- 
termination to all his commands, as he ought to 
have the glory, and the merit of his conduft and 
Ikill, brought to his own account without a ri^'al, 

fo 
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II be apd io he will have the misfortune of having the er- 
rors of his reign^ if anj there be^ imputed like- 
I be an li wife to himfelf. 

sfs to k We have been led, from one fiep to another^ 
, \Ybeni farther than the fcope of a Preface to this Hif- 
d prim t^^ might propeiij have drawn lis, were it not 
ovrn lif^ *^^* ^^ obfervation of the mifcarriages in former 
id cord tiroes, continued down by decrees, as we con- 
ill, h ^^ve, from the like miiiake, and the like root 
ves fm ^ animofity and diicontent, had engaged us to 
^^ 2TW «iake fome remarks on the moll eminent of them, 
ir them -^^ *^ ^y them together in one view, for every 
,/j joiy man's calm judgment and animadverfion, as the 
he mt' ^^^ means, in our opinion, to prevent any fuch 
i^^ for the future. Which makes us hope the 
y ^^ ^reader will nxrt be offended with fome excurfions, 
1 A^ upon publi&ing fuch a woi^, that hath fo much 

^^ of information and inftra<9:ion in k, that it muft 

ages, ' 

nail' ^™i^ to every one great variety of reflexions ; 

^ and, amongft others, the obfervation of this par- 

r Y ticular, and almoft continual misfortune to all 

, ,1 Frinoes, who are e^pt to think that, out of the 

, . great iiumb^s of their lubjiefts, and the crowd 

. of theit 45owrtierA mid flatterers, they can never 

wafit a foppfy of j»ft and faithful fervants; which 

asud^es them fo little value, and fo often throw 

awa}^, thcTtf b^ and afeleft minifters; whereas 

there i» iii tSWtb nothing fo difficult for a Princd, 

as^ to find a good> honeft, juli, well tempered, 

and impartial fervant ; and it is almofl impofli- 

ble to prefen^e him long. For whofoever comes 

VOL. I. c to 



XX THE PREFACE. 

to the yoke of true painful drudgery in his mai 
ter's fervice, from that moment creates to him 
felf fo many induftrious enemies, as he cannot 
gratify in all their fcveral wild pretenfions, t< 
difplace and deliroy him. So that fuch a man^ 
ilation muft be extreme ilippery, and his favoui 
oftentimes Ihort-lived, whofe whole time being 
taken up in promoting the folid greatnefs of his 
mailer, and the good of his country, he cannot 
have leifure to take care of himfelf. For whilft 
he is watching the enemies of the flate, and lay- 
ing foundations for the happinefs of future times, 
as well as for the lecurity of the prelent, and 
looking after all the parts of the adminiflration ; 
that the religion of the land may be reverenced ; 
the juilice of the nation unblemiihed ; the re- 
venues of the Crown carefully and honeiUy col- 
ledted, and diflributed with an equal hand of ge- 
nerofity and good huibandry, according to the 
feveral occaiions that may require either ; how 
can fuch a miniiler be watching the iecret ma- 
chinations of the enviers and underminers of his 
credit and honefty? And therefore he may be 
fotgiven^ if, being confcious to himfelf of his 
own int^rity towards the public, he contemns 
the little arts of ill deiigning men ; by which 
however, from the firfl hour of his entering into 
the fervice of his matter, he is continiially pur- 
fued, till he is at length hunted down, and un- 
avoidably deitroyed at Court. 
We do not intend here to write the particu- 
lars 
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n his nil ^^^^ ^^ *^^ ^^^^ ^^ *^^^ Author ; but we may fay 

js to Iiii! ^'^ fl^ort, that fuch a figure as is here defcribed of 

he canw ^ great and fuperior minifter, and, in fome de- 

nfions t ^^^^ ^^ ^ favourite too, this excellent man made, 

b a man ^^^ about two years after the reftoration of the 

lis fewB ^^S ^^ mailer, who, during that time, relied 

beii! entirely on his advice and condudt. There were 

"fsofi ^^^^^ fome other great and wife men, whom 

caDiKi ^^ ^"g> f^r fome coniiderable time, confulted 

ij in his weightieft affairs. There was the Earl of 

andlaT Southampton, then Lord High Treafurer of Eng- 

^ ' land, with whom our Author had always an en- 

I tire and fad friendfhip, and whom all men, that 

'^ knew him, honoured for his great abilities, and 

1 eminent integrity. There was the Duke of Al- 

- ^ bemarle, then Lord General, who had the ho- 

. I nour and good fortune of bringing moft things, 

•^. and men, at that time to bear together, for the 

^. relloration of that King, and the royal family to 

the feat of their ancellors. There was the then 

Marquis of Ormond, foon after his Majefty^s re* 

turn made Lord Steward of the Houfehold, and 



hoff 
. Lord Lieutenant of Ireland ; who had not only 

jr- 



j- 



foUowed, but even graced his mafter s fortunes, 
in all the time of his exile, with the attendance 
of fb eminent and meritorious a fubjed: ; who 
had often ventured his perfon, and loft all his 
large eftate in the fteady purfuit of loyalty and 
duty to the Crown, and zeal for the true reli- 
gion. There was the Earl of Sandwich, who 
had, when Admiral, and General at iea, to his 

c 2 Ihare 
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Ihare the glorious part- of bringing the fleet of 
England, and the body of the Englifh ieamen, to 
concur in the King's refloration ; and had, before 
that time, been very meritorious towards his Ma- 
jeily, as is mentioned at large in the enfuing 
parts of this Hiftory, Thefe were the principal ; 
and belides thefe, there was one more, who, 
though in a different rank, was admitted, at that 
time, into the moft intimate truft and confidence, 
old Secretary Nicholas ; who had ferved his two 
mailers. King Charles the flrll andfecond, with 
fo much faithfulnefs and integrity, as to be juftly 
entitled to a part in the moil: important adminif- 
tration. But, without the leaft deiign of detradl-^ 
ing from the credit or intereft of thefe great and 
honourable perfons, we may truly ^acy, our Au- 
thor had the preference of them all in the King's 
favour and efteem ; and by his prudence, know- 
ledge, and experience, in which he fhared with 
the othei*s, and his inde&tigable labour and pains, 
wherein, it is moft certain, they did not ihare 
with him, he had the happinefs, without their 
envy, and with their concurrence, to have the 
greateft fliare in difpofing the minds of the peo- 
ple, and the Bang too, to agree then on fuch 
meafures in Parliament, as laid the foundation of 
that peace, plenty, and prosperity this nation 
hath enjoyed fince. 

He had the happinefs to have the greateft ihare 
in preferving the conftitution of our government 
entire, when the then prefent temper of the peo-. 

pie 
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pie Was but too ready to have gone into any un- 
due compliance with the Crown. 

He had the happinefs, amongft feveral other 
good a<fls of Parliament, to have the greateft 
fliare in compaffing and perfecting the a6l of 
Oblivion and Indemnity ; the aft for confirming 
Judicial Proceedings; and the aft: of Uniformity ; 
by which the people of England were quieted in 
their minds, and fettled in their poffeffions ; and 
the Church of England redeemed from the op- 
preffions it had lain under, and efiabliihed and 
fet up by the law of the land, as it was alfo by 
our blefled Saviour s promife to all thofe that 
ferve him in holinefs and truth, on that Rock, 
againft which the gates of hell were not to pre- 
vail. This is that Church, which defires to have 
her doftrine imderftood, as well as obeyed ; and 
which depends on the infallibility of Scripture 
for her guide ; but never could be drawn to al- 
low - it to any mortal men, whether in a fingle 
perfon, or a greater number ; and which, of all 
the Churches in the world, does moft rationally 
inform her members in the praftice of pure re- 
ligion and undefiled towards God, with decency 
in worlhip, without afteftation, fuperftition, or 
oftentation; and obedience to the King, with 
due regard to the conftitution and the laws of 
the land. By God's bleffing on thefe means, 
our Author had the happinefs to leave lafting 
monuments of his judgment and his piety ; of 

c 3 his 
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his loyalty to his Prince, and his entire love to 
hig country. 

It was during the miniftry of this perfon, and 
whilft he was in his greateft credit, that memo- 
rable expreflion was uled, in one of King Charles 
the Second's fpeeches to both Houfes: That in all 
his deliberations and aAions, his principal con- 
iideration Ihould be. What wdll a Parliament think 
of tbem ? 

Every body then knew, by w^hofe advice that 
King was inclined to make that wife declara- 
tion. And certainly it had been happy for him, 
if he had always praAifed it ; and all Eng- 
land hath reafon to wifli, that all minifters had 
continued, to this day, to give the like whole- 
fome counfel. 

Hie tthi erunt arfeSy 

faid oiir Author, to a King of England : Keep 
always well with your ParUaments. Let no 
vain whimfey of the example of other countries, 
but utterly impraAicable in this, delude you. 
Keep always in the true intereft of the nation ; 
and a King of England is the greateft and hap- 
pieft Prince in the world. 

IIow this perfon came firft to leffen in his 
credit, and afterguards, in the Ipace of about five 
years, to fall quite out of that King's favour, to 
be dilgraced, as the language at Court is, and 
baniftied, muft be a little touched ; and we ihall 

make 
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make an end. They who were then moft con- 
cerned in his misfortunes^ and felt the moft ien* 
iible ftrokes of his Majefty*8 difpleaiure in their 
family, have it not in their hearts to lay any 
thing hard at the door of that King, once a moft 
gracious and indulgent mafter to our Author, 
and who was certainly not of a difpoiition to do 
harfli things to any body ; and who, as we have 
reafon to believe, out of the fenfe of unkind 
iifage to the father, did afterwards, by his own 
fiogular goodnefs and favour, much againft the 
mind of fome in credit with him, draw his 
two fons, who yet furvive, into a very great de- 
gree of truft and confidence near him ; and par- 
ticularly beftowed on the fecond extraordinary 
marks of honour and bounty, that are to defcend 
to his pofterity. 

We take them both to be men of fo much 
piety to their father, and fo much fpirit in them- 
felves, that th^ would by no means be bribed 
to omit any thing upon this occafion, that might 
be of ufe or advantage to the honour of one 
they owe fo much duty to ; if they could con- 
ceive, that there was need, at this time of day, 
to contribute to the juftification of his inno- 
cency. The world hath lafted long enough, 
fmce the misfortunes of this honourable perfon, 
to be throughly convinced, that there was no- 
thing in all thofe articles exhibited againft him 
in Parliament, that did in the leaft touch or 
concern him. One of his fons, then of the 

c 4 Houfq 
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Houie of Commons, offered in that Hovie, that • 
if they who accufed him would but take the 
pains to prove to the Houle any one of the 
articles, and take which they would> if they 
made out but any one of them all, himfelf, and 
all his friends, would acknowledge him guilty of • 
aU. 

But there is no need now of the vindication 
of fuch a man, whom every body, in their con- 
fciences, do not only acquit of any crime, but 
all good men fpeak of with honour; and who 
iUll lives in the opinion of all true Engliih- 
men, in as high a reputation as any man to this 
day. 

Yet, although we intend to decline all manner 
of reflexion on the memory of that King, wc 
may be allowed to fay, that that excellently well 
naturcd Prince, who did very few ill natured 
things in bis reign, was prevailed upon, in this 
cafe, not only to put out of his fervice one of 
the moll faithful and ancient fervants then alive 
to his father, or himfelf, (which is not to be fo 
much complained of; for it would be a hard tie 
indeed for a Prince to be, as it were, married to 
his fervants for better, for worfe), hot to confent 
to an adl of Parliament, that obliged this bis 
poor fervant to end his days in baniihment, with 
old age and infirmities to attend him : this might 
be thought a little hard'-hearted to inflid: upon a 
man, who had the honour and happinefs, in 
the more vigorous part of his life, to have led 

the 
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the King himfelf through his own exile, with 
credit and dignity, and in more honour and repu- 
tation, than uiiially attends^ unfortunate Princes, 
that are deprived of their own dominionij; arid 
at laft, in the fulnefs of God's own time, had the 
happinefs to have fo cohfiderable a fhare in the 
oondu<% of his refioration. For it was by this- 
Author principally, that the continual corre- 
fpondence was kept up with the loyal party in 
England, in order to cultivate good thoughts of 
his Majefty in the minds of his people, and ta 
bring th^m, in fome fort, acquainted with his 
temper and diipoiition, before they could know 
his peribn. This Author likewiie framed, dif-* 
poial, and drew thofe letters and declarations 
from !^eda, which had fo wonderful an efied all 
over England, and were fo generally approved 
here, that they were, almoii all, turned into ads 
of Pariiament. 

Many perhaps may not unreafonably believe, 
that the marriage of the then Duke of York with 
the daughter of thiis Author might have been 
one great occaiion, if not the foundation, cf his 
fall ; and though it be moft undoubtedly true, 
that this very unequal alliance was brought to 
pafi entirely without the knowledge or privity 
of this Author, but fo much the contrary, that 
when the King, at that time, made him more 
than ordinary expreffions of his grace to him, 
with affurances that this accident fhould not 
leflen the efteem and favour his Majefty had for 

him; 
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him ; yet his own good judgment made him 
immediately fenfible, and declare it too, to 
thofe he was intimate with, that this muft cer- 
tainly be the occafion of the diminution of his 
credit. 

The continual dropping of water does not 
more infallibly make an hollow in a ilone, than 
the perpetual whifpers of ill men muft make 
imprefliop in the heart of any Prince, that will 
always lie open to hear them ; nor can any 
man's mind be fufBciently guarded from the 
influence of continued calumny and backbiting. 

When the Duke of York had made this mar- 
riage, it was not unnatural to thofe ill-minded 
men to fu^eft, that, for the time to come, that 
minifter would be contriving advantages for the 
good of his own pofterity, to the prejudice of his 
Sovereign and Mafter. What their wickednefs, 
poffibly, would have allowed them to praftife, 
was ground enough to them for an accuiation of 
his innocency. 

It was true, that the Duke of York was be- 
come the Chancellor's fon in law ; and therefore 
they hoped to be beUeved, when they faid, that 
to latisfy his ambition, he w^ould forfeit his in- 
tegrity ; which, God knows, was not true. 

Thus what Tacitus obferves, in the time of 
Tiberius, of Granius Marcellus, who was in- 
formed againft to have fpoken ill words of that 
Emperor, was here, in fome fort, verified on our 
Author : 
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inevttabile crimen, fays Tacitus concerning 
thofe words, nam, quia vera erant, etiam diRa 
credebantur. 

The alliance was undeniable ; there were chil- 
dren bom of it ; and the King- was not bleffed 
with any from his marriage. An inevitable 
crime laid on our Author. For, becaufe it was 
true, that there were children from one mar- 
riage, and not from the other, it was fuggefted, 
that both marriages had been fo contrived by 
the Chancellor : though the King knew very 
w^ell, that his own marriage had not been firft 
projeded or propofed by this Author ; and that 
he had often told his Majefty, what fufpicions 
there were in the world, that that great and vir- 
tuous Princefs might prove unfruitful. 

Another inevitable misfortune, which was 
then laid as a crime too on our Author, was a 
report very falfely but very induftrioufly fpread 
abroad, that firft begat a coldnefs, and, by de- 
grees, very much difinclined a great many of 
the royal party to him ; a report, that he ihould 
have inftilled into the King's mind a principle, 
that he muft prefer his enemies, and advance 
them, to gain them to be his friends ; and for 
his old friends, it was no matter how he ufed 
them, for they would be fo ftill. To which very 
icandalous mifreprefentation we muft give this 
true anfwer : 

It fell out indeed, that every man's expeda- 
tion, that had laboured all the heat of the day in 

the 
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the vineyard, who had received vp^ounds in their 
perfons in the day of battle, or fu&ied in their 
fortunes or liberties, for the prefervation of a 
good coTifcience during the ufurpation of tyranny 
and anarchy, was not, and^ alas ! could not be 
recompenfed immediately according to their me* 
rit, or the hopes they had entertained : and be- 
cauie it was true that they w»e difappointed, it 
was believed by fome of them, that our Author, 
being minifter at that time, had inftilled this 
damnable doiftrine and pofition^ that it was no 
matter how the King ufed his old friends : and 
becauie it was true that they were not conli- 
dercd as they deferved, it muft be believed, as 
they would have it, that he was the author of 
that advice. 

It was true that the King, who was fo won- 
derfully reftorcd with all that glory and peace, 
more perhaps upon the confidence of his de- 
clarations and promifes from Breda, than any 
other human means, and who had thought it 
neceflary to recommend, in his moft gracious 
fpeech to both Houfes, upon the palling the AA 
of Indemnity, that all marks of diftindion and 
divifion amongft his fubjed:s ihould be for ever 
buried and forgotten, did not think it for his 
honour, and true intereft, to reign over a party 
only of his fubje<fts ; and therefore, immediately 
after his reftoration, in order to the fettlement of 
his court and family, the then Earl of Man- 
chefter, whofe part every body remembered to 

have 
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have been very eminent, in the time of the Re- 
bellion, againft King Charles the Firfl, but who 
had indttfbiouilj applied himfelf ieveral years to 
the King, to make rq)arat]on for hia former er-* 
roTS^ and had been confiderably ferviceable to 
him in &veral occafioHS, was booooned with the 
office of Lord Chamberlain of the Houiehold ; to 
let the kingdom fee, how the King himielf be^ 
gan with praAifing what he exhorted his fub- 
je6b to, that admirable art of forgetfulnefi^ 
when be put fuch a peribn into &) eminent a 
fiation in the government, near his own perfon. 
And it was certainly of advantage to the King, 
in the b^inning of his Settlement here, as well 
as a mark of jufidce in his natm^, to let his fub-* 
je6b know and feel, that every one of them 
might capacitate himfelf, by his future beha-< 
viour, for any digniiy and preferment. 

But it could never be in the heart of a n^an, 
who had been all along on the fuffering fide, to 
do his own party fo bafe an office with the 
King, ast this falie report did infinuate. He 
might be of opinion that the fatted calf was to 
be killed, for the entertainment of the Prodigal 
Son, whenever he returned; that there might be 
no diftindion of parties kept up amongfl us : but 
he could never foiget the birthright of the eldeft 
Ibn, who had ferved the King fo many years, 
and had not at any time tranfgreiTed his com- 
mandment, and fo well deferved that praiie, and 
that reward. Son, thou art ever with me, and all 

that 
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that I have is thine. And yet this calumny, falfc 
as it was, was another inevitable crime, or at 
leaft misfortune. For without that opinion, 
which fome of the royal party had fucked in, 
that the Chancellor had abandoned their interr- 
ed, it bad been impolfible to have engaged a 
majority in that Parliament, to have confented 
to that ad of banifhment 

God forgive the inventors and contrivers of 
that foul calumny ! But, by his almighty Provi- 
dence, who from heaven reveals fecrets^ it was 
not long before that party was difabufed. For, 
though the Chancellor for fome time bore the 
blame, that they had not been more coniidered, 
it was quickly found, that it was not from him, 
but from the miflaken politics of the new ftatef- 
men, that they were defigned to be neglefted. 
Nor did they at all find themfelves more taken 
notice of, after his removal ; nor have the feveral 
other parties in the kingdom, that have been 
cherifhed and countenanced in oppofition to 
this, much declined, as we conceive, to this 
day. 

But after all, we are humbly of opinion, that 
it wa;s neither of thefe above-mentioned una- 
voidable misfortunes, nor both together, that 
gave the fatal and laft decifive blow to the for- 
tune of this good man. The King had too good 
a judgment, and was too well natured, to have 
been impofed upon barely by fuch attacks as 
thefe ; which he knew very well himfelf, as to 

our 
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our Author*s guilt in them, were frivolous and 
unjuft. 

But there are always in courts fecret engines^ 
that a<%ually confummate the mifchiefs, that 
others, in a more public way, have been long ia 
bringing to pafs: and in this cafe there were 
two principal ones : 

The one, the intereft of fome of the zealots of 
the Fopilh party, who knew this minifler had 
too much credit in the nation, though he 
ihould lofe it with the King, to fufier the pro^ 
jefts, they perpetually had of propagating their 
religion, to take efied, whilft he fhould be in 
the kingdom : 

The other, the fadion of the ladies, too pre- 
valent at that time with the King, who were 
afraid of fuch a man*s being near him, as duril 
talk to him, as he had feveral times taken the 
liberty to do, of the icandal of their Uves, and 
reprove both the matter and the miflrefles, for 
their public unlawful converiations. 

Thus thefe two interefts, joining their forces, 
were fo powerful, that there was no refifting 
them, by a man, who could not make court to 
either. And fo he fell a facrifice to the ambi- 
tion and malice of all forts of enemies, who 
were deiirous of getting new places to them- 
fdves in the Court, and of trying new invent 
tions in the State. 

And yet it is to be obferved, that that King, 
who was, almoll all his reign, ever labouring, with 

much 
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muckpains^ ta get a little eafc, which he might 
perhaps have attained with lefs trouble^ and^ no 
doubt, hoped, by getting rid of this cid impor- 
tunate counfellor, to terrify any man from pre* 
fuming afterwards to tell him inch bold troths^ 
liad icarce ever after any ferenity in his whole 
reign : but thofe very women, or others in their 
places, and the.£iidions be himielf had given 
countenance to, giew too hard for him, and 
tore him almo& to pieces, ibmetimes in the fa^- 
vouring of one party, and fometimes of another, 
without fieadinefs of his own, or confidence 
enough in any of his ierrants, to guide hini 
through thoie perplexities, that could not have 
been brou^^ xxpon him, but by his own oon* 
&nt 

We dare lay, there were fome hours in his 
]ile, that he wiihed he had had his old Chan- 
cellor again ; who, he knew, was a more jkilful 
pilot than any of liis new ibttefmea: 

( — Tempiis erit^ magna cum opaverii emptwn 
IntaChmCf 

And that be had not, by his toQ much eagemefs 
to get nd of one cdd ierrant, given too g^eat 
an handle to have new meafures and new Conn- 
ie fo often impo&d upon him, throughout the 
whole remaining part of his life. 

Thus we have finiihed our Frefiu^e, wlaoch wte 
thought incumbent on us to make, who had 
Mved to be acquainted with this Authw, and to 

have 
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have known his merit, that it might attend the 
publifhing this Hiftory, to give the prefent age 
feme information of the character of him they 
are to read. And as we defired to perform it 
with relpedt to his memory, fo we hope we 
have not exceeded the bounds of truth and mo- 
deAy, which he himfelf would have taken un- 
kindly from thofe that are doing this office to 
him. Whatever misfortunes he might have in 
his life ; whatever enemies he might have had ; 
or whatever errors he might have committed, 
(which few men in his high ftations efcape quite 
clear of), we prefume to think he deferves, 
from aH impartial men, the praife of an honeft, 
juft, and abJe fervant to the Church and Crown, 
and to be ranked amongft the great and good 
minifters of Hate. 

And now we will conclude all, with a thankf- 
giving to God in Saint Luke, Glory be to God on 
Jngh, and on earth peace, good will towards 
men. 

For God*s name ought ever to be glorified in 
all his difpenlations ; whether they be attended 
with the profperities or adverfities of this pre- 
fent world. We (peak it knowingly, that oup 
noble Author did fo throughout the courfe of 
his misfortunes, and that he did adore and mag- 
nify God*s holy name, for all his mercies fo 
plentifully bellowed upon him ; and particularly 
for giving him the courage and virtue conftantly 

VOL, I. d to 
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to a6t and fufifer honourably through all the 
confiderable employments of his life ; and, more 
efpecially, to endeavour to keep things even be- 
tween the King and the people, (the everlaiting 
labour of a faithful fervant), rather than advance 
his own favour, by unreafonably advancing the 
prerogative on the one hand, or his credit, by 
courting the popular intereft, on the other; 
which we heartily wifh all men, in the bigheft 
authority under a King of England, may ever 
remember to praclife. 

And whoever are acquainted with the foris of 
this noble Author, muft do them this juftice to 
own, they have often declared, that they have 
found themfelves as well the better Chriilians^ 
as the better men, for the affliAed as well as 
profperous parts of their father's hfe; which 
hath taught them, to be the lefs furprifed with 
the various turns they have met with in the 
courfe of their own. With Saint Paul, they 
liave learnt to know how to he exalted, and how 
to be abafed. This as Chriftians : and with Ho- 
race, who attributes more to fortune, they have 
learnt to have always in their minds, 

Latido manentem : Ji celeres quatit 
PermaSj refigno qtue dedlt. 

And having thus glorified God on high, that 
they may do all in them lies, towards promoting 
peace on earth, they do very heartily declare 

and 
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and profefs good will towards all men ; and bear 
no unkindnefs to any that were the contrivers 
of the undeferved misfortunes of their noble 
father. 
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Deut. iv, 7, 8, 9. 

tor what nation is there fo great, ^mbo'balb'Gtfd'fc nigb unto 
ibem, as the Lord our God is jyi.all:iliings tBtti,-^e Jcail upon, 
him for P •./:.••.' ' • /;'/:•].- \ 

And what nation is there fo greaf^ that hath Jlatutesl ^rtijudg^ 
ments fo righteous as allihis law, which I fot before^ you this 
day? 

Only take heed to tbyfolf, and le'cp thy foul diligently, h^fl tbvu 
forget the things lOHcb ttin^'eyes have foen^ * * •• 



1 HAT pofterity may not" be deceived, by the pro- The Preface 
fperous wickednefs of thofe times af which I write^ihor/ 
into aa opinion, that nothing lefs than a general com- 
bination, and univerfal apoftafy in the whole nation 
from their religion and allegiance, could, in fo fhort 
a time, have produced fuch a total and prodigious al- 
teration and confiifion over the whole kingdom ; and 
that the memory of thofe, who, out of duty and con- 
fcicnce, have oppofed that torrent, which did over- ^ 
whelm them, may not lofc the recompenfe due to 
their virtue ^ but, having undergone the injuries and 
VOL. I. B re- 
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reproaches of this, may find a vindication in a better 
age ; it will not be unufeful, for the information of 
the judgment and confcience of men, to prefent to 
the world a foil and clear narration of the grounds, 
circumftances, and artifices of this Rebellion : not 
only from the time fince the flame hath been vifible 
in a civil war, but, looking farther back, from thofe 
former pafiages and accidents, by which the feed- 
plots were made and framed, from whence thofe mif- 
chiefs have fucceflively grown to the height they have 
fince arrived at. 

And in this enfuing Hiftory, though the hand and 
judgment of God will be very vifible, in infatuating a 
people (as ripe and prepared for defl:ru(ftion) into all 
the perverfe iSfidnX'of. folly and madnefs, making the 
weak ,tq^CDnt^ibute iq .the -defigns of the wicked, and 
fufficih^/cven \hofe;\l^y.^e^ees, out of a confcience 
of 'their, guilt, to grow- rfiore*. wicked than they in- 
tCTided.to be ; letting the wife *to be impofed upon by 
nxeftiiif, fmall imderfl:andin^3cai(d permitting the inno- 
certS.*Ifo\be poflefled wit'k'laiinefs and fleep in the 
moftT'ftible article of dangcK;* uniting the ill, though 
of thi^ha^ft-'difFerehi. opfpipns, oppofite interefl:s, and 
difirant 'a!A^(!^ons, in.' a' 'firm and conftant league of 
mifchicfs; ahd-dividing thofe, whofe opinions and in- 
terefts are the fame, into fadtion and emulation, more 
pernicious to the public than the treafon of the 
others: whilft the poor people, under pretence of zeal 
to religion, law, liberty, and parliaments, (words of 
precious efteem in their jufl: fighifi'cation) arc fo- 
rioufly hurried into adlions introducing atheifm, and 
diflblving all the elements of Chrifl-ian religion ; can- 
celling all obligations, and defiiroying all foundations 
of law and liberty; and rendering, not only the privi- 
leges, 
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leges, but the very being, of Parliaments defperate and 
impracticable: I fay, though the immediate finger 
and wrath of God muft be acknowledged in thefe per- 
plexities and diftradlions; yet he who ihall diligently 
obfcrve the diftempers and conjun<5tures of time, the 
ambition, pride, and folly of perfons, and the fuddea 
growth of wickednefs, from want of care and circum^ 
fpeAion in the firft impreiiions, will find all thefe 
mifcrics to have proceeded, and to have been brought 
upon us, from the fame natural caufes and means, 
which have ufually attended kingdoms fwoln with 
long plenty, pride, and excefs, towards fome fignal 
mortification, and caftigation of Heaven. And it may 
^ be, upon the confideration how impofiible it was to 
forefee many things that have happened, and of the 
neceffity of overlooking many other things, we may 
not yet find the cure fo defperate, but that, by God's 
mercy, the wounds may be again bound up; and then 
this profpe(5t: may not make the future peace lefs plea-^ ^ 
fant and durable. 

I have the more willingly induced myfelf to this 
unequal taik, out of the hope of contributing fome- 
what to that blefTed end : and though a piece of this 
nature (wherein the infirmities of fome, and the ma- 
lice of others, muft be boldly looked upon and men^ 
tioned) is not likely to be publifhed in the age in 
which it is writ, yet it may ferv^-e to inform myfelf, 
and fome others, what we ought to do, as well as to 
comfort us in what we have done. For which work, 
^ I may not be 4:hought altogether an incompetent 
pcrfon, having been prefent as a member of Parlia- , 
ment in thofe councils before and till the breaking 
out of the Rebellion, and having fince had the ho- 
nour to be near two great Kings in fome truft, fo I 

B z ihall 
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profeflion, and declaration, that, '^ fince for feveral ill 
" ends the calling again of a Parliament was divulged, 
" however his Majefty had Ihewed, by his frequent 
<^ meeting with his people, his love to the ufe of par- 
** liaments; yet the late abufe having, for the prefent, 
*' driven his Majefty unwillingly out of that courfe, 
'* he ihall account it prefumption for any to pre- 
^* fcribe any time to his Majefty for Parliaments/' 
Which words were generally interpreted, as if no 
more aflemblies of that nature were to be expefted, 
and that all men were prohibited, upon the penalty of 
cenfure, fo much as to fpeak of a Parliament. And 
here I cannot but let myfelf loofe to fay, that no man 
can Ihew me a fource, from whence thofe waters of 
bitternefs we now taftc have more probably flowed, 
than from thefe unreafonable, unikilful, and precipi* 
tate diflblutions of Parliaments ; in which, by an un- 
juft furvey of the paflion, infolence, and ambition of 
particular perfons, the Court meafured the temper and 
afFedion of the country ; and by the fame ftandard 
the people conlidered the honour, juftice, and piety 
of the Court ; and fo ufually parted, at thofe fad fea- 
fons, with no other refpedl and charity one toward 
the other, than accompanies perfons who never meant 
to meet but in their own defence. In which the King 
had always the difadvantage to harbour perfons about 
him, who, with their utmoft induftry, falfe informa- 
tion, and malice, improved the faults and infirmities 
of the Court to the people ; and again, as much- as in 
them lay, rendered the people fufpedted, if not odious 
to the King. 

I am not altogether a flranger to the paftages of 
thofe parliaments, (though I was not a member of 
them) having carefully perufcd the journals af both 

Houfes, 
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Hoixfes, and familiarly converfed with many who had 
principal parts in them. And I cannot but wonder at 
thofe counfels, which perfuaded the courfes then 
taken ; the habit and temper of men's minds at that 
time being, no queftion, very applicable to the pub- 
lic ends; and thofe ends being only difcredited by 
the jealoufies the people entertained from the manner 
of the profecution, that they were other, and worfe 
than in truth they were. It is not to be denied, that 
there were, in all thofe Parliaments, efpecially in that 
of the fourth year, fevcral paifages, and diftempered 
fpeieches of particular perfons, not fit for the dignity 
and honour of thofe places, and unfuitable to the re- 
verence due to his Majefty and his councils. But I 
do not know any formed Aft of either Houfe (for nei- 
ther the Remonftrance nor Votes of the laft day were 
fuch) that was not agreeable to the wifdom and juftice 
of great courts, upon thofe extraordinary occaiions. 
And whoever confiders the acSls of power and injuftice 
of fome of the minifters, in thofe intervals of Parlia- 
ment, will not be much fcandalized at the warmth and 
vivacity of thofe meetings. 

In the fecond Parliament there was a mention, and 
intention declared, of granting five fubfidics, a pro- 
portion (how contemptible foever in refpeft of the 
prefiTures now every day impofed) fcarce ever before 
heard of in Parliament. And that meeting being, 
upon very unpopular and unplaufible reafons, imme- 
diately diflblved, thofe 'five fubfidies were exafted, 
throughout the whole kingdom, with the fame rigour, 
as if, in truth, an a£l had pafied to that purpofe. Di- 
vers gentlemen of prime quality, in feveral counties 
of England, were, for refufing to pay the fame, com« 
mitted to prifon, with great rigour and extraordinary 

B 4 cir- 
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circumftances. And could it be imagined, that thofe 
men would meet again in a free convention of Parlia- 
ment, without a fliarp and fevere expoftulation, and 
inquifition into their own right, and the power that 
had impofed upon that right ? And yet all thefe pro- 
vocations, and many other, almoft of as large an ex- 
tent, produced no other refentment, than the Petition 
of Right, (of no prejudice to the Crown), which was 
likewife purchafed at the price of five fubfidies more, 
and, in a very Ihort time after that fupply granted, 
that Parliament was likewife, with ftrange circum- 
ftances of paflion on all fides, diflblved. 

The abrupt and unkind breaking off the two firft 
Parliaments was wholly imputed to the Duke of 
Buckingham ; and of the third, principally to the 
Lord Wefton, then Lord High Treafurer of England; 
both in refpeft of the great power and intereft they 
then had in the afFeAions of his Majefty, and for that 
the time of , the diffolutions happened to be, when 
fome charges and accufations were preparing, and 
ready to be preferred againft thofe two great perfons. 
And therefore the envy and hatred, that attended them 
thereupon, was infupportable, and was vifibly the 
caufe of the murder of the firft, (ftabbed to the heart 
by the hand of a villain, upon the mere impious pre- 
tence of his being odious to the Parliament), and made, 
no doubt, fo great an impreffion upon the under- 
ftanding and nature of the other, that, by degrees, he 
loft that temper and fcrenity of mind he had been 
before mafter of, and which was moft fit to have ac- 
companied him in his weighty employments : info- 
much as, out of indignation to find himfelf worfe ufed 
than he deferved, he cared lefs to deferve well, than 
he had done ; and infenfibly grew into that public 

hatred, 
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hatred, that rendered him lefs ufeful to the fenrice 
that he only intended. 

I wonder lefs at the errors of this nature in the 
Duke of Buckingham; who, ha\*ing had a moft gene-> 
rous education in courts, was utterly ignorant of the 
ebbs and floods of popular cou^icils, and of the winds 
that move thofe waters ; and could not, without the 
fpirit of indignation, find himfelf, in the fpace of a 
few weeks, without any vifible caufe intervening, from 
the greatefi: height of popular eftimation that any per- 
fon hath afcended to, (infomuch as Sir Edward Coke 
blafphemoufly called him our Saviour), by the fame 
breath thrown down to the depth of calumny and re- 
proach. I fay, it is no marvel, (beiides that he was na- 
turally to follow fuch counfels as were given him), 
that he could think of no better way to be freed of 
thefe inconveniences and troubles the paflions of 
thofe meetings gave him, than to diffolve them, and 
prevent their coming together : and that, when they 
feemed to neglect the public peace, out of animofity 
to him» he intended his own eafe and fecurity in the 
firft place, and eafily believed the public might be 
otherwife provided for, by more intent and difpaflion- 
ate councils. But that the other, the Lord Wefton, 
who had been very much and very popularly con- 
verfant in thofe conventions, who exaAly knew the 
frame and conftitution of the kingdom, the temper of 
the people, the extents of the courts of law, and the 
jurifdidion of parliaments, which at that time had 
feldom or never committed any excels of jurifdidlion, 
(modefty and moderation in words never was, nor ever 
will be, obferved in popular coimcils, whofe founda* 
tion is liberty of fpeech ;) that he fhould believe, that 
the union, peace, and plenty of the kingdom could 

be 
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be preferved without Parliaments^ or that the paffion 
and diftemper gotten and received into Parliaments 
could be removed and reformed by the more paiiion- 
ate breaking and diifolving them ; or that that courfe 
would not inevitably prove the mofl pernicious to 
himfelf, is as much my wonder/ as any thing that 
hath iince happened. 

There is a proteftion very gracious and juft, which 
princes owe to their fervants, when^ in obedience to 
their juft commands, upon extraordinary and ncccf- 
fary occafions, in the execution of their trufts^ they 
fwerve from the ftridt letter of the law, which, with- 
out that mercy, would be penal to them. In any fuch 
cafe, it is as legal (the law prefuming it will always be 
done upon great reafon) for the King to pardon, as 
for the party to accufe, and the judge to condemn. 
But for the fovereign power to interpofe, and Iheltcr 
an accufed fervant from anfwering, does not only feem 
an obftruftion of juftice, and lay an imputation upon 
the prince, of being privy to the offence ; ,but leaves 
fo great a fcandal upon the party himfelf, that he is 
generally concluded guilty of whatfoever he is charged 
with ; which is commonly more than the worft man 
ever deferved. And it is worthy the obferv^ation, that, 
as no innocent man who made his defence ever fuf- 
fered in thofe times by judgment of Parliament ; fo 
many guilty perfons, and againft whom the fpirit of 
the times went as high, by the wife managing their 
defence, have been freed from their accufers, not only 
without cenfure, but without reproach; as the Biihop 
of Lincoln, then Lord Keeper, Sir H. Marten, and 
Sir H. Spiller ; men, in their feveral degrees, as little 
beholden to the charity of that time, as any men 
fince. Whereas fcarce a man, who, with induftry 

and 
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and ikill, laboured to keep himfelf from being accufed, 
or by power to Hop or divert the courfe of proceed* 
ing, fcaped without fome iignal mark of infamy or 
prejudice. And the reafon is clear ; for belides that, 
after the firft ftorm, there is fome companion natu- 
rally attends men like to be in mifery ; and belides 
the latitude of judging in thofe places, whereby there 
is room for kindnefs and afFeAion, and collateral con* 
liderations to interpofe ; the truth is, thofe accufa- 
tions (to which this man contributes his malice, an* 
other his wit, all men what they pleafe, and moil: upon 
hearfay, with a kind of uncharitable delight of mak* 
ing the charge as heavy as may be) are commonly 
ftuffed with many odious generals, that the proofs 
feldom make good : and then a man is no fooner 
found lefs guilty than he is expelled, but he is con- ' 
eluded more innocent than he is ; and it is thought 
but a juft reparation for the reproach that he deferved 
not, to free him from the cenfure he deferved. So 
that, very probably, thofe two noble perfons had been 
happy, if they had ftoutly fubmitted to the proceed- 
ings were deligned againft them ; and, without quef- 
tion,- it had been of fovcreign ufe to the King, if, in 
thofe peaceable times, Parliaments had been taught to 
know their own bounds, by being fuffered tc proceed 
as ^ as they could go ; by which the extent of their 
power would quickly have been manifefted: from 
whence no inconvenience of moment could have pro* 
cecdcd; the Houfc of Commons never then pretend- 
ing to the leaft part of judicature^ or exceeding the 
known verge of their own privileges ; the Houfe of 
Peers obferving the rules of the law and equity in 
their judgments, and proceeding deliberately upon 
clear teftimony and evidence of nuitter of fad ; and 

the 
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the King Ktaining the fole power of pardoning, and 
receiving the whole profit of all penalties and judg- 
ments ; and indeed having fo great an influence upon 
the body of the Peerage^ that it was fcarce known 
that any perfon of honour was feverely cenfured in 
that Houfe, (before this prefent Parliament), who was 
not either immediately profecuted by the Court, or in 
evident disfavour there ; by which, it may be, (as it 
ufually falls out) fome doors were opened, at which 
inconveniences to the Crown have got in, that were 
not then enough weighed and confidered. 

But the courfe of exempting men from profecution, 
by diflblving of Parliaments, made the power of Par- 
liaments much more formidable, as conceived to be 
without limit ; fince the fovereign power feemed to 
be compelled (as unable otherwife to fet bounds to 
their proceedings) to that rough cure, and to deter- 
mine their beings, becaufe it could not determine 
their jurifdi<Slion. Whereas, if they had been fre- 
quently fummoned, and feafonably diflblved, after 
their wifdom in applying medicines and cures, as well 
as their induftry in difcovering difeafes, had been dif- 
cerned, they would eafily have been applied to the 
ufes for which they were firft inftituted 5 and been of 
no lefs efteem with the Crown, than of veneratioq 
with the people. And fo I lliall conclude this digref- 
iion, which, I conceived, was not ui^feafonable for thi$ 
place, nor upon this occafion, and return to the time 
when that brifk and improvident refolution was taken 
of declining thofe conventions; all men being inhibit- 
ed (as I faid before they generally took themfelves to 
be) by the proclamation at the diflblution of the Par- 
liament in the fourth year, fo much as to mention or 
fpeak as if a Parliament fhould be called. 

And 
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And here xvvfjll ^Ve.much light to that which fol-Theftateof 
I0WS9 if.we take a view of the ftate of the Court andlb^utthAt 
of the Gouncil at that time, by which we may beft fee*^"**' 
the face of that time, and the alFedlions and temper 
of the people in general. 

For the better taking this profped):, we will beginThenfeof 
with a fuftrey of the perfon of that great man, theBucSlif^ 
Duke of Buckinghain, (who was fo barbaroufly mur-***™* 
dcred about this tiqae) whofe influence had been un- 
fortunate in the ;p.ublic affairs, and whofe death pro- 
duced a change in all the counfels. The Duke was 
indeed a very extraordinary perfon ; and never any 
man, in any age, nor, I believe, in any country or na-« 
tion, rofe, in fo Ihort a time, to fo much greatnefs of 
honour, fame, and fortune, upon no other advantage 
or recommendation, than of the beauty and graceful- 
ncfs of his perfon. I have not the leaft purpofe of 
undervaluing his good parts and qualities, (of which 
there will be occaiion Ihortly to give fome teftimony), 
when I fay, that his firft. introduction into favour was 
purely from the handfomenefs of his perfon. 

He was a younger fon of Sir George Villiers, of 
Brookefby, in the county of Leicefter; a feimily of an 
ancient extra<5lion, even from the time of the Con- 
queft, and tranfported then with the Conqueror out 
of Normandy, where the family hath ftill remained, 
and ftill continues with luftre. After Sir George's 
firft marriage, in which he had two or three fons, and 
fome daughters, who ihared an ample inheritance from 
him; by a fecond marriage, with a lady of the family 
of the Beaumonts, he had this gentleman^ -and two 
other fons and a daughter, who all came afterwards to 
be raifed to great titles and dignities. George, the 
ddeft fon of this fecond bed, was, after the death of 

his 
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his father^ by the lingular afieftion and care of his 
mother, who enjoyed a good jointure in the account 
of that age^ well brought up ; and, for the improve- 
ment of his education, and giving an ornament to his 
Jiopefiil perfon, he was by her fent into Prance ; where 
he fpent two or three years in attaining the language, 
and in learning the exercifes of riding and dancing; in 
the laft of which he excelled moft men^ and returned 
into England by the time he was twenty-one years old. 

King James reigned at that time ; and though he 
was a prince of more learning and knowledge than 
any other of that age^ and really delighted more in 
books, and in the converfation of learned men "; yet, 
of all wife men living, he was the moft delighted and 
taken with handfome perfons, and fine clothes. He 
began to be weary of his favourite, the Earl of Somer- 
fet, who was the only favourite that kept that poft fo 
long, without any public reproach from the people : 
but, by the inftigation and wickednefs of his wife, he 
became, at leaft, privy to a horrible murder, that ex- 
pofed him to the utmoft feverity of the law, (the 
poifoning of Sir Thomas Overbury), upon which both 
he and his wife were condemned to die, after a trial 
by their peers ; and many perfons of quality were exe- 
cuted for the fame. 

Whilft this was in agitation, and before the utmoft 
difcovery was made, Mr. Villiers appeared in court, 
and drew the King's eyes upon him. There were 
enough in the Court fufEciently angry and incenfed 
againft Somerfet, for being what themfelvcs defired to 
be, and efpecially for being a Scotfman, and afcend- 
ing, in fo ihort a time, from being a page, to the 
height he was then at, to contribute all they could to 
promote the one, that they might throw out the other: 

which 
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which being eafily brought to pafs, by the proceed- 
ing of the law upon his aforefaid crime, the other 
found very little difficulty in rendering himfelf gra- 
cious to the King, whofe nature and difpoiition was 
very flowing in aifeflion towards perfons fo adorned. 
Infomuch that, in few days after his'firft appearance 
in court, he was made Cup-bearer to the King ; by 
which he was, of courfe, to be much in his prefence, 
and fo admitted to that converfation and difcourfe, 
with which that Prince always abounded at his meals. 
His inclinations to his new Cup-bearer difpofed 
him to adminifter frequent occalions of difcourfing of 
the court of France, and the tranfadtions there, with 
which he had been fo lately acquainted, that he could 
pertinently enlarge upon that fubjeft, to the King's 
great delight, and to the gaining of the efteem and 
value of all the fianders-by to himfelf : which was a 
thing the King was well pleafed with. He a<Sted very 
few weeks upon this fbge, when he mounted higher ; 
and, being knighted, without any other qualification, 
he was at the fame time made Gentleman of the Bed- 
chamber, and Knight of the order of the Garter ; and 
in a ihort time (very (hort for fuch a prodigious af- 
cent) he was made a Baron, a Vifcount,an Earl, a Mar- 
quis, and became Lord High Admiral of England, Lord 
Warden of the Cinque Ports, Mailer of the Horfe, 
and entirely di^ofed of all the graces of the Kingp- 
in conferring all the honours and all the offices of 
three kingdoms, without a rival ; in difpenfing where- 
of, he was guided more by the rules of appetite than 
of judgment ; and fo exalted almoft all of his own 
numerous family and dependants, whofe greateft me* 
rit was their alliance to him, which equally offended 
the ancient nobility, and the people of all conditions, 

who 
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who iaw the flowers^of the Crown every day fading and 
withered; whilft the demefhes and revenue thereof 
were facrificed to the enriching a private family, 
(how well foevcr originally extracted), fcarce ever 
heard of before to the nation ; and the expences of 
the Court fo vaft and unlimited^ that they had a fad 
profpeA of that poverty and neceifity^ which after- 
wards befel the Crown, almoft to the ruin of it. 

Many were of opinion, that King James, before his 
death, grew weary of this favourite ; and that, if he 
had lived, he would have deprived him at leaft of his 
large and unlimited power. And this imagination fo pre- 
vailed with fome men, as the Lord Keeper Lincoln, the 
Earl of Middlefex, Lord High Treafurer of England, 
and other gentlemen of name, though not in fo high 
fiations, that they had the courage to withdraw from 
their abfolute dependence upon the Duke, and to make 
fome other effays, which proved to the ruin of every 
one of them ; there appearing no mark, or evidence, 
that the King did really leflen his affedtion to him^ 
to the hour of his death. On the contrary, as he 
created him Duke of Buckingham in his abfence, 
whilft he was with the Prince in Spain ; fo, after their 
return, the Duke executed the fame authority in con- 
ferring all fiivours and graces, and in revenging himfelf 
upon thofe, who had manifefled any unkindnefs to- 
wards him. And yet, notwithftanding all this, if that 
King's nature had equally difpofed him to pull down^ 
as to build and ereft, and if his courage and feverity 
in puniihing and reforming had been as great as his 
generofity and inclination was to oblige, it is not to 
be doubted, but that he would have withdrawn his af- 
fe<Slion from the Duke entirely, before his death; 
which thofe perfons, who were admitted to any pri- 
vacy 
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ncy with him, and were not in tiie confidence of the 
other, (for before thofe he knew well how to difiem* 
ble), had reafon enough to expeA. 
For it is certain, that the King was never wellAniccount 

«f Prince 

pleafed with the Duke, after the Princess going into Charles's 
^in ; which was infinitely againft his will, and con-{o"s^2a!°" 
trivcd wholly by the Duke : who, out of envy, that 
the Earl of Briftol fhould have the fole management 
of fo great an afiair, (as hitherto that treaty had been 
wholly condu6led by him in Spain, where he was 
extraordinary Ambaflador, and all particulars upon 
the matter agreed upon), had one day infinuated to 
the Prince the common misfortune of princes, that in 
fo fubftantial a part of their happinefs in this world, 
as depended upon their marriage, themfelves had 
never any part, but muft receive only an accotmt 
from others of the nature, and humour, and beauty of 
the ladies they were to marry ; and thofe repbrti fel- 
dom proceeded from perfons totally uninterefted, by 
reafoQ of the parts they had adted towards fuch pre- 
parations. From hence he difcourfed how gallant 
and how brave a thing it would be, for his Highnefs 
to make a journey into Spain, and^ to fetch home hid 
miftrefs; that it would put an end prefently to all 
thofe formalities, which, (though all fubftantial mat** 
ters were agreed upon already), according to the ftyle 
of that Court, and the flow progrcfs in all things of 
ceremony, might yet retard the Infanta's voyage into 
England many months ; all which would be in a mo- 
ment removed by his Highnefs's own prefence ; that 
it would be fuch an obligation to the Infanta herfelf, 
as Ihe could never enough value or requite ; and be- 
ing a refpe^ rarely paid by any other prince, upon 
the like aLddrefies, could proceed only from the high 
VOL, I. c regard 
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regatd and reverence he had for her perfon ; that in 
the great affair that only remained undetermined, and 
was not entirely yielded to, though under a very 
friendly deliberation, which was the reftoring the Pa- 
latinate, it was very probable, that the King of Spain 
himfelf might choofe, in the inftant, to gratify his 
perfonal interpofition, which, in a treaty with an Am- 
balTador, might be drawn out in length, or attended 
with overtures of recompenfe by fome new concef- 
fions, which would create new difficulties : however, 
that the mediation could not but be frankly under- 
taken by the Infanta herfelf, who would ambitioufly 
make it her work to pay a part of her great debt to 
the Prince ; and that he might with her, and by her, 
prefent to his Majefty the entire peace and reftitu- 
tion of his family, which by no other human means 
could be brought to pafs. 

Thefe difcourfes made fo deep impreffion upon the 
mind and fpirit of the Prince^ (whofe nature was in- 
clined to adventures), that he was tranfported with the 
thou^t of it, and moil impatiently folicitous to bring 
it to pafs. The greatefl diiiiculty'in view was, how 
they might procure the King's confent, who was very 
quick-lighted in difcerning difficulties and railing 
objetSUons, and very flow in maftering them, and un« 
tying the knots he had inade : in a word, he knew 
not how to wreftle with defperate contingencies, and 
fo abhorred the being entangled in fuch. This was 
iirft to be attempted by the Prince himfelf, by com* 
municating it to the King, as his earnefl delire and 
fuit, with' this circumftance ; that fince his doing or 
not doing what he moft deiired, depended wholly 
and entirely upon his Majefly's own approbation and 
conunand^ he would Vouchfafe to promife not to 

com- 
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commtmi(!at6 the thing propofed, before he had flrft 
taken his own refolution ; and that this condition 
ihould be firft humbly iniifted oh, before the fub-* 
ilantial point ihould be communicated ; and fo this 
approach being firft made, the fuccefs and ptofecu-*- 
tion was to be left to the Duke's credit and dexterity. 
All ^ngs being thus concerted between his High- 
nefs and the Duke, (and this the beginning of an entire 
confidence between them, after a long time of declared 
jealoufy and difpleafuFe on the Prince's part, and oc- 
ca:^on enough adminiftered on the other), they Ihortly 
found fit opportunity (and there were feafons when 
that King was to be approached more hopefully than 
in others) to make their addrefs together. His Ma* 
jefty cheerftdly confented to the condition, and being 
well pleafed that all fhould depend upon his will, 
frankly promifed that he woiild not, in any degree, 
conununicate to any perfon the matter, before he had 
taken, and communicated to them, his own refohi- 
tions« 

, The Prince then, upon his knees, declared his fuitThe Princo 
and very importunate requeft, the Duke ftanding afJiXe^to* 
long time by, without faying a word, while the King****^^^" 
^ifcourfed the whole matter to the Prince, tvith lefs 
pafiion than they expelled, and then looked upon the 
Duke, as inclined to hear what he would fay; who 
fpoke nothing to the point, whether in prudence ad^ 
vifable, or not ; but enlarged upon the infinite obli* 
gation his Majefty would confer upon the Prince, by 
his yielding to the violent paflion his Highnefs was 
tianfported with ; and, after many exalted expreffions- 
to that purpofe^ concluded, that he doubted that his: 
Majefty refufing to grant the Prince this his humble 
lequeft would make a deep impref&on upon his fpirit^* 

c z and 



to THE HISTORY Book I. 

and peace of mind ; and that he would, he feared^ 
look upon it as the grieateft misfortune and afili^ftioii^ 
that could befal him in this world. The Prince then 
taking the opportunity, from the good temper he law 
his father in, to enlarge upon thofe two points, which 
he knew were moft important in the King's own 
wifhes and judgment, that this expedient would put 
a quick end to this treaty, which could not be conti- 
nued after his arrival in th^t Court ; but that his mar- 
riage muft prefently enfue, which^ he knew well 
enough, the King did moil impatiently deiire of all 
blefiings in this world : he faid likewife, he would 
undertake (and he could not but be believed from the 
reafonablenefs of it) that his prefence would in a mo- 
ment determine the reftitution of the Palatinate to his 
brother and lifter -, which was the fecond thing^ the 
King longed moft palEonately to fee before he Ihould 
leave this world. 
RingJames Thefe difcourfes, urged with all the artifice and ad- 
oon ents to ^^^^^ imaginable, fo far wrought upon and prevailed 
with the King, that, with lefs hefitation than his na- 
ture was accuftomed to, and much lefs than was 
agreeable to his great wifdom, he gave his approba- 
- tion, and promifed that the Prince Ihould nuike the 
journey he was fo much inclined to: whether he 
did not upon the fudden comprehend the confe- 
quences, which would naturally attend fuch a rafh 
undertaking, or the lefs conlidered them, becaufe pro- 
vilions, which muft be made for fuch a journey, both 
with reference to the expence and fecurity of it, 
would take up much time, and could not be done in 
fuch a fecret way, but that the counfel itfelf might be 
refumed, when new meafures Ihould be taken. But 
this imagination was too reafonable not to be forefeen 

by 
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by th^m ; and fo they had provided themfelves ac« 
cordingly. And therefore^ as foon as they had the 
King*8 promife upon the main^ they told him, the fe« 
curity of fuch a defign depended on the expedition, 
without which there could be no fecrefy obfcrved, or 
hoped fpr ; that, if it were deferred till fuch a fleet 
could be made ready, and fuch an equipage prepared, 
as might be fit for the Prince of Wales, fo much time . 
would be fpent, as would diiappoint the principal ends 
of the journey : if they fhould fend for a pafs to France, 
the ceremony in the afldng and granting it, and 
that which would flow from it, in his paflage through 
that kingdom, would be at leaft liable to the fame 
objeAion of delay: befides that, according to the 
myfieries and intrigues of ftate, fuch a pafs could not 
in point of fecurity be reafonably depended upon ; 
and therefore they had thought of an expedient, 
which would avoid all inconveniences and hazards ; 
and that it fhould be executed before it fhould bo 
fufpe&ed : that it had never hitherto been, in the 
leaft degree, confulted but between themfelves, (which 
was really true ;) and therefore, if they now under*. 
took the journey only with two fervants, who fhould 
not know any thing till the moment they were to de- 
part, they might eafily pafs through France, before 
they fhould be mifled at Whitehall : which was not 
hard to be conceived, and fo with the lefs difquifi- 
tion was confented to by the King : and the farther 
deliberation of what was more to be done both in 
matter and manner, and the nomination of the perfons 
who fhould attend them, and the time for their depar* 
ture, was deferred to the confidtation of the next day^. 
Whein the King, in his retirement, and by himfelf, 
cane to revolve what had been fo looiely confulted be^^ 

c 3 fore. 
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fore, as he had a wonderful (agacity in fuch reflec- 
tions, a thoufand difliculties and dangers occurred to 
him, and fo many precipices, which could hardly be 
avoided in fuch a journey. Beiides thofe confidera-* 
tions, which the violent affeftion of a father to his 
only fon fuggefted to him, he thought how ill an in- 
fluence it might have on his people^ too much dif- 
pofed to murmur and complain of the leaft inadver- 
tency ; and that they looked upon the Prince as the 
fon of the kingdom, as well as his own. He conli-* 
dered the reputation he fhould lofe with all foreign 
princes, (efpecially if any ill accident Ihould happen) 
by fo much departing from his dignity in expoiing 
the immediate Heir of the Crown, his only Son, to all 
the dangers, and all the jealouiies, which particular 
malice, or that fathomlefs abyfs of reafon of Hate, 
might prepare and contrive againft him ; and then, in 
how defperate a condition himfelf and his kingdoms 
ihould remain, if the Prince mifcarried by fuch an 
unparalleled weaknefs of his, contrary to the light of 
his underftanding, as well as the current of his affec- 
tions. 

Thefe reflexions were fo terrible to him, that they 
robbed him of all peace and quiet of mind ; infomuch 
as when the Prince and Duke came to him about the 
difpatch, he fell into a great pafl[ion with tears, end 
told them that he was undone, and that it would 
break his heart, if they purfued their refolution j that, 
upon a true and difpafldonate difquifition he had 
made with himfelf, he was abundantly convinced, 
that, befides the almoft inevitable hazards of the 
Prince's perfon, with whom his life was bound up; 
and befides the entire lofs of the affedions of his peo- 
ple, which would unavoidably attend this rafh adlion^ 

he 
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he forefaw it would ruin the whole defign, and irre- 
coverably break the nutch. For whereas all thofe 
particulars, upon which he could pofitively and of 
right iniift, were fully granted, (for that, which con-, 
cemed the Prince Elector, who had unexcufably, and 
direftly againft his advice, incurred the ban of the 
Empire in an imperial diet, muft be wrought off by 
mediation and treaty, could not be infifted on in juf-* 
tice,) nor could Spain make any new demands, all the' 
overtures they had made being adjufled ; the Prince 
Ihould no fooner arrive at Madrid, than all the arti- 
cles of jhe treaty Ihould be laid afide, and new matter 
be propofed, which had not been yet mentioned, and 
could never be confented to by him : that the treaty 
of this marriage, how well foever received, and how 
much foever defired by the King and his chief mi- 
uifters, was in no degree acceptable to the Spanifh na- 
tion in general, and lefs to the court of Rome, where, 
though the new Pope feemed more inclined to grant 
the difpeniation than his predeceflbr had been, it was 
pUin enough, that it proceeded only from the ap-< 
prehenfion he had to difpleafe the King of Spain, not 
that he was lefs averfe from the match, it having been 
always believed, both in Spain and in Rome, that this 
marriage was to be attended with a full repeal of all 
the penal laws againft the Papifts, and a plenary to« 
leration of the exercife of that religion in England, 
which they now faw concluded, without any (ignal or 
real benefit or advantage to them. And therefore 
they might expedt, and be confident, that when they 
had the perfon of the Prince of Wales in their hands, 
the King of Spain (though in his own nature and in- 
plinations full of honour and juftice) would be even 
compelled by his clergy (who had always a great in-r 

G 4 fluence ^ 
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fluence upon the counfeU of that langdpm) «ad the 
importunities from Rome, who would tell him, that 
God had put it now into his hand to advance the Ca* 
tholic caufe, to make new demands for dyc^t pf that vc^ 
ligion here; which, though he could never confent to^ 
would at befl: inteq>ofe fuch delays in the marriage^ 
that he ihould never live to fee it brought to pals^ 
nor probably to fee his fon return agsun from Spain* 
Then he put the Duke in mind (whom he hitherto 
believed only to comply with the Prince to crf^lige 
him, after a long alienation from his favour) how in- 
evitable his ruin muft be, by the cSc€t of this coun- 
lei, how ungracious he was already with the people, 
and how many enemies he had amongft the greateft 
perfons of the nobility, who would snake fuch u& of 
this occafion, that it would not be in his M^efty^s 
power to prote<% him. And then he concluded with 
the diforder and paiiion, with which he begun, with 
iighs and tears, to conjure them, that they would no 
more prefs him to give his confent to a thing fo con* 
tfary to his reafon, and underftanding, and interefi:^ 
the execution whereof would break his heart, and 
that they would give over any further purfuit of it. 

The Prince and the Duke took not the pains to 
anfwer any of the reafons his Majefty had inlified cm ; 
his Highnefs only putting him in mind of the promife 
he had made to him the day before, which was fo £u 
cred, that he hoped he would not violate It $ which if 
he ihould, it would make him never think more of 
marriage. The Duke, who better knew what kind of 
arguments were of prevalence with him, treated him 
more rudely; told him, nobody could believe any thing 
he faid, when he retraced fo foon the promife he had 
fo folemnly made; that he plainly difcerned^ that it pro* 

ceeded 
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ceeded from another breach of his word, in commu- 
nicatiDg with fome rafcal, who had furniihed him 
widi thofe pitiful reafons he had alleged ; and he 
doubted not but he ihoidd hereafter know who his 
counfellor had been : that if he receded from what 
he had promifed^ it would be fuch a diibbligation to 
the Prince^ who had fet his heart now upon the jour- 
ney, after his Majefty*s approbation^ that he could 
never forget it, nor forgire any man who had been 
the caufe of it. 

The Prince^ who had always exprefied the higheft 
duty and reverence towards the King, by his humble 
and importunate entreaty, and the Duke by his 
rougher dialed, in the end prevailed fo far^ (after hia 
Majefty had paifionately, and with many oaths, re- 
nounced the having communicated the matter with 
any peribn living,) that the debate was again refumed 
upon the journey, which they earnefUy defired might 
not be deferred, but that they might take their leaves 
of the King within two days, in which they would 
have all things ready that were neceiTary, his High- 
nefs pretending to hunt at Theobald's, and the Duke 
to take phylic at Chelfea. 

They told him, that being to have only two more 
in their company, as was .before refolved, they had 
thought (if he approved them) upon Sir Francis Cot- 
tington and Endymion Porter, who, though they 
might lafely, ihould not be trufted with the fecret, 
till they were even ready to be embarked. The per- 
fons were both grateful to the King, the former hav- 
ing been long his Majefiy's agent in the comt of 
Spain, and was now fecretary to the Prince; the 
other, having been bred in Madrid, after many years 
attendance upon the Duke^ was now one of the bed« 

chamber 
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chamber to the Prince: fo that his Majefty cheer- 
fully approved the ele6tion they had made^ and 
wiflxed it might be prefently imparted to them ; iky- 
ing, that many things would occur to them^ as necef- 
fary to the journey, that they two would never think 
of; and took that occafion to fend for Sir Francis 
Cottington to come prefently to him, (whilft the 
Other two remained with him), who, being of cuftom 
waiting in the outward room, was quickly brought in ; 
whilft the Duke whifpered the Prince in the car, that 
Cottington would be againft the journey, and his 
Highnefs anfwered he durft not. 

The King told him, that he had always been an 
lioneft man, and therefore he was now to truft him in 
an affair of the higheft importance, which he was not 
upon l^s life to difclofe to any man alive ; then laid 
to him,*' Cottington, here is baby Charles and Stenny,'*. 
(an appellation he always ufed of and towards the 
Duke,) ** who have a great mind to go by poft into 
'* Spain, to fetch home the Infanta, and will have but 
^5 two more in their company, and have chofen you for 
<* one. What think you of the journey ?" He often 
protefted iince, that when he heard the King, he fell 
into fuch a trembling, that he could hardly fpeak. But 
when the King commanded him to anfwer him, what 
he thought of the journey, he replied, that he could 
not think well of it, and that he believed it would ren- 
der all that had been done towards the match fruitlefsr 
for that Spain would no longer think themfelves 
obliged by thofe articles, but that, when they had 
the Prince in their hands, they would make nev7 
overtures, which they believed more advantageous to 
them ; amongft which they muft look for many that 
would concern religion^ and the exercife of it in Bog-r 

land^ 
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land. Upon which the King threw himfelf iipon his 
bed, and faid, '^ I told you this before," and feU into 
new pailion and lamentation, that he was undone and 
Ihould lofe baby Charles. 

There appeared difpleafure and anger enough in 
the countenances both of the Prince and Duke ; 
the latter faying, that as foon as the King fent for 
him, he whifpered the Prince in the ear, that he 
would be againft it ; that he knew his pride well 
enough ; and that, becaufe he had not been firft ad- 
vifed with, he was refolved to diilike it ; and there- 
fore he reproached Cottington with all poffible bitter- 
nefs of words; told him the King afked him only of 
the journey, and which would be the befl way, of 
which he might be a competent counfellor, having 
made the way fo often by poft : but that he had the 
prefumption to give his advice upon matter of ftate^ 
and againft his Mafter, without being called to it, 
which he ihould repent as long as he lived ; with a 
thoufand new reproaches, which put the poor King 
into a new agony on the behalf of a fervant, who he 
forefaw would fuffer for anfwering him honeftly. Upon 
which he faid, with fome commotion, *^ Nay, by God, 
" Stenny, you are very much to blame to ufe him fo. 
" Heanfwered me direftly to the queftioni afked him, 
" and very honeftly and wifely : and yet you know he 
" laid no more than I told yoUj before he was called 
** in.*' However, after all this paiCon on both parts, 
the King yielded, and the journey was at that confer- 
ence agreed on, and all directions given according to 
Sir Francis Cottington ; the King having now plainly 
difcovered, that the whole intrigue was originally 
contrived by the Duke, and fo violently purfued by 
liis fpirit and impetuofity. 

The 
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The manner^ circumftances^ and conclufion of that 
voyage, with the extraordinary accidents that hap- 
pened in it, will no doubt be at large remembered by 
whofoever Ihall have the courage to write the tranf- 
adtions of that time, with that integrity he ought to 
do : in which it will aianifefUy appear, how much of 
the prophet was in the wifdom of the King i and 
that that defigned marriage, which had been fo many 
years in treaty, even from the death of Prince Harry, 
and fo near concluded, was folely broken by that 
journey ; which, with the pafls^es before mentioned. 
King James never forgave the Duke of Buckingham ; 
but retained as fharp a memory of it as his nature 
could contain. 

This indifpoiition of the King towards the Duke 
was exceedingly increafed and aggravated upon and 
after the Prince's return out of Spain. For though 
it brought infinite joy and delight to his Majefty, 
which he expreflied in all imaginable tranfport, and 
was the argument of the loudeft and moft univerfal 
rejoicing over the whole kingdom, that the nation 
had ever be/sn acquainted with ; in which the Duke 
had fo full a harveil, that the imprudence and pre- 
fumption (to fay no more) of carrying the Prince 
into Spain was totally forgotten, or not remembered 
with any reference to him, and the high merit and 
ineftimable obligation, in bringing him home, was re*- 
membered, minified, and celebrated by all men in 
all places ; yet the Kmg was wonderfully difquieted^ 
• when he found (which he had not before their return 
fufpedted) that the Prince was totally aliened from all 
thoughts of, or inclmation to, the marriage > and that 
they were refolved to break it, with or without his 
approbation or confent. And in this the Duke re- 
fumed 
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fumed the fame impetuofity Le had fo much in^ 
dulged to idmfelf in the debate of the journey into 
Spain. 

The Kmg had, upon the Prince's return, iffued^^'^^*^ 
out writs to call a P^liament, which was in the twenty- called after 
firft year of his reign, thinking it neceflary, with rela-retumT** 
tion to the perplexities he was in, for the breach of this 
match with Spain, (which he forefaw muft enfue), and 
the fad condition of his only Daughter in Germany^ 
with her numerous iflue, to receive their grave ad«* 
vice. By the time the Parliament could meet, the 
Prince's entire confidence being repofed ftill is the 
Duke, as the King's feemed to be, the Duke had 
wrought himfelf into the very great efteem and con« 
fidence of the principal members of both Houfes of 
Parliament, who were moft like to be the leading 
men, and had all a defire to have as much reputation 
in the Court, as they had in the country. It was very 
leafonably thought neceflary, that as the King would, 
at the opening of the Parliament, make mention of 
the treaty with Spain, and more at large of his 
Daughter's being driven out of the Palatinate, which 
would require their aififtance and aid ; fo that the 
Prince and Duke ihould afterwards, to one or both 
Houfes, as occafion ihould be offered, make a relation 
of what had paffed in Spain, efpecially concerning 
the Palatinate: that fo the Houfes being put into 
ibme method and order of their future debate, they 
might be more eaiily regulated, than if they were in 
the beginning left to that liberty, which they natu- 
rally afieded, and from which they would not be re^ 
firained, but in fuch a manner as would be grateful 
to themfelyes. 

Things being thus concerted, after the Houfes had 

been 
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been three or four days together, (for in that time 
fome days were always fpent in the formairty of nam-* 
ing committees, and providing for common occur* 
rences, before they made an entrance upon more fb* 
lemn debates,) the Prince began to fpeak of the 
Spanifh affairs, and of his own journey thither ; and 
forgot not to mention the Duke with more than ordi* 
iiary afFe6lion. Whereupon it was thought fit, that 
the whole affair, which was likewife to be the priiKri^ 
pal fubjefi: matter of all their confultations, fhould 
be ftated and enlarged upon, in a conference between 
the two Houfes, which his Highnefs and the Duke 
ivere defired to manage. How little notice foevcr 
any body elfe could take of the change, the Duke 
himfelf too well knew the hearty refentment the King 
had of what had paffed, and the afieAion he ftill had 
for the Spanifh treaty ; and therefore he had done^ 
and refolved ftill to do, all he could, to make hhnfelf 
grateful to the Parliament, and popular amoiigfi: the 
people, who he knew had always detefted the match 
with Spain, or in truth any alliance with that nation. 
The ^ So when, at the conference, the Prince had made a 

mndi>ake*tihdrt introduAion to the bufinefs, and faid fome very- 
JS^^^^kind things of the Duke, of his wonderful care of 
j^^^^^^^him whilft he was in Spain, and the great dexterity 
twecn both he ufed in getting him away^ he referred the whole 
relation to him ; who faid, ^' That the true ground of 
** the Prince's journey into Spain, which he well 
y knew had begot fuch a terrible panting in the 
^' hearts of all good Englifhmen, had been only to 
*• make a clear difcovery of the fincerity of the Spa- 
^^ niard, and, if his intentions were real, to put a fpeedy 
** end to it by marrying of the lady upon the place : 
y if he found it otherwife, to put his fkther and him- 

'^felf 
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'' felf at liberty to difpofe of himfelf in fame other' 
«* place* That the Ambaffador, in whofe hands that 
'^ great affair was folely managed, when in one dif- 
** patch he writ that all was concluded, in the next 
*' ufed to give an account of new difficulties, and new 
^< demands : and, when all things were adjufted at 
^^ Madrid, fome unexpected fcruples difcovered them- 
" felves at 'Rome, with which the councils in Spain 
^^ feemed to be fui^rifed, and appeared to be con-^ 
" founded, and not to know what to fay. Thefe ebbs 
^* and floods made the Prince apprehend, that the 
" purpofc was to amufe us, whilft they had other de- 
" figns in fecret agitation* And thereupon, that his 
** Highnefs had prevailed with his father (how un- 
^^ willing foever) to permit him to make the jour- 
*^ncy, that he might make that ufeful difcoverj% 
" which could not otherwife be made in any feafon- 
** able time. 

" That they no fooner came to Madrid, than they 
^ difcovered (though the Prince was treated with all 
'' the refped due to his greatnefs, and the obligation 
'^ he had laid upon that nation) that there had never 
^^ been any real purpofe that the Infanta ihould be 
^- given to him : that, during fo long an abode as his 
^ Highnefs made there, they had never procured the 
" difpenlation from Rome^ which they might eafily 
" have done : and that, at laft, upon the death bf the 
" Pope, Gregory XV. the whole procefs was to begin 
*' again, and would be tranfa<5led with the formalities, 
'^ which they ihould find neceifary to their otlier af- 
^^ furs. That, inftead of proceeding upon the articles, 
^.^ which had been pretended to be concluded, thejr 
^ urged nothing but new demands, and in matters of 
^ religion fo peremptorily, that the-^principal clergy- 
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'^ men, and the mofli eminent of that King's preach- 
«^ crs, had frequent conferences with the Prince, to 
^^ perfuade him to change his feligion, and becon^ a 
« Papift. And, in order to move him the more fac- 
" cefsfuUy theremito, they procured the Pope to 
*^ write a letter himfelf to his Highnefs, putting him 
*' in mind of the religion of his anceftp^ and proge- 
^^ nitors, and conjuring him to returii to the fame 
'* faith : but that it had pleafed God not only to give 
^^ the Prince a conilant and unfhaken heart in his 
^^ religion^ but fuch wonderful abilities to defend the 
" fame in his difcourfe and arguments^ that they 
^* ftood amazed to hear him^ and upon the matter 
'^ confefled, that they were not able to anfwer him. 

*' That they would not fufFer the Prince to confer 
** with, or fo much as to fpeak to hardly, and very 
** rarely to fee his miftrefs, whom they pretended he 
" ihould forthwith marry. That they could never 
"obtain any better anfwer in the bufinefs of the Pa- 
^Matinate, than that the reftoring it was not in the 
" power of that King, though it had been taken by 
" the fole power of Spain, and the Spanifh army, un- 
" der the command of the Marquis Spinola, who was 
** then in the entire pofleilion of it : but that his Ca- 
*' tholic Majefty would ufc his interpofition, with all 
" the credit he had with the Emperor and Duke of 
" Bavaria, without whofe joint confent it could not be 
^^ done, and whofe confent he hoped to obtain : but 
'^ that he was well afliired, that there was no more 
" real intension in that point of reftitution, than in 
" the other of marri^e ; and that the Palatinate could 
*^ not be hoped to be recovered any other way than 
^* by force, which would eafily bring it to pafs." 

Throughout his whole difcourfe he made freqt^nt 
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reflexions upon the Earl of Briftol, as if he very well 
knew the Spaniards purpofes in the whole, and con- 
curred with them in it» ^* That he was fo much trou- 
" bled when he firfi: faw the Prince, who alighted at 
'^ his lioufe, that he could not contain himfelf, but 
^ wiihed that his Highnefs were at home again ; that 
*^ he had afterwards, when he found that his High^ 
*^ nefs liked the In&nta, perfuaded him in private that 
'^ he would become a Papiil; and that, without chang-^ 
*' ing his religion, it would not be poifible ever to 
<< compafs that marriage." 

He told them, '^ That the King had fent for the 
^^ Earl to return home, where he Ihould be called to 
*^ account for all his mifcarriages." Whereas in truth 
the King had recalled him rather to aliift him againft 
the Duke, than to expofe him to his malice and fury; 
his Majefly having a great efteeih of that EarFs fide- 
lity to him, and of his great abilities* 

The conference ended in a wonderful applaufe, iuThe p^tia- 
both Houfes, of the Prince and Duke's behaviour and{JIt^^„'JJon 
carriage throughout the affair, and in a hafly refo-j^'^^^j^ 
lution to diifuade the King from entertaining any far-Sp*m. 
ther motions towards the match, and frankly and re- 
folutely to enter into a war with Spain ; towards the 
carrying on of which they raifed great mountains of 
promifes, and, prevailing in the firft, never remem- 
bered to make good the latter ; which too often falls 
out in fuch counfels. 

When King James was informed of what the Duke King 
had fo confidently avowed, for which he had not au-jj^^" 
thority, or the leafk direAion from him, and a greatj^^^^^^pj^- 
part whereof himfelf knew to be untrue ; and that he the oukis 
had advifed an utter breach of the treaty, and to en-b^o&! 
ter upon a wu* with Spain^ he was infinitely offended; 
VOL, I. jy fo 
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ib^ that he w^anted only a refolute and briflc coun* 
iellor to aflift him in deflroying the Duke : and fuch 
a one he promifed himfelf in the arrival of the Earl of 
Briftol, whom he cxpeftcd every day. 
TheEwiof His Majeftv had another exception againft the 
his rife and Duke, which touched him as near^ and m which he 
enlarged himfelf much more. Lionel Cranfeild, who, 
though extraAed from a Gentleman's ^mily, had 
been bred in the city, and, being a man of gceat wit 
and underflanding in all the myilertes of tade,. had 
found means to work himfelf into the good opinion 
and favour of the Duke of Biickingham ; and hav* 
ing fhortly after married a near relation of the 
Duke's^ with wonderful expedition was made a Privy- 
Coimfellor, Mafter of the Wardrobe, Mafter of the 
Wards^ and, without parting with any of thefe^ was 
now become Lord High Treafurer of En^and, and 
Earl of Middlefex, and had gained fo much credit 
with the King, (being in truth a man of great parts 
and notable dexterity), that, during the Duke^s ab- 
fence in Spain, he was not only negligent in the ifiuing 
out fuch fums^ of money as were neceflary for the 
defraying thofe unlimited expences, and to corre- 
fpond with him with that deference he had ufed to 
do, but had the coun^e to difpute his commands^ 
and to appeal to the King, whofe ear was always in- 
clined to him, and in whom he begun to beliere 
himfelf fo far fattened, that he ffaould not ftand in 
need of the future fupport of the favourite. And of 
all this the Duke could not be without ample inlbmi* 
ation, as well from his own creatures, who were near 
enough to obferve, as from others ; who, caring for 
neither of them, were more fcandalized at fo precipi*- 
tate a promotion of a perfon of fuch an education, 

and 
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And whom' they h&d long known fo much their infe- 
rior^ though it Gonld not be denied^ that he filled thd 
places he held with great abilities. 

The Duke no iboner found the ParHament difpofe4 
to a good opinion of him^ and being well afTured of 
the Piince's faft kindnefs, than he projeded the ruin 
of this bold rival of his, of whom he faw clearly 
enough that the King had fo good an opinion, that it 
would not be in his fole power to crufh him, as he 
had done others in the lame and as high a fiation. 
And fo he eafily procured fome leading men in tht 
Houfe of Commons, to caufe an impeachment for fe- 
veral corruptions and mifdemeanors to be fent up to 
the Houfe of Peers againft that great Miniftcr, whoiti 
they had fo lately known their equal in that Houfe ; 
which (befides fheir natural inclination to that kind 
of corrediion) difpofed them with great alacrity to 
this profecution. The wife Kif^ kne\y well enough 
the ill confequence that muft attend fuch ah activity; 
and that it would fhake his own authority in the 
choice of his own minifters, when they ihould find, 
that their fecurity did not depend folely upon his own 
prote^ion : which breach upon his kingly power was . 
fo much without a precedent, (except one unhappy 
one made three years before, to gratify likewife a 
private dif]^eafure), that the like had not been prac* 
tifcd in very many years. 

When this profecution was firft entered upon, and 
that the King clearly difcerned it was contrived by 
the Duke, and that he had likewife prevailed with th^ 
Prince to be weU pleafed v^rith it ; his Majefty fent 
for them, and with much warmth and palfion dif^ 
fmded tkeAi from appearing farther in it ; and con^* 
jured them " te u& aU their inteitft a^d wtliority 
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^^ to reftrain it, as fuch a wound to the CroWh, that 
5* would not be eafily healed." And when he found 
the Duke unmoved by all the confiderations, and ar- 
guments, and conunands he had offered, he faid, in 
great cholet, " By God, Stexmy, you are a fool, and 
** will Ihortly repent this folly, and will find, that, in 
** this fit of popularity, you arc making a rod, with 
*^ which you will be fcourged yourfelf." And turning 
in fome anger to the Prince, told him, " That he 
" would live to have his belly full of parliament im- 
'^ peachments : and when I fhall be dead, you will 
*^ have too much caufe to remember, how much you 
** have contributed to the weakening of the Crown, 
'* by the two precedents you are now fo fond of;" 
intending as well the engaging the Parliament in the 
war, as the profecution of the Earl of Middlefex. 

But the Duke*s power (fupported by the Prince's 
countenance) was grown fo great in the two Houfes, 
that it was in vain for the King to interpofe ; and fo 
(notwithilanding fo good a defence made by the 
Earl, that he was abfolved from any notorious crime 
by the impartial opinion of many of thofe who 
heard all the evidence) he was at laft condemned in a 
great fine to a long and ftri^ imprifonment, and ne- 
ver to fit in Parliament during his life : a claufe of 
fuch a nature as was never before found in any judg- 
ment of Parliament, and, in truth, not to be infiidled 
upon any Peer but by attainder. 
' How much alienated foever the King's affedlion 
was in truth from the Duke, upon thefe three provo- 
cations; I. The Prince's journey into Spain ; a. The 
engaging the Parliament to break the match and 
treaty with Spain, and to make a war againft that 
crown; and 3« The facrificing the Earl of Middle* 
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fex in fuch a manner, upon his own animolity ; yet 
he was fo far from thinking fit to manifeft it, (except 
in whifpers to very few men), that he was prevailed 
with to reftrain the Earl of Briftol upon his firft ar- 
rival, without permitting him to come into his pre- 
fence, which he had pofitively promifed, and refolved 
to do; and in the end fufFered his Attorney General The Eiri of 
to exhibit a charge of high treafon, in his Majefty*Scafed in^ 
name, againft the faid Earl, who was thereupon com-^*^*"^'*** 
mitted to the Tower ; but fo little dejcAed with it, 
that he anfwered the articles with great fteadinefs and 
unconcemednefs, and exhibited another charge ofAccnibthe 
high treafon againft the Duke in many particulars. 

And in this order and method the war was haftily 
entered into againft Spain, and a new treaty fet on 
foot for the Prince of Wales with the daughter of 
France ; which was quickly concluded, though not 
fully completed till after the death of King James ; 
who, in the fpring following, after a ihort indiipo- 
iition by the gout, fell into an ague, which, meeting 
many humours in a fat, unwieldy body of fifty-eight 
years old, in four or five fits carried him out of the k. James 
world. After whofe death many fcandalous and libel- *^**** 
lous difcourfes were raifed, without the leaft colour or 
ground ; as appeared upon the ftri<^eft and moft ma- 
licious examination that could be made, long after, 
in a time of licence, when nobody was afraid of <^-* 
fending majefty, and when profecuting the higheft 
reproaches and contumelies againft the royal family 
was held very meritorious. 

Upon the death, of King James, Charles Prince of Pnnce 
Wales fucceeded to the Crown, with as univerfal 2i^l'^!Z' 
joy in the, people as can be imagined, and in a con «**'=^^"^'^J| 
juncture, when all the other parts of Chriftcndom,«nfiivoui. 
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being engaged in war, were very folicitous for his 
firicndfliip ; and the more, becaufe he had already 
difcovered an a6t:ivity, that was not like to fuffer him 
to fit ftill. The Duke continued in the fame degree 
of favour ^t the le^ift with the fon> which he had enjoy- 
ed fo many years ufider the father. A rare felicity I fel- 
dom known, and in which the expectation of very 
many was exceedingly difappointed ; who, knowing 
the great jealoufy and indignation that the Prince 
had heretofore conceived againfl the Duke, for hav^ 
ing been once very near ftriking him, expeded that 
he would new remeinber that infolence, of which he 
then fo often complained ; without confidering the 
opportunity tht Duke had, by the converfatjon with 
the Prince, during his journey into Spain, (which was 
fo grateful to him), and whilft he was there, to ^ipe 
eut the memory of all former overiights, by making 
them appev to be of a lefs magnitude than .they had 
been underflood before, and to be excufable from 
ether caufes, flill being fevere enough to himfelf for 
his unwary part, whatfoever excufes he might make 
for the excefs ; and by this means to make new vows 
for himfelf, and to tie new knots to reftraln the 
Prince from future jealoufies. And it is very true, 
his hopes in this kind never failed him ; the new 
King, from the death of the old even to the death of 
the Duke himfelf, difcovering the moft entire confix 
dence in, and even friendfhip to him, that ever King 
had fhewcd to any fubjecft : all preferments in Church 
and State given by him ; all his kindred and friends 
promoted to the degree in honour, or riches, or of- 
fices, that he thought fit, and all his enemies and en- 
viers difcountenanced as he appointed. 

But a Parliament was neceffary to be called, as at 

the 
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the entrance of all Kings to the Crown, for the cqn-^|j^j^.^ 
tinuance of fome fupplies and revenue to the King,firftPar- 
which have been ftill ufed to be granted in that fea-c^ed. 
ion. And now he quickly found how prophetic the 
laft King's predictions had proved, and were like to 
prove. The Parliament that had fo raihly advanced 
the war, and fo pailionately adhered to his perfon, 
y^a$ now no more ; and though the Houfe of Peers 
confifted &i\\ of the lame men, and moft of the prin- 
cipal men of the Houfe of Commons were again elect- 
ed to ferve in this Parliament, yet they were far from 
wedding the war, or taking themfelves to be concerned 
to make good any declaration made by the fdimer : fo 
that, though the war was entered in, all hope of obtain-* 
ing money to carry it on was even defperate ; and the 
affe&ion they had for the Duke and confidence in 
him was not then £0 manifeft, as the prejudice they 
had now, and animofity againil him, was vifible to all 
the world : all the actions of his life ripped up and 
furveyed, and all malicious glofies made upon all he 
had (aid and all he had done : votes and remon- 
ftrsnces paifed againft him as an enemy to the pub- 
lic; and his ill management made the ground of 
their refulal to give the King that fupply he had rea*- 
fon to expeA, and was abfolutely neceifary to the 
fiate he was in. And this kind of treatment was fo ill 
futted to the Duke^s great fpirit, which indeed might 
have eaiily been bowed, but could very hardly be 
broken, that it wrought contrary effects upon his high 
mind, and his indignation, to find himfelf fo ufed by 
the fame men. For they who flattered him moft be- 
fore, mentioned liim now with the greateft bitternefs 
and acrimony; and the fame men who had called 
him our iaviour, for bringing the Prince fafe out of 
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Spain, called him now the corrupter of the King, and 
betrayer of the liberties of the people, without im- 
puting the leaft crime to him, to have been commit- 
ted iince the time of that exalted adulation, or that 
was not then as much known to them, as it could be 
now ; fo fiu£tuating and unfteady a teftimony is the 
applaufe of popular counciU. 
ThatPwiia- This indignation, I lay, fa tranfported the Duke, 
thrn»t that he thought neceflary to publifh and manifeft a 
•JI^^'IJfoTgreater contempt of: them than he Ihould have done ; 
the Duke, caufing this and the next Parliament to be quickly 
difTolved, as foon as they feemed to entertain coon- 
fels not grateful to him, and before he could well de- 
termine and judge what their temper was in tmth like 
to prove : and upon every difiblution^ fuch as had 
given any offence were imprifoned or di%raced; 
new projects were every day fet on foot for money, 
which ferved only to offend and incenfe the peopki 
and brought little fupplies to the King*s occafions, 
yet r^fed a great ftock for expoftulation, murmur, 
and complaint, to be expofed when other fupplies 
V ihould be required. And many perfons of the beft 
quality and condition under the Peerage were com- 
mitted to feveral prifons, with circumftances unufual 
and unheard of, for refiifing to pay money required 
by thofe extraordinary ways ; and the Duke himfelf 
would pafHonately fay, and frequently do, many 
things, which only grieved his friends and incenfed 
his enemies, and gave them as well the ability as the 
inclination to do him much harm. 
Awar~de. In this fatal conjundure, and after many feveral 
Fi^cc7*^coftly embaifies into Prance, in the laft of which the 
Puke himfelf went, and brought triumphantly home 
with him the Queen, to the joy of the nation; in a 
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time, when all endeavours jfhould have been ufed to 
have extinguilhed that war, in which the King was 
fo unhappily engaged againft Spain, a new war was as 
precipitately declared againft France ; and the fleet, 
that had been unwarily deligned to have furprifed 
Cales, under a General very imequal to that great 
work, was no fooner returned without fuccefs, and 
with much damage, than it was repaired, and the 
amiy reinforced for the invalion of France ; in whiph 
the Duke was General himfelf, and made that unfor* 
tunate defcent upon the Ifle of Rh€, which was quick- 
ly afterwards attended with many unprofperous at- 
tempts, and then with a miferable retreat, in which 
the flower of the army was loft. So that how ill fo- 
CTcr Spain and France were inclined to each other, 
they were both bitter enemies to England; whilft 
England itfelf was fo totally taken up with the 
thought of revenge upon the perfon who they thought 
had been the caufe of their diftrefs, that they never 
conlidered^ that the (ad efTefts of it (if not inftantly 
provided againft) muft inevitably deftroy the king- 
dom ; and gave no truce to their rage, till the Duke 
iiniihed his courfe by a wicked aflailination in the 
fourth year of the King, and the thirty-iixth of his 
age. 

John Felton, an obfcurc man in his own perfon,T!ie«<!im- 
who had been bred a foldier, and lately a LieutenanttheDukeof 
of a foot company, whofe Captain had been killedhi!^'^' 
upon the retreat at the Ifle of Rh4, upon which he 
conceived that the company of right ought to have 
been conferred upon him, and it being refufed to him 
by the Duke of Buckingham, General of the army, 
had given up his commiifion of Lieutenant, and with- 
drawn himfelf from the array. He was of a melan* 

cholic 



4Z THE HISTORY Book L 

' cholic nature, and had little converiktion with any 
body, yet of a Gentleman's family in Suffolk, of 
good fortune and reputation. From the time that he 
bad quitted the army, he refided in London ; when 
the Houfe of Commons, tranfported with pailion and 
prejudice againft the Duke of Buckingham, had ac- 
cufed him to the Houfe of Peers for fevend mifde- 
meanors and mifcarriages, and in fome declaration 
had fliyled him, " the caufc of all the evils the king- 
*^ dom fuffered, and an enemy to the public/* 

Some tianfcripts of fuch expreflions (for the late 
licenpe of printing all mutinous and feditious dif- 
courfes was not yet in fafhion) and fome general in- 
veAives he met with amongil the people, to whom 
that great man was not grateful, wrought fo far upon 
this melancholic Gentleman, that, by degrees, and (as 
he faid upon fome of his examinations) by frequently 
hearing fome popular preachers in the City, (who yet 
were not arrived at the prefumption and impudence 
they have been fince tranfported with), he believed he 
ihould do Grod good fervice, if he killed the Duke ; 
which he ihortly after refolved to do. He chofe no 
other inftrument to do it with than an ordinary knife, 
which he bought of a common Cutler for a fhilling : 
and, thus provided, he repaired to Portfmouth, where 
he arrived the eve of St. Bartholomew. The Duke 
was then there, in order to prepare and make ready 
the fleet and the army, with which he refolved in 
few days to tranfport himfelf to the relief of Rochelle, 
which was then flraitly belieged by the Cardinal 
Richelieu ; and for the relief whereof the Duke was 
the more obliged, by reafon that, at his being «t the 
-Me of Rh€, he had received great fupplies of vidtuals, 
end fome companiea of their garrifon from that town, 

the 
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the want of both which they were at thia time very 
fcnfible of, and grieved at. 

This morning of St. Bartholomew the Duke I^id re- 
ceived letters, in which he was advertifed that Rochelle 
had relieved iticlf ; upon which he dire^edthat his 
breakfaft might fpeedily be made ready, and he 
would make hafte to acquaint the King with the good 
news, the Court being then at Southwkk, the houfii 
of Sir Daniel Norton, five miles from Portfmouth. 
The chamber wherein he was drefling himfelf was 
full of company, of perfons of quality, and officers of 
the fleet and army. 

There was Monfieur de Soubize, brother to the 
Duke of Rohan, and other French Gentlemen, who 
were very folicitous for the embarkation of the army, 
and for the departure of the fleet for the relief of 
Rochelle ; and they were at that time in much trouble 
and perplexity, out of appreheniion that the news the 
Duke had received that morning might flacken the 
preparations for the voyage, which their impatience 
and intereft perfuaded them were not advanced with 
expedition ; and fo they had then held much difcourfe 
with the Duke of the impoflibility that his intelli* 
gence could be true, and that it was contrived by the 
artifice and dexterity of their enemies, in order to 
abate the warmth and zeal that was ufed for their re- 
lief, the arrival of which relief thofe enemies had fo 
much reafon to apprehend ; and a little longer delay in 
fending it would eafe them of that terrible apprehen* 
fioD, their forts and works toward the fea and in the 
harbour being almoft finiihed. 

This difcourfe, according to the natural cuftom of 
that nation, and by the ufual diale A of that language, 
was held with that paflfon and vehemence^ that the 

flinders 



44 



THE HISTORY Book I. 

ftandcrs by, who underftood not French, did believe 
that they were angry, and that they ufed the Duke 
rudely. He being ready, and informed that his break- 
faft was ready, drew towards the door, where the 
hangings were held up; and, in that very pafiage, 
turning himfelf to fpeak with Sir Thomas Fryer, a 
Colonel of the army, who was then fpeaking near his 
ear, he was on the fudden ftruck over his fhoulder 
upon the breaft with a knife ; upon which, without 
uling any other words but, ** The villain hath killed 
^' me,** and in the fame moment pulling out the knife 
himfelf, he fell down dead^ the knife having pierced 
his heart. 

No man had feen the blow, or the man who gave 
it; but in the confuiion they were in, every man 
made his own conjecture, and declared it as a thing 
known ; mofk agreeing that it was done by the 
French, from the angry difcourfe they thought they 
had heard from them. And it was a kind of a miracle^ 
that they were not all killed in that inftant; the fober 
fort, that preferved them from it, having the fame 
opinion of their guilt, and only rcferving them for 
a more judicial examination and proceeding. 

In the crowd near the door there was found upon 
the ground a hat, in the iniide whereof there was fewed 
upon the crown a paper, in which were writ four or 
five lines of that declaration made by the Houfe of 
Commons, in which they had ftyled the Duke an 
enemy to the kingdom, and under it a ihort ejacula- 
tion or two towards a prayer. It was eaiily enough 
concluded that the hat belonged to the perfon who 
had committed the murder : but the difficulty re- 
mained flill as great, who that perfon fhould be ; for 
th^ writing difcovered nothing of the name ; and 

who- 
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whofoevcr it was^ it was very natural to believe that 
he was gone bx enough not to be foimd without 4 
hat. 

In this hurry, one running one way, another an-^ 
other way, a man was feen walking before the door 
very compofedly without a hat ; whereupon one cry- 
ing out, " Here is the fellow that killed the Duke ;" 
upon which others run thither, every body aflcing, 
« Which is he ? Which is he ?" To which the man 
without the hat very compofedly anfwered, " I am 
" he.** Thereupon fome of thofe who were moft fu- 
rious, fuddenly run upon the man with their drawn 
fwords to kill him : but others, who were at leaft 
equally concerned in the lofs, and in the fenfe of it, 
defended him ; himfelf with open arms very calmly 
and cheerfully expoiing himfdf to the fbry and 
fwords of the moft enraged, as being very willing to 
fall a (acrifice to their fudden anger, rather than to be 
kept for that deliberate juftice, which he knew muft 
be executed upon him. 

He was now known enough, and eaiily difcovered 
to be that Felton, whom we mentioned before, who 
had been a Lieutenant in the army. He was quickly 
carried into a private room by the perfons of the beft 
condition, fome whereof were in authority, who firft 
thought fit fo far to diffemble, as to mention the 
Duke only grievpully wounded, but not without hope 
of recovery. Upon which Felton imiled, and laid, he 
knew well enough he had given him a blow, that hacl 
determined all their hopes. Being then aiked (which 
was the difcovery principally aimed at) by whofe in- 
ftigation he had performed that horrid and wicked 
ad, he anfwered them with a wonderful aflurance, 
*^ That they ihould not trouble themfelves in that en* 

*^quiryi 
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^'quirjr; that no mali living had credit or power 
^ enough With bim» to hare engaged or difpofed him 
^^ to fuch an adlion ; that he had never intrufted his 
*^ purpofe and rdfolution to any man ; that it pro- 
^ ceeded only from himfelf and the impulfe of his 
*^ own confeience ; and that the motives thereunto 
^* would appear, if his hat were found, in which he 
^^ had therefore fixed them, becaufe he believed it very 
'* probable that he might peJriih in the attempt. He 
*^ confeflcd that he had come to the town but the 
•* night before, and had kept his lodging, that he 
** might not be feen or taken notice of ; and that he 
** had cotnc that'' momirtg^to the Duke's lodging, 
♦• where he haifl waited at the door for his coming out; 
*^ and when he found, by the motions within, that he 
^^ was coming, he drew to the door, as if he held up 
" the hanging ; and Sir Thomas Fryer fpeaking witli 
^^ the Duke, as hath been faid, and being of a i:nuch 
** lower ftature than the Duke, who a little inclined 
^^ towards him, he took the opportunity of giving 
^' the blow over his flioulders.'* 

He fpoke'very frankly of what he had done, and 
bore the reproaches of thofe who fpoke to him, with 
the temper of a man who thought he bad not done 
amifs. But after he had been in prifon fome time, 
where he was treated without any rigour, add with 
humanity enough ; and before, and at his trial, which 
was about four months after, at the King's Bench bar, 
, he behaved himfelf with great modefty and wonderful 
repentance ; being, as he faid, convinced in his con-> 
fcience, that he had done wickedly, and aiked the 
pardon of the King, the Duchefs, and of all the 
Duke's fervants, whom he acknowledged to have of- 
fended ; and very earneftly brought the judges, thif 
. he 
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he might have his hand ftruck off, with which he had 
performed that impious z&, before he fhould be put 
to death. 

The Court was too near Portfmouth, and too many The King's 
Courtiers upon the place^ to have this murder (foSeTcwf 
barbarous in the nature and circumftances^ the like^y*,!*^^ 
whereof had not been known in England many ages)^**^^- 
long concealed from the King. His Majefty was at 
the public prayers of the Churchy when Sir John 
Hippeily came into the room^ with a troubled coun-* 
tenance^ and, without any paufe in refpeA of the ex^* 
ercife they were performing^ went dircAly to the 
King, and whifpered in his ear what had &llen out. 
His Majefty continued unmoved, and without the 
leafl change in his countenance, till {payers were" 
ended ; when he fuddenly departed to his chamber, 
and threw himfelf upon his bed, lamenting with 
much pafiion^ and with abundance of tears, the lofs 
he had of an excellent fervant, and the horrid manner 
in which he had been deprived of him ; and he con- 
tinued in this melancholic difcompofure of mind 
many days. 

Yet bis manner of receiving the news in public, 
when it was firft brought him in the prefence of fo 
many, (who knew or faw nothing of the paifion he 
expreifed upon his retreat), made many men believe, 
that the accident was not very ungrateful; at leaft, 
that it was very indifferent to him ; as being rid of a 
fervant very ungracious to the people, and the preju- 
dice to whofe perfon exceedingly obftmfted all over- 
tures made in Parliament for his fervice. 

And, upon this obfervation^ perfons of all condi- 
tions took great licence in fpeaking of the perfon of 
the Duke, and difiedting all his infirmities, believing- 

they 
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they ihoold not thereby incur any di4>l^^ure of the 
King's. In which they took very ill meafures ; for 
from that time almoil to the time of his own death, 
the King adqjitted very few into any degree of truft, 
who had ever discovered themfelves to be enenues tof 
the Duke^ or againil whom he had manifefted a nota* 
ble prejudice. And fure never any prince exprefled a 
more lively regret for the loJ& of a fervant, than his 
Majefty did for this great man, in his conftant favour 
and kindnefs to his wife and children^ in all offices of 
grace towards his fervants^ and in a wonderful folicit- 
ous care for the payment of his debts ; which, it is 
very true, were contracted for his Majefty's fcrvicc ; 
though in fuch a manner, that there remained no evi* 
dence of it, nor were any of the Duke's officers in- 
trufted with the knowledge of it, nor any record 
kept of it, but in the King's own generous memory. 
A chanaer This great man was a perfon of a noble nature, and 
Duk^ generous difpoiition, and of fuch other endowments, 
as made him very capable of being a great favourite 
to a great king. He underilood the arts of a court, 
and all the learning that is profeffed there, exactly well. 
By long practice in bulinefs, under a mafter that dif- 
courfed excellently, and furely knew all things won- 
derfully, and took much delight in indoArinating his 
young unexperienced favourite, who, he knew, would 
be always looked upon as the workmanfhip of his own 
hands, he had obtained a quick conception, and ap- 
preheniion of bufinefs, and had the habit of fpeaking 
very gracefully and pertinently. He was of a moil 
flowing courtefy and affability to all men who made 
any addrefs to him ; and fo defirous to oblige them, 
that he did not enough conHder the value of the ob- 
ligation^ or the merit of the perfon he chofe to oblige ; 

from 
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from which Itauch of his misfortune refiilted. He 
was of a courage not to be daunted, which was maiii-* 
fefted in all his adions, and in his contefts with par-*- 
ticular perfons of the greatefk reputation ; and efpe«* 
cially in his whole demeanor at the Ifle of Rh^, both 
at the landing and upon the retreat ; in both which 
no man was more fearlefs, or more ready to expofe 
himfelf to the higheft dangers. His kindnefs and af- 
fetStion to his friends was fo vehement, that they wer6 
as fo many marriages for better and worfe, and fo 
many leagues ofFenlive and defenlive ; as if he thought 
himfelf obliged to love all his friends, and to make 
war upon all they were angry with, let the caufe be 
what it would. And it cannot be denied that he was 
an enemy in the fame excefs, and profecuted thofe 
he looked upon as his enemies with the utmoi): rigour 
and animoiity, and was not eafily induced to recon-- 
ciliation. And yet there were fome examples of his 
receding in that particular. And when he was in the 
higheft pailion, he was fo far from ftooping to any dif- 
fimulation, whereby his difpleafure might be con^ 
cealed and covered till he had attained his revenge, 
(the low method of courts), that he never endeavoured 
to do any man an ill office, before he iiril told htm 
what he was to expedt from him, and reproached him 
with the injuries he had done, with fo much genero- 
fity, that the perfon found it in his power to receive 
further fatisfa<5lionj in the way he would choofe for 
himfelf. 

In this manner he proceeded with the Earl of Ox- 
ford, a man of great name in that time, and whom he 
had endeavoured by many civil offices to make his ^ 
£iend, and who feemed equally to incline to the 
iiiendf&ip : when he difcovered (or, as many thought, 

TOL. I. fi but 
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but fufpe<fted) that the E^l was entered into fome 
cabal in Parliament againft him; he could not be dif- 
fuaded by any of his friends^ to whom he imparted 
his refolution ; but meeting the Earl the next day, he 
took him afide, and after many reproaches for fuch 
and fuch ill offices he had done him^ and for break- 
ing his word towards him, he told him, " he would 
*^ rely no longer on his friendfhip, nor ihould he ex* 
*' peA any further friendfhip from him, but, on the 
*' contrary, he would be for ever his enemy^ and do 
^' him all the mifchief he could." The Earl, (who^ 
as many thought, had not been faulty towards him^ 
was as great-hearted as he, and thought the very 
fufpefting him to be an injury unpardonable,) without 
any reply to the particulars, declared, " that he nei- 
" ther cared for his friendlhip, nor feared his hatred;" 
and from thence avowedly entered into the converla- 
tion and confidence of thofe who were always awake 
to difcover, and folicitous to purfue^ any thing that 
might prove to his difadvantage ; which was of evil 
confequence to the Duke, the Earl being of the moft 
ancient of the nobility, and a man of great courage^ 
and of a family which had in no time fwerred from 
its fidelity to the Crown. 

Sir Francis Cottington, who was Secretary to the 
Prince, and not grown courtier enough to diflembk 
his opinion, had given the Duke offence before his 
journey into Spain, as is before touched upon, and 
improved that prejudice, after his coming thither, by 
difpofing the Prince all he could to the marriage* of 
the Infenta ; and by his behaviour after his return, in 
juftifying to King James, who had a very good opi- 
nion of him, the fincerity of the Spaniard in the trea^ 
ty of the marriage, « That they did in truth defire it, 

«*and 



OP THE REBELLION, &c. 51 

^' and were fully refolved to gratify his Majefty in the 
" bufinefs of the Palatinate ; and only deli red, in the 
*' manner of it, to gratify the Emperor and the Duke 
** of Bavaria all they could, which would take up 
'* very little time.** All which being fo contrary to 
the Duke's purpofes and refolutions, his difpleafure 
to Cottington was fufficiently manifeft. And King 
James was no fooner dead, and the new officers and 
orders made, but the profits and privileges which had 
ufed to be continued to him who had been Secretary, 
till feme other promotion, were all retrenched. And 
when he was one morning attending in the privy 
lodgings, as he was acciiflomed to do, one of the Se- 
cretaries of State came to him, and told him, " that it 
** was the King's pleafure he fhould no more prefume 
** ft) come into thofc rooms ;'* (which was the firfl 
inftance he had received of the King's disfavour;) and 
at the fame inflrant the Duke entered into that quar- 
ter. Sir Francis Cottington addrefTed himfelf to- 
wards him, and defired " he would give him leave to 
*' fpeak to him :" upon which the Duke inclining his 
car, moved to a window from the company, and the 
other told him, " that he received every day frefh 
"marks of his feverity;" mentioned the mefTage 
which had been then delivered to him, and defired 
only to know, '* whether it could not be in his power, 
" by all duriful application, and all poffible fervice, 
" to be reflored to the good opinion his Grace had 
** once vouchfafed to have of him, and to be admitted 
•'to ferve him?" The -Duke heard him without 
the leaft commotion, and with a countenance ferene 
enough, and then anfwered him, *^ That he would deal 
** very clearly with him 5 that it was utterly impoffi- 
** ble to bring that to pafs which he had propofed : 

s 2 ** that 
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^* that he was not only firmly refolved never to ti;uft 
^* him, or to have to do with him ; but that he was, 
^* and would be always, his declared enemy ; and 
^* that he would do always whatfoever fliould be in 
*' his power to ruin and deftroy him, and of this 
" he might be moft alTured :" without mentioning 
any particular ground for his fo heightened difplea- 
fure. 

The other very calmly replied to him, (as he was 
mailer of an incomparable temper) " That fince he 
** was refolved never to do him good, he hoped, from 
" his juftice and gencrofity, that he would not fufFer 
** himfelf to gain by his lofs ; that he had laid out by 
^* his command fo much money for jewels and pic- 
'^ tures, which he had received : and that, in hope of 
^' his future favour, he had once prefented a fuit#of 
** hangings to him, which coft him 800I. which he 
" hoped he would caufe to be reftored to him, and 
^' that he would not let him be fo great a lofer by 
" him." The Duke anfwered, " he was in the right ; 
*^ that he Ihould the next morning go to Oliver, (who 
*' was his receiver), and give him a particular account 
** of all the money due to him, and he fhould pre- 
^^ fently pay him :" which was done the next morn- 
ing accordingly, without the leaft abatement of any of 
his demands. 

And he was fo far reconciled to him before his 
death, that being refolved to make peace with Spain, 
to the end he might more vigoroufly purfue the war 
with France, (to which his heart was moft paflionate- 
ly fixed), he fent for Cottington to come to him, and 
aiter conference with him, told him, *' the King would 
f < fend him Ambafiador thither, and that he fhould at- 
^< tend him at Portfmouth for his difpatch.'* 

His 
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His fingle misfortune was, (which indeed was produc- 
tive of many greater), that he never made a noble and a 
worthy friendfhip with a man fo near his equal, that 
he would frankly advife him for his honour and true 
intereft, againft the current, or rather the torrent, o^ 
his impetuous paflions ; which was partly the vice of 
the time, wheh the Court was not replenifhed with 
great choice of excellent men ; and partly the vice of 
the perfons who were moft worthy to be applied to, 
and looked upon his youth, and his obfcurity before 
his rife, as obligations upon him to gain their friend- 
ihips by extraordinary application. Then his afcent 
was fo quick, that it feemed rather a flight than a 
growth i and he was fuch a darling of fortune, that 
he was at the top before he was well feen at the bot- 
tom ; and, as if he had been born a favourite, he was 
fupreme the firft month he came to Court ; and it 
was want of confidence, not of credit, that he had not 
all at firft, which he obtained afterwards; never meet-* 
ing with the leaft obftrudlion from his fetting out, till 
he was as great as he could be : fo that he wanted de- 
pendants before he thought he could want coadjutors^ 
Nor was he very fortunate in the eledlion of thofe 
dependants, very few of his fervants having been ever 
qualified enough to ailift or advife him; and they 
were intent only upon growing rich under him, not 
upon their mafter*s growing good as well as great : 
infomuch as he was throughout his fortune a much^ 
wifer man than any fervant or friend he had. 

L(Ct the fault or misfortune be what or whence it 
will, it may reafonably be believed, that, if he had 
been bleffed with one faithful friend, who had beea 
qualified with wifdom and integrity, that great perfoa 
would have conunitted as few faults, and done at 

M 3 tranfcen- 
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tranfcendent worthy aftions, as any man who fhincd 
in fuch a fphere in that age in Europe. For he was 
of an excellent difpofition, and of a mind very capa* 
ble of advice and counfeL He was in his nature juft 
and candid, liberal, generous, and bountiful ; nor was 
it ever known, that the temptation of money fwayed 
liim to do an unjuft or unkind thing.- And though 
he left a very great eftate to his heirs ; coniidering 
the vaft fortune he inherited by his wife, the folc 
daughter and heir of Francis Earl of Rutland, he 
owed no part of it to his own induftry or folicitation, 
but to the impatient humour of two Kings his maf- 
ters, who would make his fortune equal to his tides, 
and the one as much above other men, as the other 
was. And he confidered it no otherwife than as 
theirs, and left it at his death engaged for the Crown, 
almoft to the value of it, as is touched upon be- 
fore. 

If he had an immoderate ambition, with which he 
was charged, and is a weed (if it be a weed) apt to 
grow in the beft foils ; it doth not appear that it was 
in his nature, or that he brought it with him to the 
Court, but rather found it there, and was a garment 
neceflary for that air. Nor was it more in his power 
to be without promotion, and titles, and wealth, than 
for a healthy man to fit in the fun in the brighteft 
dog-days, and remain without any warmth. He need* 
ed no ambition, who was fo feated in the hearts of two 
fuch mafters. 

There are two particulars, which lie heavleft upon 
his memory, either of them aggravated by circum- 
ftances very important, and which adminifter frequent 
occafions by their efFe<Sls to be remembered. 

The firft, his engaging his old unwilling mafter and 

the 
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the kingdom in the war with Spain, (not to mention 
the bold journey thither, or the breach of that match), 
in a time when the Crown was fo poor, and the peo- 
ple more inclined to a bold cnqufry, how it came to 
be fo, than dutiful to provide for its fupply: and 
this only upon perfonal animofities between him and 
the Duke of Olivarcz, the fole favourite in that 
Court, and thofe animofities from very trivial provo- 
cations, which flowed indeed from no other fountain, 
than that the nature and education of Spain reflrained 
men from that gaiety and frolic humour, to which 
the Princess Court was more inclined. And Olivarez 
had been heard to cenfure very feverely the Duke's 
fiitniliarity and want of refpedl towards the Prince, (a 
crime monftrbus to the Spaniard), and had faid, that 
'^ if the Infanta did not, as foon as ihe was married, 
" fupprefs that licence, fhe would herfelf quickly un- 
" dergo the mifchief of it :'• which gave the firfk 
alarai to the Duke to apprehend his own ruin in that 
union, and accordingly to ufe all his endeavours to 
break and prevent it : and from that time he took all 
occafions to quarrel with and reproach the Conde 
Duke. 

One niorning the King defired the Prince to take 
the air, and to vifit a little houfe of pleafure he had 
(the Prado) four miles from Madrid, flanding in a 
foreft, where he ufed fometimes to hunt 5 and the 
Duke not being ready, the King and the Prince and 
the Infante Don Carlos went into the coach, the 
King likewife calling the Earl of Briflol into that 
coach to affifl them in their converfation, the Prince 
then not fpeaking any Spanifh ; and left Olivarez to 
follow in the coach with the Duke of Buckingham. 
When the Duke came, they went into the coach, ac- 
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companied with others of both nations, and proceeded 
very cheerfully towards the overtaking the King: but 
when upon the way he heard that the Earl of Briftol 
was in the coach with the King, he broke out into a 
great paiiion^ reviled the Conde Duke as the contriver 
of the affront^ reproached the Earl of Briftol for his 
prefumption, in taking the place which in all refpefts 
belonged to him, who was joined with him as Am- 
baflador extraordinary, s^id came laft from the pre* 
fence of his Matter, and refolved to go out of the 
coach, and to return to Madrid. Olivarez eafily dif- 
covered by the diforder, and the noife, and the tone, 
that the Duke was very angry, without comprehend- 
ing the caufe of it ; only found that the Earl of Brif- 
tol was often named with fuch a tone^ that he began 
to fufpeA what in truth might be the caufe. And 
thereupon he commanded a gentleman^ who was on 
horfeback^ with all fpeed to overtake the King's 
coach, and deiire that it might ftay ; intimating, that 
the Duke had taken fome difpleafure^ the ground 
whereof was not enough underftood^ Upon which 
the King*s coach ftayed; and when the other ap* 
proached within diftance, the Conde Duke alighted, 
and acqu^nted the King with what he had obferved^ 
and what he conceived. The King himfelf alighted, 
made great compliments to the Duke, the Earl of 
Briftol excuiing himfelf upon the King's command, 
that he fhould ferve as interpreter. In the end Don 
Carlos went into the coach with the favourite^ and 
the Duke and the Earl of Briftol went with the King 
and the Prince ; and fo they profecuted their jour- 
ney, and after dinner returned in the fame manner to 
Madrid. 

This^ with all the circumftances of |t^ adminiftered 

wonder* 
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wonderful occaflon of difcourfe in th§ Court and 
country, there never having been fuch a comet feen 
in that hemifphere ; their fubmifs reverence to their 
princes being a vital part of their religion. 

There were very few days pafled afterwards, in 
which there was not fome manifeftation of the higheft 
difpleafure and hatred in the Duke againft the Earl 
of Briftol. And when the Conde Duke had fome 
eclairciflement with the Duke, in which he made all 
the proteftations of his fincere afiedtion, and his defire 
to maintain a clear and faithful friendihip with him, 
which he conceived might be, in fome degree, ufeful 
to both their mailers; the other received his protefta^ 
tions with all contempt, and declared, with a very un- 
necellary franknefs, ^^ that he would have no friend* 
<^ fhip with him," 

The next day after the King returned from accom^ 
panying the Prince towards the fea, where, at parting, 
there were all poffible demonftrations of mutual affec-* 
tion between them ; the King caufed a fair pillar to 
be crcAcd in the place where they laft embraced each 
other, with infcriptions of great honour to the Prince; 
there being then in that Court not the leaft fufpicion, 
or imagination, that the marriage would not fucceed. 
Infomuch that afterwards, upon the news from Rome, 
that the difpenfation was granted, the Prince having 
left the Defponforios in the hands of the Earl of Brif« 
tol, in which the Infante Don Carlos was conftituted 
the Prince's proxy to marry the Infanta on his be- 
half; Ihe was treated as Princefs of Wales, the Queen 
gave her place, and the Engliih Ambaffador had fre- 
quent audiences, as with his miftrefs, in which he 
would not be covered : yet, I fay, the very next day 
^er the Prince's departure from the King, I^Ir. Clark, 

one 
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one of the Prince's bedchamber, who had formerly 
ferved the Duke, was fent back to Madrid, upon pre- 
tence that fomewhat was forgotten there, but in truth, 
with orders to the Earl of Briftol not to deliver the 
Defponforios (which, by the articles, he was obliged 
to do within fifteen days after the arrival of the diC- 
penfation) until he fhould receive further orders from 
the Prince, or King, after his return into England. 

Mr. Clark was not to deliver this letter to the Am- 
baflador, till he was fure the difpenfation was come ; 
of which he could not be advertifed in the inftant. 
But he lodging in the AmbafTador's houfe, and falling 
fick of a calenture, which the phyficians thought 
would prove mortal, he fent for the Earl to come to 
his bed fide, and delivered him the letter before the 
arrival of the difpenfation, though long after it was 
known to be granted ; upon which all thofe ceremo-» 
jiies were performed to the Infanta. 

By thefe means, and by this method, this great af- 
fair, upon which the eyes of Chriftendom had been fo 
long fixed, came to be diflblved, without the leaft 
mixture with, or contribution from, thofe amours^ 
w^ich were afterwards fo confidently difcourfed of. 
For though the Duke was naturally carried violently 
to thofe pafilons, when there was any grace or beauty 
in the objedt ; yet the Duchefs of Olivarez, of whom 
was the talk, was then a woman fo old, paft children, 
of fo abjcft a prefence, in a word, fo crooked and 
deformed, that Ihe could neither tempt his appetite, 
nor magnify his revenge. And whatfoever he did af. 
terwards in England was but tueri opus, and to profc- 
cute the defign he had, upon the reafon and provbca- 
tion aforefaid, fo long before contrived during his 
^bode in Spain. 

The 
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The other particular, by which he involved himfelf 
in fo many £ital intricacies, from which he could ne- 
ver extricate himfelf, was, his running violently into 
the war with France, without any kind of provocation, 
and upon a particular paliion very unwarrantable. In 
his cmbafly in France, where his perfon and prefence 
was wonderfully admired and eileemed, (and in trutK 
it was a wonder in the eyes of all men), and in which 
he appeared with all the luftre the wealth of England 
could adorn him with, and outfhined all the bravery 
that Court could drefs itfelf in, and overaAed the 
whole nation in their own moft peculiar vanities ; he 
had the ambition to fix his eyes upon, and to dedi- 
cate his moft violent aiFedlion to, a Lady of a very 
fublime quality, and to purfue it with moft importu^ 
nate addreffes ; infomuch as when the King had 
brought the Queen his iifter as far as he meant to do, 
and delivered her into the hands of the Duke, to be 
by him conduced into England ; the Duke, in his 
journey, after the departure from that Court, took a 
refoltttion once more to make a vilit to that gitat 
Lady, which he believed he might do with much pri- 
vacy. But it was fo eafily difcovered, that provifion 
was made for his reception ; and if he had purfued 
his attempt, he had been without doubt affaliinated ; 
of which he had only fo much notice, as ferved him 
to decline the danger. But he fwore, in the infiant^ 
''that he would fee and fpeak with that Lady, in 
" fpite of the ffarength and power of France.'* And 
from the time that the Queen arrived in England, he 
took all the ways he could to undervalue and exafpe- 
ratc that Court and nation, by caufing all thofe who 
fled into, England from the juftice and difpleafure of 
that King, to be received and entertained here, not 

only 
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only with ceremony and fecurity, but with bounty 
and magnificence ; and the more extraordinary the 
perfons were, and the more notorious their King's dif- 
pleafure was towards them, (as in that time there were 
very many lords and ladies in thofe circumftances), 
the more refpedlfully they were received and efteem- 
ed. He omitted no opportunity to incenfe the King 
againft France, and to difpofe him to affift the Hu- 
gonots, whom he likewife encouraged to give their 
King fome trouble. 

And, which was worfe than all this, he took great 
pains to leflen the King's afFeAion towards his young 
Queen, being exceedingly jealous, left her intercft 
might be of force enough to crofs his other deligns : 
and in this ftratagem, he fo far fwerved from the in- 
ftin(% of his nature and his proper inclinations, that 
he, who was compounded of all the elements of ajffa- 
bility and courtefy towards all kind of people, had 
brought himfelf to a habit of neglect, and even of 
rudenefs, towards the Queen* 

One day, when he unjuftly apprehended that Ihe 
had fhewed fome difrefpedt to his mother, in not go- 
ing to her lodging at an hour ihe had intended to go, 
and was hindered by a mere accident, he came into 
|ier chamber in much paflion, and, after fome expof- 
tulations rude enough, he told her, ^^ ihe fliould re- 
^* pent it." Her Majefty anfwering with fome quick- 
nefs, he replied infolently to her, " that there had 
** been queens in England, who had loft their heads/' 
And it was univerfally known, that, during his life, 
the Queen never had any credit with the King, with 
reference to any public affairs, and fo could not di- 
vert the refolution of making a war with France. 

The war with Spain had found the nation in a fur-* 

fcit 
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feit of a long peace, and in a difpofition inclinable 
enough to war with that nation, which might put an 
end to an alliance the mofk ungrateful to them, and 
which they moil feared, and from whence no other 
damage had yet befallen them, than a chargeable and 
unfaccefsfal voyage by fea, without the lofs of fliips 
or men. But a war with France mull be carried on 
at another rate and expence. ' Beiides, the nation was 
weary and furfeited with the firft, before the fecond 
was entered upon ; and it was very vifib^e to wife 
men, that when the general trade of the kingdom, 
from whence the fupport of the Crown principally rc- 
fulted, fhould be utterly extinguifhed with France, as 
it was with Spain, and interrupted or obftrudled with 
all other places, (as it muft be, in a great meafure, in 
a war, how profperoufly foever carried on), the efFefts 
would be very fad, and involve the King in many 
perplexities; and it could not but fall out accord- 
ingly. 

Upon the return from Cales without fuccefs, though 
all the ihips, and, upon the matter, all the men were 
fecn, (for though fome had fo furfeited in the vine- 
yards, and with the wines, that they had been left be- 
hind, the generofity of the Spaniards fent them all 
home again) ; and though by that fleet's putting in at 
Plymouth, near two hundred miles from London, 
there could be but very imperfedl relation^, and the 
news of yefterday was contradicted by the morrow s 
beiides that the expedition had been undertaken by 
the advice of the Parliament, and with an univerfal 
approbation of the people, fo that nobody could rea- 
fonably fpeak loudly againft it ; yet, notwithflanding 
all this, the ill fucceis was heavily borne, and imputed 
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to ill conduft ; the principal officers of the fleet and 
army divided amongft themfelves, and all united in 
their murmurs againft the General, the Lord Vifcount 
Wimbledon ; who, though an old officer in Holland, 
was never thought equal to the enterprise. In a 
word, there was indifpofition enough quickly difco^ 
vered againft the war itfelf, that it was eafily difcern- 
cd it would not be purfued with the vigour it was en- 
^ tered into, nor carried on by any cheerful contribu* 
tion of money from the public. 

But the running into this war with France (from 
whence the Queen was fo newly and joyfully received) 
without any colour of reafon, or fo much as the for- 
mality of a declaration from the King, containing the 
ground, and provocation, and end of it, according to 
Cuftom and obligation in the like cafes, (for it was 
obferved that the manifefto which was publiihed was 
in the Duke's own name, who went Admiral and Ge- 
neral of the expedition), opened the mouths of all 
men to inveigh againft it with all bittemefs, and the 
fudden ill efFefts of it, manifefted in the return of the 
fleet to Portfmouth, within fuch a diftance of London, 
that nothing could be concealed of the lofs fufbiined ; 
in which moft noble families found a fon, or a bro- 
ther, or near kinfman wanting, without fuch circum- 
ftances of their deaths as are ufually the confolations 
and recompenfes of fuch cataftrophes. The retreat 
had been a rout without an enemy, and the French 
had their revenge by the diforder and confufion of 
the Englifh themfelves ; in which great numbers of 
noble and ignoble were crowded to death, or drowned 
without the help of an enemy : and as fome thou* 
lands of the common nien were wanting, fb few of 

thofc 



OF THE BEBELLION, &c. 63 

thofe principal officers who attained to a name in 
war, and by whofe courage and experience any war 
was to be condudled, could be found. 

The efFefls of this overthrow did not at firft ap- 
pear in whifpers^ murmurs, and invedives, as the re- 
treat from. Cales had done ; but produced fuch a ge* 
neral confternation over the face of the whole nation^ 
as if all the armies of France and Spain were united 
tegethcr, and had covered the land : mutinies in the 
fleet and army, imder pretence of their want of pay^ 
(whereof no doubt there was much due to them), but 
in tmth, out of detcftation of the fervice, and the au- 
thority of the Duke. The counties throughout the 
kingdom were fo incenfed, and their afFeftions poi* 
foned, that they refufed to fufFer the foldiers to be 
billctted upon them ; by which they often underwent 
greater inconveniences and mifchiefs than they endea- 
voured to prevent. The endeavour to raife new men for 
the recruit of the army by preffing (the ufual method 
that had commonly been praftifed upon fuch occa- 
fions} found oppofition in many places; and the autho- 
rity by which it was done not fubmitted to, as being 
counted illegal. This produced a fefort to martial law, 
by which many were executed ; which raifed an afpe-^ 
rity in the minds of more than of the common people. 
And this diftemper was fo univcrfal, that the leaft fpark 
f^ill meeting with combuftible matter enough to make 
a flame, all wife men looked upon it as the predidVion 
of the deftru6lidn and diffolution that would follow. 
Nor was there a fefenity in the countenance of any 
man, who had age and experience enough to confider 
things to come 5 but only in thofe who wiflied the 
dcftruftion of the Duke, and thought it could not be 
purchafcd at too dear a price, and looked upon this 

flux 



64 THE HISTOKY Book I. 

flux of humours as an inevitable way to brings it to 
pafs. 

And it cannot be denied, that from thefe two wars 
fo wi'etchedly entered into^ and the circumftances be- 
fore mentioned, and which flowed from thence^ the 
Duke's ruin took its date ^ and never left purfuing 
him, till that execrable aA upon his perfon ; the ma-i^ 
lice whereof was contra6led by that fole evil fpirit of 
the time, without any partner in the confpiracy. And 
the venom of that feafon increafed and got vigour, 
until^ from one licence to another, it proceeded till 
the nat;on was corrupted to that monftrous degree, 
that it grew fatiated, and weary of the government it- 
felf ; under which it had enjoyed a greater meafure of 
felicity, than any nation was ever poflefied of; and 
which could never be continued to them, but under 
the fame government. And as thefe calamities origin 
nally fprung from the inordinate appetite and paflion 
of this young man, under the too much eaiinefs of two 
indulgent mafters, and the concurrence of a thoufand 
other accidents ; fo, if he had lived longer, the obfer- 
vation and experience he had gained^ which had very 
much improved his underflanding, with the gteatnefs 
of his fpirit, and jealoufy of his mafter's honour, (to 
whom his fidelity was fuperior to any temptation), 
might have repaired -many of the inconveniences 
which he had introduced, and would have prevented 
the mifchiefs which were the natural efie<5ls of thofe 
caufes. 
An account There were many ftories fcattered abroad at that 
tionofthc'time, of feveral prophecies and predi6lions of the 
dc"ath' Duke's untimely and violent death* Amongft the 
refl: there was one, which was upon a better founda- 
tion of credit than ufually fuch difcourfes are founded 
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upon. There was an officer in the King's ward- 
robe in Windfor Caftle, of a good reputation for ho- 
nefty and difcretion, and then about the age of fifty 
years, or more« This man had, in his youth, been 
bred in a fchool, in the pariih where Sir George Villiers, 
the father of the Duke, lived, and had been much 
cheriihed and obliged, in that feafon of his age, by 
the faid Sir George, whom afterwards he never faw. 
About fix months before the miferable end of the 
Duke of Buckingham, about midnight, this man be- 
ing in his bed at Windfor, where his office was, and 
in a very good health, there appeared to him, on the 
fide of his bed, a man of a very venerable afpedt, who 
drew the curtains of his bed, and, fixing his eyes 
upon him^ aiked him, if he knew him. The poor man, 
half dead with fear and apprehenfion, being afked the 
fecond time, whether he remembered him ; and hav- 
ing in that time called to his memory the prefence of 
Sir George Villiers, and the very clothes he ufed to 
wear, in which at that time he feemed to be habited, 
he anfwered him, " that he thought him to be that 
" pcrfon." He replied, ^* he was in the right ; that 
'^ he was the fame, and that he expeded a fervice 
** from him; which was, that he fhould go from him 
*^ to his fon the Duke of Buckingham, and tell him, 
^^ if he did not fomewhat to ingratiate himfelf to the 
** people^ or, at Jeaft, to abate the extreme malice they 
^* had againft him, he would be fuffisred to live but a 
'^ ihort time/* After this difcourfe he difappeared ; 
and the poor man, if he had been at all waking, flept 
very well till morning, when he believed all tliis to 
be a dream, and confidered it no otherwife. 

The next night, or Ihortly after, the fame perfon 
appeared to him again in the fame place, and about the 
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fame time of the night, with an afpe<£^ a little more 
fevere than before^ and afked him, whether he had 
done as he had required him : and perceiving he had 
not, gave him very fevere reprehenfions j told him, " he 
^< expedted more compliance from him ; and that, if 
<^ he did not perform his commands, he ihould enjoy 
<< no peace of mind, but ihould be always purfued by 
" him :" upon which; he promifed him to obey him. But 
the next morning wakiilg out of a good fleep, though 
he was exceedingly perplexed with the lively reprc- 
fentation of all particulars to his memory, he was will- 
ing ilill to perfuade himfelf that he had only dreamed ; 
and coniidered, that he was a perfon at fucha diftance 
from the Duke^ that he knew not how to find any ad* 
mifGon to his prefence, much lefs had any hope to 
be believed in what he ihould fzy. So with great 
trouble and unquietnefs^ he fpent fome time in think* 
ing what he ihould do, and in the end refolved to do 
nothing in the matter. 

The fame perfon appeared to him the third time, with 
a terrible countenance, and bitterly reproaching him 
for not performing what he had promifed to do. The 
poor man had by this time recovered the courage to 
tell him, " That in truth he had deferred the execu- 
^^ tion of his commands, upon coniidering, how diifi- 
'^ cult a thing it would be for him to get any accefs 
^' to the Duke, having acquaintance with no perfon 
^^ about him \ and if he could obtain admii&on to 
^* him, he ihould never be able to perfuade him, that 
'^ he was fent in fuch a manner ; but he ihould at 
'< beft be thought to be mad, or to be fet on and em« 
♦' ployed, by his own or the malice of other men, to. 
^^ abufe the Duke ; and fo he ihould be fure to be 
^^ undone." The perfon replied, as he had done be- 
fore. 
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fore, *^ That he fliould luever find reft, till he fliould 
" perform what he required ; and therefore he were 
** better to difpatch it : that the accefs to his fon was 
** known to be very eafy j and that few men waited 
** long for him : and for the gaining him credit, he 
" would tell him two or three particulars, which he 
" charged him never to mention to any perfon living, 
^* but to the Duke himfelf ; and he fhould no fooner 
" hear them, bit he would believe all the reft he 
^' ihould (ay :** and fo repeating his threats he lefb 
him. 

In the morning, the poor man, more confirmed by 
the laft appearance,^ made his journey to London i 
where the Court then was. He was very well known 
to Sir Ralph Freeman, one of the Mafters of Requefts, 
who had married a lady that was nearly allied to the 
Duke, and was himfelf well received by him. To 
him this man went ; and though he did not acquaint 
him with all particulars, he faid enough to him to 
let him fee there was fomewhat extraordinary in it ; 
and the knowledge he had of the fobriety and dif- 
cretion of the man made the more imprefiion in him. 
He defired that ** by his means he might be brought 
<^ to the Duke ; to fuch a place, and in fuch a man- 
^^ ner, as ihould be thought fit :'* affirming, *^ That 
^ he had much to fay to him ; and of fuch a nature^ 
'^ as would require much privacy, and fome time and 
^' patience in the hearing." Sir Ralph promifed *^ he 
^ would fpeak firft with the Duke of him, and then 
*' he Ihould underftand his pleafure :" and according- 
ly, in the firft opportunity, he did inform him of the 
reputation and honefty of the man, and then what he 
defired, and of all he knew of the matter. The Duke, 
according to his ufual opennefs and condefcenfion, 
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told him, " That he was the next day early to hunt 
^^ with the King ; that his horfes ihould attend him 
*^ at Lambeth-bridge, where he would land by five of 
" the clock in the morning j and if the man attended 
** him there at that hour, he would walk, and fpeak 
" with him, as long as Ihould be neceflary/' Sir 
Ralph carried the man with him the next mornings 
and prefented him to the Duke at his landing, who 
received him courteoufly; and walked afide in confer- 
epce near an hour, none but his Own fervants being 
at that hour in that place ; and they and Sir Ralph 
at fuch a diftance, that they could not hear a word, 
though the Duke fometimes fpoke, and with great com- 
motion J which Sir Ralph the more eafily obferved, 
and perceived, becaufe he kept his eyes always fixed 
^ upon the Duke ; having procured the conference, upon 

fomewhat he knew there was of extraordinary. And 
the man told him in his return over the water, ^^ That 
^^ when he mentioned thofe particulars which were to 
** gain him credit, the fubftance whereof he laid he 
*' durft not impart to him, the Duke's colour changed, 
*^ and he fwore he could come to that knowledge only 
" by, the Devil; for that thofe particulars were known 
** only to himfelf, and to one perfon more, who, he 
^' was fure, would never fpeak of it." 

The Duke purfued his purpofe of himting; but 
was obferved to ride all the morning with great pen- 
fivenefs, and in deep thoughts, without any delight 
in the exercife he was upon j and before the morning 
was fpent, left the field, and alighted at his mother's 
lodgings in Whitehall ; with whom he was fliut up 
for the fpace of two or three hours j the noife of their 
difcourfe frequently reaching the ears of thofe who 
attended in the next rooms : and when the Duke left 
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her, his countenance appeared full of trouble, with a 
mixture of anger ; a countenance that was never before 
obferved in him, in any converfation with her, towards 
whom he had a profound reverence. And the Countefs 
hcrfelf (for though Ihe was married to a private gen- 
tleman, Sir Thomas Compton, fhe had been created 
Countefs of Buckingham, fhortly after her fon had 
firft aflumed that title) was, at the Duke's leaving her, 
foimd overwhelmed in tears, and in the higheft agony 
imaginable. Whatever there was of all this, it is a 
notorious truth, that when the news of the Duke's 
murther (which happened within few months after) was 
brought to his mother, Ihe feemed not in the leaft de- 
gree furprifed ; but received it as if fhe had forefeen 
it ; nor did afterwards exprefs fuch a degree of for- 
row, as was expefted from fuch a mother, for the lofs 
of fuch a fon. 

This digreffion, much longer than it was intended, 
may not be thought altogether improper in this dif- 
courfe. For as the mention of hisL death was very 
pertinent, in the place, and upon the occafion, it hap- 
pened to be made -, fo upon that occafion it feemed 
the more reafonable to digrefs upon the nature, and 
charafter, and fortune of the Duke ; as being the 
beft mirror to difcern the temper and fpirit of that 
age, and the wonderful concurrence of many fatal 
accidents, to disfigure the government of two excel- 
lent Kings ; under whom their kingdoms in general 
profpered exceedingly, and enjoyed a longer peace, a 
greater plenty, and in fuller fecurity, than had been in 
any former age. 

And becaufe there was fo total a change of all coun-A profcca 
fels, and in the whole face of the Court, upon the death and the Mi! 
of that mighty favourite; all thoughts of war bein^"^^*S'J[^'.f 
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prefently laid afide, (though there was a faint looking 
towards the relief of Rochelle by the Fleet, that wa* 
ready under the command of the Earl of Lindfey), and 
the provilions for peace and plenty taken to heart ; it 
will not be imufeful nor unpleafant to enlarge the di* 
grelfion, before a return to the proper fubjedl of the dif- 
courfe, by a profpe6t of the Conftitution of the Court, 
after that bright ilar was ihot out of the horizon : who 
were the chief Minifters, that had the principal ma- 
nagement of public affairs in Church and State ; and 
how equal their faculties and qualifications were for 
thofe high tranfaftions ; in which mention fhall be only- 
made of thofe who were then in the higheft trufl i there 
being at that time no ladies, who had difpofed them«i 
ielves to intermeddle ii^ bufinefs : and hereafter, when 
that a<Slivity begun, and made any progrefs, it will be 
again neceflary to take a new furvey of the Court upon 
that alteration. 
Of the Lord Sir Thomas Coventry was then Lord Keeper of the 
vem^! Great Seal of England, and newly made a Baron. He 
was a fon of the Robe, his father having been a Judge 
in the Court of the Common Pleas ; who took great 
care to breed him, though his firft born, in the ftudy 
of the Common Law ; by which he himfelf had been 
promoted to that degree; and in which, in the So- 
ciety of the Inner Temple, his fon made a notable 
progrefs, by an early eminence in practice and learn- 
ing i infomuch as he was Recorder of London, Soli- 
citor General, and King's Attorney, before he was 
forty years of age. A rare afcent ! All which offices 
he difcharged with great abilities, and lingular repu- 
tation of integrity. In the firft year after the death 
of King James, he was advanced to be Keeper of the 
Great Seal of England (the ufual advancement from 

the 
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the office of Attorney General) upon the removal of 
the Biihop of Lincoln ; who, though a man of great 
wit and gckxi fcholaftic learning, was generally thought 
fo very unequal to the place, that his remove was the 
only recompence and fatisfadlion that could be made 
for his promotion. And yet it was enough known, 
that the difgrace proceeded only from the private dif- 
pleafurc of the Duke of Buckingham. The Lord Co- 
ventry enjoyed this place with an univerfal reputa- 
tion (and fure juftice was never better adminiftered) 
for the fpace of about fixteen years, even to his 
death, fome months before he was fixty years of age ; 
which was anqther important circumftance of his fe- 
licity, that great office being fo flippery, that no man 
had died in it before for near the fpace of forty 
years. Nor had his fucceflbrs, for fome time after 
him, much better fortune. And he himfelf had ufc 
of all his ftrength and ikill (as he was an excellent 
wrcftler in this kind) to preferve himfelf from falling, 
in two {hocks : the one given him by the Earl of 
Pordand, Lord High Treafurer of England; the other 
by the Marquis of Hamilton, who had the greateft 
power over the afFeAions of the King of any man of 
that time. 

He was a man of wonderful gravity and wifdom ; 
and underftood not only the whole fcitnce and myf- 
tcry of the law, at leaft equally with any man who had 
ever fate in that place ; but had a clear conception of 
the whole policy of the government both of Church 
and State, which, by the unlkilfulnels of fome well 
meaning men, juftled each the other too much. 

He knew the temper, difpofition, and genius of the 
kingdom moft exadlly ; faw their fpirits grow every 
day more fturdy, inquifitive, and impatient ; and 
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therefore naturally abhorred all innovations^ which he 
forefaw would produce ruinous effedts. Yet many^ 
who ftood at a diftance, thought that he was not a6iive 
and ftout enough in oppofing thofe innovations. For 
though^ by his place^ he prefixed in all public coun-* 
fels^ and was moft iharp-fighted in the confequence 
of things ; yet he was feldom known to fpeak in mat* 
ters of ftate, which, he well knew, were for the moft 
part concluded, before they were brought to that 
public agitation ; never in foreign afikirs, which the 
vigour of his judgment could well have comprehend- 
' cd ; nor indeed freely in any thing, but what imme- 
diately and plainly concerned the juftice of the king- 
dom ; and in that, as much as he could^ he procured 
references to the Judges. Though in his nature he 
had not* only a firm gravity, but 9* feverity, and 
even fome morofity ; yet it was fo happily tempered, 
and his courtefy and affability towards all men fo 
tranfcendent, and fo much without afFe<5lation, that it 
marvelloufly recommended him to all men of all de- 
grees, and he was looked upon as an excellent Cour- 
tier, without receding from the native iimplicity of 
his own manners. 

He had, in the plain way of fpeaking and delivery, 
without much ornament of elocution, a ftrange power 
of making hinifelf believed, the only juftifiable dei!gn 
pf eloquence : fo that though he ufed very frankly to 
deny, and would never fuffer any man to depart from 
him with an opinion that he was inclined to gratify, 
when in truth he was not, holding that diffimulation 
to be the wgrft of lying ; yet the manner of it was fo 
gentle and obliging, and his condefcenfion fuch, to 
inform the perfons whom he could not fatisfy, that 
few departed from him with ill will, and ill wilhes. 

But 
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But then, this happy temper and thefe good facul- 
ties rather preferved him from having many enemies, 
and fupplied him with fome well-wifliers, than fur- 
nifhed him with any h& and imfhaken friends ; who 
are always procured in courts by more ardour, and 
more vehement profeiiions and applications, than he 
would fufier himfelf to be entangled with. So that 
he was a man rather exceedingly liked, than paiiion- 
ately loved : infomuch that it never appeared, that 
he had any one friend in the Court, of quality enough 
to prevent or divert any difadvantage he might be 
expofed to. And therefore it is no wonder, nor to be 
imputed to him, that he retired within himfelf as 
much as he could, and ftood upon his defence with- 
out making defperate fallies againft growing mif« 
chiefs; which, he well knew, he had no power to 
hinder, and which might probably begin in his own 
ruin. To conclude; his fecurity conlifted very much 
in his having but little credit with the King ; and he 
died in a feafon moft opportune, in which a wife man 
would have prayed to have finifhed his courfe, and 
which in truth crowned his other lignal profperity in 
the world. 

Sir Richard Wefton had been advanced to theofthe 
white ftaff, into the office of Lord tJigh Treafurer of^rS wST 
England, fome months before the death of the Duke^^^^ 
of Buckingham; and had, in that fhort time, fo much 
difobliged him, at leaft dilappointed his eicped^ation, 
that many, who were privy to the Duke's moft fecret 
purpofes, did believe, that, if he had outlived that 
voyage in which he was engaged, he would have re- 
moved him, and made another Treafurer. And it is 
very true, that great office too had been very flippery, 
and not faft to thofe who had trufted themfelves in 

it: 
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it : infomuch as there were at that time five noble 
perfons alive^ who had all fucceeded one another im* 
mediately in that unfteady charge^ without any other 
perfon intervening : the Earl of Suffolk ; the Lord 
Vifcount Mandevile, afterwards Earl of Mancheftcr > 
the Earl of Middlefex; and the Earl of Marlbo* 
roughs who was removed under pretence of his age 
and difability for the work, (which had been a better 
reafon againft his promotion, fo few years before, that 
his infirmities were very little increafed), to make 
room for the prefent officer ; who, though advanced 
by the Duke, may properly be faid to be eftabliihed 
by his death. 

He was a gentleman of a very ancient extradion 
by father and mother. His education had been 
very good amongft books and men. After fome 
years fhidy of the law in the Middle Temple, he tra- 
velled into foreign parts, and at an age fit to make ob* 
fervations and reflexions ; out of which, that which 
is commonly called experience is conftituted. After 
this he betook himfelf to the Court, and lived there 
fome years ; at that diftance, and with that awe, as 
was agreeable to the modefty of the age, when men 
were feen fome time before they were known ; and 
well known before they were preferred, or durft pre- 
tend to it. 

He fpent the beft part of his fortune (a fair one, 
that he inherited from his father) in his attendance at 
Court, and involved his friends in iecurities with him, 
who were willing to run his hopeftil fortune, befoi^ 
he received the leaft fruit from it, but the cotmte- 
nance of great men and thofe in authority, the moft 
natural and moft certain ftairs to afcend by. 

He was then ient AmbaiTador to the Arch-Dukes, 

Albert 



OF THE REBELLION, &c. 7^ 

Albert and Ifabella, into Flanders ; and to the Diet la 
Germany, to treat about the reftitution of the Palati- 
natc ; in which negociation he behaved himfelf with 
great prudence, and with the concurrent teftimony of 
bis being a wife man, from all thofe priilces and am* 
baflkaors with whom he treated. 

Upon his return, he was made a Privy-Counfellor, 
and Chancellor of the Exchequer, in the place of the 
Lord Brooke, who was either perfuaded, or put out of 
the place ; which, being an office of honour and truft, 
is likewife an excellent Aage for men of parts to 
tread, and expofe themfelves upon ; where they have 
occafions of all kinds to lay out and fpread all their 
Realties and qualifications moft for their advantage. 
He behaved himfelf very well in this fundtion, and 
appeared equal to it ; and carried himfelf fo luckily 
in Parliament, that he did his mafter much fervice, 
and prefervcd himfelf in the good opinion and accep* 
tation of the Houfe ; which is a bleffing not indulged 
to many by thofe high powers. He did fwim in thofe 
troubled and boifterous waters, in which the Duke of 
Buckingham rode as Admiral, with a good grace, 
when very many who were about him were drowned, 
or forced on fhore with ihrewd hurts and bruifes : 
which fhewed he knew well how and when to ufe his 
limbs and ilrength to the beft advantage ; fometimes 
only to avoid finking, and fometimes to advance and 
get ground : and by this dexterity he kept his credit 
with thofe who could do him good, and loft it not 
with others, who defired the deftrudion of thofe up^ 
on whom hfe moft depended. 

He was made Lord Treafurer in the manner and at 
the time mentioned before, upon the removal of the 
^rl of Marlborough, and few months before the 

death 
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death of the Duke. The former circumftancc, which 
is often attended by compaiiion towards the degrad- 
ed^ and prejudice towards the promoted^ brought him 
no difadvantage : for beiides the delight that feafon 
had in changes, there was little reverence towards the 
perfon removed ; and the extreme vifiblc poverty of 
the Exchequer Iheltered that province from the envy 
it had frequently created, and opened a door for 
much applaufe to be the portion of a wife and provi- 
dent minifter. For the other, of the Duke's deaths 
though fome, who knew the Duke's paffions and pre- 
judice, (which often produced rather fudden indiipo- 
lition, than obftinate refolution), believed he would 
have been fhortly cafhiered, as fo many had lately 
been ; and fo that the death of his Founder was a 
greater confirmation of him in the of&ce, than the 
delivery of the white ftaff to him had been : yet ma- 
ny other wife men, who knew the Treafurer's talent 
in removing prejudice, and reconciling himfelf to 
wavering and doubtful afFedions, believed^ that the 
lofs of the Duke was very unfeafonable ; and that the 
awe or appreheniion of his power and difpleafure was a 
very neceffary alloy for the impetuofity of the new 
officer's nature, which needed fome reilraint and 
check, for fome time, to his inunoderate pretences, 
and appetite of power. 

He did indeed appear on the fudden wonderfully 
elated, and fo far threw ofF hi^ old affedtation to 
pleafe fome very much, and to difpleafe none, in 
which art he had excelled, that in few months after the 
Duke's death he found himfelf to fucceed him in the 
public difpleafure, and in the malice of his enemies, 
without fucceeding him in his credit at Court, or in 
the afFedlion of any conGderable dependants. And 

yet. 
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yet, though he was not fuperior to all other men in 
the affeAion, or rather rcfignation, of the King, fo 
that he might difpenfe favburs aiid disfavours accord- 
ing to his own ele(S):ion, he had a full ihare in his 
mailer's efieem, who looked upon him as a wife and 
able feryant> and worthy of the truft he repofed in 
him^ and received no other advice in the large bufi- 
nefs of his revenue ; nor was any man fo much his 
fuperior, as to be able to leffen him in the King's af- 
fedlion by his power. So that he was in a poft, in 
which he might have found much eafe and delight, if 
he could have contained himfelf within the verge of 
his own province, which was large enough, and of 
fuch extent, that he might, at the fame time, have 
drawn a great dependence upon him of very conlider- 
able men, and have Appeared a very ufeful and profit- 
able minifter to the King; whofe revenue had been very 
loofely managed during the late years, and might, by 
induftry and order, have been eafily improved : and 
no man better underftood what method was neceifary 
towards that good huibandry; than he. 

But I know not by what frowardnefs in his ftars, 
he took more pains in examining and inquiring into 
other men's offices, than in the difcharge of his own ; 
and not fo much joy in what he had, as trouble and 
agony for what he had not. The truth is, he had fo 
vehement a defire to be the fole favourite, that he 
had no reliih of the power he had : and in that con- 
tention he had many rivals, who had credit enough to 
do him ill offices, though not enough to fatisfy their 
own ambition; the King himfelf being refolved to hold 
the reins in his own hands, and to put no further 
tmft in others, than was necelTary for the capacity 
they fcrvcd in. Which refolution in his Majefty was 

no 
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no fooner believed, and the Treafurer's pretence taken 
notice of, than he found the number of his enemies 
exceedingly increafed, and others to be lefs eager 
in the purfuit of his friendlhip ; and every day difco- 
vered fome infirmities in him, which being before 
known to few, and not taken notice of, did now ex- 
pofe him both to public reproach, and to private ani- 
mofities ; and even his vices admitted thofe contra-* 
diAions in them, that he could hardly enjoy the plea- 
fant fruit of any of them. That which firft expofed 
him to the public jealoufy, which is always attended 
with public reproach, was the concurrent fufptcion of 
his religion. His wife and all his daughters were de- 
clared of the Roman religion : and though he him- 
felf, and his fons, fometimes went to Church, he was 
never thought to have zeal for it ; and his domeftic 
converfation and dependants, with whom only he ufed 
entire freedom, were all known Papifts, and were be- 
lieved to be agents for the reft. And yet, with all 
this difadvantage to himfclf, he never had reputation 
and credit with that party, who were the only people 
of the kingdom who did not believe him to be of 
their profeflion. For the penal laws (thofe only ex- 
cepted which were fanguinary, and even thofe fome- 
times let loofe) were never more rigidly executed, nor 
had the Crown ever fo great a revenue from them, as 
in his time ; nor did they ever pay fo dear for the &- 
vours and indulgences of his ofEce towards them. 

No man had greater ambition to make his family 
great, or ftronger defigns to leave a great fortune to 
it. Yet his expences were fo prodigious, efpecially 
in his houfe, that all the ways he ufed for fupply, 
which were all that occurred, could not ferve his 
turn ; infomuch that he contra^ed fo great debts^ 
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(the anxiety whereof^ he pretended, broke his mind, 
and reftrained that attention and induftry, which was 
neceflary for the due execution of his office), that the 
King was pleafed twice to pay his debts ; at leail, to-i 
wards it, to difburfe forty thoufand pounds in ready 
money out of his Exchequer. Befides, his Majefty 
gave him a whole forcft (Chute foreft in Hamplhire) 
and much other land belonging to the Crown; which 
was the more taken notice of, and murmured again!):, 
becaufe, being the chief miniftcr of the revenue, he 
was particularly obliged, as much as in him lay, to 
prevent, and even oppofe, fuch difinherifon ; and be- 
caufe, under that obligation, he had, avowedly and 
fourly, croffed the pretences of other men, and re- 
ftrained the King's bounty from being exercifcd al- 
moft to any. And he had that advantage, (if he had 
made the right ufe of it), that his credit was ample^ 
enough (feconded by the King^s own experience, and 
obfervation, and inclination) to retrench very much 
of the late unlimited expences, and efpecially thofe of 
bounties ; which from the death of the Duke ran in 
nanower channels, and never fo much overflowed as 
towards himfelf, wha flopped the cyrrent to other 
men. 

He was of an imperious nature, and nothing wary 
in difobliging and provoking other men, and had too 
much courage in offending and incenling them : but 
after having offended them, he was of fo unhappy a 
feminme temper, that he was always in a terriblp 
fright and apprehenfion of them. 

He had not that application, and fubnuflion, and 
reverence for the Queen, as might have been expect- 
ed from his wifdom and breeding, and often crofled 
her pretences and defires, with more rudenefs thaa^ 

was 
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was natural to hitn. Yet he was impertinently foli- 
citous to know what her Majefty faid of him in pri* 
vate, and what refentments ihe had towards him. 
And when by fome confidents, who had their ends 
upon him from thofe offices, he was informed of fome 
bitter expreffions fallen from her Majefty, he was fo 
exceedingly afflifted and tormented with the fenfe of 
it, that fometimes by paffionate complaints and repre- 
fentations to the King; fometimes by more dutiful 
addreifes and expoftulations with the Clueen, in be- 
wailing his misfortune ; he frequently expofed him- 
felf, and left his condition worfe than it was before ; 
and the eclairciffement commonly ended in the difco- 
very of the perfons from whom he had received his 
moft fecret intelligence. 

He quickly loft the charafter of a bold, ftout, and 
magnanimous man, which he had been long reputed 
to be in worfe times ; and, in his moft profperous fea- 
fouj fell under the reproach of being a man of big 
looks, and of a mean and abjeA fpirit. 

There was a very ridiculous ftory at that time in 
the mouths of many, which, being a known truth, 
may not be unfitly mentioned in this place, as a kind 
of illuftration of the humour and nature of the man. 
Sir Julius Caefar was then Mafter of the Rolls, and 
had, inherent in his office, the indubitable right and 
difpofition of the Six-Clerks' places; all which he had, 
for many years, upon any vacancy, beftowed to fuch 
perfons as he thought fit» One of thofe places was 
become void, and defigned by the old man to his (on 
Robert Caefar, a lawyer of a good name, and exceed- 
ingly beloved. The Lord Treafurer (as he was vigi- 
lant in fuch cafes) had notice of the Clerk's expriration 
fo foon, that he procured the King to fend a meffage 

to 
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to the .Matter of the Rolls, exprefsly forbidding him 
to difpofe of that Six-Clerk's place, till his Majefty*s 
pleafure ihould be further made known to him. It 
was the firft command of that kind that had been 
heard of, and was felt by the old man very fenfibly. He 
was indeed very old, and had outlived moft of his 
friends, fo that his age was an objedlion againft him ; 
many perfons'of quality being dead, who had, for re- 
compenfe of fervices, procured the reverfion of his 
office. The Treafurer found it no hard matter fo far 
to terrify him, that (for the King's fervice, as was 
pretended) he admitted for a Six-Clerk a perfon re- 
commended by him, (Mr. Fern, a dependant upon 
him), who paid lix thoufand pound ready money ; 
which, poor man I he lived to repent in a gaol. This 
work being done at the charge of the poor old man^ 
who had been a Privy-Counfellor from the entrance 
of King James, had been Chancellor of the Exche- 
quer, and ferved in other offices ; the depriving him 
of his right made a great noife : and the condition of 
his fon, (his father being not likely to live to have the 
difpoial of another office in his power), who, as wa$ ^ 
faid before, was generally beloved and efteemed, 
was argument of great compaffion, and was lively and 
fucccfsfully reprefentcd to the King himfelf ; who 
was gracioufly pleafed to promife, that, ** if the old 
" man chaaced to die before any other of the Six- 
*' Clerks, that office, when it Ihould fall, Ihould be 
*' conferred on his fon, whofoever Ihould fucceed him 
*' as Matter of the Rolls :" which might well be pro- 
vided for; and the Lord Treafurer obliged himfelf (to 
expiate the injury) to procure fome declaration to that 
purpofe, imder his Majefty's fign manual ; which, how- 
ever eafy to be done^ he long forgot, or negledled. 
▼OL. u G One 
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One day the Earl of Tullibardine, who was nearly 
allied to Mr. Cacfar, and much his friend, being with 
the Treafurer, paflionately alked him, ** Whether he 
" had done that bul^nefs ?" To whom he anfwcred 
with a feeming trouble, " That he had forgotten It, 
'^ for which he was heartily forry ; and if he would 
^^ give him a little note in writing, for a memorial, he 
" would put it amongft thofe which he would dif- 
" patch with the King that afternoon." The Earl 
prefently writ in a little paper. Remember Cafar ; and 
gave it to him ; and he put it into that little pocketv 
where, he faid, he kept all his memorials which were 
iirft to be tranfafted. 

Many days pafled, and Ccefar never thought of. 
At length, when he changed his clothes, and he who 
waited on him in his chamber, according to cuftom, 
brought him all the notes and papers which were 
left in thofe he had left off, which he then commonly 
perufed ; when he found this little billet, in which 
was only written. Remember Cafary and which he had 
never read before, he was exceedingly confounded, 
and knew not what to make or think of it. He fent 
for his bofom friends, with whom he moft confident- 
ly confulted, and ihewed the paper to them, the con- 
tents whereof he could not conceive ; but that it 
might probably have been put into his hand (becaufc 
it was found in that inclofure, wherein he put all 
things of moment which were given him) when he 
was in motion, and in the privy lodgings in the 
Court. After a ferious and melancholic deliberation, 
it was agreed, that it was the advertifement from fomc 
friend, who durft not own the difcovery : that it 
could fignify nothing but that there was a confpiracy 
againft his life, by his many and mighty enemies: 

and 
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and they all knew CsefsLvs fate,, by contemning or 
negle<fting fuch animadvcrfions. And therefore they 
concluded, that he Ihould pretend to be indifpofed, 
that he might not ftir abroad all that day, nor that 
any might be admitted to him, but perfons of un- 
doubted ajffedtions ; that at night the g-ates fhould be 
Ihut early, and the porter enjoined to open them to 
nobody, nor to go himfelf to bed till the morning ; 
and that fome fervants fhould watch with him, left 
violence might be ufed at the gate ; and that they 
themfelves, and fome other gentlemen, would lit up 
all the night, and attend the event. Such houfes are 
always in the morning haunted by early fuitors ; but 
it was very late before any could now get admittance 
into the houfe, the porter having quitted fome of 
that arrear of fleep, which he owed to himfelf for his 
night*s watching ; which he excufed to his acquaint- 
ance, by whifpering to them, " That his Lord fhould 
'^ have been killed that night, which had kept all the 
^' houfe from going to bed." And fhortly after, the Earl 
of TuUibardine alking him, whether he had remember- 
ed Caefar, the Treafurer quickly recoUedled the ground 
of his perturbation, and could not forbear imparting 
it to his. friends, who likewife afFedled the communi- 
cation, and fo the whole jeft came to be difcovered. 

To conclude, all the honours the King conferred 
upon him (as he made him a Baron, then an Earl, 
and Knight of the Garter ; and above this, gave a 
young beautiful lady nearly allied to his Majefty, and 
to the Crown of Scotland, in marriage to his eldeft 
fon) could not make him think himfelf great enough. 
Nor could all the King's bounties, nor his own large 
acceffions, raife a fortune to his heir ; but after fix or 
eight years fpent in outward opulency, and inward 
niurmur and trouble tliat it was not greater;' after vaft 
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fums of mofiey and great wealth gotten, and rather 
confutned than enjoyed, without any fenfe or delight 
in fo great profperity, with the agony that it was no 
greater; he died unlamented by any; bitterly men- 
tioned by moft who never pretended to love him, and 
feverely cenfured and complained of by thofe who ex- 
pected moft from him, and deferved beft of him; and 
left a numerous family, which was in a Ihort time worn 
out, and yet outlived the fortune he left behind him. 
Of the Earl The next great Counfellor of State was the Lord 
tlr^Lord^'^Pr^vy-Seal, who was likewife of a noble extraftjon, 
FiiYy-scai- ^j^^ q£ ^ family at that time very fortunate. His 
. grandfather had been Lord Chief Juftice, and left by 
King Harry the Eighth one of the executors of his 
laft will. He was the younger fon of his father, and 
brought up in the ftudy of the law in the Middle 
Temple ; and had paflcd, and^ as it were, made a 
progrcfs through all the eminent degrees of the Law, 
and in the State. At the death of Queen Elizabeth, 
or thereabouts, he was Recorder of London ; then 
the Kbg's Serjeant at Law ; afterwards Chief Juftice 
of the King*s Bench. Before the death of King 
James, by the favour of the Duke of Buckingham, 
he was raifed to the place of Lord High Treafurer of 
England ; and within lefs than a year afterwards, by 
the withdrawing of that favour, he was reduced to 
the almoft empty title of Prefident of the Council ; 
and, to allay the fenfe of the difhonour, created Vif- 
count Mandevile. He bore the diminution very 
well, as he was a wife man, and of an excellent tem- 
per, and quickly recovered fo much grace, that he 
was made Earl of Manchefter, and Lord Privy-Seal, 
and enjoyed that office to his death; whilft he faw 
many removes and degradations in all the other of- 
fices of which he had been polTefTed. 

He 
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He was a man of great induftry and lagacity in bu- 
finefs, which he delighted in exceedingly ; and pre- 
ferved fo great a vigour of mind, even to his death, 
(when he was very near eighty years of age), that 
feme, who had known him in his younger years, did 
believe him to have much quicker parts in his age, 
than before. His honours had grown fafter upon 
him than his fortunes; which made him too foli- 
citous to advance the latter, by all the ways which 
offered themfelves ; whereby he expofed himfelf to 
feme inconvenience, and many reproaches, and be- 
came lefs capable of ferving the public by his coun- 
fels and authority ; which his known wifdom, long 
experience, and confefled gravity and ability, would 
have enabled him to luave done ; moft men confider- 
ing more the perfon that fpeaks, than the things he 
fays. And he was unhappily too much ufed as a 
check upon the Lord Coventry ; and when that Lord 
perplexed their counfels and defigns with inconve^ 
nient objeAions in law, the authority of the Lord 
Manchefter, who had trod the fame paths, was ftiU 
called upon ; and he did too frequently gratify their* 
unjuftifiable defigns and pretences : a guilt and mif-? 
chief, all men who arc obnoxious, or who are thought 
to be fo, are liable to, and can hardly preferve them-, 
felves from. But his virtues fo far weighed down his 
infirmities, that he maintained a good general reputa- 
tion and credit with the whole nation and people ; he 
being always looked upon as full of integrity and zeal 
to the Proteftant religion, as it was eftablifhed by 
law, and of unquefl:ionable loyalty, duty, and fidelity 
to the King ; which two qualifications will ever ga- 
ther popular breath enough 'to fill the fails, if the 
veflTel be competently provided with ballaft. He 
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died in a lucky time, in the beginning of the Rebel- 
lion, when neither religion, loyalty, law, nor wifdom, 
could have provided for any man's fecurity. 
Of the Earl The Earl of Arundel was the next officer of State, 
' who, in his o\yn right and quality, preceded the reft 
of the Council. He was generally thought to be a 
proud man, who lived always within . himfelf, and to 
himfelf, converfing little with any who were in com- 
mon converfation ; fo that he feemed to live as it 
were in another nation, his houfe being a place to 
which all people reforted, who reforted to no other 
place ; ftrangers, or fuch who afFetfled to look like 
ftrangers, and dreffed themfelves accordingly. He 
reforted fometimes to the Court, becaufe there only 
was a greater man than himfelf; and went thither the 
feldomer, becaufe there was a greater man than him- 
felf. He lived towards all favourites, and great offi- 
cers, without any kind of condefcenlion ; and rather 
fuffered himfelf to be ill treated by their power and 
authority (for he was often in difgracc, and once or 
twice prifoner in the Tower) than to defcend in mak- 
ing any application to tliem. 

And upon thefe occafions he fpent a gfeat interval 
of his time in feveral journeys into foreign parts, and, 
with his wife and family, had lived fome years in 
Italy, the humour and manners of which nation he 
feemed moft to like and approve, and affected to imi- 
tate. He had a good fortune by defcent, and a much 
greater from his wife, who was the fole daughter 
upon the matter (for neither of the two fifters left any 
iflue) of the great houfe of Shrewfbury ; but his ex- 
penccs were without any meafure, and always ex- 
ceeded very much his revenue. He was willing to be 
thought a fcholar, and to underftand the moft myfte- 
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rious parts of antiquity, becaufe he made a wonderful 
and coftly purchafe of excellent ftatues, whilft he was 
in Italy and in Rome, (fome whereof he could never 
obtain permiffion to remove from Rome, though he had 
paid for them), and had a rare colle<ftion of the moft 
curious medals. As to all parts of learning he was al- 
moft illiterate, and thought no other part of hiftory fo 
confidcrable, as what related to his own family; in 
which, no doubt, there had been fome very memorable 
perfons. It cannot be denied that he had in his perfon, 
in bis afpe<9:, and countenance, the appearance of a 
great man, which he prefer ved in his gait and tao- 
tion. He wore and affefted a habit very different from 
that of the time, fuch as men had only beheld in 
the piAures of the moft confiderable men j all which 
drew the eyes of moft, and the reverence of many, 
towards him, as the image and reprefentative of the 
primitive nobility, and native gravity of the nobles, 
when they had been moft venerable : but this was 
only his outfide, his nature and true humour being 
much difpofed to levity and delights, which indeed 
were very defpicable and childifti. He was rather 
thought not to be much concerned for religion, than to 
incline to this or that party of any ; and had little 
other affecftion for the nation or the kingdom, than as 
he had a great Ihare in it, in which, like the great Le- 
viathan, he might fport himfelf ; from which he with- 
drew, as foon as he difcerned the repofe thereof was 
like to be difturbed, and died in Italy, under the fame 
doubtful character of religion in which he lived. 

William Earl of Pembroke was next, a man of an-of wniiam 
other mould and making, and of another fame and^^^^^^^ 
reputation with all men, being the moft univerfally 
beloved and efteemcd of any man of that age ; and, 
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having a great office in the Court, he made the 
Court itfelf better efteemed, and more reverenced in 
the country. And as he had a great number of 
friends of the beft men, fo no man had ever the con- 
fidence to avow himfelf to be his enemy'. He was a 
man very well bred, and of excellent parts, and a 
graceful fpeaker upon any fubjecft, having a good 
proportion of learning, and a ready wit to apply it, 
and enlarge upon it ; of a pleafant and facetious hu- 
mour, and a difpofition affable, generous, and magni- 
ficent. He was mafter of a great fortune from his 
anceftors, and had a great addition by his wife, another 
daughter, and heir of the Earl of Shrewfbury, which 
he enjoyed during his life, fhe outliving him : but all 
ferved not his expence, which was only limited by 
his great mind, and occafions to ufe it nobly. 

He lived many years about the Court, before in it ; 
and never by it ; being rather regarded and efleemed 
by King James, than loved and favoured. After the 
foul fall of the Earl of Somerfet, he was made Lord 
Chamberlain of the King's houfe, more 'for the 
Court's fake than his own ; and the Court appeared 
with the more luftre, becaufe he had the government 
of* that province. As he fpent and lived upon his 
own fortune, fo he flood upon his own feet, without * 
any other fupport than of his proper virtue and merit; 
and lived towards the favourites with that decency, as 
would not fuffer them to cenfure or reproach his 
Mafler's judgment and eleftion, but as with men of 
his own rank. He was exceedingly beloved in the 
Court, becaufe he never delired to get that for him- 
felf, which others laboured for, but was ftill ready to 
promote the pretences of worthy men. And he was 
equally celebrated in the country, for having re- 
ceived 
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cciVed no obligations from the Court which might cor-* 
nipt or fway his afFedlions and judgment ; fo that all 
who were difpleafed and imfatisfied in the Court, or 
with the Court, were always inclined to put them- 
fclves under his banner, if he would have admitted 
them ; and yet he did not fo rejedt them, as to make 
them choofe another Ihelter, but fo far fufFered them to 
depend on him, that he could reftrain them from break-t 
ing out beyond private refentments and murmurs. 

He was a great lover of his country, and of the 
religion an«^ juftice, which he believed could only 
fupport it ; and his friendihips were only with men of 
thofe principles. And as his converfation was moft 
with men of the moft pregnant parts and underftand- 
ing, fo towards any fuch, who needed fupport or en-r 
couragement, though unknown, if fairly recommend-^ 
ed to him^ he was very liberal. Sure never man was 
planted in a Court, that was fitter for that foil, or 
brought better qualities with him to purify that air. 

Yet his memory muft not be flattered, that his vir-» 
tues and good inclinations may be believed ; he was 
not without fome allay of vice, and without being 
clouded with great infirmities, which he had in too 
exorbitant a proportion. He indulged to himfelf the 
pleafures of all kinds, almoft in all excefles. To wo- 
men, whether out of his natural conftitution, or for 
want of his domeftic content and delight, (in which 
he was moft unhappy, for he paid much too dear for 
his wife's fortune, by taking her perfon into the bar- 
gain), he was immoderately given up. But therein he < 
likewife retained fuch a power and jurifdidtion over 
his very appetite, that he was not fo much tranfported 
Avith beauty and outward allurements, as with thofc 
advantages of the mind, as manifefted an extraordi^ 

nary^ 
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nary wit, and fpirit, and knowledge, and adminiftcrcd 
great pleafure in the converfation. To thefe he fa- 
crificed himfelf, his precious time, and much of his 
fortune. And fome, who were neareft his truft and 
friendlhip, were not without apprehenfion^ that his 
natural vivacity and vigour of mind begun to leiTen 
and decline by thofe exceffive indulgences. 

About the time of the death of King James, or pre- 
fently after, he was made Lord Steward of his Ma- 
jefty's houfe, that the ftafF of Chamberlain might be 
put into the hands of his brother, the Earl of Mont- 
gomery, upon a new contrail of friendlnip with the 
Duke of Buckingham ; after whofe death, he had 
likewife fuch offices of his, as he nioft afFe<5led, of ho- 
nour and command ; none of profit, which he cared 
not for ; and within two years after, he died himfelf 
of an apoplexy, after a full and cheerful fupper. 

A Ihort ftory may not be unfitly inferted, it being 
Yery frequently mentioned by a perfon of known in- 
tegrity, whofe charader is here undertaken to be fet 
down, and who, at that time, being on his way to 
London, met at Maidenhead fome perfons of quality, 
of relation or dependence upon the Earl of Pembroke, 
(Sir Charles Morgan, commonly called General Mor- 
gan, who had commanded an army in Germany, and 
•defended Stoad ; Dr. Feild, then Bifliop of Saint 
David's ; and Dr. Chafin, the Earl's then Chaplain in 
his houfe, and much in his favour.) At fupper one 
fif them drank a health to the Lord Steward : upon 
which another of them faid, ** that he believed 
** his Lord was at that time very merry, for he 
*' had now outlived the day, which his tutor Sand- 
*^ ford had prognofticated upon his nativity he would 
^* not outlive ; but he had done it now, for that 

** was 
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•* was his birth-day, which had completed his age 
" to fifty years." The next morning, by the time 
they came to Colebrook^ they met with the news of 
his death. ' 

He died exceedingly lamented by men of all quali- 
ties, and left many of his fervants and dependants 
owners of good eftates, raifed out of his employments 
and bounty. Nor had his heir caufe to complain : 
for though his expences had been very magnificent, 
(and it may be the lefs conlidered, and his provi- 
dence the lefs, becaufe he had no child to inherit), 
infomuch as he left a great debt charged upon the 
eftate ; yet conlidering the wealth he left in jewels^ 
plate, and furniture, and the eflate his brother enjoyed 
in the right of his wife (who was not fit to manage 
it herfelf) during her long life, he may be juftly faid 
to have inherited as good an eflate from him, as' 
he had from his father, which was one of the befl: in 
England. 

The Earl of Montgomery, who was then LordofPhUip 
Chamberlain of the houfehold, and now Earl of Pem- Montgo- 
broke, and the Earl of Dorfet, were likewife of the °*^' 
Privy-Council ; men of very different talents and qua- 
lifications. The former being a young man, fcarce 
of age at the entrance of King James, had the good 
fortune, by the comelinefs of his perfon, his fkill, and 
indefatigable induflry in hunting, to be the firft who 
drew the King's eyes towards him with affedlion ; 
which was quickly fo far improved, that he had the 
reputation of a favourite. Before the end of the firft 
or fecond year, he was made Gentleman of the King's 
Bedchamber, and Earl of Montgomery j which did 
the King no harm : for befides that he received the 
J^ing's bounty with more moderation than other men, 

who 
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who fuccecdedhin^, he was generally known, and as 
generally cfteemed ; being the fon of one Earl of 
Bcmbroke, and younger brother to another, who li- 
berally fupplied his expence, beyond what his annuity 
from his father would bear. 

He pretended to no other qualificatjpns, than to 
tinderftand horfcs. and dogs very well, which his 
Mailer loved him the better for, (being, at his firft 
cjoming into England, very jealous of thofe who had 
the reputation of great parts), and to be believed ho- 
neft and generous, which made him many friends, and 
left him then no enemy. He had not fate many 
years in that fun-fhine, when a new comet appeared 
in Court, Robert Carr, a Scotfman, quickly after 
declared fevourite ; upon whom the King no fooncr 
fixed his eyes, but the Earl, without the leaft mur- 
mur or indifpolition, left all doors open for his en- 
trance ; (a rare temper ! and it could proceed from 
nothing, but his great perfection in loving field-* 
fports) ; which the King received as fo great an obli- 
gation, that he always after loved him in the fecond 
place, and commended him to his fon at his deaths 
as a man to be relied on in point of honefty and fide- 
lity ; though it appeared afterwards, that he was not 
ftrongly built, nor had fufficient ballaft to endure a 
ftorm ; of which more will be faid hereafter. 
Of Edward The Other, the Earl of Dorfet, was, to all intents, 
^ifrt! principles, and purpofes, another man; his perfon 
beautiful, and graceful, and vigorous; his wit plea- 
fant, fparkling, and fublime ; and his other parts of 
learning, and language, of that luftre, that he could 
npt mifcarry in the world. The vices he had were 
of the age, which he was not ftubborn enough to 
contemn or refift. He was a younger brother, grand- 
child 
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child to the great iTreafurer Buckhurft, created, at 
the King's firft entrance, Earl of Dorfet, who out- 
lived his father, and took care and delight in the 
education of his grand-child, and left him- a good 
fupport for a younger brother, befides a wife, who 
was heir to a fair fortune. A^'his perfon and parts 
were foch as arc before mentioned, fo he gave them 
full fcope, without reftraint ; and indulged to his ap- 
petite all the plcafures that feafon of his life (the 
fuUeft of jollity and riot of any that preceded, or 
fucceeded) could tempt or fuggeft to him. 

He entered into a fatal quarrel, upon a fubjedl very 
unwarrantable, with a young nobleman of Scotland, 
the Lord Bruce ; upon which they both tranfported 
themfelves into Flanders, and attended only by two 
chirargeons placed at a diftance, and under an obliga- 
tion not to ftir but upon the fall of one of them, they 
fought under the walls of Antwerp, where the Lord 
Bruce fell dead upon the place ; and Sir Edward 
Sackville (for fo he was then called) being likewife 
hurt, retired into the next monaftery, which* was at. 
hand. Nor did this miferable accident, which he al- 
ways exceedingly lamented, make that thorough im- 
prcflion upon 'him, but that he indulged ftill too 
much to thofe importunate and infatiate appetites, 
even of that individual perfon, that had fo lately em- 
barked 'him in that dcfperate enterprize; being too 
much tinder not to be inflamed with thofe fparks. 

His elder brother did not enjoy his grandfether's 
titles many years, before they dcfcended, for want of 
heirs male, to the younger brother. But in tbefe few 
years the elder, by an excefs of cxpencc in all the 
ways to which money can be applied, fo entirely con-^ 
fumed almoft the wholj^ great fortune that defcended 

tQ 
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to him> ih^t, when he waa forced to leave the title to 
his younger brothdr, he left upon the dlatter nothing to 
him to fupport it ; which expofed him to many diffi- 
culties and inconveniences. Yet his known great parts, 
and the very good general reputation he had acquired, 
notwithftanding his defeats, (for as he was eminent in 
the Houfe of Commons, whilft he fate there ; fo he 
fhined in the Houfe of Peers, when he came to move 
in that fphere), inclined King James to call him to his 
Privy-Council before his death. And if he had not 
too much cheriihed his natural conftitution and pro- 
penfity, and been too much grieved and wrung by an 
uneafy and ftrait fortune, he would have been an 
excellent man of bufinefs ; for he had a very fharp, 
difcerning fpiritj and was a man of an obliging na- 
^ ture, much honour, and great generofity, and of moft 
entire fidelity to the Crown. 

There were two other perfons of nmch authority in 
the Council, becaafe of great name in the Court ; ai 
they deferved to be, being, without doubt, two as ac- 
compliihed courtiers as were found in the palaces of 
all the princes in Europe; and the greateft (if not too 
great) improvers of that breeding, and thofe qualifi- 
cations, with which courts ufed to be adorned \ the 
Earl of Carliile, and the Earl of Holland : both, 
(though men of pleafure), by their long experience in 
Court, well acquainted with the affairs of the king- 
dom, and better verfed in thofe abroad^ than any 
other who fat then at that Board. 
Of the Earl ' The former, a younger brother of a noble fiimily 
of cariiac. j^ Scotland, came into the kingdom with King 
James, as a Gentleman; under no other charadler, 
than a perfon well qualified by his breeding in France, 
and by ftudy in human le^irning, in which he bore a 

good 
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good part in the entertainment of the King, wha 
much delighted in that exercife; and by thefe means,, 
and notable gracefulnefs in his behaviour, and affabi- 
lity, in which he excelled, he had * wrought himfelf 
into a particular intereft with his Mafter, and into 
greater afFeftion and efteem with the whole Englirti 
nation, than any other of that country ; by choofing 
their friendlhips and converfation, and really prefer- 
ring it to any of his own : infoqauch as upon the 
King's making him Gentleman of his Bedchamber^ 
and Vifcount Doncafter, by his royal mediation (ii> 
which office he was a moft prevalent prince) he ob- 
tained the fole daughter and heir of the Lord Denny 
to be given him in marriage ; by which he had a fair 
fortune in land provided for any, iflue he Ihotdd 
raife, and which his fon by that Lady lived long to 
enjoy. 

He afc ended afterwards, and with the expedition 
Jie defired, to the other conveniences of the Court. 
He was Groom of the Stole, and an Earl, and Knight 
of the Garter ; and married a beautiful young Lady, 
daughter to the Earl of Northumberland, without 
any other approbation of her father, or concernment 
in it, than fufFering him and her ta come into his pre- 
fence after they were married. He lived rather in a 
fair intelligence than any friendfhip with the favour- 
ites; having credit enough with his Mafter to provide 
for his own intereft, and Jie troubled not himfelf for 
that of other men ; and had no other confideration of 
money, than for the fupport of his luftre ; and 
whllft he could do that, he cared not for money, hav- 
ing no bowels in the point of running in dA)t, or bor- 
rowing all he could. 

He was furely a man of the greatcft expencc in his * 

own 
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own perfon, of apy in the age he lived ; and intro- 
duced more of that expence in the excefs of clothes 
and diet^ than atly other man ; and was indeed the 
original of all thofe inventions^ from which others did 
but ti^nfcribe copies. He had a great imiverfal un- 
derllanding, and could have taken as much delight in 
any other way^ if he had thought any other as plea* 
• fant, and worth his care. But he found bufinefs was 
attended with more rivals and vexations; and, he 
thought, with much lefs pleafure, ahd not more in- 
nocence. 

He left behind him the reputation of a very fine 
Gentleman, and a moil accomplifhed Courtier ; and 
after having fpent, in a very jovial life> above four 
hundred thoufand pounds, which, upon a ftrift com-r- 
putation, he received from the Crown, he left not * 
houfe, nor acre of land, to be remembered by. And 
when he had in his profpeft (for he was very Iharp- 
lighted, and faw as far before him as moft men) the 
gathering together of* that cloud in Scotland, which 
Ihortly after covered both kingdoms, he died with as 
much tranquillity of mind to all appearance, as ufed 
to attend a man of more fevere exercife of virtue ; 

. and with as little apprehenfion of death, which he ex* 
peAed many days. 
of the Earl The Earl of Holland was a younger fon of a noble 
of "o"»«^*|jp^fo^ and of a very fruitful bed, which divided a 

'. numerous iffue. between two great fathers 5 the eldeft, 
many fons and daughters to the Lord Rich ; the 
younger, of both fexes, to Mountjoy Earl of Devon- 

. Ihire. The reputation of his family gave him no 

. great advantage in the world, though his eldeft bro- 
ther was Earl of Warwick, and owner of a great for- 
tune i and his younger Earl of Newport, of a very 

plenti- 
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plentiful revenue likewife. He, after fome time fpent 
in France, betook himfelf to the war in Holland, 
which he intended to have made his profeflion 1 
where, after ^e had made two or three campaigns, ac* 
cording to the cuftom of the Englifli volunteers, he 
came in the leifure of the winter to viiit his friends 
in England, and the Court, that fhined then in the 
plenty and bounty of King James ; and about the 
time of the in&ncy of the Duke of Buckingham's fa- 
vours, to whom he grew in a Ihort time very accepta-f 
ble. But his friendfliip was more entire tp the Earl 
of Carlifle, who was more of his nature and humour, 
and had a generolity more applicable at that time to 
his fortune and his ends. And it was thought by 
[smany who ftood within view, that for fome years he 
^Klfopported himfelf upon the familiarity and friendfliip 
^ of the other; which continued mutually between thenji 
^very many years, with little interruption^ to their 
death. 

He was a very handfome noan, of a lovely and win- 
ning prefence, and gentle converfation ; by which he 
got fo eafy an. admiiiion into the Court, and grace of 
King James, that he gave over the thought of further 
intending the life of a foldier. He took all the ways he 
could to endear himfelf to the Duke, and to his con- 
fidence, and wifely declined the receiving any grace 
or favour, but as his donation ; above all, avoided th^ 
fufpicion that the King had any kindnefs for hinx, 
upon any account but of the Duke, whofe creature 
he defircd to be efleemed, though the Earl of Car-. 
lifle's friend. And he profpered fo well in that pre*- 
tcnce, that the King fcarce made more hafte to ad- 
vance the Duke, than the Duke did to promote the 
other. 
VOL. I. H He 



98 THE HISTORY Book I. 

He firft preferred him to a wife, the daughter and 
heir of Cope, by whom he had a good fortune i and, 
amongft other things, the manor and feat of Kenling- 
ton, of which he was ihortly after made Baron. And 
he had quickly fo entire a confidence in him, that the 
Duke prevailed with the King to put him about his 
fon the Prince of Wales, and to be a Gentleman of his 
Bedchamber, before the Duke himfelf had reafon to 
promife himfelf any proportion of his Highnefs*s 
grace and protedlion. He was then made Earl of 
Holland, Captain of the Guard, Knight of the Grarter, 
and of the Privy-Council ; fent the firft Ambaflador 
into France to treat the marriage with the Queen, or 
rather privately to treat about the marriage befi)rc he 
was Ambaflador. And when the Duke went to the 
Ifle of Rh^, he trufted the Earl of Holland with the 
command of that army with which he was to be re- 
cruited and allifted. 

In this confidence, and in this pofture, he was left 
by the Duke when he was killed ; and having the 
advantage of the Queen's good opinion and favour, 
(which the Duke neither had, nor cared for), he made 
all poffible approaches towards the obtaining his truft, 
and fucceeding him in his power ; or rather that the 
Queen might have folely that power, and he only be 
fubfer\'ient to her ; and upon this account he made a 
continual war upon the Earl of Portland the Trcafurer, 
and all others who were not gracious to the Queen, 
or defired not the increafe of her authority. And in 
this ftate, and under this proteftion, he received every 
day new obligations from the King, and great boiui- 
ties, and continued to flourifli above any man in the 
Court, whilft the weather was fair i but the ftorm did 
no fooner arife, but he changed fo much, and de- 
clined 
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clined fo faft from the honour he was thought to be 
mafter of, that he fell into that condition, which 
there will be hereafter too much caufe to mention, 
and to enlarge upon. 

The two Secretaries of State (who were not in thofe^^ctw® 
days officers of that magnitude they have been lince,ofsute,sir 
being only to make difpatches upon the conclufion of «dsir *' 
councils, not to govern, or prefide in thofc councils) ^SrlSii. 
were Sir John Coke, who, upon the death of Sir 
Albert Moreton, was, from being Mafier of Re- 
quefts, preferred to be Secretary of State ; and Sir 
Dudley Carleton, who, from his employment in Hol- 
land, was put into the place of the Lord Conway, 
who, fqr age and incapacity, was at laft removed from 
the Secretary's office, which he had e^ercifed many 
years with very notable infufiiciency ; fo that King 
James was wont pleafiuitly to lay, '* That Stenny" (the 
Pu|(:e of Buckingham) ^^ had given him two very 
^' proper iervants; a Secretar}^ who could neither 
■^ write nor read ; and a Groom of his Bedchamber, 
^^ who could not tmfs his points (* Mr. Clark having 
but one hand. 

Of thefe two Secretaries, the former was a man of a 
very narrow education, and a narrower nature; having 
continued long in the Uni verity of Cambridge, where 
be had gotten Latin learning enough ; and afterwards 
in the country in the condition of a private gentle- 
man, till after he was fifty years of age ; when, upon 
(bme reputation he had for induftry and diligence, he 
was called to fome painful employment in the office of 
the Navy, which he difcharged well ; and afterwards 
to be Mafter of Requefts, and then to be Secretary 
of State, which he enjoyed to a great age : and was a 
man rather unadorned with any parts of vigour and 
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quicknefs, and unendowed with any notable virtues, 
than notorious for any weaknefs or defeft of under- 
ftanding, or tranfportcd with any vicious inclinations, 
appetite to money only excepted. His cardinal per- 
fe6lion was induftry, and his moft eminent infirmity 
covetoufnefs. His long experience had informed him 
well of the ftate and affairs of England ; but of fo- 
reign tranfaftions, or the common intereft of Chrif- 
tian princes^ he was entirely undifcerning and igno- 
rant. 

Sir Dudley Carleton was of a quite contrary nature, 
conftitution, and education, and underftood all that 
related to foreign employments, and the condition of 
other princes and nations, very well : but was unac- 
quainted with the government, laws, and cuftoms 
of his own country, and the nature of the people. 
He was a younger fon in a good gentleman's family, 
and bred in Chrift Church, in the Univerfity of Ox- 
ford, where he was a Student of the foundation^ and a 
young man of parts and towardly expeAation. He 
went from thence early into France, and was foon 
after Secretary to Sir Harry Nevil,, the Ambaflador 
there. He had been fent Ambaflador to Venice, where 
he refided many years with good reputation; and 
was no fooner returned from thence into England, 
than he went Ambaflador into Holland, to the 
States General, and refided there when that Synod 
was aflembled at Dort, which hath given the world fo 
much occafion fince for uncharitable difputations, 
which they were called together to prevent. Here 
the AmbaflTador was not thought fo equal a fpeftator, 
or afleflbr, as he ought to have been ; but by the in- 
fufions he made into King James, and by his own 
aftivity, he did all he could to difcoimtenance that 

party 
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party that was moft learned, and to raife the credit 
and authority of the other ; which hath fince proved 
as inconvenient and troublefome to their own country, 
as to their neighbours. 

He was once more Ambaflador extraordinary in 
Holland after the death of King James, and was the 
lall who was admitted to be prefent, and to vote in 
the general aifembly of the States, under that cha* 
rafter ; of which great pnvilege the Crown had been 
poifefled from a great part of the reign of Queen 
Elizabeth, and through the time of King James to 
that moment; which adminiftered frefh m^ter of 
murmur for the giving up the towns of the Brill, 
and Flufhing, which had been done /bme years be^ 
fore by King James; without which men thought 
thofe States would not have had the courage fo foon 
to have degraded the Crown of England from a place 
in their councils, which had profpered fo eminently 
under the fhadow of that power and fupport. As foon 
as he returned from Holland, he was called to the 
Privy-Council. The making him Secretary of State, 
and a Peer of the Realm, when his eftate was fcarce 
viiible, was the laft piece of workmanihip the Duke 
of Buckingham lived to iinifh, who feldom fatisfied 
himfelf with conferring a lingle obligation. 

The Duke had obferved, and difcovered, that the The rife of 
channel, in which the Church promotions had former- uud^s^""^ 
ly run, had been liable to fome corruptions, at Icaft {^^^"J^j^^ 
to many reproaches; and therefore had committed 
the fole reprefentation of thofe affairs, and the recom- 
inending to the vacancies which fhould happen, to 
Dr. Laud, then Bifhop of Bath and Wells, and fworn 
of the Privy-Council. And the King, after the 
Duke's death, continued that truft in the fame hands, 
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infinitely to the benefit and honour of the Church, 
though, it may be, no lefs to the prejudice of the 
poor Biihop ; who, too fecure in a good confcience, 
and mofl: fmcere worthy intention, (with which no 
man was ever more plentifully replenilhed), thought 
he could manage and difcharge the place and office 
of the greatefl: Miniflier in the Court (for he was 
quickly made Archbilhop of Canterbury) without the 
leaft condefcenfion to the arts and fiiratagems of the 
Court, and without any other friendfhip, or fupport, 
than what the fplendor of a pious life, and his un- 
polifhed integrity, would reconcile to him: which 
was an unfkilful meafure in a licentious age, and 
may deceive a good man in the beft of times that 
Ihall fucceed ; which expofed him to fuch a torrent 
of adverfity and mifery, as we Ihall have too natural 
an occafion to lament in the following difcourfe, in 
which it will be more feafonable to enlarge upon his 
lingular abilities, and immenfe virtue. 

There were more (too many more) honourable per- 
fons in that time of the Privy-Council, whofe facul- 
ties were not notorious enough to give them any 
great part in the affairs, nor had their advice much 
influence upon them. Other very notable men were 
ihortly after added tp the Council; who will hereafter 
be remembered in their proper places and feafons. 
What hath been faid before contains infornution 
enough of the perfons in employment, and the ftate of 
the Court and Kingdom, when the Duke of Bucking- 
ham was taken from it; by which, and the lively re- 
fie<ftions upon the qualities and qualifications of the 
feveral perfons in authority in Court and Council, no 
man could expe^l that the vigorous defigns and en- 
terprizesj undertaken by the Duke^ would be purfued 

with 
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with eqtial refolutioil and courage ; but that, much 
the greater part of them would be wholly intent 
upon their own Accommodations in their fortunes^ (in 
which they abounded not)^ or in their eafe and plea- 
fure, which they moft paffionately afFedcd ; having, 
as hath been faid, no other coniideration of the pub- 
lic, than that no difturbance therein might interrupt 
their quiet in their own days : and that the reft, who 
had larger hearts, and more public fpirits, would ex- 
tend their labour, aftivity, and advice, only to fecure 
the empire at home by all peaceable arts, and advance- 
ment of trade, which might gratify the people, and fill 
the empty coffers of the impoverilhed Crown. To 
which end the moft proper expedients were beft imder- 
Hood by them, not to enlarge it, by continuing and pro- 
pagating the war ; the ways and means whereof they 
knew not how to comprehend ; and had all the defpe- 
rate imaginations and jealoufies of the end and ne- 
ccflTary confequences of it. And fo they all concurred 
(though in nothing elfe) in their unanimous advice to 
the King ** to put the quickeft period he could poffi- 
" bly to the expenfive war againft the two Crowns:'* 
and, his Majefly following their advice, a peace wasA pai^ 
made with both, upon better terms and conditions, JJJ^**^* 
and in lefs time, than, from the known impatience of ^"'^"^^ 
the war, could reafonably have been expected, or 
hoped for. And after fome unquietnefs of the peo- 
ple, and unhappy aifaults upon the prerogative by 
the Parliament, which produced its diffolution, and The third 
thereupon fome froward and obftinate difhirbances in^Ji'^^ 
trade, there quickly followed fo excellent a compo^ 
fufe throughout the whole kingdom, that the like 
peace, and plenty, and uniyerlal tranquillity for tea 
years, was never enjoyed by any nation, and was the 

H 4 more 
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more vilible and manifeft in England, by the (harp 
and bloody war fuddenly entered into between the 
two neighbour Crowns, and the univerfal conflagra- 
tion, that, from the invafion of the Swedes, covered 
the whole empire of Germany. And fo we fliall 
return to the difcourfe, to which this very long 
digreffion hath given a greater interruption than was 
intended. 
The ill cf- That proclamation, mentioned before, at the break- 
p*iociamati.ing up of the laft Parliament, and which was com- 
u^nbfciklinonly underftood '' to inhibit all men to fpeafc of 
thlfe?o*l[d ^* another Parliament," produced two very ill efieiSls 
Parliament, of different uatures. It afflidled many good men (who 
otherwife were enough fcandalized at thofe diftempers 
which had incenfed the King) to that degree, that it 
made them capable of receiving fome impreffions from 
thofe who were diligent in whifpering and infilling an 
opinion into men, ^' that there was really an intention 
** to alter the form of Government both in Chnich and 
** State ; of which, faid they, a greater inftance can- 
" not be given, than this public declaring (as it was , 
" interpreted) that we fliall have no more Pirlia- 
" ments." Then, this freedom from the danger of 
fuch an inquilition did not only encourage ill men 
to all boldnefs and licence, but wrought fo far upon 
men lefs inclined to ill, (though not built for ex^ 
amples), that they kept not thofe ftridt guards upon 
themfelves they ufed to do ; efpecially if they found 
themfelves above the reach of ordinary juilice, and 
feared not extraordinary, they by degrees thought 
that no fiiult which was like to find no punifhment. 
ftojeas of Supplemental a^Sls of State were made to fupply de- 
feats of laws ; and fo tonnage, and poundage, and 
other duties upon merchandizes^ were ccdledted by 

ordcL 
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order of the Board, which had been pofitively refaCed 
to be fettled by A(5l of Parliament, and new and 
greater impolitions laid ^pon trade : obfolete laws 
were revived, and rigcwroufly executed, wherein the 
fubjedk .might be taught how unthrifty a thing it was, 
by too ftriA a detaining of what was his, to put the 
King as IknAly to enquire what was his own. 

By this ill husbandry the King received a vaft fumThatof 
of money froai all perfons of quality, or indeed of any hwL 
reafonable condition throughout the kingdom, upon 
the law of Knighthood ; which, though it had a 
foundation in right, yet^ in the circumftances of pro- 
ceeding, was very gnei'Ous« And no lefs unjuft pro- 
jeAs of all kinds, many ridicillous, many fcandalous, 
all very grievous, were fet on foot ; the envy and re- 
proach of which came to the King, the profit to 
other men : infomuch that, o( two hundred thoulimd 
pound" drawn from the fubjed, by thefe ways, in a 
year, fcarce fifteen hundred came to the King's ufe 
or account. Tp recompenfe the damage the Crown That of «- 
fuftained by the fale of the old lands, and by thereft-Uws. 
grant of new penfions> the old laws of the Foreft were 
revived, by which not only great fines were impofed, 
but great annual rents intended, and like to be fettled 
byway of contradj which burthen lighted mofl upon 
perfons of quality and honour, who thought them- 
felves above ordinary oppreffions, and were therefore 
like to remember it with more Iharpnefs. Laftly, for That of 
afpringand magazine that Ihould have no bottom, ncy^"^ 
And for an everlafting fupply of all occafions, a wrh 
^as framed in a form of law, and directed to the 
Sheriff of every county of England, " To provide a 
" flap of war for the King's fervice, and to fend it, 
** amply provided and fitted, by fuch a day, to fucii 
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^^ a place f* and with that writ were fent to clch 
Sheriff inftrudions, that, *^ inftead of a ftiip, he 
" fliould levy upon his county fuch a fum of money, 
*^ and return the fame to the Treafurer of the Navy 
" for his Majcfty*s ufe, with diredkion, in what man- 
5^ ner he ihould proceed againft fuch as refufed :^ 
and from hence that tax had the denomioation of 
Ship-money; a word of a lafting found in the memo- 
ry of this kingdom ; by which for fome years really 
accrued the yearly fum of two hundred thoufand 
pounds to the King's coffers : and it was in truth 
the only prqjedt that was accounted to his own fer- 
vice. And, after the continued receipt of it for 
about four years together, it was at lafl (upon the re^ 
fiifal of a private gentleman to pay twenty x)r thirty 
ihillings as his fhare) with great folemnity publicly 
argued before all the Judges of England in the Ex- 
chequer-Chamber, and by much the major part of 
them, the King's right to impofe afferted, and the 
tax adjudged lawful; which judgment proved of 
more advantage and credit to the gentleman con- 
demned (Mr. Hambden) than to the King*s fervice. 
The powen For the better fupport of thefe extraordinary ways, 
cfmbie"'a^d to proteft the agents and inflruments, who muft 
chmbl^r ^^ employed in them, and to difcountenance andl 
cnUrgcd. fupprefs all bold enquiries and oppofers, the Coun- 
cil-Table and Star-Chamber enlarge their jurifdic- 
tions to a vaft extent, ^^ holding^' (as Thucydides 
faid of the Athenians) ^' for honourable that which 
^' pleafed,and for juH that which profited;" and being 
the fame perfons in feveral rooms, grew both courts 
of law to determine right, and courts of revenue to 
bring money into the Treafi^ry ; the Council-Table 
by proclamations enjoining to the people what was 

not 
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not enjoined by the law^ and prohibiting that which 
was not prohibited ; and the Star^Chamber cenfuring 
the breach, and difobedience to thofc proclamations 
by very great fines and imprifohmeilt ; fo that any 
difrcfpeft to any aAs of State, or to the perfons of 
Statefmen^ was in no tinde more penal, and thofe 
foundations of right, by which men valued their fe- 
curity, to the apprehenfion and underftanditig of wife 
men, never more in danger to bedeftfoycd. 

And here I cannot but again take the liberty to 
lay, that the circumftances and proceedings in thofe 
new extraordinary cafes, ftratagems, and iitipofitionSj 
were very unpolitic, and even deftrudlive to the 
fervices intended. And if the bufinefs of Ship^money^ 
being an impofition by the State, under the notion 
of ncceffity, upon a profpeft of danger, which pri- 
vate perfons could not modeftly think themfelves 
qualified to difcern, had been managed in the fame 
extraordinary way as the royal loan (which was the 
impofing the five fubfidies after the fecond Parlia- 
ment fpoken of before) was, men would much eafier 
have fubmitted to it ; as it is notorioufly known, that 
prefTnre was borne with much more cheerfulnefs be- 
fore the judgment for the King, than ever it was 
after; men before pleafing themfelves with doirvg 
fomewhat for the King's fervicc, as a teflimony of 
their affeAion, which they were not bound to do ; 
many really believing the neccffity, and therefore 
thinking the burthen reafojiable ; others obferving, 
that the advantage to the King was of importance,^ 
when the damage to them was not confiderable ; imd 
all afluring themfelves, that when they fhoiild be 
weary, or unwilling to continue the payment, they 
ought refort to the law for relief, and fijnd it. But 

when 
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fvheti they heard diis demanded in a court of law, 
as a rights and found it, by fworn Judges of the law, 
adjudged (b^ upon fuch grounds and reafons as every 
fiander-by was able to fwear was not law, and fo had 
loft the pleafure and delight of being kind and dutiful 
to the King; and, inftead of givingi were required to 
pay, and by a logic that left no man any thing which 
he might call his own; they no more looked upon it as 
the cafe of one man, but the cafe of the kingdom^ 
nor as an impofition laid upon them by the King, but 
by the Judges; which they thought themfelves bound 
in confcience to the public juftice not to fubmit to. 
It was an obfervation long ago by Thucydides, "That 
^^ men are much more paffionate for injuflice, than for 
^^ violence; becaufe (fays he) the one coming as irota 
" an equal, feems rapine ; when the other proceeding 
^* from one ftronger, is but the efie<S^ of necelfity." 
So, when Ship-money was tranfa<%ed at the Council- 
Board, they looked upon it as a work of that power 
they were all obliged to truft, and an ttEcA of that 
forelight they were naturally to rely upon. Imminent 
joeceffity, and pubKc iafety, were convincing perfua- 
iions; and it might not feem of apparent ill confe-- 
. quence to them, that upon an emergent occafion the 
regal power ibould fill up an hiatus, or fupply an im* 
potency in the law. But when they (aw in a court 
io£ jaw (that law that gave them title to and poilef- 
iibn of all that they had) reafon of State urged as ele* 
ments of law. Judges as iharp-iighted as Secretaries 
.of State, and in the myfteries of State ; judgment of 
law grounded upon matter of &£b, of which there 
•was neither enquiry nor proof ; and no reafon given 
for the payment of the thirty ^billings in que&ion, 
ibut what included the ellates of all the Aanders-by; 

they 
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they had no reafon to hope that doftrine, or the pro- 
moters of it, would be contained within any bounds ; 
and it is no wonder that they, who had fo little reafon 
to be pleafed with their own condition, were no lefs 
folicitous for, or apprehenfive of, the inconveniences 
that might attend any alteration. 

And here the damage and mifchief cannot be tx^ 
preffed, that the Crown and State fuftained by the de* 
ferved reproach and infamy that attended the Judges, 
by being made ufe of in this and like afts of power; 
there being no poffibility to preferve the dignity, 
reverence, and eftimation of the laws themfelves, 
but by the integrity and innocency of the Judges. 
And no quefiion, as the exorbitancy of the Houfe of 
Commons, in their next Parliament, proceeded prin- 
cipally from their contempt of the laws, and that 
contempt from the fcandal of that judgment ; fo the 
concurrence of the Houfe of Peers in that fury can 
be imputed to no one thing more, than to the irreve* 
rence and fcorn the Judges were juftly in ; who had 
been always before looked upon there as the oracles 
of the law, and the beft guides to aflift that Houfe 
in their opinions and actions : and the Lords now 
thought themfelves excufed for fwerving from the 
rules and cuftoms of their predeceflbrs (who in alter* 
ipg and making of laws, in judging of things and 
perfons, had always obferved the advice ar\d judgment 
of thofe fages) in not aiking queftions of thofe whom 
they knew nobody would believe ; thinking it a juft 
reproach upon them, (who out of their courtlhip had 
fubmitted the difficulties and myfteries of the law 
^0 be meafured by the frandard of what they called 
general reafon, and explained by the wifdom of 
State), that they themfelves Ihould make ufe of the 
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liffence which the others had taught them, aad deter- 
mine that to be law, whi?h they thought to be rea- 
fonabie, or found to be convenient. If thefe men had 
prefcrved the fimplicity of their anceilors, in fcvere- 
ly and fkri6kly defending the laws, other m^n had 
obferved the modefly of theirs, in humbly and duti« 
fully obeying them. 

Upon this consideration it is very obfervable, that in- 
the wifdom of former times, when the prerogative went 
higheft, (as very often it hath been fwoln above any 
pitch we have feen it at in our times), never any court 
of law, very feldom any Judge, or Lawyer of reputa- 
tion, was called upon to afiift in an a£i of power; the 
Crown well knowing the moment of keeping thofe the 
objeAs of reverence and veneration with the people : 
and that though it might fometimes make {allies upon 
them by the prerogative, yet the law would keep 
the people from any iavafion of it, and that the King 
could never fufifer, whilft the law and the Judges 
were looked upon by the fubjeiSt, as the afylum for 
their liberties, and fecurity. And therefore you fhall 
find the policy of many Princes hath enduced as 
fharp animadveriions and reprehenfions from the 
Judges of the Law, as their piety hath frofn the 
Bifhops of the Church ; as having no lefs influence 
upon the people, under the reputation of juftice, by 
the one, than under the ties of confcience and religion^ 
by the other. 

To extend this conlideration of the form and cir* 
cumftance of proceeding in cafes of an unufual nature 
a little farther : as it may be moft behoveful for 
Princes in matters of grace and honour, and in con- 
ferring of favours upon their people, to tranfatSt the 
fame as publicly as may be^i and by themfelves, or 
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their Minifters, to dilate upon it, and improve their 
luftreby any addition, or eloquence of fpeech; (where, 
it may be, every kind word, efpecially from the 
Prince himfelf, is looked upon as a new bounty) ; fo 
it is as requilite in matters of judgment, punilhment, 
and cenfure upon things, or perfons, (efpecially when 
the cafe, in the nature of it, is unufual, and the rules 
in judging as extraordinary), that the fame be tranf- 
adied as privately, and with as little noife and pomp 
of words, as may be. For (as damage is much eaiier 
borne and fubmitted to by generous minds, than ' ' 

difgrace) in the buiinefs of Ship-money, and many 
other cafes in the Star-Chamber, and at the Council- 
fioard, there were many impertinencies, incongrui- 
ties, and infolencies, in the fpeeches and orations of 
the Judges, much more offeniive, and much more 
fcandalous than the judgments and fentences them- 
klves. Befides that men*s minds and underftandings 
were more infbruAed to difcern the confequence of 
things, which before ihey confidered not. And un- 
doubtedly my Lord Finch*s fpeech in the Exchequer- 
Chamber made Ship-money much more abhorred, and 
fomiidable, than all the commitments by the Council- 
Table, and all the diftrefTes taken by the Sheriffs in 
England ; the major part of men (befides the com- 
mon unconcemednefs in other men's fufTerings) look- 
ing upon thofe proceedings with a kind of applaufe 
to then^felves, to fee other men punifhed for not do- 
ing as they had done ; which delight was quickly 
determined, when they found their own interefl, by 
the unneceffary logic of that argument, no lefs con- 
cluded than Mr. Hambden s. 

He hath been but an ill obferver of the paflages of 
thofe times we fpeak of, who hath not fecn many fo- 
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ber men, who have been clearly fatisfied with the 
conveniency, neceffity, and juftice of many fentences, 
depart notwithftanding extremely offended, and Ican- 
dalized with the grounds, reafons, and exprcffions of 
thofe who inflicfted thofe cenfures ; v^hen they found 
themfelves, thinking to be only fpecSlators of other 
men's fufferings, by fome unneceflary inference or 
declaration, in probable danger to become the next 
delinquents. 

They who look back upon the council-books of 
Queen Elizabeth, and the adls of the Star-Chambcr 
then, fhall find as high inftances of power and fo- 
vercignty Upon the liberty and property of the fub-> 
jecSV, as can be fince given. But the art, order, and 
gravity of thofe proceedings (where Ihort, fevcre, 
conftant rules were fet, and fmartly purfued, and the 
party felt only the weight of the judgment, not the 
paifion of his Judges) made them lefs taken notice of, 
and fo lefs grievous to the public, though as intolera* 
ble to the pcrfon : whereas, fince thofe excellent rules 
of the Council-Bdard were lefs obferved, and debates 
(which ought to be in private, and in the abfence of 
the party concerned, and thereupon the judgment of 
the Table to be pronounced by one, without the in- 
tcrpofition of others, or reply of the party) fufiered 
to be public, quefi:ions to be aficed, pafiions difco* 
vered, and opinions to be promifcuoufly delivered; all 
advice, diredtions, reprehenfions, and cenfures of thofe 
places grew to be in lefs reverence and efieem ; fa 
that, befides the delay and interruption in difpatch^ 
the juftice and pmdence of the counfels did not many- 
times weigh down the infirmity and paffion of the 
counfellors ; and both fuitors and offenders returned 
into their country,, with fuch exceptions and argu- 
ments 
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ments againft perfons, as brought and prepared much 
prejudice to whatfoever Ihould proceed from thence ; 
and whatever excufes fhall be made, or arguments 
given, that upon fuch extraordinary occafions there 
was a neceffity of fome pains and care to convince 
men's underftandings of the reafons and grounds of 
their proceeding, (which, if what was done had been 
only ad informandam confcienitam without reproach, or 
penalty, might have been reafonable), it is certain the 
inconvenience and prejudice, that grew thereby, was 
greater than the benefit : and the reafons of the 
Judges being many times not the reafons of the 
judgment, thofe might more fatisfadtorily and more 
Ihortly have been put in the fentence itfclf, than 
fpread in the difcourfes of the cenfurers. 

Thefc errors (for errors they were in view, and er- 
rors they are proved by the fuccefs) are not to be im- 
puted to the Court, but to the fpirit and over-adli- 
vity of the Lawyers themfelves ; who Ihould more 
carefully have prefervcd their profeffion, and its pro- 
fcifors, from being profaned by thofe fervices, which 
have rendered both fo obnoxious to reproach. There 
were two perfons of that profeffion, and of that time, 
by whofe feveral and diftindt conftitutions (the one 
knowing nothing of nor caring for the Court; the 
other knowing or caring for nothing elfe) thofe 
mifchiefs were introduced; Mr, Noy, the Attorney 
General ; and Sir John Finch, firft. Lord Chief Juftice 
of the Common Pleas, and then Lord Keeper of the 
Great Seal of England. 

The firft, upon the great 'feme of his. ability and gf Attorney 
learning, (and he was very able and learned,) was, by Noy. 
great induftry and importunity from Court, per- 
fuaded to accept that place, for which all other men 

VOL. I. I laboured. 



114 THE HISTORY Book !• 

laboured, (being the beft, for profit, that profeflion is 
capable of), and fo he fufFered himfelf to be made the 
King's Attorney General. The Court made no im- 
preflion upon his manners ; upon his mind it did : 
and though he wore about him an affeAed morofity, 
which made him unapt to flatter other men, yet even 
that morofity and pride rendered him the moft liable 
to be groisly flattered himfelf, that can be imagined. 
And by this means the great perfons, who fleered the 
public affairs, by admiring his parts, and extolling 
his judgment as well to his face as behind his back, 
wrought upon him by degrees, for the eminency of 
the fervice, to be an inftrument in all their defigns ; 
thinking that he could not give a clearer teflimony, 
that his knowledge in the law was greater than all 
other men's, than by making that law which all other 
men believed not to be fo. So he moulded, framed^ 
and purfued the odious and crying projedt of Soap ; 
and with his own hand drew and prepared the writ 
for Ship-money j both which will be the lafting mo- 
numents of his fame. In a word, he was an unanfwer- 
able inflance, how neceflary a good education and 
knowledge of men is to make a wife man> at leaft a 
man fit for bufinefs. 
ofSirjohQ Sir John Finch had much th^t the other wanted, 
but nothing that the other had. Having led a free 
life in a reftrained fortune, and having fet up upon the 
flock of a good wit, and natural parts, without the 
fuperftrufture of much knowledge in the profeflion 
by which he was to grow; he was willing to ufe thofe 
weapons in which he had moft fkill, and fo (being not 
unfeen in the afFeftions of the Court, but not having 
reputation enough to guide or reform them) he took 
up Siiip*money where Mr. Noy left it ; and^ being a 
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Judge, carried it up to that pinxiacle, from whence he 
almoft broke his own neck; having, in his journey 
thither, had too much influence on his brethren to ^ 
induce them to concur in a judgment they had all 
caufe to repent. To which, his declaration, after he 
was Keeper of the Great Seal of England, muft be 
added, upon a demurrer put in to a bill before him, 
which had no' other equity in it, than an order of the 
Lords of the Council ; " that whilft he was Keeper, 
*^ no man fhould be fo faucy as to difpute thofe or- 
" ders, but that the wifdom of that Board ihould be 
'' always ground enough for him to make a decree in 
" Chancery j" which was fo great an aggravation of 
the excefs of that Table, that it received more preju- 
dice from that acSl of unreafonable countenance and 
refpeft) than from all the contempt could poffibly 
have been oflfered to it. But of this no more. 
Now after all this (and I hope I cannot be accufed Th« W'"«y 
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of much flattery m this mqulution) I muft be fo juftbcfowthe 
as to fay, that, during the whole time that thefe pref- mem, not 
fures were exercifed, and thofe new and extraordinary JI[g**fomc^ 
ways were run, that is, from the diflfolution of the^JJ^'J^^^^ 
Parliament in the fourth year, to the beginning ofi«^ 
this Parliament, which was above twelve years, this 
kingdom, and all his Majefty*-s dominions, (of the in- 
terruption in Scotland fomewhat ihall be faid in its 
due time and place), enjoyed the greateft calm, and 
the fuUeft meafure of felicity, that any people in 
any age, for fo long time together, have been bleflTed 
with i to the wonder and envy of all the other parts 
of Chriftendom. 

In this comparifon I am neither unmindful of, norCompared 
ungrateful for, the happy times of Queen Elizabeth, ^mes J 
and King James. But for the former, the doubts, ^^^.^^*' 
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hazards, and perplexities, upon a total change and al- 
teration of religion, and fome confident attempts upon 
a ferther alteration by thofe who thought the Reforma- 
tion not carried far enough ; the chaise, trouble, and 
anxiety of a long continued war (how profperous and 
fuccefsful foever) even during that Queen's whole 
reign ; and (befides fome domeftic ruptures into re- 
bellion, frequently into treafon ; and befides tlie ble- 
mifh of an unparalleled aft of blood upon the life 
of a crowned neighbour Queen and Ally) the fear and 
apprehenfion of what was to come (which is one of 
the mofl: unpleafant kinds of melancholy) from an 
unknown, at leaft an unacknowledged, fuccelTor to tht 
Crown, clouded much of that profperity then, which 
now fliines with fo much fplendor before our eyes in 
chronicle. 
And with And for the other under King James, (which indeed 
Juig""'" were excellent times, hona ft Jita norhii)^ the iningling 
?»«"• ^ith a ftranger nation, formerly not very gracious 
with this, which was like to have more intereft of fa- 
vour : the fubjeAion to a fl:ranger Prince, whofe na- 
ture and difpofition they knew not : the difcovery of 
a treafon, the mofl: prodigious that had ever been at- 
tempted, upon his firft entrance into the kingdom : 
the wants of the Crown not inferior to what it hath 
iince felt, (1 mean whilft it fate right on the head of th6 
King), and the preflTures upon the fubje A of the fame 
nature, and no lefs complained of: the abfence of the 
Prince in Spain, and the folicitude that his Highnefs 
ihould not be difpofed in marriage to the daughter of 
that kingdom, rendered the calm and tranquillity of 
that time lefs equal and pleafant. To which may be 
Added the profperity and happinefs of the neighbour 
kingdoms not much inferior to that of this, which, 

accord- 
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according to the pulfe of ftates, is a great diminution 
of their health ; at leaft their profperity is much im- 
proved, and more vifible, by the mifery and misfor- 
tunes of their neighbours. 

The happinefs of the times I now rnention was in- 
vidioufly fet off by this diftinftion, that every other 
kingdom, every other ilate were entangled, and fome 
almoft deftroyed, by the rage and fury of arms ; thofc 
who were engaged in an ambitious contention with 
their neighbours, having the view and apprehenfions 
of the miferies and defolation, which they faw other 
ftates fuffer by a civil war ; whilft the kingdoms we 
now lament were alone looked upon as the garden 
of the world; Scotland (which was but the wildernefs 
of that ^rden) in a full, entire, and undiilurbed 
peace, which they had never feen ; the rage and bar- 
barifin of their private feuds being compofed to the 
reverence, or to the awe, of public juftice ; in a com- 
petency, if not in an excefs of plenty, which they had 
never hopes to fee, and in a temper (which was the 
utmoft that in thofc days was defired or hoped for) 
free from rebellion : Ireland, which had been a fponge 
to draw, and a gulph to fwallow all that could be 
fpared, and all that could be got from England, 
merely to keep the reputation of a kingdom, reduced 
to that good degree of hufbandry and government, 
that it not only fubiifted of itfelf, and gave this king- 
dom all that it might have expedled from it ; but 
really increafcd the revenue of the Crown forty or 
fifty thoufand pounds a year, befides a confiderable 
advantage to the people by the traffic and trade , 
from thence ; arts and fciences fruitfully planted 
there ; and the whole nation begbning to be fo civil- 
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ized, that it was a jewel of great luftre in Ae royal 
diadem. 

When thefe outworks were thus fortified and 
adorned, it was no wonder if England was generally 
thought fecure, with the advantages of its own cli- 
mate ; the Court in great plenty, or rather (which is 
the difcredit of plenty) excefs, and luxury; the Coun- 
try rich, and, which is more, fully enjoying the plea- 
fure of its own wealth, and fo the eafier corrupted with 
the pride and wantonnefs of it ; the Church flourifli- 
ing with learned and extraordinary men, and (which 
other good times had in fome degree wanted) fup- 
plied with oil to feed thofe lamps ; and the Protcftant 
religion more advanced againft the Church of Rome 
by writing, (without prejudice to other ufeful and 
godly labours), efpecially by thofe two books of the 
late Lord Archbifhop of Canterbury his Grace, and 
of Mr.Chillingworth, than it had been from the Re- 
formation ; trade increafed to that degree, that we 
were the exchange of Chriftendom, (the revenue from 
thence to the Crown being almoft double to what it had 
been in the beft times), and the bullion of neighbour 
kingdoms brought to receive a ftamp from the mint 
of England ; foreign merchants looking upon nothing 
fo much their own, as what they had laid up in the 
warehoufes of this kingdom; the royal Navy, in num- 
ber and equipage much above former times, very 
formidable at fea; and the reputation of the greatnefs 
and power of the King much more with foreign 
Princes than any of his progenitors : for thofe rough 
courfes, which made him perhaps lefs loved at home, 
made him more feared abroad ; by how much the 
power of kingdoms is more reverenced than their juf- 

ticc 
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tice by their neighbours : and it may be, this con- 
fideration might not be the' leaft motive, and may 
not be the worft excufe for thofe counfels. Laftly, 
for a complement of all thefe bleffings, they were 
enjoyed by, and under the protection of, a King, of 
the moft harmlefs difpolition, the mod exemplary 
piety, the greateft fobriety, chaftity, and mercy, that 
any prince hath been endowed with, (Grod. forgive 
thofe that have not been fenlible of, and thankful for, 
thofe endowments), and who might have faid, that 
which- Pericles was proud of, upon his death-bed, 
concerning his citizens, ^^that no Englifhman had 
*^ ever worn a mourning gown through his occalion.** 
In a word, many wife men thought it a time, wherein 
thofe two adjuncts, which Nerva was deified for unit^ 
ing, imperium et Ubertas^ were as well reconciled as is 
poffible. 

But all thefe bleflings could but enable, not com- 
pel us to be happy : we wanted that fenfe, acknow- 
ledgment, and value of our own happinefs, which all 
but we had ; and took pains to make, when we could 
not find, ourfelves miferable. There was in truth a 
ftrange abfence of underftanciing in moft, and a ftrange 
perverfenefs of underftanding in the reft : the Court 
full of excefs, idlenefs, and luxury ; the Country full 
of pride, mutiny, and difcontent ; every man more 
troubled and perplexed at that they called the viola^ 
tion of one law, than delighted or pleafed with the 
obfervation of all the reft of the Charter : never imput-p 
ing the increafe of their receipts, revenue, and plenty, 
to the wifdom, virtue, and merit of the Crown, but 
objeding every fmall impofition to the exorbitancy 
and tyranny of the Government; the growth of know- 
ledge and learning being difrclifhcd, fox the infirmi- 
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ties of fome learned men, and the increafe of grace 
and favour upon the Church more repined and mur- 
mured at, than the increafe of piety and devotion in 
it, which was as vifible, acknowledged, or taken no- 
tice of; whilft the indifcretion and folly of one fer- 
mon at Whitehall was more bruited abroad, and 
commented upon, than the wifdom, fobriety, and de- 
votion of a hundred. 

It cannot be denied but there was fometimes preach- 
ed there matter very unfit for the place, and very 
fcandalous for the perfons, who prefumed often to 
determine things out of the verge of their own pro- 
fcflion, and, in ordine ad fpiritualiay gave unto Csefar 
what Caefar refufed to receive, as not belonging to 
him. But it is as true (as was once faid by a man fitter 
to be believed in that point than I, and one not fuf- 
pecfted for flattering of the Clergy) ^' that if the fer- 
^^ mons of thofe times preached in Court were col- 
*' lefted together, and publifhed, the world would 
'^ receive the beft bulk of orthodox divinity, pro- 
*' found learning, convincing reafon, natural power- 
*^ fill eloquence, and admirable devotion, that hath 
^* been communicated in any age fince the Apoftles' 
** time." And I cannot but fay, for the honour of 
the King, and of thofe who were trufted by him in 
his Ecclefiaftical collations (who have received but 
iad rewards for their uprightnefs) in thofe reproached, 
condemned times^ there was not one Churchman, in 
any degree of feivour or acceptance, (and this the in- 
quifition, that hath been fince made upon them, a 
ftrifter never was in any age, muft confefs), of a fcan- 
dalous infufliciency in learning, or of a more fcanda- 
lous condition of life ; but, on the contrary, moft of 
them of confefiTed eminent parts in knowledge, and of 
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virtuous and unblemifhed lives. And therefore wife 
men knew, that that, which looked like pride in fome, 
and like petulance in others, would, by experience in 
affairs, and converfation amongft men, both of which 
moft of them wanted, be in time wrought off, or, in a 
new fucceffion, reformed, and fo thought the vaft ad- 
vantage from their learning and integrity, an ample 
recompenfe for any inconvenience from their paflion ; 
and yet, by the prodigious impiety of thofe times, the 
latter was only looked on with malice and revenge, 
without any reverence or gratitude for the former. 

When the King found himfelf pofleffed of all thatThc King-f 
tranquillity mentioned before, that he had no reafoni„to^scot!^ 
to apprehend any enemies from abroad, and lefs any|,*"^^^^ 
infurreAions at home, againft which no kingdom in «**«'*• 
Chriftendom, in the conftitution of its government,' 
in the folidity of the laws, and in the nature and dif- 
pofition of the people, was more fecure than England ; 
that he might take a nearer view of thofe great blef- 
fings which God had poured upon him, he refolved 
to make a progrefs into the northern parts of his king- 
dom, and to be folemnly crowned in his kingdom of 
Scotland, which he had never feen from the time he 
firft had left it, when he was about two years old. In 
order to this journey, which was made with great 
fplendor, and proportionable expence, he added to 
the train of his Court many of the greateft nobility, 
who increafed the pomp of the Court at their own 
charge, (for fo they were required to do), and feemed 
with alacrity to fubmit to the King's pleafure, as foon 
as they knew his defire ; and fo his attendance in all 
rcfpefts was proportionable to the glory of tlie great- 
eft King. 

This whole progrefs was made^ from the firft fetting 
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out to the end of it, with the greateft magnificence 
imaginable ; and the higheft excefs of feafting wa^ 
then introduced, or, at leaft, feafting was then carried 
to a height it never had attained before; from whence 
it hardly declined afterwards, to the great damage 
and mifchief of the nation in their eilates and man- 
ners. All perfons of quality and condition, who lived 
within diftance of the northern road, received the 
great perfons of the nobility with that hofpitality 
which became them ; in which all coft was employed 
to make their entertainments fplendid, and their 
houfes capable of thofe entertainments. The King 
himfelf met with many entertainments of that nature, 
at the charge of particular men, who defired the ho- 
nour of his prefence, which had been rarely pracSlifed 
till then by the perfons of the beft condition, though 
it hath fince grown into a very inconvenient .cuftom. 
But when he paffed through Nottinghamlhire, both 
King and Court were received and entertained by 
the Earl of Newcaftle, and at his own proper ex- 
pence, in fuch a wonderful manner, and in fuch an 
excefs of feafling, as had fcarce ever before been 
known in England ; and would be flill thought very 
prodigious, if the fame noble perfon had not, within 
a year or two afterwards, made the King and Queen 
a more flupendous entertainment; which, (God be 
thanked), though poffibly it might too much whet 
the appetite of others to excefs, no man ever after in 
thofe days imitated. 

The great offices of the Court, and principal places 
of attendance upon the King's perfon, were then upon 
the matter equally divided between the Englifh and 
the Scots ; the Marquis of Hamilton Mafler of the 
Horfe, and the Earl of Carlifle firfl Gentleman of the 
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^"^Bedchamber^ and almoft all the fecond rank of fer- 
-vants in that place, being of that kingdom ; fo that 
^ there was as it were an emulation between the two 
^'' nations, which Ihould appear in the greateft luftro, in 
-- clothes, horfes, and attendance : and as there were (as % 

- is faid before) many of the principal nobility of Eng- 
■ land, who attended upon the King, and who were not 
- of the Court ; fo the Court was never without many 

- Scottiih volunteers, and their number was well in- 
' creafed upon this occafion in nobility and gentry, who 
' were refolved to confute all thofe who had believed 
'- their country to be very poor. 

The Kine no fooner entered Scotland, but all hisTheKingri 

^^ , , magainccnt 

Enghfli fervants and officets yielded up tlieir atten- reception, 
dance to thofe of the Scottiih nation, who were ad- 
: mitted into the fame offices in Scotland, or had fonte 
titles tO'thofe employments by the conftitution of that 
kingdom ; as moft of the great offices are held by in- 
heritance ; as the Duke of Richmond and Lenox was 
then high Steward, and high Admiral of Scotland by 
defcent, as others had the like pofleffion of other 
places; fo that all the tables of the houfe, which had 
been kept by the Englilh officers, were laid down^ 
and taken up again by the Scots, who kept them up 
with the fame order, and equal fplendor, and treated the 
Englilh with all the freedom and courtefy imaginable i 
as all the nobility of that nation did, at their own ex* 
pence, where their offices did not entide them to tables 
at the charge of the Crown, keep very noble houfes to 
entertain their new guefts ; who had fo often and fo 
well entertained them : and it cannot be denied, the 
whole behaviour of that nation towards the Englilh 
was as generous and obliging as could be expected ; 
and the King appeared with no lefs luftre at Edinburgh, 

thaa 



1^4 THE HISTORY Book I. 

than at Whitehall ; and in this pomp his coronation 
paffed with all the folemnity and evidence of public 
joy that could be expeAed, or that can be imagined ; 
and the Parliament, then held, with no lefs demon* 
ftration of duty, paffed and prefented thofe adts which 
were prepared for them to the royal Scepter; in which 
were fome laws reftraining the extravagant power of 
the nobility, which, in many Cafes, they had long ex- 
crcifed, and the diminution whereof they took very 
heavily, though at that time they took little notice 
of it; the King being abfolutely advifed in all the af- 
fairs of that kingdom then, and long before, and af- 
ter, by the fole counfel of the Marquis of Hamilton, 
who was, or at leaft w^s then believed to be, of the 
greateft intercft of any fubje6l in that kingdom, of 
whom more will be faid hereafter. 

The King was very well pleafed with his reception, 

and with all the tranfadions there ; nor indeed was 

there any thing to be blamed, but the luxury and 

vaft expence, which abounded in all refpefts of fcaft- 

ing and clothes with too much licence : which being 

imputed to the commendable zeal of the people, of all 

conditions, to fee their King amongft them, whom they 

were not like to fee there again, and fo their expence 

was to be but once made, no man had caufe to fufped 

any mifchief from it : and yet the debts contraAed 

at that time by the nobility and gentry, and the 

wants and temptations they found themfelves expofed 

Yet the to, from that' unlimited expence, did very much con- 

fu^ce^ding^ tribute to the kindling that fire, which fhortly after 

So'^"thin ^^^^^ o^^ 1" ^^ terrible a combuftion : nor were the 

fowD. fparks of murmur and fedition then fo well covered, but 

that many difcerning men difcovered very permcious 

deligns to lurk in their breafls, who feemed to have 
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the moft cheerful cotintenances, and who adled great 
parts in the pomp and triumph. And it eridently 
appeared, that they of that nation, who fliined moft 
in the Court of Edigland, had the leaft influence in 
their own country, except only the Marquis of Ha* 
milton, whofe affe£tion to his Mafler was even then 
fufpedled by the wifeft men in both kingdoms ; and 
that the immenfe bounties the King and bis father 
had fcattered amongft thofe of that nation, out of the 
wealth of England, beiides that he had facrificed the 
whole revenue of that kingdom to themfelves, were 
not looked upon as any benefit to that nation, but as 
obligations caft away upon particular men ; many of 
whom had with it wafted their own patrimony in 
their country. 

The King himfelf obfcrved nuny of the nobility to 
endeavour to make themfelves popukr by fpeaking 
in Parliament againft thofe things which were moft 
grateful to his Majefty, and which ftill paffed^ not- 
withftanding their contradiction ; and he thought a 
V little difcountenance upon thofe perfons would either 
fupprcfs that fpirit within themfelvies^ or make the 
poifon of it lefs operative upon others. But as thofe 
afts of difcountenance were too often believed to pro- 
ceed from the difpleafure of the Marquis of Hamilton^ 
and by that means rather advanced than deprelfed 
them^ fo they had an admirable dexterity in fheltering 
themfelves from any of thofe adts of difcountenance, 
which they had no mind to own ; when it hath been 
vifible, iand was then notorious, that many of the per* 
fons then, as the Earl of Rothes, and others, of whom 
the King had the worft opinion, and from whom he 
purpofely withheld any grace by never fpeaking to 
them, or taking notice oiF them in the Coyrt,. yet 

when 
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when the King was abroad in the fields, or paffing 
through villages, when the greateft crowds of people 
flocked to fee him, thofe men would ftill be next him, 
and entertain him with fome difcourfe, and pleafant 
relations, which the King's gentle difpofition could 
not avoid, and which made thofe perfons to be gene- 
rally believed to be moft acceptable to his Majef- 
ty ; upon which the Lord Falkland was wont to fay, 
** that keeping of ftate was like committing adultery, 
** there muft go two to it :'* for let the proudeft or 
moft formal man refolve to keep what diftancc he will 
towards others, a bold and confident man inftantly de- 
molilhes that whole machine, and gets within him^ 
and even obliges him to his own laws of converfa- 
tion. 

The King was always the moft punctual obferver of 
all decency in his devotion, and the ftrifteft promoter 
of the ceremonies of the Church, as believing in his 
foul the Church of England to be inftituted the near- 
eft to the praftice of the Apoftles, and the beft for 
the propagation and advancement of Chriftian religion, 
of any Church in the world : and on the other iide, 
though no man was more averfe froni the Romiih 
Church than he was, nor better underftood the motives 
of their feparation from us, and animofity againfl us, 
he had the higheft diflike and prejudice to that part 
of his own fubjefts, who were againft the government 
eftablifhed, and did always look upon them as a very 
dangerous and feditious people; who would, under 
pretence of confcience, which kept them from fub- 
mitting to the fpiritual jurifdidion, take the firft op- 
portunity they could find, or make, to withdraw them- 
felves from their temporal fubjeAion ; and therefore 
he hadj with the utmoft vigilance, caufed that temper 

and 
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and difpofition to be watched and provided againft in 
England ; and if it were then in truth there, it lurked 
with wonderful fecrecy. In Scotland indeed it covered 
the whole nation, fo that though there were bifhops in 
name, the whole jurifdidtion, and they themfel ves were, 
upon the matter, fubjecSl to an Aflembly, which was 
purely Prefbyterian ; no form of religion in pradVice, 
no liturgy, nor the leaft appearance of any beauty of 
holinefs : the Clergy, for the moft part, corrupted in 
their principles ; at leaft, none countenanced by the 
great men, or favoured by the people, but fuch ; 
though it muft be owned their Univerfities, efpecially 
Aberdeen, flourifhed under many excellent fcholars, 
and very learned men. Yet, though all the cathedral 
churches were totally neglected with reference to thofe 
adminiftrations over the whole kingdom, the King's 
own Chapel at Holy-rood-houfe had ftill been main- 
tained with the comelinefs of the cathedral fervice, 
and all other decencies ufed in the Royal Chapel ; and 
the whole nation feemed, in the time of King James, 
well inclined to receive the Liturgy of the Church of 
England, which that King exceedingly defired, and 
was fo confident of, that they who were privy to his 
counfcls in that time did believe, the bringing that 
work to pafs was the principal end of his progrefs thi- * 
ther feme years before his death ; thoi%h he was not 
fo well fatisfied at his being there, two or three of the 
principal perfons trufted by him in the government of 
thta kingdom, dying in or about that very time : but 
though he returned without making any vifible attempt 
in that affair, yet he retained ftill the purpofe and re- 
folution to his death to bring it to pafs. However^ 
his two or three laft years having been lefs pleafant to 
aim, by the Prince's voyage into Spain, the jealoufies 
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which, about that time, begun in England, and the 
high proceedings in Parliament there, he thought it 
neceflary to fufpend any profecution of that defign, 
until a more favourable conjunfture, which he lived 
not to fee. 
Tranfac- The King his fon, who, with his father's other vir- 
im^^udngti^es, inherited that zeal for religion, propofed nothing 
Tnui'scoi ^^^^ ^^ himfelf, than to unite his three kingdon^s in 
land. one form of Grod's worfliip, and public devotions ; and 
there being now fo great a ferenity in all his domi- 
nions as is mentioned before, there is great reafon to be- 
lieve, that in his journey into Scotland to be crowned, 
he carried with him the refolution to finifh that im- 
portant bufinefs in the Church at the fame time. To 
that end, the then Bifhop of London, Dr. Laud, at- 
tended on his Majefty throughout that whole journey, 
which, as he was Dean of the Chapel, he was not 
obliged to do, and no doubt would have been excufed 
from, if that defign had not been in view j to accom- 
plifh which he was no lefs folicitous than the King 
himfelf, nor the King the lefs folicitous for his advice. 
He preached in the Royal Chapel at Edinburgh, 
(which fcarce any Englifliman had ever done before in 
the King's prefence), and principally upon the benefit 
of conformity, and the reverend ceremonies of the 
Church, with stfU the marks of approbation and applaufe 
imaginable ; the great civility of that people being fo 
notorious and univerfal, that they would not appear 
unconformable to his Majefty's wilh in any particular. 
And many wife men were then and fl:ill are of opi- 
nion, that if the King had then propofed the Liturgy 
of the Church of England to have been received and 
pradlifed by that nation, it would have been fubmitted 
to without oppofition : but, upon mature confidera* 
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tion, the King concluded that it was not a good fea- 
fon to promote that bufinefs. 

He had paffed two or three afts of Parliament, which 
had much leffened the authority and dependence of 
the nobility and great men, and incenfed and difpofed 
them proportionably to crofs and oppofe any prppo- 
lition, which would be moft grateful ; and that over- 
thwart humour was enough difcovercd to rule in the 
breafls of many, who made the greateft profeffions. 
Yet this was not the obftrudlion which diverted the 
King : the party that was avcrfe from the thing, and 
abhorred any thought of conformity, could not have 
been powerful enough to have ftopped the progrefs of 
it; the mifchief was, that they who moft.defired it, 
and were moft concerned to promote it, were the men 
who ufed all their credit to divert the prefent attempt- 
ing it ; and the Biihops themfelves, whofe intereft 
was to be moft advanced thereby, applied all their 
coimfels fecretly to have the matter more maturely 
conlidered ; and the whole defign was never confulted 
but privately, and only fome few of the great men of 
that nation, and fome of the Bifhops, advifed with by 
the King, and the Bifhop of London ; it being mani- 
feft: enough, that as the finifhing that great affair 
muft be very grateful to England, fo the Englifh muft 
not appear to have a hand in the contriving and pro-. 
meting it. 

The fame men, who did not only pretend, but reallil 
and heartily wi£h, that they might have a Liturgy to 
order and regulate the worfhip of God in their 
Churches, and did very well approve the Ceremonies 
eftablifhed in the Church of England, and defired to 
fubmit to and pradlife the fame there, had no mind 
that the very Liturgy of the Church of England 
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fliould be propofed to, or accepted by them; for 
which they offered two prudential reafons, as their ob- 
fervations upon the nature and humour of the nation, 
and upon the conferences they had ofteh had with the 
beft men upon that fubjetfJ:, which was often agitated 
in difcourfe, upon what had been formerly projected 
by King James, and upon what frequently occurred 
to wife men in difcourfes upon the thing itfelf^ and 
the delirablenefs of it. 

The firft was, that the Englifli Liturgy, how piouf* 
ly and wifely foever framed and inftituted, had found 
great oppofipon : and though the matter of the Cere- 
monies had wrought for the moft part only u{>on light- 
headed, weak nien, whofe fatisfadion was not to be 
laboured for ; yet there were many grave and learned 
men, who excepted againft fome particulars, which 
would not be fo eafily anfwered ; " That the reading 
" Pfalms being of the old tranflation were in many 
•'particulars fo different from the new and better 
'^ tranflation, that many infbmces might be given of 
^' importance to the fenfe and truth of Scripture." 
They faid fomewhat of the fame nature concerning 
the tranflation of the Epiftles and Gofpels, and fome 
other exceptions againfl reading the Apocrypha, and 
fome other particulars of lefs moment ; and dcfired, 
•' that, in forming a Liturgy for their Church, they 
'^ might, by reforming thofe feveral infl:ances, give fa- 
i^ tisfadion to good men, who would thereupon be 
" eafily induced to fubmit to it." 

The other reafon, which no doubt was the princi- 
pal, and took this in tlie way to give it the better in- 
trodu(5lion, was, '^ that the kingdom of Scotland gene- 
'* rally had been long jealous, that, by the King's con- 
** tinned abfence from them, they Ihould by degrees 

«'bc 



OF THE REBELLION, &c. 131 

•* be reduced to be but as a province ta England, and 
*' fubje^l to their laws and governmfent, which they 
" would never fubmit to ; nor would any man of ho- 
" nour, who loved the King beft, and refpefted Eng- 
•' land moft, ever confent to bring that dilhonour upon 
** his country. . If the very Liturgy, in the terms it is 
" coniiituted and praftifed in England, fliould be of- 
*' fered to them, it would kindle and inflame that jea- 
" loufy, as the prologue and introduftion to that dc-r 
" fign, and as the firft range of that ladder, which 
** ihould ferve to mount over all their cuftoms and 
" privileges, and be oppofed and detefted accordingly 5 
" wi^reas, if his Majefty would give order for the 
** preparing a Liturgy, with thofe few defirable altera- 
" tions, it would eafily be done ; and in the mean time 
'* they would fo difpofe the minds of the people for 
" the reception of it, that they fhould even defire it.** 
This expedient was fo paffionately and vehemently 
urged even by the Bifhops, that, however they deferred 
to the minds and humours of other men, it was mani-* 
icft enough, that the exception and advice proceeded 
from the pride of their own hearts. 

The Bilhop of London, who was always prefent 
with the King at thefe debates, was exceedingly trou-. 
bled at this delay, and to find thofe men the inftru- 
ments in it, who feemed to him as folicitous for the 
expedition, as zealous for the thing itfelf, and who 
could not but fufFer by the deferring it. He knew 
well how far any enemies to conformity would be from 
being fatisfied with thofe fmall alterations, which be- 
ing confcnted to, they would with more confidence, 
though lefs reafon, frame other exceptions, and infift 
upon them with more obftinacy. He forefaw the dif- 
ficulties which would arife in rejedting, or altering, or 
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adding to the Liturgy, which had fo great authority, 
and had, by the pradice of near fourfcore years, ob- 
tained great veneration from all fober Proteftants; 
and how much eaiier it would be to make objeflions 
againft any thing that fhould be new, than againft the 
old ; and would therefore have been very glad that 
the former refolution might be purfued ; there hav- 
ing never been any thoughts in the time of King 
James, or the prefent King, but of the flngUfh Litur- 
gy ; belides that any variation from it, in how fmall 
matters foever, would make the uniformity the Icfs, 
the manifeftation whereof was that which was moft 
aimed at and delired. 

The King had exceedingly fet his heart upon the 
matter, and was as much, fcandalized as any man at 
the diforder and indecency in the exercife of religion 
in that Church : yet he was afFedled with what was 
offered for a little delay in the execution, and knew 
more of the ill humour and pradices amongft the 
greateft men of the kingdom at that feafon, thaa the 
Bifhop did, and believed he could better compofe and 
reduce them in a little time, and at a diftance, thaii at 
the prefent, and whilil he was amongft them. Befides 
he was in his nature much inclined to the Scottifh na- 
tion, having been born amongft them, and as jealous 
as any one of them could be of their liberties and pri- 
vileges, and as careful they might not be invaded by 
the'Englilh, who, he knew, had no great reverence for 
them : and therefore the objedlion, ^^ that it would 
^^ look like an impoiition from England, if a form, 
*^ fettled in Parlianxent at Weftminfter, fhould with- 
*• out any alteration be tendered (though by himfelf) 
" to be fubmitted to, and obferved in Scotland," made 
a deep impreflion in his Majefty. 

In 
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In a word, he committed the framing and compof- 
ing fuch a Liturgy as would moft probably be accept- 
able to that people, to a fele<5l number of the Bifhops . 
there, who were very able and willing to undertake it : 
and fo his Majefty returned into England, at the time 
he had defigned, without having ever propofed, or 
made the leaft approach in public towards any alter- 
ation in the Church. 

It had been very happy, if there had been then no- 
thing done indeed, that had any reference to that affair, 
and that, fince it was not ready, nothing had been tranf- 
afted to promote it,* which accidentally alienated the 
aflfeiftions of the people from it ; and what was done 
was imputed to the Bifliop of London, who was like 
enough to be guilty of it, fince he did really believe, 
that nothing more contributed to the benefit and ad- 
vancement of the Church, than the promotion of 
Churchmen to places of the greateft honour, and of- 
fices of the higheft truft : this opinion and the profe- 
cution of it (though his integrity was unqueflrionable, 
and his zeal as great for the good and honour of the 
State, as for the advancemetit and fecurity of the 
Church) was the unhappy foundation of his own ruin, 
and of the prejudice towards the Church, the malice 
againft it, and almoft the deftruftion of it. 

During the King*s ftay in Scotland, when he found The King 
the conjunfture not yet ripe for perfefting that good ftay there 
order which he intended in the Church, he refolved tOBiniopric 
leave a monument behind Jiim of his own afFetftion ^ySj*^* 
and cfteem of it. Edinburgh, though the metropo- 
lis of the kingdom, and the chief feat of the King's 
own refidence, and the place where the Council of State 
and the Courts of Juftice fl-ill remained, was but a 
borough town within the diocefe of the Archbilhop of 
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Saint Andrew^s^ and governed in all church afikirs by 
the preachers of the town ; who, being chofen by the 
citizens from the time of Mr. Knox, (who had a prin- 
cipal hand in the fuppreflion of Popery, with cu'cum- 
ftances not very commendable to this day), had been 
the moft turbulent and feditious minifters of confu- 
iion that could be found in the kingdom ; of which 
King James had fo fad experience, after he came to 
age, as well as in his minority, that he would often 
fay, " that his acc^fs to the crown of England was the 
"more valuable to him, as it redeemed him from the 
" fubjedlion to the ill manners and inlblent pra&ices 
*^ of thofe preachers, which he could never flxake ofF 
" before." The King, before his return from thence, 
with the frill confent and approbation of the Arch- 
bifhop of Saint Andrew's, eredled Edinburgh into a 
bifhopric^ afligned it a good and convenient jurifdic- 
tion out of the neareft limits of the diocefc of Saint 
Andrew's, appointed the faireft church in the town to 
be the cathedral, fettled a competent revenue upon 
the Bifhop out of lands purchafed by his Majefty 
himfelf from the Duke of Lenox, who fold it much 
the cheaper, that it might be confecrated to fo pious 
an end ; and placed a very eminent fcholar of a good 
family in the kingdom, who had been educated in the 
Univerfity of Cambridge, to be the firfl: Bifhop in 
that his new city ; and made another perfon, of good 
fame and learning, the firft Dean of his new cathedral^ 
upon whom likewife he fettled a proper maintenance ; 
hoping by this means the better to prepare the people 
of the place, who were the moft numerous and richeft 
of the kingdom, to have a due reverence to order and 
government, and at leaft to difcountenance, if not 
fupprefs, the factious fpirit of Prefbytery, which had 

fo 



OF THE REBELLION, &c, 13$ 

ft) long ruled there. But this application little con- 
tributed thereunto c the people generally thought, 
that they had too many Bifhops before, and fo the 
increafing the number was not like to be very grate- 
ful to them. 

The Biihops had indeed very little intereft in the 
affections of that nation, and lefs authority over it ; 
they had not power to reform or regulate thdir own 
cathedrals, and very rarely Ihewed themfelves in the 
habit and robes of Biihops ; and durft not conteft 
with the general Aflembly in matters of jurifdiftion: fo 
that there was little more than the name of Epifcopacy 
prefer\'ed in that Church. To redeem them from that His Majcfiy 
contempt, and to fhew that they Ihould be confidera- filmops^'S" 
ble in the State, how little authority foever they werefccuiw"©^* 
permitted to have in the Church, the King made the f;,''^^,"^^^^ 
Archbiihop of Saint Andrew*s, a learned, wife, and 
pious man, and of long experience. Chancellor of the 
kingdom, (the greateft office, and which had never 
been in the hands of a Churchms^n lince the reform- 
ation of religion, and fuppreffing the Pope's autho- 
rity), and four or five other Biihops of the Privy- 
Council, or Lords of the Seffion ; which his Majefty 
prefomed, by their power in the civil government, 
and in the judicatories of the kingdom, would render 
them fo much the more reverenced, and the better 
enable them to fettle the affairs of the Church : 
which fell out otherwife too ; and it had been better 
that invidious promotion had been fufpended, till by 
their grave and pious deportment they had wrottght 
upon their Clergy to be better difpofed to obey them, 
and upon the people to like order and difcipHne ; 
and till by thefe means the Liturgy had been fettled, 
and received amongfl: them ; and then the advancing 
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feme of them to greater honour might have done 
well. 

But this unfeafonable accumulation of fo many ho* 
nours upon them, to which their funftions did not 
entitle them, (no Bifhop having been fo much as a 
Privy-Counfellor in very many years), expofed them 
to the univerfal envy of the whole nobility, many 
whereof wifhed them well, as to thpir ecclefiaftical 
qualifications, but could not endure to fee them pof- 
fcfled of thofe offices and employments^ which they 
looked upon as naturally belonging to' themfelves ; 
and then the number of them was thought too great, 
fo that they over-balanced many debates ; aftd fome 
of them, by want of temper^ or want of breeding, did 
hot behave themfelves with that decency in their de- 
bates^ towards the greateft men of the kingdom, as in 
difcretion they ought to have done, and as the others 
reafonably expedted from them : fo that, inftead of 
bringing any advantage to the Church, or facilitating 
the good intentions of the King in fettling order and 
government, it produced a more general prejudice to 
it; though for the prefent there appeared no lign of 
difcontent, or ill will to them; and the King left Scot-* 
land, as he believed, full of afFedkion and duty to 
him, and well inclined to receive a Liturgy, when he 
fhould think it feafonable to commend it to them. 
The King's It was about the end.of Augufl in the year 1633, 
thedeathofwhen the King returned from Scotland to Green* 
AbS^'^^wich, where the Queen kept her Court ; and the iirik 
•kinaor! accident of moment, that happened after his com- 
ing thither, was the death of Abbot, Archbifhop of 
Canterbury ; who had fat too many years in that See, 
and had too great a jurifdicflion over the Church, 
though he was without any credit in the Court from 
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the death of King James, and had not much in many 
years before. He had been Head or Mafter of one 
of the poorefk Colleges in Oxford, and had learning 
fufficient for that province. He was a man of very 
morofe manners, and a very four afpe<5V, whitfh, in 
that time, was called gravity ; and under the opinion 
of that virtue, and by the recommendation of the Earl 
of Dunbar, the King's firft Scotch fisivourite, he was 
preferred by King James to the bifhopric of Coven- 
try and Litchfield, and prefently after to London, be- 
fore he had been Parfon, Vicar, or Curate of any* 
parifh-cliurch in England)^ or Dean or Prebend of 
any cathedral-church ; and was in truth totally igno-^ 
rant of the true conftitution of the Church of Eng- 
land, and the fl:ate and intereft of the Clergy ; as fuf- 
ficiendy appeared throughout the whole courfe of his 
life afterward. 

He had fcarce performed any part of the office of a 
Bifliop in the diocefe of London, when he was fnatched 
from thence^ and promoted to Canterbury, upon the 
never-enough lamented death of Dr. Banci^oft, that 
Metropolitan, who underflood the Church excellently, 
and had almoil refcued it out of the hands of the 
Calvinian party, and very much fubdued the unruly 
fpirit of the Nonconformifts, by and after the con- 
fecence at Hampton-Court; countenanced men of the 
grcateft parts in learning, and difpofed the Clergy to 
a more folid courfe of fhidy, than they had been ac- 
cuftomed to; and, if he had lived, would quickly 
We extinguifhed all that fire in England, which had 
been kindled at Geneva; or if he had been fucceeded 
by Biihop Andrews, Bifhop Overal, or any man who 
undcrftood and loved the Chiu-ch^ that infe<5lion 
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would ^ilfily have been kept out, which could not af- 
terwards be fo eafily expelled. 

But Abbot brought none of this antidote with 
him, and confidered Chriftian religion no othcrwife, 
than as it abhorred and reviled Popery, and valued 
ihofe men moft, who did that the moft furioufly. 
For the ftridt obfervation of the difcipline of the 
Church, or the conformity to the Articles or Canons 
cftablifhed, he made little enquiry, and took lefs care; 
and having. himfelf made a very little progrefs in the 
ancient and folid ftudy of Divinity, he adhered only 
to the dodlrine of Calvin, and, for his lake, did not 
think fo ill of the difcipline as he ought to have done. 
But if men prudently forbore a public reviling and 
railing at the Hierarchy and Eccleliailical Grovem- 
ment, let their opinions and private practice be what 
it would, they were not only fecurc from any inqui- 
sition of his, but acceptable to him, and at lead 
equally preferred by him. And though many other 
Biihops plainly difcerned the mifchlefs, which daily 
broke in to the prejudice of religion, by his defe^Sbs 
and remiiTnefs, and prevented it in their own dioceles 
as much as they could, and gave all their counte- 
nance to men of other parts and other principles; and 
though the Bifhop of London, Dr. Laud, from the 
time of his authority and credit with the King, had 
applied all the remedies he could to thofe defed^ions, 
and, from the time of his being Chancellor of Oxford, 
had much difcountenanced and almoft fupprefled 
that fpirit, by encouraging another kind of learning 
and pradlice in that Univerlity, which was indeed ac- 
cording to the dodlrine of the Church of England ; 
yet that temper in the Archbilhop, whole houfe was 
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a fanduary to the caoft eminent of that fatftious party, 
and who licenfed their moft pernicious writings, k^ 
his fuccefibr a very diflScult work to do, to reform 
and reduce a Church into order, that had been fo long 
negleAed, and that was fo ill filled by many weak, 
and nx>re wilful Churchmen. 
It was within one week after the King*s return from?«*op . 

• ^ , , Laud madt 

Scotland, that Abbot died at his houfe at Lambeth. Archbi- 
The King took very little time to confider who fhouldchanao! 
be his fuccefibr, but the very next time the Biihop 
of London (who was longer on his way home than 
the King had been) came U} him, his Majefty enter- 
tained him very cheerfully with this compellation. 
My Lord^s Grace of Canterbury y you are very welcome; 
and gave order the fame day for the difpatch of all 
the neceflary forms for the tranflation : fo that within 
a month or thereabouts after*the death of the other 
Archbifiiop, he was completely invefi:ed in that high 
^g^i^> ^^^ fettled in his palace at Lambeth. This 
great Prelate had been before in great favour with 
the Duke of Buckingham, whofe chief confident he 
was, and by him recoounended to the King, as fitteft 
tQ be trufted in the conferring all ecclefiaftical pre- 
femients, when he was but Kihop of St. David^s, or 
newly preferred to Bath and Wells ; and from that 
time he entirely governed that province without a 
nval : fo that his promotion to Canterbury was long, 
forefeen and expedted ; nor was it attended with any 
increafe of envy or diflike. 

He was a man of great parts, and very exemplary 
virtues, allayed and difcredited by fome unpopular 
natural infirmities ; the greateft of which was (befides 
a hafty, fharp way of exprefling himfelf ) that he be- 
lieved innocence of heart, and integrity of manners, 
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was a guard ftrong enough to fecure any man in his 
voyage through this world, in what company foevcr 
he travelle,d, and through what ways foever he was to 
pafs : and fure never any man was better fupplied 
with that provifion. He was born of honeft parents, 
who were well able to provide for his education in the 
fchools of learning, from whence they fent him to 
St. John's College in Oxford, the worft endowed at 
that time of any in' that famous Univerfity. From a 
Scholar he became a Fellow, and then the Prefidcnt 
of the College, after he had received all the graces 
and degrees (the ProAorfhip and the Dodtoriliip) 
could be obtained there. He was always maligned 
and perfecuted by thofe who were of the Calvinian 
feftion, which was then very powerful, and who, ac- 
cording to their ufual maxim and praftice, call every 
man they do not love, Papift; and under this fenfelefs 
appellation they created him many troubles and vex- 
ations ; and fo far fupprefTed him, that though he 
was the King's Chaplain, and taken notice of for an 
excellent preacher, and a fcholar of the moft fublime 
parts, he had not any preferment to invite him to 
leave his poor College, which only gave him bread, 
till the vigour of his age was paft : and when he was 
promoted by King James, it was but to a poor bi- 
fhopric in Wales, which was not fo good a fupport 
for a Bifhop, as his College was for a private Scholar^ 
though a DoAor. 

Parliaments in that time were frequent, and grew 
very bufy ; and the party, under which he had fuffered 
a continual perfecution, appeared very powerful, and 
full of delign, and they who had the courage to oppofe 
them, begun to be taken notice of with approbation 
and countenance : under this ftyle he came to be firft 
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cberifhed by the Dulde of Buckrngham, who hsA- 
made fome experiments of the temper and fpirit of 
the other people, nothing to his fatisfadtion. From 
this time he profpered at the rate of his own wifhes, 
and being tranfplanted out of his cold barren diocefc 
of St. David's, into a warmer climate, he was left, as 
was faid before, by that great favourite in that great 
truft with the King, who was fufficiently indifpofed 
towards the perfons or the principles of Calvin's dif^ 
ciples. 

WheA he came into great authority, it may be, he 
retained too keen a memory of thofe who had fo un* 
juftly and uncharitably perfecuted him before ; and, 
I doubt, was fo far tranfported with the fame pailions 
he had reafon to complain of in his adverfaries, that, 
as they accufed him of Popery, becaufe he had fome 
do&nnal opinions which they liked not, though they . 
were nothing allied to Popery 5 fo he entertained too 
much prejudice to fome perfons, as if they were * 
enemies to the difcipline of the Church, becaufe they 
concurred with Calvin in fome do<5trinal points; when 
they abhorred his difcipline, and reverenced the go« 
vernment of the Church, aqd prayed for the peace of 
it with as much zeal and fervency as any in the king<» 
dom; as they made manifeft in their lives, and in 
their fufierings with it, and for it. He had, from his 
firil entrance into the world, without any difguife or 
diifimulation, declared his own opinion of that clafiis 
of men ; and, as foon as it was in his power, he did all- 
he could to hinder the growth and increafe of that 
faftion, and to reftrain thofe who were inclined to it, 
from doing the mifchief they defired to do. But his 
power at Court could not enough qualify him to go 
through with that difficult reformation, whilft he ha<l 
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a Superior in the Church, who, having the reins in 
his hand,\COuld flacken them according to his own 
humour and indifcretion ; and was thought to be 
the more remifs, to irritate his choleric difpoiition. 
But when he had now the primacy in his own 
hand, the King being infpired with the fame zeal^ 
he thought he fhould be to blame, and have much 
to anfwer for, if he did not make haftc to apply re- 
medies to thofe difeafes, which he (aw would grow 
apace. 

In the end of September of the year 1633, he was 
invefted in the title, power, and jurifdi<Stion of Arch- 
biihop of Canterbury, and entirely in polTeilion of the 
' revenue thereof, without a rival in Church or State ; 
that is, no man profefied to oppofe his greatnefs; and 
he had never interpofed or appeared in matters of 
Dr.Juxon State ,to this time. His firft care was, that the place 
Jhop^f" he was removed from might be fupplied with a man 
^°^°°' who would be vigilant to pull up thofe weeds, which 
the London foil was too apt to nourifh, and fo drew 
his old friend and companion Dr. Juxon as near to 
him as he could. They had been Fellows together in 
one College in Oxford, and, when he was firft niade 
Bifhop of Saint David's, he made him Prefident of 
that College : when he could no longer keep the 
Deanery of the Chapel Royal, he made him his fuc- 
ceilbr in that near attendance upon the King : and 
now he was raifed to be Archbilhop, he eafily pre- 
vailed with the King to make the other, Bifhop of 
London, before, or very foon after, he had been con- 
fecrated Bifhop of Hereford, if he were more than 
ele<ft of that Church. 

It was now a time of great eafe and tranquilhty ; 
the King (as hath been faid before) had made himfelf 
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' faperior to ^1 thofe diiiiculties and ftraits he had to 
contend with the four firil years he can^e to the Crown 
at home; and was now reverenced by all his neigh- 
bours, who needed his friendihip, and deiired to have 
it ; the wealth of the kingdom notorious to all the 
world, and th£ general temper and hiimour of it 
little inclined to the Papift, wid lefs to the Puritan. 
There were fome late taxes and impolitions intro* 
duced, which rather angered than grieved the people, 
who were more than repaired by the quiet, peace, and 
profperity they enjoyed ; and the murmur and difcon. 
tent that was, appeared to be againft the excels of 
power exercifed by the Crown, and fupported by the 
Judges in Weftminfter-Hall. The Church was not 
repined at, nor the leaft inclination to alter the go- 
vernment and difcipline thereof, or to change the 
dodrine« Nor was there at that time any coniiderable 
number of perfons of any valuable condition through-* 
out the kingdom, who did wiih either ; and the caufe 
of fo prodigious a change in fo few years after was 
too vifible from the efFeds. The Archbilhop's heart 
was fet upon the advancement of the Church, in 
which he well knew he had the King's full concur* 
rente, which he thought would be too powerfiil for 
any oppolition; and that he ihould need no other 
affiftance. 

Though the nation generally, as was faid before, 
was without any ill talent to t^ Church, either in the 
point of the doftrinc, or the difcipline, yet they were 
not without a jealoufy that Popery was not enough 
difcountenanced, and were very averfe from admitting 
any thing they had not been ufed to, which they 
called innovation, and were eafily perfuaded, that any 
thing of that kind was but to pleafe the Papifts. Some 
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warmcon-doArinal points in controverfy had been^ in the late 
c^^ing years, agitated in the pulpits with more warmth 
JhcArmiLtand reflexions, than had ufed to be ; and thence 
wj>Qints. ^g jjgat and animofity increafed in books pro and 
con upon the fame arguments : moft of the popular 
preachers^ who had not looked into the ancient learn- 
ing, took Calvin's word for it, and did all they could 
to propagate his opinions in thofe points : they who 
had ftudied more, and were better verfed in the anti* 
quitics of the Church, the Fathers, the Coimcils, and 
the Ecclefiaftical Hiftories, with the fame heat and 
paflion in preaching and writing defended the con- 
trary. 

But becaufe, in the late difpute in the Duteh 
Churches, thofe opinions wore fupported by Jacobus 
Arminius, the Divinity ProfeflTor in the Univerfity of 
Ley den in Holland, the latter men, we mentioned, were 
called Arminians ; though many of them had never 
read a word written by Arminius. Either lide defended 
and maintained the different opinions as the dodlrine 
of the Church of England, as the two great orders 
in the Church of Rome, the Dominicans and Fran- 
cifcans, did at the fame time, and had many hundred 
years before, with more vehemence and uncharitable- 
nefs, maintained the fame opinions one againft the 
other; either party profelfingto adhere to the dodtrine 
of the Ou:holic Church, which had been ever wifer 
than to determine the controverfy. And yet that 
party here, which could leaft fupport themfelves with 
reafon, were very folicitous, according to the ingenu- 
ity they always pradlife to advance any of their pre- 
tences, to have the people believe, that they who held 
with Arminius did intend to introduce Popery ; and 
truly the other fide was no lefs willing to haye it 
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thought, that all, who adhered to Calvin in thofe con- 
troverfies, did in their hearts likewife adhere to him 
with reference to the difcipline, and deiired to change 
the government bf the Church, deftroy the Bifhops, 
and to fet up the difcipline that he had efiabiiihed at 
Geneva ; and fo both fides found fuch reception ge- 
nerally with the people, as they were inclined to the 
perfons ; whereas, in truth, none of the one fide were 
at all inclined to Popery, and very many of the other 
were moft affe&ionate to the peace and profperity of 
the Church, and very pious and learned men. 

The Archbifhop had, all his life, eminently oppofed^'^5.^'^jJ]P 
Calvin's dodrine in thofe controverfies, before the«^coa. 
name of Arminius was taken notice of, or his opinions 
heard of; and thereupon, for want of another name, 
they had called him a Papifi, wluch nobody believed 
him to be, and he had more manifefted the contrary 
in his difputations and writings, than moft men had 
done ; and it may be the other found the more fe- 
vere and rigorous ulage from him, for their pro-- 
pagating that calumny againft him. He was a man 
of great courage and refolution, and being moft af-- 
fured within himfelf, that he propofed no end in all 
his adlions and defigns, but what was pious and juft, 
(as fure no man had ever a heart more entire to 
the King, the Church, or his Country), he never ftu- 
died the eafieft ways to thofe ends ; he thought, it 
may be, that any art or induftry that way would dif- 
credit, at leaft make the integrity of the end fufpe<5l:ed, 
let the caufe be what it wilL He did court perfons 
too htde 5 nor cared to make his defigns and pur- 
pofes appear as candid as they were, by Ihewing 
them in any other drefs than their own natural beauty, 
though perhaps in too rough a manner ; and did not 

VOL. I. L confider 
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confider enough what men faid, or were like to fay of 
him. If the faults and vices were fit to be looked 
into, and difcovercd, let the perfbns be who they 
would that were guilty of thern^ they were fure to 
find no connivance of hvoxxr from him« He intended 
the difcipline of the Church ihould be felt, as well as 
ipoken of, and that it ihould be applied to the great- 
eft and moft fplendid tran%peirors, as well as to the 
punifhment of fmaller offences, and meaner offenders; 
and thereupon called for or cherifhed the difcovery 
of thofe who were not careful to cover their own 
iniquities, thinking they were above the reach of 
other men, or their power or will to chaftife. Perfons 
of honour and great quality, of the Court, and of the 
y Country, were every day cited into the Htgh-Commif- 
lion Court, upon the fame of their incontinence,orother 
fcandal in their lives, and were there profecuted to 
their fhame and punifhment: and as the fhame (which 
they called an infolent triumph upon their degree and 
quality, and levelling them with the common people) 
was never foi^tten, but watched for revenge j fo the 
£nes impofed there were the mord queftioned, and re- 
pined againft, becaufe they were affigncd to the re- 
building and repairing St. Paul's Church; and thought 
therefore to be the more feverely impofed, and the Icfs 
compaffionately reduced and excufed ; which likewife 
made the jurifdiAion and rigour of the Star-Chamber 
more felt, and murmured againil, and fharpened many 
men's humours againfl the Bifhops, before they had 
any ill intention towards the Church. 
Pryn, Buf- There wete three perfons moft notorious for their 
Suiwick. declared malice againft the government of the Church 
by Bifhops, in their feveral books and writings, 
which they had pubUfhed to corrupt the people, with 

circum- 
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drCumftances very fcandalous, and in language very 
fcurrilous^ and impudent ; which all men thought de- 
ferred very exemplary punifhment : they were of the 
three feveral profeflions which had the moft influence 
upon the people, a Divine, a Common Lawyer, and a 
Do<ftor of Phyfic ; none of them of intereft, or any 
cfteem with the wonhy part of their feveral profef- 
lions, having been formerly all looked upon imder 
characters of reproach : yet when they were all fen- 
tenced, and for the execution of chat fentence brought 
out to be puniihed as common and fignal rogues, ex« 
pofed upon fcafFolds to have their ears cut off, and 
their faces and foreheads branded. with hot irons, (as 
the pooref): and moft mechanic malefactors ufed to 
be, when they were not able to redeem themfelves by 
any fine for their trefpafles, or to fatisfy any damages 
for the fcandals they had raifed againfl: the good 
name and reputation of others), men begun no more 
to confider their manners, but the men; and each 
profeflion, with anger and indignation enough, thought 
their education, and degrees, and quality, would have 
fecured them from fuch infamous judgments, and 
treafured up wrath for the time to come. 

The remifTnefs of Abbot, and of other Biihops by 
his example, had introduced^ or at leaft connived at^ 
a negligence, that gave great fcandal to the Churchy 
and no doubt offended very many pious men. The 
people, took fo little care of the churches, and the 
parfons as little of the chancels, that, inflead of beau^ 
tifying or adorning them in any degree, they rarely 
provided againft the falling of many of their churches ; 
and fufFered them at leaft to be kept fo indecently 
and flovenly, that they would not have endured it in 
the ordinary offices of their own hpufes; the rain and 
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the wind to infeft them, and the Sacraments them* 
felvcs to be adminiftered where the people had moft 
mind to receive them. This profane liberty and 
uncleanlinefs the Archbifhop rcfolved to reform with 
all expedition, requiring the other Biihops to concur 
with him in fo pious a work ; and the work fure was 
very grateful to all men of devotion : yet, I know not 
how> the profecution of it with too much aifedlation 
of expence, it may be, or with too much paflion be- 
tween the miniilers and the pafifhioners, raifed an 
evil fpirit towards the- Church, which the enemies of it 
took much advantage of, as foon as they had an op- 
portunity to tiiake the worft ufe of it» 

The removing the commimion table out of the 
body of the church, where it had ufed to Hand, and 
to be applied to all ufes, and fixing it to one place in 
the upper end of the chancel> which frequently made 
the buying a new table to be neccflary ; the inclof- 
ing it with a rail of joiner's work, and thereby fencing 
it from the approach of dogs, and all fervile ufes; the 
obliging all perfons to come up to thofe rails to re- 
ceive the Sacrament, how acceptable foever to grave 
and intelligent perfons, who loved order and decency, 
(for acceptable it was to fuch), yet introduced firft 
murmurings amongft the people> upon the very 
charge and expence of it; and if the Minifter were 
not a man of difcretion and reputation to compofe and 
reconcile thofe indifpofitions^ (as top frequently he was 
not, and rather inflamed and increafed the diftemper), 
it begot fuits and appeals at law. The opinion that 
there was no neceliity of doing any thing, and the 
complaint that there was too much done, brought the 
power and jurifdiAion, that impofed the doing of it, 
to be Called in queflion, contradided, and oppofed. 

Then 
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Then the manner, and gefture, andpofture, in the ce- 
lebration of it, brought in new difputes, and admini- 
ftcrcd new fubjefts of offence, according to the cuf- 
torn of the place, and humour of the people ; and 
thofe difputes brought in new words and terms (Altar, 
Adoration, and Genuflexion, and other expreflions) for 
the more perfpicuous carrying on thofe difputations. 
New books were written for and againfl this new 
praAice, with the fame earneftnefs and contention for 
vidlory, as if the life of ChrifHanity had been at flake. 
Belides, there was not an equal concurrence, in the 
profccution of this matter, amongft the Bifhops them- 
(elvcs ; fome of them proceeding more remifsly in it, 
and fome not only neglefting to direct any thing to 
be done towards it, but reflraining thofe who had a 
mind to it, from meddling in it. And this s^in pro- 
duced as inconvenient difputes, when the fubordinato 
Clergy would take upon them, riot only without the 
diredlion of their diocefans, but exprefsly againft 
their injunctions, to make thofe alterations and re-* 
formations thcmfelves, and by their own authority. 

The Archbifhop, guided purely by his zeal, and re- 
verence for the place of God's fervicc, and by the Ca- 
nons and Injundlions of the Church, with the cuflom 
obferved in the King's Chapel, and in moft cathedral 
churches, without conlidering the long intermiflioa 
and difcontinuance in many other places, profecuted 
this affair more paffionately than was fit for the feafon ; 
and had prejudice againft thofe, who, out of fear or 
forefight, or not underflanding the thing, had not the 
^e warmth to promote it. The Bifhops who had been 
preferred by his favour, or hoped to be fo, were at 
Icaft as folicitous to bring it to pafs in their feveral 
diocefei ; and fome of them with more p^iffion and . 

L 3. Icfs 
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lefs circumfpcftion, than they had his example for, of 
than he approved ; profecuting thofe who oppofed 
them very fiercely, and fometimes unwarrantably, 
which was kept in remembrance. Whilft other Bi- 
fliops, not fo many in number, or fo valuable in weight, 
who had not been beholding to him, nor had hope of 
being fo, were enough contented to give perfiinAory 
orders for the doing it, and to fee the execution of 
thofe orders not minded ; and not the lefs pleafed to 
find, that the prejudice of that whole tranfadtion re- 
iieded folely upon the Archbilhop. 

The Bifhop of Lincoln (Williams) who had hereto- 
fore been Lord Keeper of the Great Seal of England, 
and generally unacceptable whilfi: he held that office, 
was, fince his difgrace at Court, and profecution from 
thence, become very popular ; and having feveral 
faults objeAed to him, the punifhment whereof threat- 
ened him every day, he was very willing to change 
the fcene, and to be brought upon the ftage for oppof- 
ing thefe innovations (as he called them) in religion. 
It was ah unlucky word, and cozened very many 
honeft men into apprehenfions very prejudicial to the 
King and to the Church, He publifhed a difcourfe 
and treatifc againft the matter and manner of the pro- 
fecution of that bufinefs ; a book fo full of good learn- 
ing, and that learning fo clofe and folidly applied, 
(though it abounded with too many light expreffions), 
that it gained him reputation enough to be able to do 
hurt ; and ihewed that, in his retirement, he had fpcnt 
his time with his books very profitably. He ufed all the 
wit and all the malice he could, to awaken the people 
to a jealoufy of thefe agitations and innovations in the 
exercife of religion ; not without infinuations that it 
aimed at greater alterations, for which he knew the 

peo- 
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people would quickly find a name ; and he was ambi- 
tious to have it belieyed that the Archbiihop was his 
greateft enemy, for his having conftantly oppofed his 
rifing to any government in the Church, as a man 
whofe hot and hafty fpirit he had long known. 

Though there were other books written with good 
learning, and which fufficiently anfwered the Bilhop's 
book, and to men of equal and difpalHonate inclina- 
tions fully vindicated the proceedings which had been, 
and were ftill, very fervently carried on ; yet it was 
done by men whofe names were not much reverenced, 
and who were taken notice of, with great infolence and 
afperity to undertake the defence of all things which 
the people generally were difpleafed with, and who 
did not 2fft6k to be much cared for by thofe of their 
own order. So that from this unhappy fubje<ft, not 
in itfelf of that important value to be either entered 
upon with that refolution, or to be carried on with 
that paflion, proceeded upon the matter a fchifm 
amongft the Bifhops themfelves, and a great deal of 
uncharitablenefs in the learned and moderate Clergy, 
towards one another : which, though it could not in- 
creafe the malice, added very much to the ability and 
power of the enemies of the Church to do it hurt, and 
alfo to the number of them. For without doubt, 
many who loved the eftablifhed government of the 
Church, and the exercife of religion as it was ufed, and 
defired not a change in either, nor did diflike the or- 
der and decency, which they faw mended, yet they 
liked not any novelties, and fo were liable to entertain 
jealoulies that more was intended than was hitherto 
propofed; cfpecially when thofe infufions proceeded 
from men unfufpeAed to have any inclinations to 
change, and known aifertors of the government both in 

!« '4 Churcli 
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Church and State. They did obfervc the inferior 
Clergy took more upon them than they were wont^ 
and did not live towards their neighbours of quality^ 
or their patrons themfelves, with that civility andcon- 
defcenlion they had ufed to do ; which difpofed them 
likewife to a withdrawing their good countenance and 
good neighbourhood from them. 

The Archbilhop had not been long in that poft, 

when there was another great alteration in the Court 

by the death of the Earl of Portland, High Treafurer 

of England ; a man fo jealous of the ArchbLQiop*s 

credit with the King, that he always endeavoured to 

leifen it by all the arts and ways he could ; which he 

was fo far from efFeAing, that, as it ufually falls out, 

when pallion and malice make accufation, by fuggeft- 

ing many particulars which the King knew to be un* 

true, or believed to be no faults, he rather confirmed 

his Majefly's judgment of him, and prejudiced his own 

v^n the reputation. His death caufed no grief in the Arch- 

PortUnd's b^^^P > who was upon it made one of the Commif- 

death, the fioners of the Trcafury and Revenue, which he had 

made one reafou to be forry for, becaufe it engaged him in civil 

Commif. bufinefs and matters of State, wherein he had little ex- 

ihJfxJi^u. pcrience, and which he had hitherto avoided. But 

'y- being obliged to it now by his truft, he entered upon 

it with his natural earneilnefs and warmth, making it 

his principal care to advance and improve the King's 

revenue by all the ways which were offered, and fo 

hearkened to all informations and propolitions of that 

kind ; and having not had experience of that tribe of 

people who deal in that traffic, (a confident, fenfclefs, 

and for the moft part a naughty people), he was fome- 

times mifled by them to think better of fome proje<5ts 

than they deferved : but then he was fb entirely de^ 

voted 
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voted to what would be beneficial to the King, that 
all propofitions and defigns, which were for the profit 
(only or principally) of particular perfons how great 
foever, were oppofed and croiled, and very often total- 
ly fupprefied and ftifled in their birth, by his power 
and authority ; which created him enenues enough in 
the Court, Ind numy of ability to do mifchief, who 
knew well how to recompenfe difcourtefies, which 
they always called injuries. 

The revenue of too many of the Court confifted 
principally in inclofures, and improvements of that 
nature, which he ftill oppofed pafiionately, except they 
were founded upon law ; and then, if it would bring 
profit to the King, how old and obfolete foever the 
law was, he thought he might juftly advife the pro- 
fecution. And fo he did a little too much counte- 
nance the commifiion concerning depopulation, which 
brought much charge and trouble upon the people^ 
and was likewife caft upon his account. 

He had obferved, and knew it muft be fo, that the 
principal officers of the revenue, who governed the 
a&irs of money, had always accefs to the King, and 
fpent more rime with him in private than any of hb 
fervants or counfellors, and had thereby frequent op- 
portunities to do good or ill offices to many men ; of 
which he had had experience, when the Earl of Port- 
land was Treafurer, and the I^ord Cotrington Chancel- 
lor of the £4Kchequers neither of them being his 
^tnis ; and the latter ftill enjoying his place, and hav- 
ing his fonner accefs, and fo continuing a jobt Com- 
miffioncr of the Treafury with him, and underftanding 
that province much better, ftill oppofed, and com- 
monly carried every thing ag^nil him : fo that he 
wa$ weary of the toil and vexation of that bufinefs; 

as 
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as all other men were, and ftiU are of the delays which 
are in all difpatches in that office^ whilll it is executed 
by commiffion. 
BiihopJux- The Treafurer's is the greateft office of benefit in 
SfSn^ the kingdom, and the chief in precedence next the 
rarer. Archbiftiop*s, and the Great Seal : fo that the eyes of 
all men were at gaze who ihould have this great ofEce ; 
and the greateft of the nobility, who were in the chief- 
eft employments, looked upon it as the prize of one 
of them ; fuch offices commonly making way for 
more removes and preferments : when on a fudden 
the ftaiF was put into the hands of the Bilhop of Lon- 
don, a man fo xmknown, that his name was fcarce heard 
of in the kingdom, who had been within two years be« 
fore but a private Chaplain to the King, and the Pre- 
lident of a poor college in Oxford; This inflamed 
more mfen than were angry before, and no doubt did 
not only fharpen the edge of envy and malice againft 
the Archbifhop, (who was the known architedt of this 
new fabric), but moft unjuftly indifpofed many towards 
the Church itfelf ; which they looked upon as the 
gulph ready to fwallow all the great offices, there be- 
ing others in view, of that robe, who were ambitious 
enough to expeft the reft. 

In the mean time the Archbifhop himfelf was infi- 
nitely pleafed with what was done, and unhappily be- 
lieved he had provided a ftronger fupport for the 
Church ; and never abated any thing of his fcverity 
and rigour towards men of all conditions, or in the 
jfharpnefs of his language and expreffions, which was 
fo natural to him, that he could not debate any thing 
without fome commotion, when the argument was not 
of moment, nor bear con tradition in debate, even in 
the Council, where all men are equally free, with that 

patience 
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patience and temper that was neceffary 5 of which 
they who wifhcd him not well took many advantages, 
and would therefore contradict him, that he might be 
tranfported with fome indecent paffion ; which, upon 
a fliort recollection, he was always forry for, and moft 
readily and heartily would make acknowledgment. No 
man fo willingly made unkind ufe of all thofe occa* 
fions, as the Lord Cottington, who being a mafter of 
temper, and of the moft profound diffimulation, knew 
too well how to lead him into a miftake, and then drive 
him into choler, and then expofe him upon the matter, 
and the manner, to the judgment of the company ; and 
he chofe to do this moft when the King was prefent 1 
and then he would dine with him the next day. 

The King, who was exceffively affected to hunting 
and the fports of the field, had a great defire to make 
a great park for red as well as fallow deer, between 
Richmond and Hampton-Court, where he had large 
waftes of his own, and great parcels of wood, which 
made it very fit for the ufe he defigned it to : but as 
fome parifhes had conunons in thofe waftes, fo many 
gendemen and farmers had good houfes and good 
famis intermingled with thofe wafles of their own in* 
heritance, or for their lives, or years i and without tak- ' 
ing of them into the park, it would not be of the large- 
nefs or for the ufe propofed. His Majefty defired to pur- 
chafe thofe lands, and was very willing to buy then! 
upon higher terms than the people could fell them at 
to any body elfe, if they had occalion to part with 
them ; and thought it no unreafonable thing, upon 
thofe terms, to expeft this from his fubjefts ; and fo 
he employed his own furveyor, and other of his officers, 
to treat with the owners, many whereof were his own 
tenants, whofe farms would at laft expire, 

Tho 
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The major part of the people were in a ihart time 
prevailed with, but many very obftinately lefufed; and 
a gentleman, who had the beft eftate, with a conve- 
nient houfe and gardens, would by no means part with 
it i and the King being as earneft to compafs it, it 
made a great noife, as if the King would take away 
men*s eftates at his own pleafure. The Biihop of Lon* 
don, who was Treafurer, and the Lord G)ttington» 
Chancellor of the Exchequer, were, from the firft en- 
tering upon it, very avcrfe from the deiign, not only 
for the murmur of the people, but becaufe the pur- 
chafe of the land, and the making a brick-wall about 
fo large a parcel of ground, (for it is near ten miles 
about), would cofl: a greater fum of money than they 
could eafily provide, or than they thought ought to 
be facrificed to fuch an occaiion : and the Lord Cot* 
tington (who was more folicited by the country peo- 
ple, and heard moft of their murmurs) took the bufi- 
nefs moft to heart, and endeavoured by all the ways 
he could, and by frequent importunities, to divert bis 
Majefty from purfuing it, and put all delays he could 
well do In the bargains which were to be made ; till 
the King grew very angry with him, and told him, 
" he was refolved to go through with it, and had al- 
^' ready caufed brick to be burned, and much of the 
^' wall to be built upon his own land :'* upon which 
Cottington thought fit to acquiefce. 

The building the wall before people confented to 
part with their land, or their common, looked to them 
as if by degrees they ihould be fliut out from both, 
and increafed the murmur and noife of the people who 
were not concerned, as well as of them who were : 
and it was too near London not to be the common 
difcourfe. The Archbifliop (who dcfired exceedingly 

that 
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that the King ihould be pofleffed as much of the hearts 
of the people as was pollible^ at leaft that they fhould 
have no juft caufe to complain) meeting with it^ re- 
folved to fpeak with the King of it ; which he did, 
and received fuch an anfwer from him^ that he thought 
his Miyefty rather not informed enoagh of the incon- 
veniences and mifchiefs of the thing, than positively 
refolved not to dellft from it. Whereupon one day 
he took the Lord Cottington afide, (being informed 
that he diiliked it, and, according to his natural cuf- 
torn, fpake with great warmth againft it), and told 
him, " he ihould do very well to give the King good 
*' counfel, and to mthdraw him from a refolution, in 
^ which his honour and juilice was fo much called in 
'^ queftion.'* Cottington anfwered him very gravely, 
"that the thing defigned was very lawful, and he 
" thought the King refolved very well, fince the place 
•* lay fo conveniently for his winter exercife, and that 
" he ihould by it not be compelled to make fo long 
** journeys as he ufed to do, in that feafon of the year> 
" for his fport, and that nobody ought to diiluade 
" him from it." 

The Atchbiihop, inftead of finding a concurrence 
from him, as he expected, feeing himfelf reproached 
upon the matter for his opinion, grew into much paf- 
fion, telling him, " fuch men as he would ruin the 
^^ King, and make him lofe the afFedlioils of his fub* 
** jcfts ; that for his own part, as he had begun, fo he 
'^ would go on to diiluade the King from proceeding 
'^ in fo ill a counfel> and that he hoped it would appear 
" who had been his counfellor." Cottington, glad to 
fee him fo foon hot, and refolved to inflame him more, 
▼cry calmly replied to him, *^ that he thought a man 
^' could not, with a good confcience, hinder the King 

" from 
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" from purfuing his fefoludons^ and that it could no" 
** but proceed from want of affedlion to his pcrfbn. 
" and he was not fure that it might not be high trea- 
*' fon." The other, upon the wildnefs of his difcourfcj 
in great anger aiked him, ^* Why ? from whence h< 
^* had received that doArine ?" He faid, with the fame 
temper, " They, who did not wifh the King's healthy 
*^ could not love him ; and they, who went about tc 
** hinder his taking recreation, which preferved hia 
*' health, might be thought, for ought he knew, guilty 
" of the higheft crimes." Upon which the Archbi- 
fliop in great rage, and with many reproaches, left him, 
and either prefently, or upon the next opportunity, 
told the King, " that he now knew who was his great 
^' counfellor for making his park, and that he did not 
** wonder that men durft not reprefent any arguments 
*^ to the contrary, or let his Majefty know how much 
^* he fuflFered in it, when fuch principles in divinity 
<^ and law were laid down to terrify them ;" and fo 
recounted to him the conference he had with the Lord 
Cottington, bitterly inveighing againft him and his 
dodtrine, mentioning him with all the fharp reproaches 
imaginable, and befeeching his Majefty ^^ that his 
<* counfel might not prevail with him," taking fome 
pains to make his concluiions appear very fiUfe and 
ridiculous. 

The King faid no more, but, ^' My lord, you arc 
^* deceived ; Cottington is too hard for you : upon 
" my word, he hath not only diifuaded me more, and 
** given more reafons againft this bufinefs, than all the 
" men in England have done, but hath really- ob- 
** ftru<5led the work by not doing his duty, as I com- 
*' manded him, for which I have been very much dif- 
" pleafcd with him : you fee how unjuftly your paf- 

'' fion 
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^^ fion hath tranfported you." By which reprehenfion 
he found how much he had been abufed, and refented 
it accordingly. 

Whatfoever was the caufe of it, this excellent man^ 
who flood not upon the advantage ground before^ 
from the time of his promotion to the Archbilhopric, 
or rather from that of his being Commiilioner of the 
Treafury, exceedingly provoked, or underwent the en- 
vy, and reproach, and malice of men of all qualities and 
conditions ; who s^eed in nothing elfe : all which^ 
though well enough known to him, were not enough 
conlidered by him, who believed, as moft men did, 
the government to be fo firmly fettled, that it could 
neither be ihaken from within nor without, and that 
lefs than a general confiiiion of Law and Gofpel could 
not hurt him ; which was true too : but he did not 
forefee how eafily that confufion might be brought to 
pafe, as it proved Ihortly to be. And with this gene- 
ral obfervation of the outward vifible profperity, and 
the inward referved difpofition of the people to mur« 
mur and unquietnefs, we conclude this firft book* 
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PSAL. lii. 2, 4. 

Tfy tongue dev'tfetb mijcbiefsf like, ajbarp razor, working deceit- 

fally. 
Tbou loveji all devouring words y tbou deceitful tongue, 

PsAL. Iv. ai. 

Tbe words of bis mouib werefmootber tban butter, but war was 
in bis beart: bis words were /offer tban oil , yet were tbey 
drawn/words. 

IT was towards the end of the year 1633, when the Affairs in 
King returned from Scotland, having left it to the after *hc 
care of fome of the Bifhops there to provide fuch aJ^iuS 
Liturgy, and fuch a book of Canons, as might beft fuitl^^^^^^'j^'*^ 
the nature and humour of the better fort of "that peo-^y ^^ '^5 
pie ; to which the reft would eafily fubmit : and that, a Liturgy 
as faft as they made them ready, they Ihould tranfmit^ns.*' 
them to the Archbifhop of Canterbury, to whofe af- 
iiftance the King joined the Bifhop of London, and 
Dodtor Wren, who, by that time, was become Biihbp 
of Norwich -, a man of a fevere, four nature, but very 
VOL. 1. M learned. 
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learned, and particularly vcrfed in the old Liturgies o£ 
the Greek and Latin Churches. And after his Ma- 
jefty Ihould be this way certified of what was fo fent, 
he would recommend and enjoin the praftice and ufe 
of both to that his native kingdom. The Biihops 
there had fomewhat to do, before they went about the 
preparing the Canons and the Liturgy ; what had 
pafled at the King's being there in Parliament had left 
bitter inclinations and unruly fpirits in many of the 
moft popular Nobility j who watched only for an op- 
portunity to inflame the people, and were well enough 
contented to fee combufl:ible matter every day ga- 
thered together to contribute to that fire. 

The promoting fo many Biftiops to be of the Privy- 
Council, and to fit in the courts of juftice, feemcd at 
firft wonderfully to facilitate all that was in defign^ 
and to create an affed^ion and reverence towards the 
Church, at leaft an application to and dependence 
upon the grcateft Churchmen. So that there feemed 
to b^ not only a good preparation made with the peo- 
ple, but a general e^pedlation, and even a defire that 
they might have a Liturgy,, and more decency obfervcd 
in the Church. And this temper was believed to be 
the mpr^ univerfal, beeaufe neither from any of the 
Nobility, nor of the Clergy, who were thought moft 
averfe from it, theie appeared any fign of contradic- 
tion, nor that licence of language againft it, as was na- 
tural to that nation ; but an entire acquiefcence in all 
the Biihops thought fit to do ; which was interpreted 
to proceed from a convcrfion in their judgment^ at 
leaft to a fubmifiion to authority : whereas in truth, it 
appeared afterwards to be from the obfervation they 
made of the temper and indifcretion of thofc Biihops 
in the greateft authority, that they were like to hav^ 

more 
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more advantages adminiftered to them by their ill 
managerj, than they could raifc by any contrivance 
of their own. 

It was now two years, or very near fo much, before Touching 
the Bifhops in Scotland had prepared any thing to of-c4oo«."' 
fer to the King towards their intended reformation ; 
and then they inverted the proper method, and firft 
prefented a body of Canons to precede the Liturgy, 
which was not yet ready, they choofing to finiili the 
(horter work firft. The King referred the confidera- 
tion of the Canons, as he had before refolved to do, 
to the Archbifhop, and the other two Biihops formerly 
named, the Bifhop of London, and the Biihop of Nor-> 
wich ; who, after their perufal of them, and fome al- 
terations made with the confent of thofe Biihops who 
brought them from Scotland, returned them to the 
King ; and his Majefty, impatient to fee the good 
work entered upon without any other ceremony, (af- 
ter having given his royal approbation), iffued out 
his proclamation for the due obfervation of them with-r. 
in his kingdom of Scotland* 

It was a fatal inadvertency that thefe Canons, nei^ 
ther before, nor after they were fent to the King, had 
been ever fcen by the Aflcmbly, or any convocation of 
the Qcigy, which was fo ftridkly obliged to the obfer- 
vation of them ; nor fo much as communicated to the 
Lords of the Council of that kingdom ; it being almoft 
impoffiUe that any new difcipline could be introduced 
into the Church, which would not much concern the 
government of the State, and even trench upon or 
refer to the municipal laws of the kingdom. And, in. 
this confideration, the Archbiihop of Canterbury had 
always declared to the Biihops of Scotland, ^^ that it 
** was their part to be fiure, that nothing they ihould 

M 2 " pro- 
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'^ propofe to the King in the bufinefs of the Churchy 
*^ fliould be contrary to the laws of the land, which he 
" could not be thought to underftand ; and that they 
** ihould never put any diing in execution, without the 
*' confent and approbation of the Privy-Council.'* 
But it was the unhappy craft of thofe Bilhops to get 
it believed by the King, that the work would be grate- 
ful to the moft confiderable of the Nobility, the Clergy, 
and the People, (which they could hardly believe), in 
order to the obtaining his Mjyefty's approbation and 
authority for the execution of that, which they did 
really believe would not find oppofition from the No- 
bility, Clergy, or People, againft his Majefty*s exprefa 
powerand will, which without doubt was then in great 
veneration in that kingdom ; and fo they did not in truth 
dare to fubmit thofe Canons to any other examination, 
than what the King ihould dire A in England. 

It was, in the next place, as ftrange, that Canons 
ihould be publiihed before the Liturgy was prepared, 
(which was not ready in a year after, or thereabouts), 
when three or four of the Canojis were principally for 
the obfervation of, and punctual compliance with^ 
the Liturgy ; which all the Clergy were to be fworn 
to fubmit to, and to pay all obedience to what was 
enjoined by it, before they knew what it contained. 
Whereas, if the Liturgy had been firil publiihed with 
all due circumilances, it is poilible that it might have 
found a better reception^ and the Canons have beea 
lefs examined. 

The Scottiih nation, how capable foever it was of 
being led by fome great men, and mifled by the 
Clergy, would have been corrupted by neither into a 
bare&ced rebellion againil their King, whofe per- 
ibn they loved, and reverenced his government ; nor 

could 
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€ovild they have been wrought upon towards the lef- 
fening the one, or the other, by any other fuggeftions 
or infuiions, than fuch as ihould make them jealous 
or apprehcnfire of a defign to introduce popery ; a 
]^eat part of their religion confifting in an entire 
deteftation of popery, in believing the Pope to be 
Antichrift, and hating perfedly the perfons of all 
papifts. 

The Canons now publifhed, befides (as hath been 
touched before) that they had paffed no approbation 
of the Clergy, or been communicated to the Council, 
appeared to be fo many new laws impofed upon the 
whole kingdom by the King's fole authority, and 
contrived by a few private men, of whom they had 
no good opinion, and who were ftrangers to the na- 
tion ; fo that it was thought no other than a fubjec- 
tion to England, by receiving laws from thence, of 
which they were moft jealous, and which they moft 
paffionately abhorred. Then they were fo far from 
being confined to the Church, and the matters of re- 
ligion, that they believed there was no part of their 
civil government uninvaded by them, and no per- 
fons of what quality foever unconcerned, and, as they 
thought, unhurt in them. And there were fome 
things in fome particular Canons, how rational foever 
in thcmfelves, and how diftant foever in the words 
and expreilions from inclining to popery, which yet 
gave too much advantage to thofe who maliciouily 
watched the occaiion to perfuade weak men, that it 
was an approach and introdudlion to that religion^ 
the very imagination whereof intoxicated all men, 
and deprived them of all faculties to examine and 
judge. 

Some of the faid Canons defined and determined 

M 3 fuch 
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fuch ah unlimited " power and prerogative to be in 
** the King, according to the pattern" (in exprefs 
terms) " of the Kings of Ifrael, and fuch a full fu- 
*' premacy in all cafes ecclefiaftical, as hath never 
*' been pretended to by their former Kings, or fub- 
*' mitted to by the Clergy and Laity of that nation ;" 
which made impreflion upon men of all tempers, hu* 
mours» and inclinations. ** And that no eccleliaftical 
^* perfon fhould become furety, or bound for any 
*^ man ; that national or general affemblies fhould be 
^* called only by the King's authority ; that all Bi^ 
^* fhops, and other ecclefiaftical perfons, who die 
♦^ without children, Ihould be obliged to give a good 
*' part of their eftates to the Church, and, though 
^^ they fliould have childrexi, yet to leave fomewhat to 
^* the Church, and for advancement of learning;" which 
feemed rather to be matter of State, and policy, than 
of religion ; thwarted their laws and cuftoms, which 
had been obferved by them ; lefTened, if not took 
away the credit of Churchmen ; and prohibited them 
from that liberty of commerce in civil affairs, which 
the laws permitted to them ; and reflected upon the 
interefts of thofe who had, or might have, a right to 
inherit from Clergymen, «* That none Ihould re- 
*^ ceive tb« Sacrament but upon their knees j that 
** the Clergy fhould have no private meetings for ex* 
** pounding Scripture, or for confulting upon matters 
^' ecclefiaftical ; that no man fhould cover his head 
*^ in the time of divine fervice ; and that no Clergy- 
** man fhould conceive prayers ex tempore, but be 
** bound to pray only by the form prefcribed in the 
•• Liturgy," (which, by the way, was not feen nor 
framed), '^ and that no man fhould teach a public 
*^ fchool, or in a private houfe, without a licence iirft 

^' obtained 
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^ obtained from the Archbifliop of the province, or 
** the Bilhop of the diocefe/' 

All thefe were new, and things with which they 

had not been acquainted ; and though they might be 

fit to be commended to a regular and orderly people^ 

pioufly difpofed, yet it was too ftrong meat for infants 

in difcipline, and too much nourilhment to be admi* 

niftercd at once to weak and queafy ftomachs, and 

too much inclined to naufeate what was moft whole- 

fome. But then, to apply the old terms of the 

Church, to mention *^ the quatuor temporal and rc- 

** ftrain all ordinations to thofe four feafons of the 

^* year ; to enjoin a font to be prepared in every 

*' church for baptifm, and a decent table for the 

*^ communion ; and to direft and appoint the places 

^' where both font and table ihould ftand, and decent 

^* ornaments for either ; to reftrain any excommuni-' 

^ cation ftom being pronounced, or abfolution fr6m 

^ being given, without the approbation of the Biihop; 

^ to mention any practice of confeffion," (which they 

looked upon as the ftrongeft and moft infeparable 

Kmb of Antichrift), and to enjoin, ^^ that no Prelbyter 

^* fliould reveal aiiy thing he fhould receive in con- 

" feffion, except in fuch cafes, where, by the law of 

^' the land, his own life Ihould be forfeited ;'* were 

all fuch matters of innovation, and in their nature fef 

fufpicious, that they thought they had reafon to be 

jealous of the worft that could follow ; and the laft 

Canon of all provided, «* that no perfon Ihould be re- 

^* ceived into holy orders, or fufFered to preach or 

** adminifter the Sacraments, without firft fubfcribing 

•* to thofe Canons." 

It was now eafy for them who had thofe inclina- 
tions, to fuggeft to men of all conditions, that here 

M 4 was 
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was an entire new model of government in Church and 
State ; the King might do what he would upon them 
all, and the Church was nothing but what the Biihops 
would have it be : which they every day infufed into 
the minds of the people, with all the artifices which 
adminifter jealoufies of all kinds to thofe who are lia* 
ble to be difquieted with them : yet they would not 
fufFer (which lliewed wonderful power and wonderful 
dexterity) any diforder to break out upon all this oc- 
cafion, but all was quiet, except fpreading of libels 
againil the Bifhops, and propagating that fpirit as 
much as they could, by their correfpbndence in Eng- 
land J where they found too many every day tranf- 
ported by the fame infufions, in expediation that 
thefe feeds of jealoufy from the Canons would grow 
apace, and produce fuch a reception for the Liturgy 
as they wifhed for. 
Touching It was about the month of July, in the year 1637, 
jjturgr'^^^^^ the Liturgy (after it had been fent out of Scot- 
land, and perufed by the three Bifhops in England, 
and then approved and confirmed by the King) was 
published, and appointed to be read in all the 
Churches* And in this particular there was the fame 
afFeiSled and premeditated omiiiion, as had been in 
the preparation and publication of the Canons -, the 
Clergy not at all confulted in it, and, which was more 
ilrange, not all the Biihops acquainted with it; which 
was lefs cenfured afterwards, when fome of them re^ 
nounced their ftmdlion, and became ordinary Prefby- 
^ ters, as foon as they faw the current of the time. The 
Privy-Council had no other notice of it, than all the 
kingdom had, the Sunday before, when it was de- 
clared, " that the next Siuiday the Liturgy Ihould be 
•^ read i" by which they were the lefs concerned to 

fore- 
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forefee or preveht any obfcradlions which might, 
happen. 

The proclamation had appointed it to be read tfao 
Eafter before ; but the Earl of Traquaire, high Trea- 
furcr of Scotland, (who was the only counfellor or 
layman relied upon by the Archbilhop of Canter- 
bury in that bufinefe), perfuaded the King to defer it 
till July, that fome good preparation might be mado 
for the more cheerful reception of it. And as this 
paufe gave the difcontented party more heart, and 
more time for their feditious negociations, fo the ill 
confequences of it, or the anions which were fubfe- 
quent to it, made him fufped):ed to be privy to all 
the confpiracy, and to be an eiiemy to the Church ; 
though, in truth, there neither appeared then, nor in 
all the very unfortimate part of his life afterwards, 
any juft ground for that acculation and fufpicion : 
but as he was exceedingly obliged to the Archbilhop, 
fo he was a man of great parts, and well afFed):ed to 
the work in hand in his own judgment ; and if he 
had been as much depended upon, to have advifed the 
Biihops in the profecution and for the condudt of it, 
^ he was to affift them in the carrying on whatfoever 
they propofed, it is very probable, that either fo 
much would not have been undertaken together, or 
that it would have fucceeded better ; for he was with- 
out doubt not inferior to any of that nation in wif-- 
dom and dexterity. And though he was often pro- 
voked, by the infolence of fome of the Bifhops, to a 
diflike of their overmuch fervour, and too little dif- 
crction, his integrity to the King was without ble- 
mifli, and his affeAion to the Church fo notorious, 
^t he never defiprted it, till both it and he were 

overt- 
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ovcr^run, and trod iin<!wr foot; and they wh6 were tho 
moft notorious perfecutors of it never left perfecut-* 
ing him to the death* 

Nor was any thing done which he had propofed, 
for the better adjufting things in the time of that fuf- 
penfion, but every thing left in the fame ftate of un- 
concernedncfs as it was before ; not fo much as the 
Councirs being better informed of it 5 ad if they had 
been fure that all men would have fubmitted to it for 
confcience fake* 
The man. , On the Sunday morning appointed for the work, 
SSt umr- the Chancellor of Scotland and others of the Council 
S^d'aT" being prefent in the cathedral church, the Dean be- 
Edinburgh.gyjj ^^ j.ga^j i-hg Liturgy, which he had no fooncr 
entered upon, but a noife and clamour was raifed 
throughout the church, that no words could be heard 
diftinftly, and then a Ihower of ftones, and fticks, 
and cudgels were thrown at the Dean*i head. The 
Bifhop went up into the pulpit, and from thence put 
them in mind of the facrednefs of the place^ of their 
duty to God and the King : but he found no more 
reverence, nor was the clamour and diforder lefs than 
before. The Chancellor, from his feat, commanded 
the Proroft and magiftrates of the city to defcend 
from the gallery in which they fate, and by their au- 
thority to fupprefs the riot ; which at laft with great 
difficulty they did, by driving the rudeft o( thofe 
who made the difhirbance out of the church, and 
(hutting the doors^ which gave the Dean an opportu- 
nity to proceed in the reading of the Liturgy, that 
was not at all attended or hearkened to by thofe who 
remained within the church ; and if it had, they who 
were turned out continued their barbarous noife, 

broke 
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broke the windows^ and endeavoured to break down 
the doors ; fo that it was not poflible for any to foV 
low their devotions. 

When all was done that at that time could be done 
there^ and the Council and magifirates went out of 
the church to their houfes^ the rabble followed the 
Bifhops with all the opprobrious language they could 
invent, of bringing in fuperftition and popery into 
the kingdom, and making the people ilaves ; an4 
were not content to ufe their tongues, but employed 
their hands too in throwing dirt and ftones at them; 
and treated the Bifhop of Edinburgh, whom they 
looked upon as moft aAive that way, fo rudely, that 
with difficulty he got into a houfe, after they had 
torn his habit, and was from thence removed to his 
own, with great hazard of his life. As this was the 
reception it had in the cathedral, fo it fared not 
better in the other churches of the city, but was en- 
tertained with the fame hollowing and outcries, and 
threatening the men, whofe office it was to read it, 
with the fame bitter execrations againft Bifhops and 
popery. 

Hitherto no perfon of condition or name appeared, 
or feemed to countenance this feditious confufion ; 
it was the rabble, of which nobody was named, and, 
^hich is more ftrange, not one apprehended : and it 
feems the Bifhops thought it not of moment enough 
to defire or require any help or proteftion from the 
Council; but without conferring with them, or ap- 
plying thwnfelves to them, they difpatched away an 
exprefs to the King, with a full and particular int 
formation of all that had paiTed, and a defire that he 
would take that courfe he thought beft for the carry- 
ing on his fervice. 

Until 
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Until this advertifcment arrived from Scotland, 
. there were very few in England who had heard of any 
diforders there, or of any thing done there, which might 
produce any. The King htmfelf had been always fo 
jealous of the privileges of that his native kingdom^ 
(as hath been touched before), and that it might not be 
diflionoured by a fufpicion of having any dependence 
upon England, that he never fuffered any thing relat- 
ing to that to be debated, or fo much as communi- 
cated to his Privy-Council in this, (though many of 
that nation were, without diilin6lion, counfellors of 
England), but handled all thofe affairs himfelf with two 
pr three Scotfmen, who always attended in the Court 
for the bufinefs of that kingdom, which wtw upon the 
matter ftill difpatched by the fole advice and dircdtioA 
of the Marquis of Hamilton. 

And the truth is, there was fo little curiofity either 
in the Court, or the country, to know any thing of 
Scotland, or what was 4one there, that when the whole 
nation was folicitous to kQO\y what pafied weekly in 
Qermany and Poland, and all other parts of Europe, 
no man ever enquired what was doing in Scotland, 
nor had that kingdom a place or mention in one page 
of any gazette ; and even after the advertifement of 
this preamble to rebellion, no mention was made of 
\t at the Council-Board, but fuch a difpatch made into 
Scotland upon it, as expreiled the Kiqg'$ diflike and 
(lifpleafure, and obliged the X^rds of the Council there 
to appear more vigoroully in the vindication of his au« 
thority, and fupprellion of thofe tumults. But all wa9 
too little. That people, after they had once begun, 
purfued the bufinefs vigoFoufly, and with all imagin* 
able contempt of the gov^rnnient 5 and though in the 
hubbub of the firft day there appeared nobody of 

name 
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name or reckoning, but the adlors were really of the 
dregs of the people ; yet they difcovered by the coun- 
tenance of that day, that few men of rank were for- 
ward to engage themfelves in the quarrel on the be- 
half of the Bifhops ; whereupon more confiderable 
perfons every day appeared againft them, and (as here- 
tofore in the Cafe of St. PaUl^ ji6ls xiii; 50. the Jews 
filrred up the devout and honourable women) the women 
and ladies of the beft quality declared themfelves of 
the party, an8, with all the reproaches imaginable, made 
war upon the Biihops, as introducers of popery and 
fuperftition, againft which they avowed themfelves to 
be irreconcileable enemies : and their hufbands did not 
long defer the owning the fame fpirit ; infomuch as 
withm few days the Bifhops durft not appear iti the 
ftreets, nor in any courts or houfes, but were in dan- 
ger of their lives ; and fuch of the Lords as durft be 
in their company, or feemed to defire to refcue them 
bom violence, had their coaches torn in pieces, and 
their perfons affaidted, infomuch as they were glad to 
fend for fome of thofe great men, who did indeed go- 
vern the rabble, though they appeared not in it, who 
readily came and redeemed them out of their hands : 
fo that by the time new orders came from England, 
there was fcarce a Bifhop left in Edinburgh, and not 
a Minifter who durft read the Liturgy in any church. 
All the kingdom flocked to Edinburgh, as in a ge- 
neral caufe that concerned their falvation, and refolved 
themfelves into a method of government, erefted fe- 
veral tables, in which deputies fate for the Nobility, 
the Gendemen, the Clergy, and the Burgeffes ; out of 
cither of which tables a council was elected to conduft 
their affairs, and a petition drawn up in the names of 
the Nobility, Lairds, Clergy, and Burgeffes, to the 

King, 
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King, complaining of the introduftion of popery, and 
many other grievances. And if the Lords of the Coun- 
cil iilued out any order againft them, or if the King 
himfelf fent a proclamation for their repair to their 
houfes, and for the prefervation of the peace, prefent- 
ly fome nobleman deputed by the tables publiihed a 
proteilation againft thofe orders and proclamations^ 
with the fame confidence, and with as much formalit}^ 
9s if the government were regularly in their hands. 
The Soot. They called a general affembly, whithir they fum- 
moned the Bifhops to appear before them, and for not 
appearing, excommunicated them; ,and then thejr 
united themfelves by fubfcribing a covenant, which 
they pretended, with their ufual confidence, to be no 
other than had been fubfcribed in the reign of King 
James, and that his Majefty himfelf had fubfcribed it ; 
by which impofition people of all degrees, fuppofing 
it might be a means to extinguiih the prefent fire, with 
all alacrity engaged themfelves in it ; whereas in truths 
they had inferted a claufe never heard of, and quite 
contrary to the end of that covenant, whereby they 
obliged themfelves to purfue the extirpation of fii^ 
ihops, and had the confidence to demand the fame in 
exprefs terms of the King, in anfwer to a very graci- 
ous mefiage the King had fent to them. They pub- 
liihed bitter invedliv^es againft the Biihops and the 
whole government of the Church, which they were not 
contented to fend only into England to kindle the 
lame fire there, but, with their letters, fent them to all 
the reformed Churches, by which they raifed fo great 
a prejudice to the King, that too many of them believed, 
that the King had a real defign to change religion, 
and introduce popery. 
It is very true, there were very many of the nobili- 
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ty, and perfon$ of principal quality of that nation, and 
in Edinburgh at that time, who did not appear yet, 
and concur in this feditious behaviour, or own their 
being yet of their party ; but on the contrary feemed 
very much to diflike their proceedings : but it is as 
true, that very few had the courage to do any thing in 
oppofition to them, or to concur in the profecution of 
any regal aA againft them ; which did in fome refpe As 
more advance their deligns, than if they had manifeft^ 
ly joined with them. For thefe men, many of whom 
were of the Council, by all their letters into England, 
exceedifi^ly undervalued the diforder, as being " very 
" eafy to be fupprelTed in a fhort time, when the peo- 
^' pie's eyes (hould be opened ; and that the removing 
^' the courts to fome other place, and a gracious con- 
" dcfceniion in the King in offering pardon for what 
" was paft, would fuddenly fubdue them, and every 
'* body would return to his duty :** and the city of 
Edinburgh itfelf writ an humble letter to the Arch- 
biihop of Canterbury, excuiing the diforders which 
bad been raifed by the ignpraace and rudelieis of the 
meaneft of the peoj^e, and bc&eching hun ^* to inter-* 
'^ cede with his Majefty for the fufpenficm of his pre* 
" judice to them, till they fliould manifeft their duty 
'^ to him, by inflid^iog exemplary pumihrnent upon 
^^ the chief offenders, wd caufiag the Liturgy to be 
" received and fubmitted to in all their churches ;'* 
which they profefled they would in a fhort time bring 
to pals. So that by this mean, and the interpofition 
of all thofe of that nation who attraded upon his Ma-* 
J^fty in his bedchamber, and in feveral offices at 
Court, who all undertook to know by their intelli- 
gences that all was quiet^ or would fpeedily be fo4^ his 
Majefty (who well knew that they who apf>eared moft 
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a<ftive in this confederacy were much inferior to thof 
who did not appear, and who profeffed great zeal £0 
his fervice) hardly prevailed with hiiiifelf to believt 
that he could receive any difturbance from thence 
till he found all his condefceniions had raifed their in 
folence^ all his offers reje<5l:edj and his proclamation o 
pardon flighted and contemned; and that they were lift 
ing men towards the raifing an army, under the obli- 
gation of their covenant, and had already chofen Co- 
lonel Lefly, a foldier of that nation of long experience 
and eminent command under the King of Sweden in 
Germany, to be their General ; who being lately dif- 
obliged (as they called it) by the King, that is, denied 
fomewhat he had a mind to have, had accepted of the 
- command. Then at laft the King thoBght it time to 
refort to other counfels, and to provide force to chaf^ 
life them, who had fo much defpifed all his gentler 
remedies. 

He could now no longer defer the acquainting the 
Council-Board, and the whole kingdom of England, 
with the indignities he had fuftained in Scotland ; 
which he did by proclamations and declarations at 
large, fetting out the whole proceedings which had 
been ; and in the end of the year 1638 declared his 
refolution to raife an army to fupprefs their rebellion, 
for which he gave prefent order. 

And this was the firfk alarm England received to* 
wards any trouble, after it had enjoyed for fo many 
years the moft uninterrupted profperity, in a full and 
plentiful peace, that any nation could be blefTed with : 
and as there was no apprehenfion of trouble from 
within, fo it was fecured from without by a ftronger 
fleet at fea than the nation had ever been acquainted 
with, which drew reverence from all the neighbour 
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princes. The revenue had been fo well improved, 
and fo warily managed, that there was money in the 
Exchequer proportionable for the undertaking any 
noble enterprize : nor did this firft noife of war and 
approach towards a<5lion feem to make any impreffion 
upon the minds of men, the Scots being in no degree 
either loved or feared by the people ; and mofk men 
hoped, that this would free the Court from being 
henceforth troubled with thofe men; and fo they 
feemed to embrace the occaiion with notable alacrity : 
and there is no doubt, but if all of that nation who 
were united in the rebellion (forae of which frayed yet 
in the Court) had marched in their army, and public- 
ly owned the Covenant, which in their hearts they 
adored, neither the King, nor the kingdom, could 
have fufrained any great damage by them ; but the 
monument of their prefumption and their fhame would 
have been raifed together, and no other memory pre- 
ferved of their rebellion but in their memorable over- 
throw. 

God Almighty would not fufFer this difcerning fpi- 
rit of wifdom to govern at this time : the King thought 
it unjuft to condemn a nation for the tranfgreffion of 
a part of it, and ftill hoped to redeem it from the in- 
famy of a general defeftion, by the exemplary fidelity 
of a fuperior party, and therefore withdrew not his 
confidence from any of thofe who attended his perfon, 
who, in truth, lay leiger for the Covenant, and kept up 
the fpirits of their countrymen by their intelligence. 

The King haftened the railing an army, which was The Ring 
not long in doing. He chofe to make the Earl of my^^^nft 
Arundel his General, a man who was thought to be*^^^*^^*** 
made choice of for his negative qualities : he did not 
love the Scots ; he did not love the Puritans ; which 
VOL. I. N qualifi- 
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wrought no otherwife upon the Earl, ttan to haften 
his marches, infomuch that he came to Berwicic foon^ 
cr than he propofed to have done, entered the place 
without the leaft oppofition, and by all the enquiry he 
could make by fending out parties, and other adver- 
tifemetits, he could not difcover that any of the ene- 
mies forces had been drawn that way, nor indeed that 
they had any confiderable forces together nearer than 
Edinburgh. 

The Earl being thus poflefled of his poft, loft no 
time in advertiiing the King of it, and fent him a 
very particular account of the informations he had re- 
ceived from fo many ear and eye witneffes, who were 
all at that time in the Court, and very fit to be fuf- 
pefted after the publiftiing of fo many falfehoods ; 
and thefe very men had been conftant in the fame re- 
ports, and as confident in reporting the defeat of the 
Earl of Efiex, and cutting off his party, as they had 
been to himfelf of the Scots march, and their being 
mafters of Berwick. The joy was not concealed with 
which his Majefty received the news of the Earl's 
being in Berwick, the contrary whereof thofe men 
made him apprehend with much perplexity ; but they 
underwent no other reproach for their intelligence, 
than that their fears had multiplied their fight, and 
that they had T3een frighted with other men*s rela-- 
tions ; which remiffnefs, to call it no worfe, was an 
ill omen of the difcipline that was like to be ob- 
ferved. 

If the war had been now vigoroufly purfued> it had 
been as foon ended as begun ; for at this time they 
had not drawn three thoufand men together in the 
whole kingdom of Scotland, nor had in truth arms 
complete for fuch a number^ though they had the 
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pofleiHon of all the King^s forts and magazines there, 
nor had they ammunition to fupply their few fire^ 
arms ; horfes they had, and officers they had, which 
made all their ihew. But it was the fatal misfortune 
of the King, which proceeded from the excellency of 
his nature, and his tendernefs of blood, that he de- 
ferred fo long his refolution of uling his arms ; anc} 
after he had taken that resolution, that it was not pro- 
fecuted with more vigour. 

He more intended the pomp of his preparations 
than the ftr^ngth of them, and did ilill believe, that 
the one. would fave the labour of the other. At the 
fame time that he refolved to raife an army, he caufed 
enquiry to be made, what obligations lay upon his 
fubjeifts to ailift him, both as he went himfelf in per* 
fon, and as it was an expedition againil the Scots ; 
which, ill the ancient enmity between the two nations^ 
had been provided for by fome laws ; and in the te* 
nure which many men held their eftates by, he found 
that the Kings had ufually, when they went to make 
war in their own perfons, called as many of the Nobi- 
Iky to attend upon them, as they thought fit. 

Thereupon he fununoned moil of the Nobility of The Ring 
the kingdom, without any confideration of their af-thrEngU(h 
feaions how they flood difpofed to that fervice, to^^^ji^'^'*' 
attend upon him by a day appointed, and throughout *^*"^ 
that expedition ; prefuming, that the gloiy of fuch 
a vifible appearance of the whole, Nobility would 
look like fuch an union in the quarrel, as would at 
once terrify and reduce the Scots; not confidering, 
that fuch kinds of uniting do often produce the 
greateft confiifions, when more and greater men are 
called together than can be imited in affedions and 
interefts -, and in the neceffary differences whic arife 

K 3 from 



i8a , THE HISTORY Book IT. 

from thence, they quickly come to know each other 
fo well, as they rather break into feveral dinfions, 
than join in any one public intereft ; and from hence 
have always rifen the moft dangerous fadions, which 
have threatened and ruined the peace of nations • 
and it fell out no better here. If there had been 
none in the march but foldiers, it is moft probable 
that a noble peace would have quickly enfued, even 
without fighting : but the progrefs was more illuf- 
trious than the march, and the foldiers were the leaft 
part of the army, and leaft confulted with. 

In this pomp the King continued his journey to 
York, where he had a full court, thofe Noblemen of 
the northern parts, and many others who overtook 
not the King till then, joining all in that city ; where 
his Majefty found it neceflary to ftay fome days; 
and there the fruit, that was to be gathered from fuch 
a conflux, quickly budded out. Some rules were to 
be fet down for the government of the army ; the 
Court was too numerous to be wholly left to its own 
licence ; and the multitude of the Scots in it admi- 
niftered matter of offence and jealoufy to people of 
all conditions, who had too much caufe to fear that 
the King was every day betrayed ; the common dif- 
courfe by all the Scots being either to magnify the 
good intentions of their countrymen, and that they 
had all duty for the King, or to undervalue the 
power and intereft of thofe who difcovered themfclvcs 
againft the Church. 

It was therefore thought fit by the whole body of 
the Council, that a ihort proteftation fhould be 
drawn, in which all men Ihould " profefs their loy- 
*'alty and obedience to his Majefty, and difclaim 
5' and renounce the having any intelligence, or hold- 

«ing 
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^ ing any correfpondence with the Rebels/* No 

man imagined it poilible that any of the Englifh 

would refufe to make that proteftation; and they 

who thought worfl of the Scots did not think they 

would make any fcruple of doing the fame, and con- 

fequently that there would be no frait or difcovery 

from that teft ; but they were deceived. The Scots 

indeed took it to a man, without grieving their con^ 

fcience, or reforming their manners. But amongft the 

Engliih Nobility the Lord Say, and the Lord Brook, 

(two popular men, and moft undevoted to the Church, 

and, in truth, to the whole Government), pofitively 

refufed, in the King's own prefence, to make any 

fuch proteftation. They faid, "If the King fuf- 

"pedled their loyalty, he might proceed againft 

" them as he thought fit ; but that it was againft the 

^^ law to impofe any oaths or proteftations upon them 

" which were not enjoined by the law ; and, in that 

^' rcfpe A, that they might not betray the common li- 

** berty, they would not fubmit to it." This admi- 

niftered matter of new difpute in a very unfeafonable 

time ', and though there did not then appear more of 

the fame mind, and they two were committed, at leaft 

reftrained of their liberty; yet this difcovercd too 

much the humour and fpirit of the Court in their 

daily difcourfes upon that fubjedt ; fo that the King 

thought it beft to difmifs thofe two Lords, and re? 

quire them to return to their houfes : and if all the 

reft who were not officers of the army, or of abfolute 

neceffity about the King's perfon, had been likewife 

difmified and fent home, the bufinefs had been better 

profecuted. 

Indeed, if the King himfelf had ftayed at London, 
or, which had been the next beft, kept his court 
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and relided at York, and fent the army on their pro- 
per errand, and left the matter of the war wholly to 
them, in all human reafon, his enemies had been 
Speedily fubdued, and that kingdom reduced to their 
obedience. 

Before the King left York, letters and addrefles 
were fent from the Scots, ^* lamenting their ill for- 
^^ tune, that their enemies had fo great credit with 
^* the King, as to perfuade him to believe, that they 
** were or could be difobedient to him, a thing that 
^^ could never enter into their loyal hearts ; that they 
*' defired nothing but to be admitted into the pre- 
" fence of their gracious Sovereign, to lay their griev- 
*^ ances at his royal feet, and leave the determination 
*^ of them entirely to his own wifdom and pleafure/* 
And though the humility of the ftyle gained them 
many friends, who thought it great pity that any 
blood ihould be fpilt in a contention which hi^ Majefty 
might put an end to by his own word, as foon as he 
would hear their complaints ; yet hitherto the King 
preferved himfelf from being wrought upon, and 
The King marched with convenient expedition to the very bor- 
SScraS* ders of Scotland, and encamped with his army in an 
^thhu ^P^*^ ^^^^» ^^^^^^ ^^^ Beries, on the further fide of 
«™y- Berwick, and lodged in his tent with the army, though 
every day*s march wrought very much upon the confti- 
tution if not the courage of the Court, and too many 
wiihed aloud, '^ that the buiineis were brought to a 
«' fair treaty." 
Sends the Upon advcrtifcment that a party of the Scots army 
Holland at was upon the march, the Earl of Holland was fent 
Dunce, with a body of three thoufand horfe, and two thou* 
fand foot, with a fit train of artillery, to meet it, and 
engage with it i who marched accordingly into Scot* 

land 
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land early in a morning as far as a place called 
Dunce, ten or twelve miles into that kingdom. It 
was in the beginning of Auguft, ;ivhen the nights are 
very ihort, and, as foon as the fun rifes, the days for 
the moft part hotter than is reafonably expedled from 
the climate, and, by the teftimony of all men, that 
day was the hotteft that had been known. Wheiv 
the Earl came with his horfe to Dunce, he found the 
Scots drawn up on the iide of a hill, where the front 
could only be in view, and where, he was informed, 
the General Lefly and the whole army was ; and it 
was very true, they were all there indeed j but it was 
as true, that all did not exceed the number of three 
thbuiand men, very ill armed, and moft country fel- 
lows, who were on the fudden got together to make 
that Ihew : and Lefly had placed them by the ad- 
vantage of that hill fo fpecioufly, that they had the 
appearance of a good body of men, there being all 
the femblance of great bodies behind on the other 
fide of the hill ; the £dfebood of which would have 
been mani&ft as foon as they ihould move from the 
place where they were, and from whence they were 
therefore not to ftir. 

The horfe had out-marched the foot, which, by 
reafon of the excefiive heat, was not able to ufe great 
expedition : befides, there was fome error in the or- 
ders, and fome accidents of the night that had re* 
tarded them ; fo that when the enemy appeared firft 
in view, the foot and the artillery was three or four 
miles behind. 

Nothing can be (aid in the excufe of the counfel of The EaH't 
that day, which might have made the King a glorious Ou^"^ 
King indeed. The Earl of Holland was a man of cou-* 
fage, and at that time not at all fufpe^d to be cor^ 
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rupted in his afieAions ; and though he himfelf had 
not feen more of war than two or three campaigns in 
Holland before his coming to the Court, he had with 
him many as good officers as the war of that age, which 
was very aftive, had made, and men of unqueftiona- 
ble courage and military knowledge. As he might 
very fafely have made a halt at Dunce, till his foot 
and artillery came up to him, fo he might fecurely 
enough have engaged his body of horfe againft their 
whole inconfiderable army, there being neither tree 
nor bufli to interrupt his charge ; but it was thought 
otherwife ; and no queilion it was generally believed^ 
by the placing and drawing out their front in fo 
confpicuous a place, by the appearance of other 
troops behind them, and by the fhewing great herds 
of cattle at a diftance upon the hills on either fide, 
that their army was very much fuperior in number. 
And therefore, as foon as the Earl came in view, he 
difpatched meffengers one after another to the King, 
with an account of what he heard and faw, or believed 
he faw, and yet thought not fit to Hay for an anfwer ; 
but with the joint confent of all his chief ofRcers 
(for it was never after pretended that any one officer of 
name difTuaded it, though they were fHll afhamed of 
it) retired towards his foot, to whom he had like wife 
font orders not to advance ; and fo wearied and tired 
by the length of the march, and more by the heat of 
the weather, which was intolerable, they returned to 
the camp where the King was ; and the Scots drew a 
little back to a more convenient poft for their refidence. 
The Covenanters, who very well underftood the 
weakneiTes of the Court, as well as their own want of 
flrength, were very reafonably exalted with this fuc- 
cefs, and fcatterqd their letters abroad amongft the 
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Noblemen at Court, according to the humours of the 
men to whom they writ ; there being upon the mat- 
ter an unreilrained intercourfe between the King's 
camp and Edinburgh, 

They writ three feveral letters to the three Gene*Thc Cove, 
nds, the Earl of Arundel, the Earl of Effex, and thcwrilc w tho 
Earl of HoUand. That to the Earl of Effex was in a*[Si& 
dialeft more fubmifs than to the others ; they faid 
much to him of ^* his own fame and reputation^ 
** which added to their affiitftion that he Ihould be in 
" arms againft them ; that they had not the leaft 
'< imagination of entering into a war againft Eng* 
^^land; their only thought and hope was to defend 
" their own rights and liberties^ which were due to 
" them by the law of the land, until they might have 
*^ accefs to his Majefty, to expofe their (;omplaints 
" to him, from which they were hindered by the 
" power and greatnefs of fome of their own country- 
" men ;'* being delirous the Earl ihould underftand 
that their principal grievance was the intereft of the 
Marquis of Hamilton, who, they knew, was not in any 
degree acceptable to the Earl ; and therefore deiired 
him ^^to be ready to do them good offices to the 
" King, that they might be admitted to his prefence.'* 
The Earl of Effex, who was a punctual man in point 
of honour, received this addrefs fupercilioufly enough, 
fcnt it to the King without returning any anfwer, or 
holding any conference, or performing the leaft cere« 
mony, with or towards the meffengers. 

The Earls of Arundel and Holland gave another 
kind of reception to the letters they received. To 
the former, after many profeiiions of high efteem of 
his perfon, they enlarged upon *^ their great affeAion 
*^ to the ^glifh nation, and how they abhorred the 
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^^ thought of a war between the two nations f* they 
befought him " to prefent their fupplication*' (which 
they inclofed) " to the King, and to procure their 
^* deputies admiffion to his Majefty." The Earl 
ufed them with more refpeft than was fuitable to the 
office of a General^ and made many profeilions of 
^^ his deiire to interpofe, and mediate a good peace be- 
•* tween the nations:'* and it was confidently reported 
and believed, that he had frequently made thofe pro- 
feifions by feveral meffages he had fent before into 
Scotland ; and he had given paiTes to many ob(cure 
perfons, to go into and return out of that kingdom. 
Their letter to the Earl of Holland was in a more 
/ confident ftyle, as to a man from whom they expedted 
all good offices. They fent him likewife a copy of 
their fupplication to the King, and defired him ** to 
•^ ufe his credit that a treaty might be entered into, 
^^ and that his Maj^Hty would appoint men of religion 
^' and of public hearts to manage the treaty/* From 
this time that Earl was found at leaft enough inclined 
to that intereft ; and the King's readinefs to hear dif- 
courfes of a pacification, and that mefiengers would 
be Ihortly fent to him with propoiitions worthy of his 
acceptation, abated thofe animofities^ and appetite to 
war, which had made all the noife in the march. 

Indeed the Marquis of Hanulton's neighbourly re« 
fidence with his fleet ami foot ibldiers before Leith, 
without any fhew of hoflility, or any care taken to 
draw his friends and followers together for the King's 
fervice ; on the other fide, the viiits his mother made 
him on board his fhip, who was a lady of great authority 
amongft the Covenanters, and moft addi<Sled to them 
and their Covenant, her daughters being likewife mar- 
ried to thofe nohkmen who moffc furiouily perfecuted 
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the Church, and preiided in thofe councils ; the 
King's refufing to give leave to fome officers of horfe, x 

who had offered to nuke inroads into the country, 
and deftroy the ftock thereof, whereby they would be 
prefently obliged to make fubmiffion, and to aik par- 
don ; and laftly, the reception of the Earl of Holland 
after his ihameful retreat, with fo much fatisfac^lion 
and joy as his Majefty had manifefted upon his re- 
turn, (having after the firft meflengers arrival from 
Dunce, when the enemy was in view, fent him orders 
not to engage,) made it then fufpeAed, as it was after- 
wards believed by thofe who ftood neareft, that his 
Majefty had in truth never any purpofe to make the 
war in blood, but believed that by fhewing an army 
to them, which was able to force them to any condi- 
tions, they would have begged pardon for the conteft 
they had made, and fo he Ihould have fettled the 
Church, and all things elfe, according to his pleafure: 
and fure he might have done fo, if he had but fate 
ftill, and been conftant to his own intereft, and poii* 
tlve in denying their infolent demands. But the Scots 
in the Court had made impreffion upon fo many of 
the Englifh Lords, that though at that time there 
were very few of them who had entered into an un- 
lawful combination againft the King, yet there was 
almoft a general diAike of the war, both by the Lords 
of the Court and of the Country ; and they took this^ 
opportunity to communicate their murmurs to each 
other ; none of the perfons who were moft maligned 
for their power and intereft with the King being 
upon the place ; and all men believing, that nothing 
could be aiked of the King, but what muft be fatisfied 
at their charge, whofe damage they coniidered, though 
it was to be procured at the expence of the King's 
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honour. When the Covenanters underftood by their 
intelligence, that the feafon was ripe, they fcnt their 
Application (of which they had fcattered fo many 
copies) to the King, and found thcmfelves fo wel- 
come to all perfons, that their modeily was not like 
to fufFer any violence in offering the conditions. 
They id. The Scots had from the beginning pra6lifed a 
kToV^ ^ new fturdy ftyle of addrefs, in which, under the li- 
cence of accufing the counfel and carriage of others, 
whom yet they never named, they bitterly and info- 
lently reproached the moft immediate a<5lions and di- 
redlions of his Majefty himfelf ; and then made the 
greateft profeffions of duty to his Majefty*s perfon 
that could be invented. The King had not, at that 
time, one perfon about him of his Council, who had 
the leaft coniideration of his own honour, or friend- 
fhip for thofe who lat at the helm of affairs ; the 
Duke of Lenox only excepted; who was a young man 
of fmall experience in afi^rs, though a man of great 
honour, and very good parts, and under the difadvan- 
tage of being looked upon as a Scotfman; which he was 
not in his affedlions at all, being born in England, of 
an Englifh mother, and having had his education there; 
and had indeed the manners and affedlions of an Eng- 
lifhman, and a duty and reverence for the King and 
the Church accordingly ; and would never truff him- 
felf in thofe intrigues, as too myfterious for him. 

The reft who were about the King in any offices 
of attendance, were the Earl of Holland, whom we 
have had occaiion to mention before in the firft en^ 
trance upon this difcourfe, and whom we ihall have 
often occafion hereafter to fpeak of; and therefore ihali 
fay no more of him now, than that he neither loved 
the Marquis of Hamilton, whom he believed the Scots 

intended 



OP THE REBELLION, &c. I91 

intended to revenge themfelves upon; nor Werit- 
worth the deputy of Ireland ; nor the Archbilhop of 
Canterbury J nor almoft any thing that was then done 
in Church or State. Secretary Coke, who had all 
the difpatches upon his hand, was near eighty years 
of age ; a man of gravity, who never had quicknefd 
from his cradle ; who loved the Church well enough 
as it was twenty years before ; and underftood no- 
thing that had been done in Scotland, and thought 
that nothing that was or could be done there was 
worth fuch a journey as the King had put himfelf to. 
Sir Harry Vane was Comptroller of the Houfe, and a 
bufy and a buftling man ; who had credit enough to 
do his bulinefs in all places, and cared for no man 
otherwife than as he found it very convenient for 
hiinfelf. There was no other of hia Council of name 
but the General, the Earl of Arundel, who was al- 
ways true to the charadter under which he has been 
delivered, and thought he had been General long 
enough. All the luftre of the Court was in that 
part of the Nobility which attended upon command, 
and at their own charge; and therefore the more weary 
of it. The Earl of Pembroke hath been forgotten, 
who abhorred the war as obftinately as he loved hunt- 
ing and hawking, and fo was like to promote all over^ 
tures towards accommodation with great importunity : 
fo the Scots foimd perfons to treat with according to 
their own wifti. The Earl of Effex flill preferving 
his grandeur and pimftuality, pofitively refufed to 
meddle in the treaty, or to be communicated with, or 
fo much as to be prefent, or receive any vifits from 
the Scottifh Commiilioners till after the pacification 
was concluded. 

The Covenanters were firm, and adhered ftill to 
their old natural principle, even in this their addrefs ; 

juftified 
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juftified all they had done to be "according to their 

** native rights, and for the better advancement of his 

** Majefty's fervice, which they had always before their 

" eyes ;" and defired " to have thofe receive excm- 

^ plary punifhment, who had done them ill offices, 

" and mifreprefented their carriage to the King ; and 

" that fome noble Lords might be appointed to treat 

A treaty of *« upon all particulars." And upon no other fub- 

JmcfcTi^niiffion than this a treaty was prefently entered upon, 

^Sidu'dcd^nd concluded. ^ 

Whofoever will take upon him to relate all that 
pafled in that treaty, muft be beholding to his own 
invention ; the moft material matters having pafled 
in difcourfe, and very little committed to writing. 
Nor did any two who were prefent agree in the fame 
relation of what was faid and done ; and which was 
woirfe, not in the fame interpretation of the meaning 
of what was comprehended in writing. An agree- 
ment was made, if that can be called an agreement, 
in which nobody meant what others believed he 
" did : The armies were to be difbanded ; an a6l of 
" oblivion pafTed; the King's forts and cafHes to be 
*• reftored ; and an AfTembly and Parliament to be 
" called for a full fettlement ; no perfons referved 
" for juflice, becaufe no fault had been committed." 
The King's army, by the very words of the agree- 
ment, was not to be difbanded until all fhould be exe- 
cuted on their part; and the King himfelf, at that 
time, refolved to be prefent in the AfTembly at leaft, 
if not in the Parliament : but the impatience of all 
was fuch for peace, that the King's army was prefently 
difbanded ; his Majefty making all poflible hafle 
himfelf to London, and fending the Earl of Traquaire 
to Edinburgh, to prepare all things for the AfTembly ; 
whilfl the Scots made all the carefTes to many of 

the 
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the Englifh, and both breathed out in mutual confi- 
dence their refentments to each other. 

The Marquis of Hamihon (whether upon the 
fame of the treaty, or fent for by the King, few 
knew) left his fleet before Leith in a very peaceable 
pofture, and came to the Berkes fome hours after the 
treaty was figned ; which was very convenient to 
him, for thereby he was free from the reproach that 
attended it, and at liberty to find fault with it; which 
he did freely to the King, and to fome others, where- 
by he prefervedhimfelf in credit to do more mifchief. 
Many were then of opinion, andfiill are, that the Mar- 
quis at that time was very unacceptable to his country- 
men ; and it is certain that the chief managers at the 
treaty did perfuade the JBnglilh in whom they moft 
confided, that their principal aim was to remove him 
from the Court ; which was a defign willingly heard, 
and univerfally grateful. But whatever ftate of grace 
he ftood in when he came thither, he did himfelf fo 
good offices before he parted, that he was no more in 
their disfavour. The King's army was prefently dif- 
faandedy and the Scots returned to Edinburgh with all 
they deiired; having gotten many more friends in Eng- 
land than they had before ; kept all their officers, and 
as many of their men as they thought fit, in pay; 
and profecuted all thofe who had not ihewed the 
fame zeal in their Covenant as themfelves with great 
rigour, as men whofe affedlions they doubted ; and, 
inftead of remitting any thing of their rage againft their 
Bifhops, they entered a public protefiation, " That 
*' they did not intend, by any thing contained in the 
" treaty, to vacate any of the proceedings which had 
." been in the late general affembly at Glafgow,** (by 
which all the Biihops fiood excommunicated), and 
voii. I. o renewed 
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renewed all their menaces againil: them by prt>clama« 
tion ; and impofed grievous penalties upon all who 
fliould prefume to harbour any of them in their 
houfes : fo that by the time the Kiiig came to Lon-* 
don, it appeared plainly^ that the army was difl>anded 
without any peace made, ^id the Scots in equal in- 
clination, and in more reputation, to affront his Ma- 
jcfty than ever. Upon which a paper publifhed 
by them^ and avowed to contain the matter of the 
treaty, was burned by the common hangman ; every' 
body difavowing the contents of it, but nd^ody- 
taking upon him to publifh a copy that they owned 
to be true. 
The ill con- Tlic mifchief that befel the King from this wonder- 
^cqucnccs ^^^ atonemeut caunot be expreffed, nor was it ever 
difcovercd what prevailed over his Majefty to bring 
it fo wofuUy to pafs : all men were afliamed who 
had contributed to it; nor had he difmiifed his 
army with fo obliging circumftances as was like to 
incline them to come willingly together again, if 
there were occalion ta ufe their fervicc. The Earl 
of Eflex, who had merited very well throi^- 
out the whole affair, and had never made a &lfe ftep 
in a6lion or counfel, was difcharged in the croud, 
without ordinary ceremony ; and an accident hap- 
pening at the fame time, or very foon after, by the 
death of the Lord Afton, whereby the command of 
the Foreft of Needwood fell into the King's difpo- 
fel, which lay at the very door of that Earl's eftatc, 
^d ivould infinitely have gratified him, was denied, 
to him, and beftowed upon another: all i^hidh 
wrought very much upon his high nature, and made 
iiim fufceptible of fome impreffions afterwards, which 
•therwife would.not have found fuch eafy admifiiion. 

The 
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The €a£tions and aniraofities at Court were either 
greater, or oiore vifil^e, than they had been before. 
The Earl of Newcaftle (who was Governor to the 
Prince, and one of the moft valuable men in the 
kingdom, in his fortune, in his dependences, and in 
his qualification^) had, at his own charge, drawn to* 
gether a goodly troop of horfe of two hundred; 
which for the moft part coniifted of the beft gentle- 
men of the north, who were either allied to the Earl, 
or of immediate dependence upon him, and came to* 
gether purely upon his account; and called this troop 
the Prince of Wales's troop ; whpreof the Earl him- 
felf was Captain. When the Earl of Holland marched 
with that party into Scotland, the Earl of Newcaftle 
accon^anied him with that troop, and, upon occafion 
of fome orders, defired that troop, iince it belonged to 
the Prinjcc of Wales, might have fome precedence ; 
which the Genersd of the Horfe rcfufed to grant him, 
but required him to march in the rank he had pre* 
fcribedi and the other obeyed it accordingly, but 
with refentment, imputing it to the little kindnefs 
that was beri^een them. But as foon as the army was 
diibanded, he fent a challenge jto the Earl of Holland, 
by a gentleman very pun<5lual» and well acquainted 
with thofe errands ^ who took a proper feafon to men* 
tion it to him, without a pofiibility of fuipicion. The 
Earl of Holland was never fufpeded to want courage, 
yet in this occafion he fliewed not that alacrity, but 
that the delay expofed it to notice ; and fo, by the 
King^s authority, the matter was compofed; though 
difcourfed of with liberty enough to give the whole 
Court occufion to exprels their aQedtions to eithef 
party. 

The King; hio^elf was very melancholic, and 
o 2 quigkly 
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quickly difcetticd that he had loft reputation at home 
and abroad; and thofe counfellors who had beeii moit 
faulty, cither through want of courage or wifdotti, 
(for at that time few of them wanted fidelity), never 
afterwards recovered fpirit enough to do their duty, 
but gave themfelves up to thofe who had fo niuch 
over-ivitted them 5 every man ihifting the fault from 
himfelf, and finding fome friend to excufe him i and 
it being yet neceflafy, that fo infiimous a matter ihoFuld 
not be covered with abfolute oblivion, it fell to Secre- 
tary Coke's turn, (for whom liobody cared), who was 
then near fourfcore years of age^ to be made the £a- 
crifice ; and, upon pretence that he had omitted the 
writing what he ought to have done^ and infefted 
fomewhat he ought not to have done, he was put out 
of his office ; and within a Ihort time after. Sir Harry 
Vane (who was Treafurer of the Houfe) by the dark 
Contrivance of the Marquis of Hamilton, and by the 
open ind vifible power of the Queen, made Secretary 
of State ; which was the only thing that could make 
the removal of the other old man cenfured and mur- 
mured at : and this was attended again with a declared 
and unfeafonable diflike and difpleafure in the Queen 
againft the Lieutenant of Ireland, newly made Earl of 
Strafford ; who out of fome kindnefs to the old man, 
who had been much trufted by him and of ufe to 
' him, and out of contempt and deteftation of Vane, 
but principally out of a defire to have that mifcarriagc 
expiated by a greater facrifice, oppofed the removal 
of Secretary Coke with all the intereft he could, got 
it fufpended for fome time, and put the Queen to the 
iexercife of her full power to perfect her work ; which 
afterwards produced many fad difafters. So that this 
unhappy pacification kindled many fires of conten- 
tion 
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don in Court and Country, though the flame broke out 
firft again in Scotland. 

On the other fide, the Scots got fo much benefit 
and advantage by it, that they brought all their other 
mifchievous devices to pafs with eafe, and a profperous 
gale in 'd\l they went aboi^t. They h^d before little 
credit abroad in any foreign parts, ^nd fo coi^ld pro- ' 
cure neither arms nor ammunition ; and though they 
could lead the people at home, out of the hatred and 
jealoufy of Popery, into unruly tumults, yet they had 
not authority enough over them to engage them in a 
firm refolution of rebellion : the opinion of their un- 
quefiionable duty and loyalty to the King was that 
which had given them reputation to afiront him : nor 
durft they yet attempt to lay any tax or impofition 
^pon the people, or to put them to any charge. Put^ 
*^ after this pacification, they appeared much jnqri; con- 
y^fiderablc abroad and at home; abroad, wherpthey 
were not fo much confidered before, nqw that they 
had brought an army into the Qeld againft the King, 
and gained all they pretended to defire, without re- 
proach or bl?milli, Prj^nce, their old ally, looked upon 
them as good ipfiiruments to difturb their neighbours; 
and Cardinal Richelieu (who had never lopked upon 
the defeat and overthrow at the Ifle of I^h^^ as any 
reparation for the attempt and difhonour qf the inva- 
fion) was very glad of the opportunity qf dillurbing 
the reft and quiet, which had not t^een favourable to 
his defigns; and fent an agent privately to Edinburgh, 
to cherilh and foment their unpeaceable inclinations ; 
and received another froni thence, who folicited fup- 
plies, and communicated counfels : he fent them arms 
and ammunition, and promifed them encouragement and 
afiiftance proportionable to any enterprize they fhould 

o 3 * frankly 
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frankly engage themfelves in. Holland entered into 
a clofer correfpondence with them ; and they found 
credit there for a great ftoek 6f arms and ammuhitidn^ 
upon fecurity of payment within a year ; which fccu- 
rity they eafily found a way to give. And thu3 coun- 
tenanced arid fupplied, they quickly got credit and 
power over the people at home ; and as foon as they 
had formed fome troops of thofe who had been lifted 
by them under good officers, {whereof ftore reforted 
to them of that nation out o( Germany and Sweden), 
and affigned pay to them, they made no longer fcruple 
to impofe what money they thought fit upon the peo- 
ple, and to levy it with all rigoUr upon them Who re- 
fufed, or exprefled any unwillingnefs to fubmit to the 
impofiti(m ; and made the refidence of ahy amongft • 
them very uneafy, and very infecure, who were but 
fufpeAed by them not to wifh well to their proceed- 
ings : and fo they renewed all thofe forms for the ad- 
miniftration of the government, which they l^ad be- 
gun in the beginning of the diforders, and which they 
difclaimcd upon mstkingthe pacification; and refofed 
to fufFer the King*s Governor of the Caftle of Edin- 
burgh (which was put into his hands about the fame 
time) either to repair fome works which were newly 
fallen down, ot fo much as to buy provifion in the 
town for the food of the garrifon. 

But that which was the greateft benefit and advan- 
tage that accrued to them from the agreement, and 
which was worth all the reft, was the converfation 
riiey had with the Englifh with fo much reputation, 
that they had perfuaded very many to believe, that 
they had all manner of fidelity to the King, and had 
too much caufe to complain of the hard proceedings 
againft them by the power of fome of their own coun- 
trymen ; 
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tfymcn ; and the acquaintance they made with fome- 
particular Lords, to that degree/ that they did upon the 
matter agree what was to be done for the future, and 
how to obftruft any oppolition or proceedings by 
thofe who were looked upon as enemies by both 
fides : for none in Scotland more difliked all that was 
done in Court, and the chief aiSlors there, than thofe 
Lords of England did; though they were not fo well 
prepared for an expedient for the cure. 

The people of Scotland being now reduced by 
them to a more implicit obedience, and nobody 
daring to oppofe the moft extravagant proceedings of 
the moft violent pcrfons in power, they loft no time, 
as hath been faid, to make all preparations for a war 
they meant to purfue. Moft of the King's Privy- 
Council and great Minifters, who (though they had 
not vigoroufly perforaied their duty in fupport of the 
regal power) till now had been fo referved, that they 
fcemed not to j^prove the diforderly proceedings, 
now ' as frankly wedded that intereft as any of the 
leaders, and quickly became the chief of the leaders. 

As the Earl of Argyle : who had been preferved byThcEarf of 
the King's immediate kindnefs and fiill power, ahdwiththcc^ 
refcued from the anger and fury of his incenfed fii-SS"*"' 
ther; who, being provoked by the difobedience andj^f^^ij^j* 
infolence of his fon, refolved foto have difpofed of his^*'??* «* 

.the King. 

fortune, that little Ihould have accompanied the ho- 
nour after his death. But by the King's interpoiition, 
and indeed impofition, the Earl, in ftriftnefs of the 
law in Scotland, having need of the King's grace and 
protedlion, in regard of his being become Roman 
Catholic, and his Majefty granting all to the fon 
which he could exaft from the father, the old man 
was in the end compelled to make ovcfr all his eftate 

04 to 
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to his fon; referving only fuch a provifion for himielf, 
as fupported him according to his quality during his 
life, which he fpent in the parts beyond the feas. Ti^c 
King had too much occalion afterwards to remember^ 
that in the clofe, after his Majefty had determined 
what fhould be done on either part, the old man de- 
clared, *' He would fubmit to tJie King's pleafore, 
^^ though he believed he was hardly dealt with ;" and 
then with fome bitternefs put his fon in mind of his 
undutiful carriage towards him ; and charged him 
*^ to carry in his mind how bountiful the King had 
** been to him ;" which yet, he told him, he was 
fure he would forget : and thereupon faid to his 
Majefty, *' Sir, I muft know this young man better 
*^ than you can do : you have brought me low, that 
" you may raife him ; which I doubt you will live to 
*^ repent ; for he is a man of craft, fubtilty, and falfe- 
^^ hood, and can love no man ; and if ever he jfinds it 
*^ in his power to do you a mifchief, he will be fure 
" to do it." The King confidered it only as the ef- 
fedl of his pafilon, and took no other care to pre- 
vent it, but by heaping every day new obligations 
upon him ; making him a Privy-Counfellor, and giv- 
ing him other offices and power to do hurt, thereby 
to reftrain him from doing it; which would have 
wrought upon any generous nature the efFedt it 
ought to have done. The Earl (for his father was 
now dead) came not to Edinburgh during the firft 
troubles ; and though he did not dilTemble his dif- 
pleafure againft the Bilhops, becaufe one of them had 
aflfronted him, in truth, very rudely, yet he renewed 
all imaginable profeffions of duty to the King, and a 
readinefs to engage in his fervice, if thofe diforders 
ihould continue : but after the pacification and dif- 

banding 
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banding of the Kiiig^s army^ and the Covenanters de-* 
claring that they would adhere to the a6ls of the 
Ailembly at Glafgow^ he made hafte to Edinburgh 
with a great train of his family and followers ; and 
immediately iigned the Covenant^ engaged for the 
provilion of arms^ and railing forces; and in all 
things behaved himfelf like a man that might very 
(afely be confided in by that party* 

There wanted not perfons Hill who perfuaded the 
King^ ^' that all might yet be ended without blood ; 
*^ that there were great divifions amongft the cliief 
'^ leaders, through emulations and ambition of com- 
'^ mand ; and that the accefs of the Earl of Argyle to 
'^ that party would drive others as confiderable from 
** it, who never did, nor ever would, unite with him in 
" any delign ;** and therefore advifed^ ** that his Ma- 
" jefty would require them to fend fome perfons en- 
'^ trufted by their body to attend him^ and give an 
" account of the reafons of their proceedings." They 
demanded a fafe condu<5): for the fecurity of the per- 
fons they fhould employ; which was fent accordingly : 
and thereupon fome perfons of the Nobility, and 
others, were commiflioned to wait on the King; 
amongft which the Lord Lowden was principally re- 
lied on for his parts and abilities ; a nuin who was 
better known afterwards, and whom there will here- 
after be fo often occafion to mention, as it will not be 
neceflary in this place fiirther to enlarge upon him. 
They behaved themfelves, in all refpedls, with the 
confidence of men employed by a foreign ftate ; re- 
ftifed to give any account but to the King himfelf; 
and even to himfelf gave no other reafon for what 
was done^ but the authority of the doers, and the ne- 
ccffity that required it; that is, that they thought it ne- 
ceflary : 
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celtary : but C&ca ffaey poliilied their fturdy beha- 
viour with iU the profeffions of fubmxflioA Md dutj, 
which their hinguage coald aft)rd. 
tei^**ted^ At this time the King happened to intercept a 
from (bme lettct, which had been figned by the chief of the Co- 
tiihNobiii-venanters, and partficularly by the Lord Lowden^ 
FfS<S*^ written to the French King, in which they com- 
^^^^' plained ** of the hardnefs and injuftice of the govern- 
^ ment that was exercifed over them ; put him in 
<^ mind of the dependence this kingdom formerly had 
'* upon that Crown; and defircd him now to take them 
^ into his prote^ilion^ and give them affiiiance ; and 
•* that his Majefty would give entire credit to one 
" Colvil, who was the bearer of that letter, and well 
** inftrucfted in all particulars :** and the letter itfelf 
was fealed, and direfted jia Roy, a Ayle only ufed 
from fubjefts to their natural King. This letter be- 
ing fcen and penifcd by the Lords of the Council, 
and the Lord Lowden being examined, and refuling 
to give any other anfwer, than ** That it was writ be- 
^ fore the agreement, and thereupon referved and 
** never fent ; that, if he had committed any offence, 
'* he ought to be queftioned for it in Scotland, and 
•* not in England ; and inlifting upon his fafe con- 
« duft, demanded liberty to return:** all men were of 
opinion, that fo foul a conipiracy and treafon ought 
not to be fo llightly excufed; and that both the 
Lord Lowden, and Colvil (who was likewife found in 
Jx)ndon, and apprehended) fhould be committed to the 
Tower : which was done accordingly j all men expe fl- 
ing that they Ihould be brought to a fpeedy trial. 

This difcoveiy made a very deep impreffion upon 
the King; and perfuaded him, thatfuch a foul appli- 
cation could never have been thought of, if there had 

not 
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not been acre poifon in the heart, than could be ex- 
pelled by eafy antidotes ; aad that tlie ftrong^ft re- 
medies muft be provided to root out this milirhief : 
thereupon he firft advifed with that Committee of the 
Council, tvbich tifed to be confulted in fecret ^aits, 
what was to be done ? That fummer's a^ftion had 
wafted all the moltey that had been carefully kid up ; 
and, to carry onr that Vafft exptfifc^, the revenue of the 
Crown had been anticipated; fo that, though the 
ratling an army was vifiWy neceflSiry, there appeared 
no means how to raife that army. No expedient oc- 
curred to thetn ib proper as a Parliament, which had 
been now intermitted hear twelve years. And though 
thofe meetings had of late been attended by fomc 
diforders, the eiFe^s of mutinous fpirits ; and the laft 
had beeft diflblved (a« hath been faid before) with 
ibme circumftances of pafHon and undutifulnefs, 
which fo far incenfed the King, that he was lefs in- 
clined to thofe aflemblies; yet this long intermif- 
fion, and the general compofure of men's minds in a 
happy peace, and univeffal plenty over the whole na- 
tion, (fuperior fure to what any other nation ever en- 
joyed), tnade it reafonably believed, notwithftanding the 
murmurs of the people againft fome exorbitancies of 
the Court, that fober men, and fuch as loved the peace 
and plenty they were poflelTed of, would be made 
choice of to ferve in the Houfe of Commons ; and 
then the temper of the Houfe of Peers was not to be 
apprehended : but efpecially the opinion of the pre- 
judice and general averfion over the whole kingdom 
to the Scots, and the indignation they had at their 
prefumption in their defign of invading England, 
made it believed, that a Parliatoent would exprefs a 

very 
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very iharp fenfe of their infolence and carriage to* 
wards the King, and provide remedies proportionable. 
APkriii^ Upon thefe motives and reafons, with the unani- 

snent called * , , 

in England mous confent and advice of the whole Committee, 
pru 1640/ the King refolved to call a Parliament; which he 
communicated the fame day> or rather took the refo- 
lution that day, in his full Council of State, which 
exprefled great joy upon it ; and direfted the I^rd 
Keeper to ifluc out writs for the meeting of a Parlia-. 
mcDt upon the third day of April then next enfuing ; 
it being now in the month of December ; and all ex- 
pedition was accordingly ufed in fending out the laid 
writs, the notice of it being mofk welcome to the 
whole Icingdom. 

That it might appear that the Court was not at all 
appreheniive of what the Parliament would or could 
do ; and that it was convened by his Majefty's grace 
and incli^atiop, not by any motive of neceifity ; it 
proceeded in all refpeAs in the fame unpopular ways 
it had done : Ship-money was levied with th^ fsime 
feverity ; and the fame rigour ufed in Ecclefiaflical 
Courts, without the leaft compliance with the humour 
of any man ; which looked like fteadinefs ; and, if it 
were then well purfued^ degenerated tpo foon after^ 
wards. 
In this interval, between the fealing of the writs 
The Lord and the convention of a Parliament, the Lord Keeper 
vimuy'diet. Coventry died ; to the King*s great detriment, rather 
than to his own. So much hath been faid already of 
this great man, that there (hall be no further enlarge- 
ment in this place, than to fay, that he was a very wife 
and excellent perfon, and had a rare felicity, in being 
looked upon generally throughout the kingdom with 

great 
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great affecftioh, and lingular efteem, whert v6fy feW 
other men in any high truft were fo ; and it is very 
probable^ if he had lived to the (itting of that Parlia* 
mcnt, when, whatever lurked in the hearts of any^ 
there was not the leaft outward appearance of any ir- 
reverence to the Crown, that he might haVe had great 
authority in the forming thofe counfels, which tniglit 
have preferved it from fo unhappy a difTolution. His 
lofs was the more manifeft and vifible in his fuccef- 
for ; the Seal being within a day or two given to Sir 
John Finch, Chief Juftice of the Court of Common |»'Jo^« 
Pleas; a man exceedingly obnoxious to the people made Ui4 
upon the bufinefs of Ship-money ; and not of reputa- **^* 
tion and authority enough to countenance and ad- 
vance the King's forvice. 

Thefe digreffions have taken up too much time, and 
may feem foreign to the proper fubje£l of this dif- 
courfe ; yet they may have given fome light ta the ob- 
jure and dark paiTages of that time, which were un- 
derftood by very few. 

The Parliament met according to fummons upon The P*rf>** 
the third of April in the year 164X), with the ufual April the 
ceremony and formality: and after the King had***"*** **^ 
ihortly mentioned " his defire to be again acquaint- 
" ed with Parliaments, after fo long an intcrmiffion ; 
" and to receive the advice and afliftance of his fub- 
" jeifts there ;' he referred the caufe of the prefent 
convention to be enlarged upon by the Lord Keeper ; 
who related the whole proceedings of Scotland 9 '^ his 
" Majefty*$ condefcenfions the year before, in dxU 
** banding his army upon their promifes and profef- 
^^ fions ; their infolencies fince ; and their addrefs to 
** the King of France, by the letter mentioned before ;*' 
which t|ie King had touched upon, and having forgot 

to 
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to make the obfervation upon the fuperlcriptipn him* 
felf, he required the Keeper to do it ; who told them, 
after the whole relation, " That his Majefty did not 
** expe(9: advice from th^m, much lefs that they fhould 
*^ interpofe in auy office of mediation, which wauid 
*^ not be grateful to hin^ ; bvrt: that they fhould, aa 
*^ foon as might be, give his Majefty fueh a fupply, 
^* ag he might provide for tine vindlcal^ipn of his ho- 
" nwv, by railing an anny, which the feafon of the 
^^ year, aiui the pr<>grefs thf rebels had already made, 
-'^ called for Without delay 5 and his Majefty ailured 
,. *^ tk^^m, if they would gratify him with the difpaitch 

^^ of this matter^ that he would give theiin eiime en(M^h 
'* afterwards to reprefent apy grievance^ to him, aiid 
'^ a favourable anfwer to then; ;** aijd fo difniifled the 
Commons to chopfe thejif Speaker ; to which Serjeant 
seijeant Glaittyile was defigned, and chjofep tte feme day : a 
ch^ta'' o»w^ "^^^ ^M^l to the !work, ycry veU acquainted 
Speaker, ^^^j^ ^ pTi^eedjog^ i^ Parliament i of a quick con- 
ception, and of a ready and voluble eicpreffion, xiex- 
terow in diipoftag th^ Hojtfe, a«4 r^ acceptable to 
ihtm. The EarJ of Ar;uadel, Earl Marlhal of Eng- 
land, was piade Lord Steward .of the KJing^s Houfe ; 
qlu office neceflaiy in the beginning of a Paxlianoeat ; 
being to {^f^r all the naembors of tike Houfe of Com- 
mons before they cpvdd fit tibere. Two days after, 
the Conunp^s prefe^ted their Speaker to the King, 
who, in the accuftpmedjcnaoner, approved their choice ; 
uppn which, they returned to their Houfe, being now 
formed and qualified to enter upon any debates. 

The Houfe met always at eight of* the clock, and 
rofe at twelve ; whiqh weie the old Parliament hours ; 
that the committees, upon .w^om the greateft burden 
of the bufinefs lay^ might jiave the afternoons for their 

pre- 
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preparation and diipatch. It wad not the cuftom ta 
enter upon any important buiinefs in the firft fort^ 
Dight; both becau& many members ufed to be ab-- 
fent fo long ; and that time W4S ufually thought ne- 
ceflary for the appointment and nomination of com^ 
mittees, and for other ceremonies and preparations 
that were ufual : but there wa^- no regard now to thac 
cuftom ; and the appearance of the members was ve- 
ry great, there having been a large time between the 
iiTuifig out of the writs and the meetk^g of the Parlia^ 
ment, ib that all ele6lions were made aad returned* 
and every body was willing to £41 to the work^ 

Whilft men gazed upon each other^ looking who 
ihould begin, (much the greateft part having never 
before iate in Parliament)., Mr. Pym, a man ^ good f e- Mr. pym^^ 
putation, but much better known afterwards^ who hadf^hes^'^ 
been as long in thofe aJTembliesas aay man then living, ^evt^c^ 
brake the ke, and in a kt difcourfe of above two 
hours, after mention of the King with the moft pro- 
found lererencei and commendatioa of his wifdom and 
juitice, he obferved, *^ Ttut by dae long intermiffiod 
'' of Parliaments many unwarraatable things had been 
" pnuftifed, notwithftanding the ^eat virtue erf his 
'^ Majefty :'' and then enumemted all the projeds* 
which had been fet on foot ; all the illegal proclama-- 
tions which had been publiihed, and die 'proceedings 
which had been upon thofe proclanaations ; the judg*- 
^ent \:^n Ship-money ; and many grievances which 
related to the ecolefiaftical jurifdidtion ; fumming up 
fhordy, and iharply, all that mo& refleded upon the 
prudence and the juftice of the Government; con- 
cluding, ^^ That he had only laid that fcheme before 
** them, that they might fee how much work they had 
■^tQ do to fatisfy their country^ the method and 

^^ manner 
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^^ maftncr of the doing whereof he left to their wif- 
" doms." Mr. Grimfton infifted only on the bufinefs 
of Ship-money ; the irregular and prepofterous engag- 
ing the Judges to deliver their opinion to the King, 
and their being afterwards divided in their judgments ; 
and faid, " He was perfuaded, that they, who gave 
*^ their opinions for the legality of it, did it againft 
"the diSlamen of their own confcience." Peard, a 
bold lawyer, of little note, inveighed more palfionate- 
ly againft it, calling it an abomination: upon which, 
Herbert, the King's Solicitor, with all imaginable ad- 
drefs, in which he then excelled, put them in mind 
" with what candour his Majefty had proceeded in 
. " that, and all other things which related to the ad- 
*^ nuniftratidn of juftice to all his people ; that, how 
'* perfuaded foever he was within himfelf of the juf- 
" tice as well as neceffity of levying Ship-money, he 
** would not fend out a writ for the doing thereof, 
'^ till he received the affirmative advice of all the 
^^ Judges of England ; and when the payment was 
" oppofed by a Gentleman," (and then he took occa- 
fton to ftroke and commend Mr. Hambden, who fate 
under him, for his great temper and modefty in the 
profecution of that fuit), *^ the King was very well 
*^ contented that all the Judges of England Ihould de- 
" termine the right ; that never any caufe had been 
*^ debated and argued more folemnly before the 
*^ Judges ; who, after long deliberation between them- 
*^ felves, and being attended with the records, which 
•' had been cited on both fides, delivered each man 
" his opinion and judgment publicly in the Court, 
" and fo largely, that but two Judges argued in a 
" day ; and after all this, and a judgment with that 
" folemnity pronounced for the King, by which the 

« King 
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'' King was as legally poffefled of that right, as of 
** any thing elfe he had ; . that any particular man 
" ihould prefume to fpeak againft it with that bitter- 
^^ nefs> and to call it an abomination, was very ofFenfive, 
^* and unwarrantable; and defired that that Grentle- 
*' man, who had ufed that expreffion, might explain 
'* himfelf, and then withdraw." Very many called 
him to the bar; and the Solicitor's difcourfe was 
thought to have fo much weight in it, that Mr. Peard 
very hardly efcaped a feverc reprehenfion : which is 
mentioned only that the temper and fobriety of that 
Houfe may be taken notice of, and their diifolution^ 
which fhortly after fell out, the more lamented. 

Though the Parliament had not fate above fix or 
feven days, and had managed all their debates, and 
their whgle behaviour, with wonderful order and fo- 
briety, the Court was impatient that no advance was 
yet made towards a fupply ; which was forefeen would 
take up much time, whenfoever they went about it, 
though never fo cordially; and therefore they pre- 
vailed with the Houfe of Peers, which was more en« The Houfe 
tirely at the King's difpofal, that they would demand ^JvuToie 
a conference with the Houfe of Commons, and then^J^™"* 
propofe to them, by way of advice, " That they!^»«J> a 
** would begin with giving the King a fupply, in re- 
^^ gard of the urgency and even neceility of his affairs, 
*^ and afterwards proceed upon their grievances, or 
" any thing elfe as they thought fit :" and the Houfe 
of Peers accordingly did give their advice to this 
purpofe at a conference. This conference was no 
fdoner reported in the Houfe of Commons, than their 
whole temper feemed to be Ihaken. It was the un- 
doubted fundamental privilege of the Commons in 
Parliament, that all fupplies ihould have their rife and 
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beginning from them ; this had never been infringed, 
or violated, or fo much as queftioned in the worft 
times ; and that now after fo long intermiffion of Par- 
liaments, that all privileges might be forgotten, the 
Houfe of Peers fliould begin with an adion their an- 
ccftors never attempted, adminiftered too much caufe 
of jealoufy of fomewhat clfe that was intended ; and 
fo with an unanimous confent they declared it to be 
This voted ** fo high a breach of privilege, that they could not 
Jriii^gcby" proceed upon any other matter until they firfl: re- 
the Cora- u ceived fatisfaftion and reparation from the Houfe 
*^ of Peers ;'* and which the next day they demanded 
at a conference. The Lords were fenfible of their 
error ; which had been forefeen, and difTuaded by 
many of them ; they " acknowledged the privilege of 
'* the Commons as fully as they demanded it, and 
^^ hoped they had not broken it by offering their ad- 
** vice to them without mentioning the nature of the 
'^ fupply, the proportion, or manner of raifing it, 
^^ which they confeffed belonged entirely to them :" 
in fine, they defired them, " that this might be no 
^* occafion of wafting their time, but that they would 
^^ proceed their own way, and in their own method, 
*' upon the affairs of the kingdom/* This gave no 
latisfadlion ; was no reparation; and ferved their 
turn who had no mind to give any fupply without 
difcovering any fuch diflatisfadlion, which would have 
got them no credit, the Houfe generally being exceed- 
ingly difpofed to pleafe the King, and to do him fcr- 
vice. But this breach of privilege, which was craf- 
tily enlarged upon, as if it fwallowed up all their other 
privileges, and made them wholly fubfervient to the 
Peers, was univerfally refented. A committee was ap- 
pointed to examine precedents oC former times^ in cafe 
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of violation of their privileges by the Lords, though 
not of that magnitude, and thereupon to prepare a 
proteftation to be fent up to the Houfe of Peers, and 
to be entered into their own Journal ; and in the mean 
time no proceedings to be in the Houfe upon any pub- 
lic bulinefs, except upon fome report from a commit- 
tee. 

After fome days had paffed in this manner, and it The King's 
not being in view when this debate would be at anfoX' ^^ 
end, the King thought of another expedient, and fent^^^^ons. 
a melTage in writing to the Commons by Sir Henry 
Vane, who was now both Secretary of State and 
Treafurer' of the Houfehold, and at that time of good 
credit there j whereih his Majefty took notice, " that 
" there was fome difference between the two Houfes, 
" which retarded the tranfadlion of the great affairs 
" of the kingdom, at a time when a foreign army was 
'^ ready to invade it: that he. heard the payment of 
" Ship-money, notwithftanding that it was adjudged 
" his right, was not willingly fubmitted to by the pco- 
" pie ; to manifeft therefore his good affection to his 
" fubjcifts in general, he made this propolition : 
*^ that if the Parliament would grant him twelve fub- 
" iidies to be paid in three years, in the manner pro- 
" pofed, (that was, five fubfidies to be paid the firft 
*' year, four the fecond, and three to be paid the laft 
" year), his Majefty would then releafe all his title or 
" pretence to Ship-money for the future, in fuch a 
" manner as his Parliament Ihould advife.'* 

Though exceptions might have been taken again in 
point of privilege, becaufe his Majefty took notice of 
the difference between the two Houfes ; yet that fpirit 
had not then taken fo deep root : fo that they refolved 
to enter, the next day after the delivery of it, upon a 
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full debate of his Majefty's meflage ; they who de- 
fired to obftrudt the giving any fupply, believing they 
fliould eafily prevail to rejeA this propofition, upon 
the greatnefs of the fum demanded^ without appearing 
not to favour the caufe in which it was to be em« 
ployed, which they could not have done with any ad- 
vantage to themfelves, the number of that clafiis of 
Thisdc- ^^^ being then not confiderable in the Houfe. It 
^«cd. ^j^ about the firft day of May that the meflage was 
delivered, and the next day it was refumed about nine 
of the clock in the morning, and the debate continued 
till four of the clock in the afternoons which had 
been feldom ufed before, but afterwards grew into 
cuftom. Many obfcrved, ** that they were to pur- 
" chafe a releafe of an impofition very unjuftly laid 
" upon the kingdom, and by purchaiing it, they 
*^ fliould upon the matter confefs it had been juft ;" 
which no man in his heart acknowledged ; and there- 
fore wiflied, ** that the judgment might be firft exa- 
" mined, and being once declared void, what they 
** fliould prefent the King with would appear a gift, 
>^ and not a recompence :" but this was rather mo- 
deftly infinuated than infifted upon ; and the greater 
number reflected more on the proportion demanded, 
which Tome of thofe who were thought very well to 
underftand the ftate of the kingdom, confidently af- 
firmed to be more than the whole ftock in money of 
the kingdom amounted to ; which appeared fliortly 
after to be a very grofs mifcomputation. There were 
very few, except thofe of the Court, (who were ready 
to give all that the King would aflc, and indeed had 
little to give of their own), who did not believe the 
fum demanded to be too great, and wiflied that a lefs 
might be accepted, and therefore were willing, when 

the 
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the day was fo far fpent, that the debate might be ad- 
journed till the next morning ; which was willingly 
confented to by all, and fo the Houfe rofe. AH this 
agitation had been in a Committee of the whole Houfe, 
the Speaker having left the chair, towhich Mr. Lenthall, 
a lawyer of no eminent account, was called. But there 
was not, in the whole day, in all the variety of contra- 
dictions, an ofFenlive or angry word fpoken : except 
only that one private country Gentleman, little known^ 
fiud, '* He obfcrved that the fupply was to be em- 
'^ ployed in the fupporting bellum epifcopale^ which 
*^ he thought the Bifhops were fitteft to do them- 
^^ felves ;" but as there was no reply, or notice taken 
of it, fo there was nobody who feconded that envious 
reflcdion, nor any other expreffion of that kind. 

The next day as foon as the Houfe met, and pray- 
ers were read, it refolved again into a committee of 
the whole Houfe, the fame perfon being again called 
to the chair : it was exped^ed, and hoped, that there 
would have been fome new meffage from the King, 
that might have facilitated the debate ; but nothing 
appearing of that kind, the propofition was again read, 
and men of all fides difcourfed much of what had 
been laid before, and many fpoke with more reflec- 
tion upon the judgment of Ship-money than they had 
done the day paft, and fecmed to wilh, " that what- 
" foever they ihould give the King fhould be a free 
^^ teftimony of their afFedlion and duty, without apy 
** releafe of Ship-money, whiqh deferved no coniidera- 
"tion, but in a fliort time would appear void and 
** null," And this feemed to agree with the fenfe of 
fo great a part of the Houfe, that Mr. Hambden, the 
moft popular man in the Houfe, (the fame who had 
tiefended the fuit againfl the King in his own name, 
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upon the illegality of Ship-money), thought the matter 
ripe for the queftion, and defircd the queftion might 
be put, " Whether the Houfe would confent to the 
*^ propoiition made by the King, as it was contained in 
*' the meffage ?" which would have been fure to have 
found a negative from all who thought the fum too 
great, or were not pleafed tKat it fhould be given in 
recompence of Ship-money. 

When many called to have this queftion, Serjeant 
Glanvile, the Speaker, (who fate by amongft the other 
members whilft the Houfe was in a committee, and had 
rarely ufed to fpeak in fuch feafons), rofe up, and in a 
moft pathetical fpeech, in which he excelled, endea- 
voured to perfuade the Houfe " to comply with the 
*^ King's defire, for the good of the nation, and to re- 
*^ concile him to Parliaments for ever, which this fealbn- 
^* able teftimony of their afFe6tions would infallibly 
*^ do." He made it manifeft to them how very inconfi- 
derable a fum twelve fubfidies amounted to, by telling 
them, ^^ that he had computed what he was to pay for 
" thofe twelve fubfidies ;'* and when he named the 
fum, he being known to be pofleffed of a great eftate, 
it feemed not worth any farther deliberation. And 
in the warmth of his difcourfe, which he plainly 
difcerned made a wonderful impreffion upon the 
Houfe, he let fall fome Iharp expreflions againft the 
imjjofition of Ship-money, and the judgment in the 
point, which he faid plainly '^ was againft the law, if 
" he underftood what law was," (who was known to 
be very learned), which expreffion, how jieceffary and 
artificial foever to reconcile the aflre<5lions of the Houfe 
to the matter in queftion, very much irreconciled him 
at Court, and to thofe upon whom he had.the greatcft 
dependence. 

There 
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There was fcarce ever a fpeech that more gathered 
up- and united the inclinations of a popular council to 
the Speaker ; and if the queftion had been prefently 
put, it was believed the number of the diflenters would 
not have appeared great. But after a fhort filence, 
fome men, who wiflied well to the main, exprefled 
a diflike of the way, fo that other men recovered new 
courage, and called again with fome earneflnefs, 
*' That the queftion formerly propofed by Mr. Hamb- 
" den ihould be put ;" which feenjed to meet with a 
concurrence. Mr. Hyde then ftood up, and defired, 
" that queftion might not be put 5 faid, it was a cap- 
" tious queftion, to which only one fort of men could 
** clearly give their vote, which were they who were 
** for a rejecftion of the King's propofition, and no 
" more refuming the debate upon that fubjeft : but 
" that they who defired to give the King a fupply, 
^^ as he believed moft did, though not in fuch a pro* 
** portion, nor, it may be, in that manner, could re- 
" ceive no fetisfaftion by that queftion ; and there- 
*' for« he propofed, to the end that every man might 
" frankly give his yea, or his no, that the queftion 
" might be put only, upon the giving the King a fup- 
" ply; which being carried in the affirmative, another 
" queftion might be upon the proportion, and the 
*' manner ; and if the firft were carried in the nega- 
" tive, it would produce the fame eiFedl, as the other 
" queftion propofed by Mr. Hambden would do." 

This method was received by fome with great ap- 
probation, but oppofed by others with more than or- 
dinary paffion, and diverted by other propofitions, 
which being fecondcd ' took much time, without 
pointing to any conclufion. In the end Serjeant Glan- 
vile faid, " That there had been a queftion propofed 
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" by his countryman, that agreed very well with bis 
*^ fenfe, and moved that the Grentleman might be 
" called upon to propofe it again." Mr. Hyde ftated 
the cafe again as he had done, anfwered foraewhat 
that had been faid againft it, and moved, " that quef- 
" tion might be put/* Whereupon for a long time 
there was nothing faid, but a confufed clamour, and call, 
" Mr. Hambden's queftion," '* Mr. Hyde's qucftion ;" 
the call appearing much ftronger for the laft, than the 
former : and it was generally believed, that the quef- 
tion had been put, and carried in the affirmative, 
though it was pofitively oppofed by Herbert the So- 
licitor General, for what reafon no man couM ima* 
gine, if Sir Henry Vane th^ Secretary had not ftood 
up, and faid, " That, as it had been always his cuftom 
^^ to deal plainly and clearly with that Houfe in all 
*^ things, fo he could not but now affure them, that 
*^ the putting and carrying that queftion could be of 
" no ufe ; for that he was moft fure, and had authori- 
" ty to tell them fo, that if they fhould pafs a vote for 
" the giving the King a fupply, if it were not in the 
** proportion and manner propofcd in his Majefty's 
*' meflage, it would not be accepted by him ; and 
** therefore defired that queftion might be laid afide ;'* 
which being again urged by the Solicitor General 
upon the authority of what the other had declared, 
and the other Privy-Counfellors faying nothing, 
though they were much difpleafed with the Secreta- 
ry's averment, the bulinefs was no more prefled : but 
it being near five of the clock in the afternoon, and 
every body weary, it was willingly confented to that 
the Houfe fhould be adjourned till the next morning. 
Both Sir Henry Vane, and the Solicitor General, 
(whofe opinion was of more weight with the King 

than 
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than the others) had made a worfe reprefentation of 
the humour and afiedion of the Houfe than it de« 
fervedy and undertook to know^ that if they came 
together again^ they would pafs fuch a vote againfk 
Ship-money, as would blaft that revenue and other 
branches of the receipt ; which others believed they 
would not have had the confidence to have attempted; 
and very few, that they would have had the credit to 
have compafied. What followed in the next Parlia- 
ment, within lefs than a year, made it believed, that 
Sir Henry Vane aAed that part maliciouily, and to 
bring all into confulion ; he being known to have an 
implacable hatred againft the Earl of Strafford, Lieu- 
tenant of Ireland, whofe deflrudtion was then upon the 
anvil. But what tranfported the Solicitor, who had none 
of the ends of the other, could not be imagined, except 
it was his pride and peevifhnefs, when he found that 
he was like to be of lefs authority there, than he looked 
to be ; and yet he was heard with great attention, 
though his part3 were moft prevalent in puzzling and 
perplexing that difcourfe he meant to crofs. Let their 
motives be what they would, they two, and they only, 
wrought fo £a.r with the King, that, without fo much 
deliberation as the affair was worthy of, his Majefty 
the next morning, which was on the fifth of May, 
near a month after their firfl meeting, fent for the- 
Speaker to attend him, and took care that he fhould 
go direAly to the Houfe of Peers, upon fome appre- 
henfion that if he had gone to the Houfe of Com- 
mons, that Houfe would have entered upon fome in- 
grateful difcourfe ; which they were not inclined to 
do ; and then fending for that Houfe to attend him, 
the Keeper, by his Majefly's command, diiTolved therhcPwiia. 
Parliament. Sfv^'^^ 

There 
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There could not a greater damp have felzed upon 
the fpirits of the whole nation, than this diilblution 
caufed ; and men had much of the mifery in view, 
which fhortly after fell out. It could never be hoped, 
that more fober and difpaifionate men would ever 
meet together in that place, or fewer who brought ill 
purpofes with them ; nor could any man imagine 
what offence they had given, which put the King 
upon that refolution. But it was obferved, that in the 
countenances of thofe who had moft oppofed all that 
was defired by his Majefly, there was a marvellous Ic- 
renity ; nor could they conceal the joy of their hearts : 
for they knew enough of what was to come, to con-- 
elude that the King would be fliortly compelled to 
call another Parliament; and they were as fure, that 
fo many fo unbiafled men would never be ele<5led 
again. 

Within an hour after the diffolving, Mr. Hyde met 
Mr. Saint-John, who had naturally a great cloud in 
his face, and very feldom was known to fmile, but 
then had a moft cheerful afpe6l, and feeing the other 
melancholic, as in truth he was from his heart, aiked 
him, " What troubled him ?" who anfwered, «^ That 
*' the fame that troubled* him, he believed, troubled 
" moft good men ; that in fuch a time of confuiion, 
" fo wife a Parliament, which alone could have found 
" remedy for it, was fo unfeafonably difmifled :" the 
other anfwered with a little warmth, " That all was 
" well : and that it muft be worfe, before it could be 
" better ; and that this Parliament could never have 
** done what was neceflary to be done ;'* as indeed it 
would not, what he and his friends thought neceflary. 
The King's The King, when he had better refledled upon what 
itTftw- °' was like to fall out, and was better informed of the 
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temper and duty of the Houfe of Commons, and that 

they had voted a fupply, if Sir Henry Vane had not 

hindered it by fo pofitive a declaration that his Ma- 

jefty would refufe it, was heartily forry for what he had 

done ; declared with great anger, ** That he had never 

" given him fuch authority ; and that he knew well that 

*' the giving him any fupply would have been welcome 

" to him, becaufe the reputation of liis fubjedls aflifting 

" him in that conjundture was all that he looked for and 

" conCdered." He confulted the fame day, or the next, 

whether he might by his proclamation recall them to 

meet together again : but finding that impoffiblc, he 

fell roundly to find out all expedients for the raifing of 

money, in which he had fo wonderful fuccefs, that, in 

lefs than three weeks, by the voluntary loan of the 

particular Lords of the Council, and of other private 

Gentlemen about the city, fomfe relating to the Court, 

and others ftrangers to it, there was no lefs than three 

hundred thoufand pounds paid into the Exchequer to 

oe iffued out as his Majefty fhould direct : a fum 

that fufficiently manifefts the plenty of that time, 

and greater than moft princes in Europe could have 

commanded in fo fhort a time ; and was an unanfwer- 

able evidence, that the hearts of his fubjefts were not 

then aliened from their duty to the King, or a juft 

jcaloufy for his honour. 

All diligence was ufed in making levies, in which An anny 
few of the general ofl[icers which had been employed^*'* ' 
the year before were made ufe of; though it was great 
pity that the Ear? of Effex was not again taken in ; 
which had infallibly preferved him from fwerving from 
his duty, and he would have difcharged his truft with 
courage and fidelity, and therefore probably with fuc- ' 

cefs : 



220 THE HISTORY Book 11. 

cc{s : but he was of a haughty fpirit, and did not 
think his laft fummer*s fervice fo well requited, that 
he was carneftly to folicit for another office ; though 
there is no doubt but he would have accepted it, if it 
had been offered. 
The Earl of A General was appointed, the Earl of Northumber- 
b«und"*' land i and the Lord Conway General of the Horfe 5 
aaai!^^ which made the great officers of the former year, the 
Earl of Arundel, the Earl of EfTex, and the Earl of 
Holland, (who thought themfelves free from any ovcr- 
iights that had been committed), more capable of in- 
fufions by thofe who were ready to work according 
to the occurrences upon their feveral conftitutions. 
But the reputation of the Earl of Northumberland, 
who had indeed arrived at a wonderful general efli- 
mation, was believed to be moft inftrumental in it : 
and the Lord Conway was thought an able foldier, 
And of great parts. Befides, the Earls of EflTex and 
Holland were thought lefs governable by thofe coun- 
cils to which the main was then to be entrufted, the 
Earl of Strafford bearing a part in them ; to whom 
the firfl was very averfe, and the latter irreconcilea- 
ble. 

Difpatches were fent into Ireland to quicken the 
preparations there, which the Earl had left in a ^reat 
forwardnefs, under the care of the Earl of Ormond, 
his Lieutenant-Gfeneral : moneys iffued out for the 
levies of horfe and foot there, and for the making a 
train : all which were as well advanced as, confider- 
ing the general difcompofure, could be reafonably 
cxpedled. 

The King, the Earl of Northumberland, and the 
Earl of Strs^ord, thought they had well provided for 

the 
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the worft in making of the Lord Conway to be Gene-Thc^rd 
ral of the Horfe : a man very dear to the two Earls ; General of 
and indeed, by a very extraordinary fate, he had got 
a very particular intereft and efteem in many worthy 
men of very different qualifications. He had been 
born a foldier in his father's garrifon of the Brill, 
when he was Grovemor there ; and bred up, in feveral 
commands, under the particular care of the Lord 
Vere, whofe nephew he was j and though he was mar- 
ried young, when his father was Secretary of State, 
there was no adlion of the Englifh either at fea or 
land, in which he had not a coniiderable command ; 
and always preferved a more than ordinary reputation, 
in fpite of fome great infinnities, which ufe to be a 
great allay to the credit of aftive men ; for he was a 
voluptuous man in eating and drinking, and of great 
licence in all other excelTes, and yet was very accepta- 
ble to the ftridteft and the gravefl men of all con- 
ditions. And which was ftranger than all this, he had 
always (from his pleafure, to which his nature excef-* 
lively inclined him, and from his profeilion, in which 
he. was diligent enough) referved fo much time for hift 
books and ftudy, that he was well verfed in all parts 
of learning, at leaft appeared like fuch a one in all oc* 
cafions, and in the beil companies. He was of a very 
plealant and inoffenfive converfation, whjich made 
him generally very acceptable : fo that the Court be* 
. ing at that time full of fedion, very few loving one 
another, or thofe who reforted to any who were not 
loved by them, he alone was even domeflic with all, 
and not fufpecfted by either of the lords or the 
ladies fa<ftions. 

The war was generally thought to be as well pro-^ 
vided for, as, after the \a& year's mifcarriage, it could 

be, 
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be, by his being made General of the Horfe * and no 
man was more pleafed with it than the Archbifhop of 
Canterbury, who had contradled an extraordinary opi- 
nion of this man, and took great delight in his com- 
pany, he being well able to fpeak in the afBiirs of 
the Church, and taking care to be thought by him 
a very zealous defender of it ; when they who knew 
him better, knew he had no kind of fenfe of religion, 
and thought all was alike. He was fent down with 
the firft troops of horfe and foot which were le^ed, 
to the borders of Scotland, to attend the motion of 
the enemy, and had a ilrength fuificient to ftop them, 
if they ihould attempt to pafs the river, which was 
not fordable in above one or two places, there being 
good garrifons in Berwick and Carlifle. And in this 
pofhire he lay near Newburn in the outfkirts of 
Northumberland. 

* Whilft thcfe things were thus publicly a<5tcd, pri- 
vate agitations were not lefs vigoroufly intended. The 
treaty and pacification of the former year had given 
an opportunity of forming correfpondences, and con* 
triv4ng deiigns, which before had been more clandef- 
tine ; and the late meeting in Parliament had brought 
many together, who could not otherwife have met, 
and difcovered humours and affedbions, which could 
not elfe have been fo eaiily communicated. The Court 
was full of £si£lioii and animofity^ each man more in- 
tending the ruin of his adverfary> and fatisfying his 
private malice, than advancing his Mafter's fervice, or 
complying with his public duty, and to that purpofe di^ 
re£ling all their endeavours, and forming all their in- 
tercourfc ; whilft every man unwifely thought him 
whom he found an enemy to his enemies, a friend to 
all his other afFedlions s or rather by the namownefs 

of 
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of his underftanding, and extent of his paillon, con- 
tradled all his other afFediions to that one of revenge. 
And by this means thofe emiiTaries and agents for 
the confufion which was to follow were furnifhed 
with opportunity and art to entangle all thofe (and 
God knows they were a great many) who were tranf- 
ported with thofe vulgar and vile conliderations : 
cheap, fenfelefs libels were fcattered about the city, 
and fixed upon gates and public remarkable places, 
traducing and vilifying thofe who were in higheft trufl: 
and employment : tumults were raifed, and all licence 
both in adVions and words taken ; infomuch as a rab* 
ble of mean, unknown, diifolute perfons, to the number 
offome thoufands, attempted the houfe of the Lord a tumult 
Archbilhop of Canterbury at Lambeth, with open beth Houfe! 
profeffion and proteilation, *^ that they would tear 
*^ him in pieces ;*' which (though one of that rabble, a 
failor, was apprehended and executed in Southwark, 
upon an indi<5lment of high treafon) was fo juft a 
caufe of terror, that the Archbiihop, by the King*s 
command, lodged for fome days and nights in White* 
hall ; which place likewife was not imthreatened in 
their feditious meetings and difcourfes. This in&- 
mous, fcandalous, headlefs infurredlion, quafhed by 
the deferved death of that one varlet, was not thought 
to be contrived or fomented by any perfons of qua- 
lity: yet it was difcourfed ajfter in the Houfe of 
Commons by Mr. Strode (one of thofe Ephori who 
moft avowed the curbing and fupprefiing of Majefty) 
with much pleafure and content; and it was men- 
tioned in the firft draught of the firft remonftrance 
(when the fame was brought in by Mr. Pym) not 
without a touch of approbation, which was for that 

reafon 
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feafon fomewhat altered^ though it ftill carried no- 
thing of cenfure upon it in that piece. 

Things ftanding thus both in Court and City, and 
the Scots preparing with great induftry for invalion, 
&nd we, at leaft, for a defence, on a fudden the Lord 
Lowden (who before was laid to be committed for de- 
liring proteftion and aid from the Prenclji King, by a 
letter under his hand) was difchai^d from his impri-- 
fonment; without imparting that refolution to the 
Council ; and after a few days admittance and kind 
reception at Whitehall, was difmifled into Scotland y 
his authority and power with that people being as con* 
iiderable as any man*s, and his condud as neceflary for 
the enterprizes they had in hand. This ilratagem was 
never underftood, and was then variously fpoken of; 
many believing he had imdertaken great matters for 
the King in Scodand, and to quiet that diftemper: 
others, that it was an a<% entirely compafled .by the 
Marquis of Hamilton, who was like to ftand ianeed 
of great fupporters, by that extraordinary obligation 
to endear himfdf with that nation ; or to communi- 
cate fomewhat to that nation, if his condition before 
were fo good that it needed no endearment. They 
who publiihed their thoughts leaft, made no fcrujde 
of faying, ^^ that if the policy were good and neceiia- 
" ry of his firfl commitment, it feemed as juff and 
*^ prudent to have continued him in that reftraint.'* 

The progrefs in the King's advance for Scodand 
was exceedingly hindered by the great and dsuigerous 
ficknefs of the Earl of Northumberland the Genera!, 
whofe recovery was either totally defpaired of by the 
Phyfician, or pronounced to be expeftcd very flow- 
ly ; fo that there would be no poilibility for him to 

perform 



OF THE REBELLION, &c. 225 

perfbrm the fervice of the north : wh(5reupon he fent 
to the King, to delire that he would make choice of 
another General, And though the Lord Conway in 
all his letters fent advertifement, " that the Scots had 
" not advanced their preparations to that degree, that 
" they would be able to march that year," yet the 
King had much better intelligence that they were in 
readinefs to move ; and fo concluded, that it was ne- 
ceflary to fend another General ; and defigned the 
Earl of Strafford for that command, and to leave the 
forces in Ireland, which were raifed to make a diver- 
lion in Scotland, to be governed by the Earl of Or- 
mond. The Earl of Strafford was fcarce recovered 
from a great licknefs, yet was willing to undertake the 
charge, out of pure indignation to fee how few men 
were forward to ferve the King with that vigour of 
mind they ought to do i but knowing well the ma- 
licious deiigns which were contrived againft-- himfelf, 
he would rather ferve as Lieutenant-General under 
the Earl of Northumberland, than that he ihould re- 
fign his commiilion : and fo, with and under that 
qualification, he made all pofiible haHe towards the 
north, before he had Hrength enough for the journey. 

But before he could arrive with the army, that in- The Lord 
famous irreparable rout at Newburn was fallen out ; ,oJtcd at 
where the enemy marched at a time and place, when ^'*^^^"'^"' 
and where they were expefted, through a river deep 
though fordable, and up a hill, where our army was 
ranged to receive them: through thofe difficulties and 
difadvantages, without giving or taking any blows, (for 
the five or fix men of ours who were killed, fell by 
their cannon, before the paffing of the river), they put 
our whole army to the mofl ihameful and confound- 
ing flight that was ever heard of^ our foot making 

VOL. X. a no 
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nd lefs haftc from Newcaftle, than our horfe from 
Newburn ; both leaving the honour, and a great deal 
of the wealth of the kingdom, ariling from the coal« 
mines, to thofe who had not confidence enough (not-* 
withftanding the evidence they had feen of our fear) 
to pofl'efs that town in two days after j not believing 
it poflible that fuch a place, which was able to have 
maintained the war alone fome time, could be £o 
kindly quitted to them : the Lord Conway never af- 
ter turning his face towards the enemy, or doing any 
thing like a commander, though his troops were 
quickly brought together again, without the lofs of a 
dozen men, and were fo afhamed of their flight, that 
they were very willing as well as able to have taken 
what revenge they would upon the enemy, who were 
poiTeifed with all the fears imaginable^ and would 
hardly believe their own fuccefs, till they were aifured 
that the Lord Conway witli all his army refted quietly 

The Scots in Durham, and then they prefumed to enter into 

;n^4^" Newcaftle. 

But it feemed afterwards to be a full vindication of 
the honour of the nation, that, from this in&mous 
defeat at Newburn, to the laft entire conqueft of Scot- 
land by Cromwell, the Scots army fcarce performed 
one fignal adion againft the Engliih, but were always 
beaten by great inequality of numbers as oft as they 
encountered^ if they were not fupported by Engliih 
troops. 

In this pofture the Earl of StrafFord found the army 
about Durham, bringing with him a body much 
broken with his late licknefs, which was not clearly 
Ihaken off, and a mind and temper confeffing the 
dregs of it, which being marvelloufly provoked and 
inflamed with indignation at the late diihonour, ren* 

dered 
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dered him lefs gracious^ that is^ lefs inclined to make 

himfelf fo, to the officers, upon his firft entrance into 

his charge ; it may be, in that mafs of diforder, not 

quickly difcerning to whom kindnefs and refpeft was 

juftly due. But thofe who by this time no doubt 

were retained for that purpofe, took that opportunity 

to incenfe the army againft him ; and fo far prevailed 

in it, that in a fhort time it was more enflamed againft 

him than againft the enemy ; and was willing to have 

their want of courage imputed to cxcefs of con- 

fcience^ and that their being not fatisfied in the 

grounds of the quarrel was the only caufe that they 

fought no better. In this indifpofition in all parts, 

the Earl found it neceflary to retire with the army to 

the ikirts of Yorkfhire, and himfelf to York, (whither The King«» 

the King was to come), leaving Northumberland and tieaHnXto- 

the bifhopric of Durham to be poffefled by the vic-'"'^^"*' 

tors ; who being abundantly fatisfied with what they 

never hoped to poifefs, made no hafte to advance 

their new conquefts. 

It was very much wondered at, that the Earl of 
Strafford, upon his firft arrival at the army, called no . 
perfons to a council of war for that ihameful bufinefs 
of Newburn,* or the more ihameful quitting of New- 
caftle, (where were not ten barrels of mufquet-bul- 
lets, nor moulds to make any ; the enemy having 
been long expeAcd there, and our army not lefs than 
a month in that town ; time enough, if nothing had 
been done before, to have made that place tenable for 
a longer time than it could have been diftreffed.) 
Whether the Earl faw that it would not have been in 
his power to have proceeded finally, and cxemplarily 
upon that inquifition, and therefore chofe rather not - 
to enter upon it j or whether he found the guik to bo 
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fo involved, that though fome Were more obnoxious, 
few were unfaulty ; or whether he plainly difcerned 
to what the whole tended, and fo would not trouble 
himfelf further in difcovering of that, which, inftead 
of a reproach, might prove a benefit to the perfons 
concerned ; I know not : but public examination it 
never had. 

The Scots needed. not now advance their progrefs j 
their game was in the hands (no prejudice to their 
fkill) of better gamefters, Befides, they were not 
to make the leaft inroad, or to do the leaft trefpafs to 
their neighbours of Yorklhire; who were as folici- 
tous, that, by any accefs or concurrence of the ftrength 
of that large county, they ftiould not be driven far- 
ther back ; and therefore, infteld of drawing their 
trained bands together (wliich of themfelves would 
have been a greater or better army than was to con- 
tend with them) to defend their county, of the perfon 
of the King then with them, they prepared petitions 
of advice and good counfel to him to call a Parliar 
ment, and to remove all other grievances but the 
Scots. At the fame time fome Lords from London (of 
known and iince publifHed affeftions to tliat inva- 
fion) attended his Majefty at York with a petition, 
figncd by others^ eight or ten in the whole, who were 
craftily perfuaded by the liegers there, Mr. Pym, 
Mr. Hambden, and Mr. Saint-John, to concur in it, 
being full of duty and modefty enough; without con- 
iidering, that nothing elfe at that time could have 
done mifchief ; and fo fufFered themfelves to be made 
inftrumenta towards thofe ends, which in truth they 
abhorred. 

In thefe diftraftions and difcompofures, between an 
enemy proud and infolent in fuccefs, an army cor- 
rupted. 
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rupted, or at leaft difheartened, a county mutmoui 
and inclined to the rebels, at leaft not inclined to re- 
duce them, and a Court InfeAed with all three, the 
King could not but find himfelf in great ftraits ; be- 
fides that his treafure, which had hitherto kept that 
which was beft from being worfe, was quite fpent. 
The raifing and difbanding the firft army fo unfortu- 
nately and wretchedly, had coft full three hundred 
thoufand pounds, which the good hufbandry of the 
minifters of the revenue had treafured up for an emer- 
gent occafion; and the borrowing fo much money 
for the raifing and fupplying this latter army had 
drawn afiSgnments and anticipations upon the revenue 
to that degree, that there was not left wherewithal to 
defray the neceflary expence of the King's houfehold. 
A Parliament would not be eafily thought of, on this 
confideration, that it could not come together fpee- 
dily enough to prevent that mifchief, to whicli it 
Ihould be chiefly applied : for if we were not then in 
a condition to defend ourfclves, in forty days (the 
fooneft a Parliament could meet) an army elate with, 
viftory, when no town was fortified, or pafs fecured, 
might nm over the kingdom; efpecially the people 
being every where fo like to bid them welcome. 

Anew invention (not before heard of, that is, fo a great 
old, that it had not been praflifed in fome hundreds Sl^P^ej," 
of years) was thought of, to call a great Council of all [^"^^"^ 
the Peers of England to meet and attend his Majefty 
at York, that by their advice that great affair might 
be the more profperoufly managed. Whether it was 
then conceived, that the honour of the King and 
kingdom being fo vifibly upon the ftage, thofe 
branches of honour, which could not outlive the root, 
^ould undoubtedly refcue and prefervc it ; or whe- 
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thcr it was believed, that upon fo extraordinary an 
occaiion the Peers would fuf&ce to raife money ; as 
it was in that meeting propofed by one of them, 
" That they might give fublidies :" whether the ad- 
vice was given by thofe who had not the confidence 
in plain terms to propofe a Parliament, but were con- 
fident that would produce one ; or whether a Parlia-- 
ment was then refolved on, and they called to be 
obliged by it, and fo to be obliged to fome fober un- 
dertaking in it; or what other ground or intention 
there was of that Council, was never known : or whe- 
ther indeed it was refolved out of trouble and agony 
of afl[ii<ftcd thoughts, becaufe no other way occurred : 
but fuch a refolution was taken, and writs immediately 
iffued imder the Great Seal of England to all the 
Peers to attend his Majefly at York within twenty 
d^ys ; and preparations were made in all places ac- 
cordingly. 
The ftatc Whilft the Lords are on their way thither, it will 
Court at not be amifs to confider the general ftate of afiairs ih 
time, ^j^^^ time, and the perfons to whom the managing the 
public buiineis was principally then, and for fome 
time had been, intrufted ; that fo, upon view of the 
materials, we may be the better enabled to guefs how 
thofe dexterous workmen were like to employ them- 
felves. It hath been laid already, that, upon the dif« 
folution of the Parliament but four months before^ 
the Lords of the Council beftirred themfelves in le- 
vying the Ship-money, and lending great fums of mo- 
ney for the war. 
The Con- The Convocatiou-Houfe (the regular and legal af- 

vocation . 

continued fcmbUng of the Clergy) cuftomarily beginning and 
ParUainent: ending with Parliaments, was, after the determination 
no*^?^*' of the laft, by a new writ continued, and late for the 

fpacc 
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fpace of above a month under the. proper title of a 
Synod ; made canons, which was thought it might 
do; and gave fublidies out of Parliament, and en- 
joined oaths, which certainly it might not do : in a 
word, did many things, which in the beft of times 
might have been queftioned, and therefore were fare 
to be condemned in tiie worft ; (what fuel it was to 
the fire that enfued, Ihall be mentioned in its place) ; 
and drew the fame prejudice upon the whole body of 
the Clergy, to«0vhich before only fome few Clergymen 
were expofed. 

TJie Papift^lUdfor many years enjoyed a great ]^?p*p»^' 
calmt being upon the matter abfolved from the fe-boidnef* 
Tereft parts of the law, and difpenfed with for the time, 
gentleft j and were grown only a part of the revenue, 
without any probable danger of being made a facri- 
iice to the law. They were looked upon as good 
fubjedts at Court, and as good neighbours in^ the 
Country ; all the reftraints and reproaches of former 
times being forgotten. But they were not prudent 
managers of this profperity, being too elate and tranf- 
ported with the protedion and connivance they re- 
ceived : though I am perfuaded their numbers in- 
creafed not, their pomp and boldnefs did to that de- 
gree, that, as if they afFedted to be thought dangerous 
to the State, they appeared more publicly, entertained 
and urged conferences more avowedly, than had been( 
before known: they reforted at common hours to 
mafs to Somerfet floufe, and returned thence in great 
multitudes, with the fame barefacednefs as othera 
came from, the Savoy or other neighbour churches : 
they attempted and fometimes obtained profclytes of 
weak uninformed ladies, with fuch circumftances a^ 
provoked the rage and deftroyed the charity of great 

a 4 and 
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and powerful families, which longed for their fup- 
preflion : tbey grew not only fecret contrivers, but 
public profefled promoters of, and minifters in, the 
mod odious and the moil grievous projects : as in 
that of foap, formed, framed, and executed, by almofk 
a corporation of that religion ; which, under that li- 
cence and notion, might be, and were fufpedled to 
be, qualified for other agitations. The priefts, and 
fuch as were in orders, (orders that in themfelves were 
puniftiable by death), were departed from their for- 
mer modefty and fear, and were as willing to be 
known as to be hearkened to ; infomuch as a Jefuit 
at Paris, who was coming for England, had the bold- 
nefs to vifit the ambaffador there, who knew him to 
be fuch, and, offering his fervice, acquainted him 
with his journey, as if there had been no laws there 
for his reception. And for the moil invidious pro- 
te6lion and counteilance of that whole party, a public 
agent from Rome (firfl Mr. Con, a Scottifh-man ; and 
after him the Count of Rofetti, an Italian) refided at 
London in great port ; publicly vifited the Court ; 
and was avowedly reforted to by the Catholics of all 
conditions, over whom he affumed a particular jurif- 
diAion ; and was carelTed and prefented magnificent- 
ly by the ladies of honour, who inclined to that pro- 
feflion. They had likewife, with more noife and va-* 
nity than prudence would have admitted, made pub- 
lic collections of money to a conliderable fum, upon 
fome recommendations from the Qtieen, and to be by 
her Majefly prefented as a freewill -ofi^ering from his 
Roman -Catholic fubjecSls to the King, for the carry-^ 
ing on the war againft the Scots 5 which drew upon 
them the rage of that nation, with little devotion and 
reverence to the Queen herfclf ; as if Ihe defired to 

fup- 
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fupprefs the Proteftant religion in one kingdom as 
well as the other, by the arms of the Roman Catholics. 
To conclude, they carried themfelves fo, as if they 
had been fubomed by the Scots to root out their own 
religion. 

The bulk and burthen of the State affairs, whereby ThcpcifoM 
the envy attended them likewife, lay principally upon pofmg thJ 
the Ihoulders of the Lord Archbifhop of Canterbury, Sf*S^"* 
the Earl of Strafford, and the Lord Cottington ; fome 
others being joined to them, as the Earl of Northum- 
berland for ornament, the Lord Bifhop of London for 
his place, being Lord High Treafurcr of England, the 
two Secretaries, Sir Henry Vane and Sir Francis Win- 
debank, forfervice and communication of inteiligence; 
only the Marquis of Hamilton indeed, by his Ikill 
and intereft, bore as great a part as he had a mind to 
do, and had the ikill to meddle no farther than he had 
a mind. Thefe perfons made up the Committee of 
State, (which was reproachfully after called the Jun£iOy 
and envioufly then in the Court the Cabinet Council)^ 
who were upon all occalions, when the Secretaries re- 
ceived any extraordinary intelligence, or were to make 
any extraordinary difpatch, or as often otherwife as was 
thought fit, to meet: whereas the body of the Coimcil 
obfcrved fet days and hours for their meeting, and 
came not elfe together except fpecially fummoned. 

But, as I faid before, the weight and the env}^ of allxhe Arciw 
great matters refled upon the three firfl. The Arch-^ter-"^ 
bilhop, befides the fole difpofal of whatfoever con-^**^" 
cerncd the Church, which was an invidious province, 
having been from the death of the Earl of Portland 
(at which time he was made Commiflioner of the 
Treafury) more engaged in the civil bufinefs, than I 
am perfuaded he deiired to be \ and throughout the 

whole 
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whole bufinefs paffionately concerned for the Church 
of Scotland, and fo, converiant in thofe trania^tions : 
by all which means, beiides that he had ufually about 
him an uncourtly quicknefs, if not Iharpnefs, and did 
not fufficiently value what men laid or thought of 
him ; a more than ordinary prejudice and uncharita- 
blenefs was contracted againft him; to which the 
new canons, and the circumftances in making them, 
made no fmall addition. 
The Earl of The Earl of Strafford had for the fpace of almoft 
Strafford. ^^ y^^r^ entirely governed Ireland, where he had been 
compelled, upon reafon of ftate, to exercife many aAs 
of power ; and had indulged fome to his own appetite 
and paiCon, as in the cafes of the Lord Chancellor, 
and the Lord Mount-Norris ; the firft of which was 
Jiilis pro imperial but the latter, if it had not concerned 
a perfon notorioufly unbeloved, and fo the more un- 
pitied, would have been thought the moft extrava^nt 
piece of fovereignty, tliat in a time of peace had 
been ever executed by any fubjeA. When and why 
he was called out of Ireland to aiRft in council here, 
I have touched before. He was a man of too high 
and fevere a deportment, and too great a contentmer 
of ceremony, to have many friends at Court, and 
therefore could not but have enemies enough: he had 
two that profeifed it, the Earl of Holland, and Sir 
Henry Vane : the firft could never forget or forgive a 
iharp fudden faying of his, (for I cannot call it coun** 
fel or advice), when there had been fome difference a 
few years before between his Lordfhip and the Lord 
Wefton, in the managing whereof the Earl of Hol- 
land was confined to his houfe, ^' That the King 
" ihould do well to cut off his head :" which had 
been aggravated (if fuch an injury were capable of 

aggravation) 
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aggravation) by a fucceifion of difcoUntenances mu<^ 
tually performed between them to that time. Sir Henry 
Vane had not far to look back to the time that the 
Earl had with great earneftnefs oppofed his being 
made Secretary, and prevailed for above a month's de- 
lay; which, though it was done with great reafon and 
juftice by the Earl, on the behalf of an old fellow- 
fervant, and his very good friend Sir John Coke, (who 
was to be, and afterwards was, removed to let him in), 
yet the juftice to the one lelfened not the fenfe of un- 
kindnefs to the other : after which, or about the fame 
time, (which it may be made the other to be the more 
virulently remembered) being to be made Earl of 
Strafford, he would needs in that patent have a new 
creation of a Barony, and was made Baron of Raby, a 
houfe belonging to Sir Henry Vane, and an honour 
he made account ihould belong to himfelf ; which was 
an adt of the moft unneceffary provocation (though 
he contemned the man with marvellous fcorn) that I 
have known^ and I believe was the chief occaiion of 
the lofs of his head. To thefe a third adverfary (like 
to be more pernicious than the other two) was added, ^ 
the Earl of EiTex, naturally enough diiinclined to his 
perfon, his power, and his parts, upon fome rough 
carris^e of the Earl of Stiafibrd's towards the late Earl 
of Saint Alban's, to whom he had a friendfhip, and 
therefore openly profefled to be revenged. Laftly, 
he had an enemy more terrible than all the other, 
and like to be more fatal, the whole Scottilh nation, 
provoked by the declaration he had procured of Ire- 
land, and fome high carriage and exprellions of his 
agsdnft them in that kingdom. So tllat he had reafon 
to expedk as hard meafure from fuch popular councils 
as he law were like to be in requeft, as all thofe difad- 

yantages 
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vantages could create towards him. And yet no 
doubt his confidence was fo great in himfelf^ and in 
the form of juftice, (which he could not fufpedt would 
be fo totally confounded), that he never apprehended 
a greater cenfure than a fequeftration from all public 
employments, in which it is probable he had abun- 
dant fatiety : and this confidence could not have pro- 
ceeded (confidering the full knowledge he had of his 
judges) but from a proportionable ftock of, and latif- 
fadlion in, his own innocence. 
The LoM The Lord Cottington, though he was a very wife 
^*"'man, yet having fpent the grcateft part of his life in 
Spain, and fo having been always fubjeft to the unpopu* 
lar imputation of being of the Spanifh fadlion, indeed 
was better fkilled to make his Mailer great abroad, 
than gracious at home ; and being Chancellor of the 
Exchequer from the time of the difTolution of the 
Parliament in the fourth year, had his hand in many 
hard ihifts for money ; and had the difadvantage of 
being fufpefted at leaft a favourer of the papifts, 
(though that religion thought itfelf nothing behold- 
ing to him), by which he was in great umbrage with 
the people : and then though he were much lefs hated 
than either of the other two, and the lefs, becaufe 
there was nothing of kindnefs between the Archbi- 
ihop and him ; and indeed very few particulars of mo- 
ment could be proved againft him : yet there were 
two objeAions againft him, which rendered him as 
odious as any to the great reformers ; the one, that he 
was not to be reconciled to or made ufe of in any of 
their defigns ; the other, that he had two good of- 
fices, without the having of which their reformation 
could not be perfeft : for befides being Chancellor of 
the Exchequer, he was likcwife Mafler of the Wards, 

and 
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and hiad raifed the revenue of that Court to the King 
to be much greater than it had ever been before his 
adminiftration ; by which hufbandry, all the rich fa^ 
milies of England, of Noblemen and Grentlemen, were 
exceedingly incenfed, and even indevoted to the 
Crown, looking upon what the law had intended for 
their prefervation, to be now applied to their deftruc- 
tion ; and therefore refolved to take the firft opportu- 
nity to ravifh that jewel out of the royal diadem, 
though it were faftened there by the known law, upon 
as unqueftionable a right, as the fubjeft enjoyed any- 
thing that was mofk his own. 

The Marquis of Hamilton, if he had been then The Mtr- 
weighed in the fcales of the people's hatred^ was atHamUton. 
that time thought to be in greater danger than any 
one of the other ; for he had more enemies, and fewer 
friends, in Court or Country, than any of the other. 
His intereft in the King's affedlion was at leaft equal, 
and thought to.be fuperior to any man's; and he 
had received as invidious inftances^ and marks of 
thofe aiSsAions. He had more outfaced the law in 
bold projefts and preffures upon the people, than any 
other man durfl have prefumed to do, as efpecially in 
the projects of wine and iron ; about the laft of which, 
and the moft grofs, he had a Iharp conteft with the 
Lord Coventry, (who was a good wreftler too), and at 
laft compelled him to let it pafs the feal : the entire 
profit of which always reverted to himfelf, and to 
fuch as were his penfioners. He had been the fole 
manager of the bufinefs of Scotland till the pacifica- 
tion ; the readieft man, though then abfent, to advife 
that pacification, and the moft vifible author of the 
breach of it. Laftly, the difcoveries between the Lord 
Mackey and David Ramfay, by which the Marquis 

was 
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wad accufed of defigning to make himfelf King of 
Scotland, were frefh in many men^s memories^ and the 
late pail^es in that kingdom had revived it in others; 
fo that he might reafonably have expe Aed as ill a pre- 
(age for himfelf from thofe fortune-tellers^ as the moil 
melancholic of the other : but as he had been always 
moft careful and folicitous for himfelf, fo he was moil 
iikely to be appreheniive on his own behalf^ and to 
provide accordingly. 

And here I cannot omit a ftory^ which I received 
from a very good hand, by which his great fubtilty 
and induftry for himfelf may appear, and was indeed 
as great a piece of art (if it were art) as I believe will 
be foimd amongil the modem politicians. After the 
calling the Council of the Peers at York was refolved 
upon, and a little before the time of their appearance, 
the Marquis came to the King, and with fome cloudi* 
nefs (which was not unnatural) and trouble in his 
countenance, he deiired his Majeffy to give him leave 
to travel : the King furprifed was equally troubled at 
it, and demanded his reafon : he told him, *^ He well 
** forefaw a florm, in which his fhipwreck was moil 
^* probable amongft others ; and that he, never hav- 
'* ing any thing before his eyes but his Majefty's fer- 
** vice, or in his vows, but an entire fimple obedience 
'^ to his commands, might happily, by his own unikil* 
** fiilnefs in what was fit by any other rule, be more 
*^ obnoxious than other men ; and therefore, that, 
** with his Majefty*s leave, he would withdraw him- 
*^ felf from the hazard at leail of that tempeft/' The 
King, moil gracioufly inclined to him, bid him '' be 
<* mofl confident, that though he might (which he 
♦* was refolved to do) gratify his people with any rea- 
<< fonable indulgence, he. would never fail his good 

« fer- 
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«* fervants in that protection which they had equal 

*^ reafon to expedl from him.** The Marquis with 

fome quicknefs replied, '^^ that the knowledge of that 

^^ gracious difpofition in his Majefty was the princi^ 

^^ pal caufe that he beibught leave to be abfent ; and 

" diat otherwife he would not fo far defert his own 

^^ innocence, which he was fure could be only fuUied 

*^ and difcredited with infirmities ^d indifcretions, 

'^not tainted or de&ced with defign and malice. 

^^ But (&id he) I know your Majefty*s goodnefs wilt 

" interpofe for me to your own prejudice : and 1 will 

*^ rather run any fortune, from whence I may again 

" return to ferve you, than be (as I forefee I fhould be) 

'^ fo inunediate a caufe of damage and mifchief to fo 

" royal a Mafter.'^ He told him, ** that he knew 

^ there were no lefs fetal arrows aimed at the Arch- 

*^ bilhop of Canterbury and the Earl of StraiFoid than 

^^ at himfelf ; and that he had advertifed the firft, and 

" advifed the laft, to take the fame courfe of with* 

'^ drawing whereby he meant to fecure himfelf : but 

*^ (be faid) the Earl was too great-hearted to fear, and 

'* he doubted the other was too bold to fly.^ 

The King was much difturbed with the probability 
and reafon of what was faid ; which the other as foon 
obfcrving, " There is (faid he) one way by which I 
" might fecure myfelf without leaving the kingdom, 
" and by which your Majefty, as thefe times are like 
" ^0 S% might receive fome advantage : but it is fo 
^^ contrary to my nature, and will be fo fcandalous to 
** my honour in the opinion of men, that, for my own 
" part, I had rather run my fortune." His Majelly, 
glad that fuch an expedient might be found (as being 
unwilling to hazard his {afety againft fo much reafon 
as had been fpoken, by compelling him to fiay -, and 

as 
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lis unwilling, by fuffering hiin to go^ to confefs an ap- 
prehenfion that he might be impofed upon) impa- 
tiently aikedy " What that way was ?'* The Marquis 
replied, " That he oiight endear himfelf to the other 
^* party by protniling his fervice to them, and fecm- 
^^ ing to concur with them in opinions and defigns ; 
^^ the which he had reafon to believe tl^e principal 
" perfons would not be avcrfe to, in hope that his 
** fuppofed intcreft in his Majefty's opinion might be 
" looked upon as of moment to them for their parti- 
" cular reconunendations. But, he laid, this he knew 
" would be looked upon with fo much jealoufy by 
^^ other men, and fhortly with that reproach, that he 
" might by degrees be leffened even in his Majefty's 
^* own truft ; and therefore it was a province he had 
*^ no mind to undertake :'* and fo renewed his fuit 
again very earneftly for leave to travef. 

The King, for the reafons aforefaid, much delighted 
with this expedient, and believing likewife, that in 
truth he might by this means frequently receive in- 
formations of great ufe, and having a lingular efteem 
of the fidelity and afieflion of the Marquis, told hint 
pofitively, " That he Ihould not leave him ; that he 
^^ was not only contented, but commanded him to in- 
^^ gratiate himfelf by any means with the other peo- 
** pie j" and alTured him " that it Ihould not be in 
*^ any body's power to infiife the leaft jealoufy of him 
" into his royal breaft." The which refolution his 
Majefty obferved fo conftantly, that the other en- 
joyed the liberty of doing whatfoever he found necef- 
fary for his own behoof; and with wonderful craft 
and low condefcenfions to the ends and the appetites 
of very inferior people, and by feafonable infinua- 
tions to fereral leading perfons (of how different in- 
clinations 



OF THE REBELLION, &c. 241 

clinations foever) of fuch particulars as were grateful 
to thetn, and feemed to advance their diitind): and 
even contrary interefts and pretences, he grew to have 
no lefs credit in the Parliament, than with the Scot- 
tiih Commiifioners ; and was with great vigilance, 
induilry, and dexterity, preferved from apy public 
reproach in thofe charges which ferved to ruin other 
men, and which with more reafon and juftice might 
have been applied to him than any other; and yet 
for a long time he did not incur the jealoufy of the 
King ; to whom he likewife gave many advertife- 
ments, which, if there had been perfons enough who 
would have concurred in prevention, might have 
proved of great ufe. 

^ In this ftate and condition were things and perfons The King 
when the Lords came to York to the great Council inf^c^^cat^ 
September; and the firft day of their meeting (that^^JJI*]^!^*^ 
the counfel naight not feem to arife from them who rcfoiution* 

^ . . to call a 

were refolved to give it, and that the Chieen might p^Uament. 
receive the honour of it ; who, the King faid, had by 
a letter advifed him to it ; as his Majefty exceedingly 
delired to endear her to the people) the King declared 
to them, '^ that he was refolved to call a Parliament 
" to aflemble at Weftminfter the third day of No- 
*' vember following ; which was as foon as was pof- 
** fible." So the firft work was done to their hands, 
and they had now nothing to do but to difpofe mat- 
ters in order againft tliat time, which could not well 
be done without a more overt converfation with the 
Scots. For though there was an intercourfe made, 
yet it paffed for the moft part through hands whom 
the chief had no mind to truft : as the Lord Savile ; 
whom his bitter hatred to the Earl of Strafford, and 
as paflionatc hope of the Prefidentlhip of the North, 
VOL, II. R which 
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Xvhich the Earl had, made applicable to any end ; but 
Qtherwife a perfon of fo ill a fkme^ that many defired 
not to mingle in counfels with him. For, befides his 
no reputation^ they begun now to know that he had 
long held correfpondence with the Scots before their 
coming in, and invited them to enter the kingdom 
with an army ; in order to which, and to raiie his own 
credit, he had counterfeited the hands of fome other 
Lords, and put their names to fome undertakings of 
joining with the Scots ; and therefore they were re- 
folved to take that negociation out of his hands, (with- 
out drawing any prejudice upon him for his prefump*- 
tion), which they had quickly an opportunity to do* 
The Scots For the firft day of the Lords meeting, a petition is 
Rlos*?u^nprefented to his Majefty full of dutiful and humble 
I^po?^^ expreffions from the Scots, who well knew their time, 
aiRippon. ^jjj y^^^ always (how rough and undutiful focver their 
actions were) given the King as good and as fubmif- 
fivt words as can be imagined. This petition, full of 
as much fubmifiion as a vidory itfelf could produce, 
(as was urged by fome Lords), could not but beget a 
treaty, and a treaty was refolved on fpeedily to be at 
Kippon, a place in the King's quarters: but then, 
Ipecial care was taken, by caution given to his Ms^ef- 
ty, that no fuch ungracious perfons might be intrufbed 
by him in this treaty as might beget jealoufies in the 
Scots, and fo render it fruitlefs : and therefore the 
Earls of Hertford, Bedford, Pfembroke, Salifbury, Ef- 
fex, Holland, Briftol, and Berklhire, the Lords Man- 
devile, Wharton, Dunfmore, Brook, Savile, Paulet, 
Howard of Efcrick (the Lord Say being lick, and fo 
not prefent at York) were chofen by the King ; all 
popular men, and not one of them of much intereft in 
the Court, but only the Earl of Holland, who was 

known 
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known to be fit for any counfel that ftiould be taken 
againft the Earl of Strafford, who had among them 
icarce a friend or perfon civilly inclined towards him* 

When thefc Commiffioners from the King arrived The com- 
at Rij^n, there came others from the Scots army of mcct°and 
a quality much inferior, there being not above two*^^*^ 
noblemen, whereof the Lord Lowden was the chief, 
two or three gentlemen and citizens, and Alexander 
Henderfon their metropolitan, and two or three other 
clergymen. The Scots applied themfelves moft par- 
ticularly to the Earls of Bedford, EfTex, Holland, and 
the Lord Mandevile, though in public they feemed 
equally to carefs them all ; and beiides the duty they 
profeiled to the King in the moft fubmifs expreffion? 
of reverence that could be ufed, they made great and 
voluminous exprefRons <^ of their affeAion to the 
*' kingdom and pec^le of England ; and remembered 
'^ the infinite obligations tliey had from time to time 
^' received from this nation ; efpecially the afliftance 
'^ they had from it in their reformation of religion^ 
'< and their attaining the light of the Grofpel ; and 
*' therefore as it could never fall into their hearts to 
^^ be ungrateful to it, fo they hoped that the good 
'^ people of England would not entertain any ill opi- 
^ nion of their coming into this kingdom at this time 
^ in a hoftile manner, as if they had the leaft pur- 
** pofe of doing wrong to any particular perfon, much 
** lefe to alter any thing in the government of the 
^^ kmgdom ; protefting, that tliey had the fame ten^ 
^" demefs of their laws and liberties, and privileges, as 
" of their own ; and that they did hope, as the op- 
** prcffions upon their native country, both in their 
** civil and fpiritual rights, had obliged them to this 
^ manner of addrefs to the King, to whom all accefs 

R a " had 
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" had been denied them by the power of their ene- 
** mies ; fo, that this very manner of their coming in 
" might be for the good of this kingdom, and the be- 
" nefit of the fubjefts thereof, in the giving them 
'^ opportunities to vindicate their own liberties and 
'* laws ; which, though not yet fo much invaded as 
•* thofe of Scotland had been, were enough infringed 
** by thofe very men who had brought fo great mifery 
** and confulion upon that kingdom ; and who in- 
*• tended, when they had finifhed their work there, 
** and in Ireland, to eftablifli the fame flavery in Eng- 
^' land as they had brought upon the other two king- 
^* doms. All which would be prevented by the re- 
** moval of three or four perfons from about the 
" King ; whofe own gracious difpofition and inclina- 
" tion would bountifully provide for the happinefs of 
*' all his dominions, if thofe ill men had no influence 
*' upon his counfels/* 

There was not a man of all the Englifti Commif- 
lioners to whom this kind of difcourfe was not grate* 
ful enough, and who did not promife to himfelf fome 
convenience that the alterations which were like to 
happen might produce. And with thofe Lords with 
whom they defired to enter into a greater confidence, 
they conferred more openly and particularly, of the 
three perfons towards whom their greateft prejudice 
was, the Archbifhop, the Earl of Strafford, and the 
Marquis of Hamilton, (for in their whole difcourfes 
they feemed equally at leafl incenfed againfi: him, as 
againft either of the other two), whom they refolved 
Ihould be removed from the King. They fpake in 
confidence " of the excefs of the Queen's power, 
" which in refpedl of h?r religion, and of the perfons 
^' who had moft intereft in her, ought not to prevail 

«'fo 
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" fo much upon the King as it did in all affairs. That 
«* the King could never be happy, nor his kingdom 
^* flourifti, till he had fuch perfons about him in all 
" places of truft, as were of honour and experience in 
** affairs, and of good fortunes and interefts in the af- 
" fe6lions of the people; 'who would always inform his 
** Majelly that his own greatnefs and happinefs con- 
" fifled in the execution of juftice, and the happinefs 
" of his fubjeAs ; and who are known to be zealous 
" for the prefervation and advancement of the Pro- 
" teflant religion, which every honefl man thought 
" at prefent to be in great danger, by the exorbitant 
" power of the Archbifhop of Canterbury, and fome 
" other Bifhops who were governed by him/' It was ' 
no hard matter to iniinuate into the perfons with 
whom they held this difcourfe, that they were the 
very men who they wifhed fhould be in moft credit 
about the King ; and they concluded that their af- 
fections were fo great to this kingdom, and they fo 
defircd that all grievances might be redreffed here^ 
that though they fhould receive prefent fatisfa<5lIon in 
all that concerned thcmfelves, they would not yet re- 
turn, till provifion might likewife be made for the jufl 
intereft of England, and the reformation of what was 
amifs there in reference to Church and State. 

This appeared fo hopeful a model to moft of the 
King's Commiflioncrs, (who having no method pre- 
fcribed to them to treat in, were indeed fent only to 
hear what the Scots would propofe, the King himfelf 
then intending to determine what fhould be granted 
to them), they never confidered the truth of any of 
their allegations, nor defired to be informed of the 
ground of their proceedings; but patiently hearkened 
to all they faid in public, of which they intended to 
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give an account to the King ; and willingly heard all 
they £aid in private, and made fuch ufe of it as they 
thought moft conduced to their own ends. The Scot- 
tifh Commiflioners propofcd, " that, for the avoiding 
^' the effufion of Chriftian blood, there might be fomc 
" way found to prevent all afts of hoilility on either 
^^ fide ; which could not poffibly be done, except 
^* fomc order was given for the payment of their 
** army, which was yet retrained to clofe and narrow 
*^ quarters." And the truth is, they were in daily fear 
that thofe quarters would have been beaten up, and fo 
the ill cours^ of their men too eafily difcovered, who 
were more taught to fing pfalms, and to pray, than to 
ufe their arms ; their hopes of prevailing being, from 
the beginning, founded upon an afiurance that they 
ihould not be put to fight. 

There had been in that infamous rout at Newburn 
two or three officers of quality taken prifoners, who 
endeavouring to chu'ge the enemy with the courage 
they ought to do, being deferted by their troops 
could not avoid falling into the Scots hands ; two of 
which were Wilmot, who was CommilTary-General of 
the Horfe, and O'Neal, who was Major of a re- 
giment ; both officers of name and reputation, and of 
good efteem in the Court with all thofe who were in- 
cenfed againft the Earl of Strafford, towards whom 
they were both very indevoted. Thefe gentlemen 
were well known to feveral of the principal com- 
manders in the Scots army, (who had ferved together 
with them in Holland imder the Prince of Orange), 
and were treated with great civility in their camp; and 
when the Commiffioners came to Rippon, they brought 
them with them, and prefented them to the King by his 
Commiffioners^ to whom they were very acceptable ; 

and 
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and did thofe who delivered them more fefvice by 
the reports they made of them in the army when they 
returned to their charges, and in the Court, than they 
could have done by remaining prifoners with them ; 
and contributed very much to the ineconciUng the 
army to the Earl of Stra£ford, who was to command 
it. 

After few days the Commiffioners returned to the 
King at Yoric, and gave him an account of what had 
pafTed, and of the extraordinary afFetftion of the Scots 
to his Majefty's fervice ; and Wilmot and O'Neal mag- 
nified the good difcipline and order obferved in the 
army, and made their numbers to be believed much 
fuperior to what in truth they were. 

Three of the Commiffioners, and no more, were ofTheCbun* 
the King's G>uncil, the Earls of Pembroke, Salifbury, i^Jt'tht^ 
and Holland, who were all infpired by the Scots, andyolt,*^ 
liked well all that they pretended to delire. Befides 
thofe, the King had nobody to confult with but the 
Lord Keeper Finch, the Duke of Richmond, the 
Marquis of Hamilton, the Earl of Strafford, and Sir 
Harry Vane, principal Secretary of State. The firft 
of which, the Lord Keeper, was obnoxious to fo many 
reproaches, that, though his ajSediion and fidelity was 
very entire to the King, all his care was to provoke no 
more enemies, and to ingratiate himfelf to as many of 
thofe as he perceived were like to be able to proteft 
him, which he knew the King would not be able to 
do; and towards this he laboured with all indufl:ry 
and dexterity. The Duke of Richmond was young, 
and ufed to difcourfe with his Majefty in his bed-* 
chamber rather than at the Coimcil-Board, and a man 
of honour and fidelity in all places ; and in no degree 
of confidence with his countrymen, becaufe he would 

R 4 UQt 
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not admit himfelf into any of their intrigues. The 
Marquis had leave to be wary, and would give his 
enemies no new advantages. 

Nor indeed was there any man's advice of much 
credit with the King, but that of the Earl of Strafford ; 
who had no reafon to declare his opinion upon fo nice 
a fubje6l in the prefence of the Earl of Holland and 
Sir Harry Vane ; and thought there was only one way 
to be purfued, (which was not to be communicated at 
the Council), and that was to drive the Scots out of 
the kingdom by the army : and without confidering 
what was done at the treaty, (which had not yet agreed 
upon any ceffation), he fent a good party of horfe, 
commanded by Major Smith, to fall upon a Scottiih 
quarter in the bifhopric of Durham, who defeated two 
or three of their troops, and took all their officers 
prifoners, and made it manifefi: enough that the king- 
dom might be rid of the reft, if it were vigoroufly 
purfuedi which the Earl of Strafford heartily in- 
tended. But Lefly, the Scottifli General, complained 
*^ that he himfelf had forborne to make any fuch at- 
^' tempt out of refpedt to the treaty ;" and the Eng- 
lifh Commiffiohers thought themfelves negleded and 
affronted by it. And when it was found that the 
officer who conduced that enterprize was a Roman- 
Catholic, it made more noife ; and they prevailed with 
the King to reftrain his General from giving out any 
more fuch orders. 

The King begun fo far to diflike the temper of the 
Coitimiflioners, that he thought the Parliament would 
be more jealous of his honour, and more feniible of 
the indignities he fuffered by the Scots, than the 
Commiffioners appeared to be ; and therefore he fent 
them back to Rippon again to renew the treaty, and 

to 
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to conclude a celfation of arms upon as good terms as 
they could ; fa that the Scots army might not ad- 
vance into Yorklhire, nor enlarge their quarters any 
way beyond what they were already poffeffed of: and 
this conceflion being agreed to, they ihould not enter 
upon any other particulars, but adjourn the treaty to 
London ; which was the only thing the Scots defired, 
and without this they could never have brought their 
defighs to pafsl When the other Lords returned to 
Rippon, the Earl of Pembroke (as a nian of a great 
fortune, and at that time very popular) was fcnt with 
two or three other Lords to London-, with a letter 
from the King, and a fubfcription from the Lords 
Commiiiioners of the treaty (which was then more 
powerful) to borrow two hundred thoufand pounds 
from the city, for the payment of both armies whilft 
the ceflation and treaty ihould continue ; ^^ which 
^^ they hoped would quickly be at an end, and the 
" Scots return into their own country." The city was 
eafily perfuaded to furnilh the money, to be repaid 
out of the firft that Ihould be raifed by the Parlia- 
ment ; which was very fliortly to meet. 

The Commiilioners at Rippon quickly agreed upon a ceflation 
the ceflation ; and were not imwilling to have allowed*^^"*^ ^ 
fifty thoufand pounds a month for the fupport of the 
Scots army, when they did aflign but thirty thoufand 
pounds a month for the payment of the King's ; and 
to have taken the Scottifh Commiilioners words for 
their muflers, which made their numbers fo much 
fuperior to the other : but that fum of fifty thoufand 
pounds a month was afterwards reduced to about five 
^nd twenty thoufand; and the whole amounting to 
Above fifty thoufand pounds a month, was a fum too 
great for the kingdom to pay long, as was then gene- 
rally 
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rally believed. It was pretended that two months 
would put an end to the treaty ; fo that the two hun- 
dred thouland pounds, which the city had fupplied, 
would difcharge all the difbanding : and in this hope 
The tretty the King Confirmed the ceflation, and fent a fafe con- 
to London, duft for fuch Commiffioners as the Scots fhould 
Kiilg**rl.^*'*hink fit to fend to London for the carrying on tlie 
'^'^' treaty. 

All which being done, the King and the Lords left 
York, that they might be at London before the be- 
ginning of the Parliament ; the Earl of Strafford ftay- 
ing ftill in the north to put the army into as good a 
poihire as he could, and to fupprefs the mutinous ipirit 
it was inclined to ; and, if it were poffible, to difpofe 
that great county (of which he had the entire com- 
mand) to a better temper towards the King*s fervicc, 
and to a greater indignation towards the Scots; of whom 
they did not ufe to have too charitable an opinion. 
But in both thefe applications he underwent great 
mortifications ; the officers of the army every day 
aflcing his leave to repair to London, being chofen to 
ferve in Parliament ; and when he denied to give them 
paffes, they went away without them : and the Gen- 
tlemen dF the country who had moft depended upon 
him, and been obliged by him, withdrawing their ap- 
plication and attendance, and entering into combina- 
tion with his greateft enemies againft him. 

It is not to be denied, the King was in very great 
ilraits, and had it not in his power abfolutely to 
choofe which way he would go ; and well forelaw, 
that a Parliament in that conjun<fture of affairs would 
not apply natural and proper remedies to the difeafe ; 
for though it was not imaginable it would run the 
courfes it afterwards did, yet it was vifible enough he 

muft 
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muft refign very much to their afFedlions and appe- 
tite, (which were not like to be contained within any 
modeft bounds), and therefore no queftion his Majef- 
ty did not think of calling a Pariiament at iirft, but 
was wrought to it by degrees : yet the great Council 
could not but produce the other ; where the unikil- 
fulnefs and paflion of fome for want of difcerning 
confequences, and a general fharpnefs and animolity 
againfi: perfpns, did more mifchief than the power or 
malice of thofe who had formed a deiign of confu-- 
iion ; fisr without doubt that fire at that time (which 
did ihortly after burn the whole kingdom) might 
have been covered under a bufhel. So as in truth 
there was no counfel fo neceffary then, as for the King 
to have continued in his army, and to have drawn 
none thither but fuch as were more afraid of diiho^ 
nour than danger; and to have trufted the juftice and 
power of the law with fuppreffing of tumidts, and 
quieting diforders in his rear. 

It is ilrange, and had fomewhat of a judgment from 
heaven in it, that all the induftry and learning of the 
late years had been beftowed in finding out and evinc* 
ing, that in cafe of neceffity any extraordinary way 
for fupply was lawful ; and upon that ground had 
proceeded when there was no neceiiity; and now, 
when the neceffity was apparent, money muft be le- 
vied in the ordinary courfe of Parliament, which was 
then more extraordinary than the other had been ; as 
York muft be defended from an enemy within twen- 
ty-five miles of it, by money to be given at London 
fix weeks after, and to be gathered within fix months. 
It had been only the feafon and evidence of neceffity 
that had been queftioned; and the view of it in a per- 
fpecSlive of Hate at a diilance that no eyes could 

reach. 



aja THE HISTORY Book H, 

reach, denied to be ground enough for an impoiitlon : 
as no man could pull down his neighbour's houfe be- 
caufe it flood next furze, or thatch, or fdme combuf- 
tible matter which might take fire ; though he might 
do it when that combuftible matter was really a-fire. 
But it was never denied thax flagrante belJoy when an 
enemy had aAually invaded the kingdom, and fo the 
neceffity both feen and felt, all men's goods are the 
goods of the public, to be applied to the public iafc* 
■ty, and as carefully to be repaired by the public 
ilock. And it is very probable, (fince the &6i:ions 
within, and the correfpondence abroad was fo appa- 
rent, that a Parliament then called would do the bu- 
iinefs of the Scots, and of thofe who invited them hi- 
ther), that if the King had pofitively declared, that he 
^ would have no Parliament as long as that army flayed 
in England, but as foon as they were retired into their 
own country he would fummon one,, and refer all mat- 
ters to their advice, and even be advifed by them in 
the compofing the diflradlions of Scotland: I fay, it 
is probable, that they would either willingly have left 
the kingdom, or fpeedily have been compelled; there 
being at that time an army in Ireland (as was iaid be- 
fore) ready to have vifited Scotland, 

Neither would the indifpofition of the King's army 
(which was begot only by thofe infufions, that there 
mufl of neceffity be a Parliament, which would pre- 
vent farther fighting) have lafled, when they found 
thofe authors confuted ; for the army was conftituted 
of good officers, which were more capable of being 
deceived by their friends, than impofed upon by their 
Enemies ; and they had their foldiers in good devo- 
tion, and the bufinefs of Newburn would rather have 
fpurred them on than reflrained thein. And it had 

been 



OF THE REBELLION, &c. 253 

been much the beft courfe that could have been 

taken, if, after the fright at Ncwburn, the King, as 

well as the Earl of Strafford^ had made hafte to Dur- 

ham^ and kept that poft, without flaying at York; 

and after fome exemplary juftice and difgrace upon 

the chief officers who were faulty, till the army had 

recovered their fpirits, (which in a very Ihort time it 

did with fhame and indignation enough), had marched 

direftly againft the Scots ; by which they would have 

fpeedily difpoflefled them of their new conqueft, and 

forced them to have run diftradled into their own 

country ; as may be reafonably concluded from their 

behaviour whenever they were aflaulted afterwards by 

the Englifh. 

And it is as ftrange, that the experience of the laft 
fummer, when the attendance of fo great a number of 
the Nobility (who had no mind to the war, and as lit- 
tle devotion to tiie Court) was the true ground and 
caufe of that ridiculous pacification, did not prevail 
with the King never to convene the fame company to 
him again ; which could do him very little good, if 
they had defired it ; and could not but do him more 
harm than even the worfl of them at that time in- 
tended to do : for it might very eafily have been 
forefeen, that the calling fo many difcontented, or 
difobliged, or difaffecfted men together, with a liberty 
to confult and advife, very few whereof had that in- 
clination and reverence for the perfon of the King 
they ought to have had, though fcarce any of them 
had at that time that mifchief in their hearts which 
they afterwards difcovered againft him, or indeed had 
the leaft purpofe to rebel : I fay, the calling fuch men 
together could not but make men much worfe than 
they came, and put worfe thoughts into their heads 

than 
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than they brought with them, when the mifcamage 
as well as the misfortune of the Court would be the 
common argument and dtfcourfe ; and when they 
would quickly difcem, that it was like to be in erery 
one of their powers to contribute to the deftm<ftion, 
at leaft to the difgrace, of men they had no kindnefs 
for, and moft of them great animofity againft. 

But the King was without the prefence and attend- 
ance of any man in whofe judgment and wifdom he 
had a full confidence ; for the Earl of Strafford was 
at the army ; and they who £r& propofed the calling 
the Peers knew well enough that the King knew Par- 
liaments too well to be inclined to calL one, if they 
Ihould propofe it ; and therefore they propofed an- 
other expedient, which he knew not ; and fo was fur- 
prifed with the advice, (which he thought could do 
no harm,) and gave direAion for the iifuing out of 
the writs, before he enough confidered whether it 
might not in truth produce fome mifchief he had not 
well thought of ; as he quickly found* Nor did the 
Scots themfclvcs rcfolve to give him more difquiet in 
the enfuing Parliament^ than the major part of his 
great Council, that he brought together, refbived to 
concur with them in : and with that difpofition, which 
they could never have contracted if they had re- 
mained by themifilves, they all haftened to the {dace 
where they might do the mifchief they intended. 

The next error to this was, that at the meeting of 
the great Council at York, and before any confcnt to 
the treaty at Rippon, there was not a AaXc made, and 
information given of the whole proceedings in Scot- 
land, and thereupon fome debate and judgment by 
the whole Council before the lixteen departed, for 
their information and infinuStion : and this had been 

ilrangcly 
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firangely omitted before at the pacification, infomuch 
as many who had been employed in that firft at the 
Berkes, and in the lail at Rippon, confefle^ that noUe 
of them (and they were of the prime quality) then 
did, or ever after, know any thing of the laws^ and 
cuftoms of that kingdom (by which they might have 
judged whether the King had exceeded his juft power, 
or any tiling of the matter of &lA in the fcveral tranf- 
adlions) but what they had received at thofe meetings 
from the perfons who were naturally to make their 
own defence, and fo by accufing others to make their 
own cafe the more plauiible ; in which it could not be 
expedled they would mention any thing to their own 
difad vantage. 

By them they were told '* of a Liturgy impofed 
" upon them by their Bifhops, contrary to or with- 
" out aft of Parliament, with fitraage circumstances 
" of feverity and rigour : of fome claufes in that Li- 
*^ turgy, different from that of the Church of Eng- 
" land ;'* with pretty finart comments of advice, and 
animadverlions upon thofe alterations : ^^ of a Book 
^^ of Canons, in which an extraordinary and extrava* 
'* gant power was afferted to the Bifhops : of a High 
^^ Commiilion Court, which exceeded all limits^ and 
*^ cenfured all degrees of men : of the infolent ipeeches 
" of this Bifhop to that Nobleman, and of the ill life 
" of another : of their own great humility and duty 
** to their facred Sovereign, without whofe favour and 
** proteftion they would not live :" and, laftly, '^ of 
" their feveral moft fubmifs addreffes, by petition and 
** all other ways, to his Majefty j being defirous, when 
"their grievances were but heard, to lay themfelves 
** and their complaints at his royal feet, and to be 
" moft entirely difpofed by him in fuch manner, as 

** to 
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*'to his wifdom alone Ihould be thought fit: but 
'^ that, by the power and interpofition of their advcr- 
'^ faries, all their fupplications had been rejefted, and 
*^ they never yet admitted to be heard.*' 

With thefe and the like artifices the good Lords 
were fo wrought upon and tranfported, that they ea- 
fily confented to whatfoever was propofed ; nor was 
there any propofition made and infifted on by them 
at the firft or fecond treaty, which was not for the 
matter fully confented to : whereas, if their Lordfhips 
had been fully advertifed of the whole truth, (though 

• there had beea fomc inadvertencies and incogitancy 
in the circumftances of the tranfadtion), his Majefty 
had full power, by the laws of Scotland then in force, 
to make that reformation he intended. All their pe- 
titions and addreifes had found moil gracious accept- 
ance, and received moft gracious anfwers. But, on 
the contrary, they had invaded all the rights of the 
Crown, altered the government, affronted the magi- 
Urates and minifters of jufticc, and his Majefty's own 
regal authority, with unheard-of infolences and con- 
tempts ; rejedled all his offers of grace and pardon, 
and, without caufe or provocation, denounced war 
againft him ; befieged and taken the caftle of Edin- 
bur^, and other places which held for his Majeftj^ 
I fay, if this had been made as evident to them as 

, furely it might have been made, it is not polfible but 
thofe noble perfons would have preferved themfelves 
from being deluded by them ; at leafl many of the 
inconveniences which after enfued would have been 
prevented, if the form and method of their proceed- 
ings had been prefcribed, or better looked into. 

But it muft be confelTed, that in that conjuncture 
fuch necefTary evidence and information could very 

hardly 
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hardly be given : for though it muft not be doubted 
that there were many particular perfons of honour of 
that nation who abhorred the outrages which were 
committed, and retained within their own breafts very 
loyal wifhes for his Majefty*s profperity ; yet it can- 
jiot be denied that thofe perfons, who by the places 
they held (of King's Advocate, and other offices) 
ought to have made that information of matter of law^ 
and matter of feft, were themfelves the moft adlive 
promoters of the rebellion ; and the defection was fo 
general, and fo few declared, or were adlive on his 
Majefty*s behalf, that they who were not corrupted in 
their inward fidelity were fo terf ifidd, that they durft 
not appear in any office that might provoke thofe who 
iblely had the power and the will to deftroy them. 

The laft and moft confounding error was the re^ ' 
moving the treaty to London, and upon any term$ 
confenting that the Scottifh Commiffioners ffiotdd 
refide the^e before a peace concluded. By which 
means, they had not only opportunity to publifh all 
their counfels and diredtions in their fermons to the 
people, (who reforted thither in incredible numbers)^ 
and to give their advice, from ticne to time, to thofe 
of the Englifli who knew not fo well yet to compafs 
their own ends, but were ready (when any buiinefs 
was too big and unwieldy to be managed by the few 
who were yet throughly engaged) to interpofe in 
.the name of their nation, and, with reference to 
things or perfons, to make fuch demands from and 
on the behalf of the kingdom of Scotland, as under 
no other ftyle would have received any countenance : 
and this brought that univerfal terror with it (as wilt 
appear to the life in the procefs of this hiftory) 
upon thofe of neareft relation to the King's fervice, 

VOL. I. 8 as 
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is well as thofe at a greater diftance, who deader 
difcerned and detefted the villainy and wickednefs of 
thofe tranladtions, that their warinefs and wifdom 
could not be great enough to preferve them, if they did 
not ftupidly look on without feeming to underftand 
what they could in no degree control or prevent. 

In all confpiracies there muft be great fecrecy, 
confent, and union ; yet it can hardly be conceived, 
with what entire confidence in each other the nu- 
tnerous and not very rich Nobility of Scotland (for of 
the common people, who are naturally very depen- 
dent on the other, there can be no wonder) concurred 
in the carrying on this rebellion : their ftrange con- 
defcenfion and fubmiflion to their ignorant and info- 
lent Clergy, who were to have great authority, be* 
caufe they were to inflame all forts of men upon the 
obligations of confcience ; and in order thereunto, 
and to revenge a little indifcredon and ill manners 
of fome of the Bilhops, had liberty to ere<ft a tribu- 
nal the moft tyrannical over all forts of men, and ia 
all the families of the kingdom : fo that the preacher 
reprehended the hufl)and, governed the wife^ chaf- 
tifed the children, and infulted over the fervants, in 
the houfes of the greateft men. They referred the 
management and conduiSt of the whde affair to a 
committee of a few, who had never before exercifed 
any office or authority in the public, with that per- 
'fe6l relignation and obedience, that nobody pre- 
fumed to enquire what was to be done, or to mur- 
mur at or cenfure any thing that was done ; and the 
General himfelf, and the martial afiairs, were fubje<% 
♦o this regimen and difcipline as well as the civil : 
yet they who were intruded with this fuperiority, paid 
all the outward refpe<ft and rcvorejK^ to tfee perfon of 

the 
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the General, a$ if all the power and difpofal had been 
in him alone. 

The few Englilh (for there were yet but very few 
who were entrufted from the beginning of the enter- 
prife, and with all that was then projeifted) were men 
of referved and dark natures, of great induftry and 
addittfs, and of much reputation for probity and inte- 
grity of life, and who trufted none but thofe who 
were contented to be trufted to that degree as they 
were willing to truft them, without being inquifitive 
into more than they were ready to communicate, ai^d 
for the reft depended upon their difcretion and judg^ 
ment ; and fo prepared and difpofed, by fecond and 
third hands, many to concur and contribute to feve^ 
ral preparatory actions, who would never have con- 
fented to the concluiions which naturally refulte4 
from thofe premifes. 

This united ftrength, and humble and aiSlive tern-* 
per, was not encountered by an equal providence and 
$:ircun)fpedion in the King's councils, or an equal 
temper and dutiful difpofttion in the Court ; nor did, 
they, who refolved honeftly and ftoutly to difcharge 
the offices c^ good fervants and good fubjeds to the 
utmoft oppoii(ion of all unlawful attempts, conununi-* 
cate their purpc^es to men of the fame integrity, that 
fo they might unite their counfels as well in the man- 
ner and way, as their relblutions in the end. But 
every one tkbought it enough to preferve his own in- 
nocence, and to leave the r^ft to thofe who ihould^ 
have authority to dired. The King was perplexed 
and irrefolute, and, according to his natural conftitu- 
tion, (which never difpofed him to jealoufy of any 
man of whom he had once thought well), was full of 
hope, that his condition was not fo bad as it feemed ' 

s 2* to 
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to be. The Queen wiflied much better to the Earl 
of Holland, than to the- Archbilhop, or the Earl of 
Strafford, neither of them being in any degree ac- 
ceptable to her ; fo that Ihe was little concerned for 
the danger that threatened them : but when ihc faw 
the King's honour and dignity invaded in the profc- 
tution, fhe withdrew her favour from the Earl of Hol- 
land : but then fhe was perfuaded, by thofe who had 
ttiofl credit with her, to believe, that, by the removal 
of the great miniflers, her power and authority would 
be increafed, and that the prevailing party would be 
willing to depend upon her; and that, by gratifying 
the principal perfons of them with fuch preferments 
Sls they afFeAed, fhe would quickly reconcile all ill 
humours ; and fo fhe hearkened to any overtures of 
that kind ; which were always carried on without the 
confent or privity of thofe who were concerned, who 
In truth more difliked her abfolute power with the 
King, than any other excefs of the Court, and looked 
upon it as the greatefl grievance. Every man there 
confidered only what application would be mofk like 
to raife his own fortune, or to do thofe harm with 
whom he was angry, and gave himfelf wholly up to 
thofe artifices which might promote either. To pre- 
ferve themfelves from the difpleafure and cenfuie of 
the Parliament, and to render themfelves gracious to 
thofe who were like to be powerful in it, was all 
Aien^s bufinefs and folicitiide. And in this very on-* 
equal arid difproportioned condition and temper, was 
the King's and the Scottifh army, the Court and the 
Country, when the Parliament met. 

THE END OJF THB SECOND BOOK. 
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Deut.xU. 30. 
Tale bad lo tbyfelf, ibai tbcu be notfnared by following ibem^ 
and ibat thou enquire nQt after tbeir gods, faying. How 
did tbefe natiom ferve tbeir gods ^ even fo will I do lihf 
wife. 

JuDG. ii. 3. 
"-"^But they fball be as tbwns in your fides, and tbeir gods 
Jball be afnare untoyo^^ 

1 HE Parliament met upon the third of November, The Pirfia- 
1640, with ^. fuller appearance than could be reafona- November 
bly expelled, from the Ihort time for eledtions after ^*^^* 
the ifluing out the writs; infomuch as at the firft 
not many members were abfent. It had a fad a^nd 
a melancholic afpedl upon the firft entrance, which 
prefaged fome tmufual and unnatural events. The 
King himfelf did not ride with his accuftomcd equi- 
page nor in his/ufual majefty to W^ftminfter, but 
went privately in his barge tp the Parliament Stairs, 
and ^fter to the Church, as if it had been to a return 

S3 of 
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of a prorogued or adjourned Parliament. And there 
was likewife an untoward^ and in truth an unheard of 
accident, which broke many of the King's meafures, 
and infinitely difordered his fervice beyond a capacity 
of reparation. From the time the calling a Parlia- 
ment was refolved upon, the King deiigned Sir Tho- 
mas Gardiner, who was Recorder of London, to be 
Speaker in the Houfe of Commons ; a man of gravity 
and quicknefs, that had fomewhat of authority and 
gracefulnefs in his perfon and prefence, and in all 
refpefts equal to the fervice. There was little doubt 
but that he would be chofen to ferve in one of the four 
places for the city of London, which had very rarely 
rejected their Recorder upon that occafion ; and left 
that Ihould fail, diligence was ufed in one or two 
Other places that he might be elefted. The oppoli- 
tion was fo great, and the faAion fo ftrong, to hinder 
his being elefted in the city, that four others were 
chofen for that fervice, without hardly mentioning his 
name : nor was there lefs induftry ufed to prevent his 
being chofen in other places ; clerks were corrupted 
not to make out the writ for one place, and ways were 
found out to hinder the writ from being executed in 
another, time enough for the return before the meet- 
ing : fo great a fear there was, that a man of entire af- 
fections to the King, and of prudence enough to ma- 
nage thofe afFedlions, and to regulate the contrary, 
Ihould be put into the chair. So that the very morn- 
ing the Parliament was to meet, and when the King 
intended to go thither, he was informed, that Sir 
Thomas Gardiner was not returned to ferve as a 
member in the Houfe of Commons, and fo was not 
capatle of being chofen to be Speaker ; fo that his 
Majefty deferred his going to the Houfe till the 
. afternoon. 
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afternoon^ by which time he was to think of another 
Speaker. 

Upon the perufal of all the returns into the Crown 
Office, there were not found many lawyers of eminent 
name, (though many of them proved very eminent men 
afterwards), or who had ferved long in former Parlia* 
ments, the experience whereof was to be wifhed ; and 
men of that profeffion had been moft commonly 
thought the moft proper for that fervice, and the put- 
ting it out of that channel at that time was thought 
too hazardous ; fo that, after all the deliberation the 
Ihortnefs of that time would admit, Mr. Lenthall/a 
Bencher of Lincoln's Inn, (a lawyer of competent prac- 
tice, and no ill reputation for his afFe6tion to the Go- 
vernment both of Church and State), was pitched 
upon by the King, and with very great difficulty 
rather prevailed with than perfuaded to accept the 
charge. And no doubt a worfe could not havfe been 
deputed of all that profeffion who were then return-f 
ed ; for he was a man of a very narrow, timorous na- 
ture, and of no experience or converfation in the af* 
fairs of the kingdom, beyond what the very drudgery 
in his profeffion (in which all his defign was to make 
himfelf rich) engaged him in. In a word, he was in 
all refpedts very unequal to the work s and not know* 
ing hgw to preferve his own dignity, or to reftrain 
the licence ahd exorbitance of others, his weaknefs 
contributed as much to the growing mifchie^, as the 
malice of the principal contrivers. However, after 
the King had that afternoon recommended the dif- 
tra6ted condition of the kingdom (with too little ma* 
jefty) to the wifdom of the two Houfes of Parliament, 
to have fuch reformation and remedies applied as they 
ihould think fit, pro|x)fing to them, as the beft rule 

s 4 for 
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for their counfels^ ^* that all things fhould be reduced 
" to the praftice of the time of Queen Elizabeth ;" 
* the Houfe of Commons no fooner returned to their 
Mr. Lent- Houfe, than they chofe Mr. Lenthall to be their 
Speakn/ Speaker ; and two days after, with the ufual cere- 
monies and circumftances, prefented him to the King, 
who declared his acceptation ; and fo both Houfes 
were ready for the work. 

There was obferved a marvellous elated counte- 
nance in many»of the members of Parliament before 
they met together in the Houfe ; the fame men who 
fix months before were obferved to be of very mode- 
rate tempers, and to wifh that gentle remedies might 
be applied, without opening the wound too wide, and 
expoiing it to the air, and rather to cure what was 
amifs than too ftriAly to make inquifition into the 
caufes and original of the malady, talked now in 
another dialed): both of things and perfons ; and 
faid, ^^ that they muft now be of another temper 
^^ than they were the laft Parliament; that they muft 
^* not only fweep the Houfe clean below, but muft 
^' pull down all the cobwebs which hung in the 
^* top and corners, that they might not breed duft, 
'^ and fo make a foul Houfe hereafter ; that they 
^* had now an opportunity to make their country 
** happy, by removing all grievances, and pulling up 
^^ the caufes of them by the roots, if all men would 
^^ do their duties ;" and ufed much other fharp dif* 
courfe to the fame purpofe x by which it was dif- 
cemed, that the warmeft and boldeft counfels and 
overtures would find a much better reception than 
thofe of a more temperate allay; which fell out ac- 
cordingly: and the very firft day they met toge- 
ther^ in which they could enter upoa bufinefs, Mr. 
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Pym, in a long, formed difcourfe, lamented the mi- J^''^ 

ierable ftate and condition of the kingdom, aggra- debate of 

vated all the particulars which had been done amifs^*^^*^ 

in the Government, as ," done and contrived malici- 

*' oufly, and upon deliberation, to change the whole 

" frame, and to deprive the nation oiF all the liberty and 

" property which was their birthright by the laws of 

^ the land, which were now no more conlidered, but 

^' fubjeded to the arbitrary power of the Privy-Coun- 

^ cil, which governed the kingdom according to their 

*' will and pleafure ; thefe calamities falling upon ua 

^ in the reign of a pious and virtuous King, who 

** loved his people, and was a great lover of juftice.^' 

And thereupon enlarging in fome fpecious commen* 

dation of the nature and goodnefs of the King, that 

he might wound him with lefs fufpicion, he faid, 

'^ We muft enquire from what fountain thefe waters 

*' of bitternefs flowed ; what perfons they were who 

^^ had fo far infinuated themfelves into his royal af- 

^^fed^ions, as to be able to pervert his excellent 

^^ judgment, to abufe his name, and wickedly ap- 

*^ ply his authority to countenance and fupport thei 

** own corrupt defigns. Though he doubted there 

'^ would be many found of this claifis, who had con- 

'' tributed their joint endeavours to bring this mifery 

'^ upon the nation ; yet he believed there was one 

*^ more iignal in that adminiftration than the reft, be- 

^' ing a man of great parts and contrivance, and of 

" great induftry to bring what he defigned to pafs ; 

'^ a man, who in the memory of many prefent had 

^' fate in that Houfe an earneft vindicator of the laws, 

'' and a moft zealous ailertor and champion for the 

'^ liberties of the people ; but that it was long iince 

*^ he turned apoftate from thofe good afFeAions, and, 

** according 
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** according to the cuftomand nature of apoftates, *as 
'^ become the greateft enemy to the liberties of his 
** country, and the greateft promoter of tyranny that 
<* any age had produced." And then he named *' the 
" Earl of Strafford, Lord Lieutenant of Ireland, and 
*^ Lord Prelident of the Council eftabliihed in York, 
*' for the northern parts of the kingdom : who, he 
^^ faid, had in both places, and in all other provinces 
" wherein his fervicc had been ufed by the King, 
^^ raifed ample monuments of his tyrannical nature ; 
** and that he believed, if they took a Ihort furvey of 
*' his adlions and behaviour, they would find him 
^^ the principal author and promoter of all thofc coun- 
** fels which had expofed the kingdom to fo tnuch 
** ruin:" and fo inftanced in fome high and imperious 
adlions done by him in England and in Ireland, fome 
proud and over-confident expreflions. in difcourfe, 
and fome paffionate advices he had given in the moft 
fecrct councils and debates of the affairs of State; ad- 
ding fome lighter paflages of his vanity and amours ; 
that they who were not inflamed with anger and de- 
teftation againft him for the former, might have lefs 
efteem and reverence for his prudence and difcretion : 
and fo concluded, '" That they would well confider 
^* how to provide a remedy proportionable to the dif« 
^' eafe, and to prevent the farther mifchiefs they were 
** to expert from the continuance of this great man's 
** power and credit with the King, and his influence 
** upon his counfcls." 

From the time that the Earl of Strafford was 
named, mofl: men believed that there would be fome 
committee appointed to receive information of all his 
mifcarriages, and that, upon report thereof, they 
would farther coniider what cour& to take in the ex- 
amination 
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amination and profecution thereof : but they had al« 
ready prepared and digefted their bufinefs to a riper 
period. 

Mr. Pym had no fooner finifhed his difcourfe, than 
Sir John Clotworthy (a gentleman of Ireland, and utter- 
ly unknown in England, who was, by the contrivance 
and recommendation of fome powerful perfons, returned 
to ferve for a borough in Devonfhire, that fo he might 
be enabled to a£b this part againft the Lord Lieutenant) 
made a long and confufed relation *' of his tyranni- ^ 
" cal carriage in that kingdom ; of the anny he had 
" raifed there to invade Scotland; how he had threat- 
*' ened the Parliament, if they granted not fuch fup- 
'^ plies as he required ; of an oath he had framed to 
" be adminiftered to all the Scottish nation which in- 
*^ habited that kingdom, and his fevere proceedings 
** againft fome perfons of quality who refiifed to take 
'^ that oath ; and that he had with great pride and 
" paffiion publicly declared at his leaving that kingdom, 
" If ever he Ihould return to that fword, he would 
'* not leave aScottifli-mantoinhabifin Ireland:** with 
a multitude of very exalted expreffions, and fome 
very high ad^ions in his adminiftration of that go- 
vernment, in which the lives as well as the fortunes 
of men had been difpofed of out of the common 
road of juftice : all which made him to be looked 
upon as a man very terrible, and under whofe autho«« 
rity men would not choofe to put themfelves. 

Several other perfons appearing ready to continue 
the difcourfe, and the morning being fpent, fo that, 
according to the obfervation of Parliament hours, the 
time of riling was come, an order was fuddenly made, 
" that the door Ihould be fhut, and nobody fuffered 
'* to go out of the Houfe ;** which had rarely been 

pradtifed; 
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pra<%ifed ; care having been firft taken to give fuch 
advertifement to feme of the Lords, that that Houfe 
. might likewife be kept from riling ; which would 
othcrwife very much have broken their meafures. 

Then Sir John Hotham, and fome other Yorklhire 
men, who had received fome difobligatipn from the 
Earl in the county, continued the inveftive, men* 
tioni^ig many particulars of his imperious carriage, 
and that he had, in the face of the country, upon the 
execution of fome illegal commiffion, declared, ** that 
" they ihould find the little finger of the King's pre- 
*^ rogative heavier upon them than the loins of the 
" law -," which expreffion, though upon after-exami- 
nation it was found to have a quite contrary fcnfe, 
marvelloufly increafed the paffion and prejudice to^ 
wards him. 

In conclufion, after many hours of bitter inveigh- 
ing, and ripping up the courfe of his life before his 
coming to Court, and his adlions after, it was moved, 
according to the fecret refolution taken before, ^< that 
" he might be forthwith impeached of high treafon;" 
which was no fooner mentioned, than it foimd an 
univerfal approbation and confent from the whole 
Houfe : nor was there, in all the debate, one perfon 
who o^red to ftop the torrent by any favourable 
teftimony concerning the EarFs carriage, fave only 
that the Lord Falkland, (who was very well known to 
be far from having any kindnefs for him), when the 
propofition was made for the prcfent accufing him of 
Jiigh trcafon, modeftly defired the Houfe to confider, 
^' Whether it would not fuit better with the gravity 
*^ of their proceedings, firfk to digeft many of thofc 
*' particulars, which had been mentioned, by a com- 
P mittec, before they fent pp to accufe him ? declaring 

"himfclf 
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f^ himfelf to be abundantly fatisfied that there wis 
'^ enough to charge him :'* which was very ingenu« 
oufly and frankly anfwered by Mr. Pym, " That fuch 
** a delay might probably blaft all their hdpes^ and 
*^ put it out of their power to proceed farther than 
*^ they had done already ; that the Earl's power and 
** credit with the King, and with all thofe who had 
" moft credit with King or Queen, was fo great, that 
" when he fhould come to know that fo much of his 
'* wickednefs was difcovered, his^ own confcience 
*^ would tell him what he was to expeA ; and there- 
•* fore he would undoubtedly procure the Parliament 
" to be diflblved, rather than undergo the juftice of 
" it, or take fome other defperate courfe to prefer^^e 
'^ himfelf, though with the hazard of the kingdom's 
" ruin : whereas, if they prefently fent up to impeich 
" him of high treafoh before the Houfe of Peers, in 
'^ the name and on the behalf of all the Commons of 
*^ England, who were reprefented by them, the Lords 
'^ would be obliged in juftice to commit him into fkfc 
'^cuftody, and fo fequefter him from reforting to 
'^ Council, or having accefs to his Majefty : and then 
'^ they Ihould proceed againft him in the ufual form 
" with all neceUary expedition." 

To thofe who were known to have no kindnefs for 
him, and feemed to doubt whether all the particulars 
alleged, being proved, would amount to high treafon, 
it was alleged, <' That the Houfe of Conunons were 
*' not judges, but only accufers, and that the Lords 
'^wete the proper judges whether fuch a complica- 
"tion of enormous crimes in one perfon did not 
'^ amount to the higheft ofience the law took notice 
'^ of, and therefore that it was fit to pr^fent it to 
'' them/' Thefe reafons of the hafte they made, fo 

clearly 
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clearly delivered, gave that imiverfal fatisfadfcion, that, 

without farther confidering the injuftice ahd unrea* 

fonablenefs of it, they voted unanimoully (for ought 

appeared to the coAtfary by any avowed contradic* 

TheCom- tion) ''That they would forthwith fend up to the 

^ch'S; " I-ords, and accufe the Earl of Strafford of high 

?'l^^. r " treafon, and feveral other crimes and mifdemean* 

Strafford of ' i i . i 

high tiea. «' ours, and defire that he might be prefently fe- 
*' queftered from the Council, and committed to faft 
*' cuftody ;' and JMr. Pym was made choice of for 
the meffenger to perform that office* This beiii^ de- 
termined, the doors were opened, and toaSt of the 
Houfe accompanied him on the errand. 

It was about three of the clock in the afternoon, 
when the Earl of Strafford (being infirm, amd not 
well difpofed in his health, and fo not having fiirred 
out of his houfe that morning] hearing that b#rh 
Houfes ftill fate, thought fit to go thither. It was 
believed by fome (upon what ground was never clear 
enough) that he made that hafte then to accufe the 
Lord Say, and ibme others, of having induced the 
Scots to invade the kingdom : but he was Icarce en- 
tered into the Houfe of Peers^ when the mcfbgt 
from the Houfe of Commons was called in, and when 
Mr. Pym at die bar, and in the name of all the Com- 
mons of England, impeached Thomas Earl of Straf- 
ford (with the addition of all his other titles) of high 
treafon, and feveral other heinous crimes and miiCde- 
meanours, of which he faid the Connnons would 
in due time make proof in form ; and in the mean 
time defired in their name, that he might be fe- 
queftered from aQ councils, and be put into fafc 
cuftody; and fo withdrawing, the Earl waa, with 
more clamour thaa was fuitable to the gravity of thai 

fupremc 
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fupreme Courts called upofi to withdraw, hlrdly ob« 
taining leave to be firft heard in his place, which 
could not be denied him. 

He then lamented '^ his great misfortune to lie 
'^ under fo heavy a charge ; profefled his innocence 
*^ and integrity, which he made no doubt he fhouid 
^^ make appear to them ; deiired that he might have 
*^ his liberty, until fome guilt ihould be proved ; and 
*^ deiired them to coniider, what mifchief they fhouid 
'^ bring upon themfelves, if upoq fuch a general 
** charge, without the mention of any one crime, a 
'^ Peer of the realm ihould be committed to prifon, 
'' and fo deprived of his {dace in that Houfe, where 
" he was fummoned by the King's writ to ailift in 
^^ their counfels ; and of what confequence fuch a 
" precedent might be to their own privilege and birth- 
"right:** and then withdrew. The Peers with very xhe Earl « 
little debate rcfolved " he fhouid be committed to^^'"^ 
" the cufbody of the Gentleman Uflier of the Black- Biwiwpd. 
*^ rod, there to remain until the Houfe of Commons 
" fhouid bring in a particular charge againfl him :** 
which determination of the Houfe was pronounced 
to him at the bar upon his knees, by the Lord Keeper 
of the Great Seal, upon the wool-£u:k : and fo being 
taken away by Maxwell, Gentleman Ufher, Mr. Pym 
was called in, and informed what the Houfe had done; 
after which (it being then about four of the clock) 
both Houfes adjourned till the next day. 

When this work was fo profperoufly over, they be- 
gan to confider, that notwithftanding ail the induftry 
that had been ufed to procure fuch members to be 
chofen, or returned though not chofen, who had been 
moft refradtory to the Government of the Church 
and St^e; yet that the Houfe was Co confbituted, 

that 
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ikat when tlie firil heat (which almoft all meh brought 
with them) ihould be a little allayed, violent counfels 
would not be long hearkened to x and therefore, as 
they took great care by the committee of eledfcions to 
remove as many of thofe members as they fufpe&ed 
not to be inclinable to their pafiions, upon pretence 
*^ that they were not regularly chofen,'* that fo they 
tnight bring in others more pliable in their places ; in 
which no rule of juftice was fo much as pretended to 
be obferved by tl^em ; infomuch as it was often faid 
l>y leading men amongft them, ^' That they ought in 
'* thofe cafes of elections to be guided by the fitnefs 
'^ and worthinefs of the perfon, whatfoever the defire 
'* of thofe was, in whom the right of ele<5lion rc- 
^^ mained ;** and therefore one man hath been ad- 
mitted upon the fame rule by which another hath 
been rejeAed : fo they declared, ^^ That no perfon, 
" how lawfully and regularly foever chofen and re- 
'^ turned, fhould be and lit as a member with them, 
'* who had been a party or favourer of any projed, or 
*' who had been employed in any illegal conuniflion/* 
By this means (contrary to the cufloms and rights 
of Parliament) many Gentlemen of good quality were 
removed, in whofe places commonly others were cho- 
fen of more agreeable difpofitions : but in this like- 
wife there was no rule obferved ; for no perfon was 
hereby removed, of whom there was any hope that ha 
might be applied to the violent courfes which were 
intended. Upon which occaiion the King charged 
them in one of his declarations, ^^ that when, under 
'* that notion of projeAors, they expelled many, they 
*^ yet never queftioned Sir Henry Mildmay, or Mr. 
" Laurence Whitaker ;" who had been moft fcandal- 
oufly engaged in thofe prelTures, though lince more 

fcan- 
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fcandaloully in all cnterprifes againft his Majeftyj to 
which never any anfwer or reply was made. 

The next art was to make the feverity and rigour 
of the Houfe as formidable as was pofHble, and to 
make as many men apprehend themfelves obnoxious 
to the Houfe, as had been in any truft or employ- 
ment in the kingdom. Thus they paffed many gene- 
ral votes concerning Ship-money, in which all who 
had been High Sheriffs, and fo coUeded it, were high- 
ly concerned. The like fharp conclulions were made 
upon all Lords Lieutenants and their deputies, which 
were the prime Grentlemen of quality in all the coun- 
ties of England. Then upon fome difquiiition of the 
proceedings in the Star-Chamber, and at the Council- 
Table, all who concurred in fuch a fentence, and con- 
fented to fuch an order, were declared criminal, and ^ 

to be proceeded againil. So that, in a moment, all 
the Lords of the Council, all who had been Deputy- 
Lieutenants, or High Sheriffs, during the late years, 
found themfelves within the mercy of thefe grand in- 
quifitors : and hearing new terms of art, that a com- 
plication of feveral mifdemeanours might grow up to 
treafon, and the like, it was no wonder if men deiired 
by all means to get their favour and protedlion. 

When they had fufficiently ftartled men by thefe The Arch- 
proceedings, and upon half an hour's debate fent cant^buiy 
up an accufation againft the Lord Archbifhop ofhl^gh^i^^ 
Canterbury of high treafon, and fo removed him^*^"' 
likewife from the King's Council, they refted fatisfied 
with their general rules, votes, and orders, without 
making ha&e to proceed either againft things or per- 
fons ; being willing rather to keep men in fufpenfe, 
and to have the advantage of their fears, than, by 
letting them fee the worft that could befal them, lofe 

voii. I. T the 
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the benefit of their application. Fot this reafon they 
ufed their utmoft Ikill to keep off any debate of Ship- 
money, that that whole bufinefs might hang like a 
meteor over the heads of thofe that were in any degree 
faulty in it; and it was obfervable, when, not^ith- 
Handing all their endeavours to divert it, that bufinefs 
was brought into debate, and upon that (which could . 
not be avoided) the Lord Finch* named as an avowed 
fadlor and procurer of that odious judgment ; who, 
if their rule were true, " that an endeavour to alter 
" the government by law, and to introduce an arbi- 
" trary power, were treafon," was the mofl: notorioufly 
and unexcufably guilty of that crime of any man 
that could be named ; before they would endiu-e 
the mention of an accufation of high treafon, they 
appointed a committee, with great deliberation and 
folemnity, to bring in a charge formally prepared, 
(which had not been done in the cafe of the Lord 
Archbifliop, or the Earl of Strafford), and then gave 
him a day to be heard for himfelf at the Houfc of 
Commons' bar, whereby, againfl all order, he was to 
take notice of what was handled in the Houfe con« 
cerning himfelf j and then finding that, by their own 
rules, he would be likewife accufed of high treafon, 
they continued the debate fo long, that the Lords* 
Houfe was rifen, fo that the accufation was not car- 
ried up till the next morning ; and before that time. 
The Lord the Lord Keeper (being well informed of all that had 
Fi^c^with-paflTed) had withdrawn himfelf; and fhortly after 
^J^. went into Holland: the Lord Littleton, then Chief 
Juftice of the Court of Common Pleas, being made 
Keeper of the Great Seal of England in his place. 

About the fame time. Sir Francis Windebank, one 
of the principal Secretaries of State^ and then a mem- 
ber 
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ber of the Houfe of Commons, wds accufed of many 
tranfadlions on the behalf of the papifts, of feveral na- 
tures, (whofe extraordinary patron indeed he was), and 
he being then prefent in the Houfe, feveral warrants 
under his own hand were produced for the difcharge 
of profecutions againft priefts, and for the releafe of 
priefts out of prifon : whereupon, whilft the matter 
ihould be debated, according to cuflom he was or- 
dered to withdraw, and fo went into the ufual place^ 
the committee-chamber ; immediately whereupon, 
the Houfe of Commons went to a conference with the 
Lords upon fome other occafion, and returning from 
that conference, no more refumed the debate of the 
Secretary ; but having confidered fome other bufinefs, 
rofe at their ufual hour j and fo the Secretary had li- 
berty to go to his own houfe ; from whence, obferv-* 
ing the difpofition of the Houfe, and well knowing 
what they were able to fay againfi: him, he had no more 
mind to truft himfelf in that company, but the fame 
night withdrew himfelf fronl any place where enquiry « did like- 
might be made for him, and was no more heard of tilltal^wrnr 
the news came of his being landed in France. dcbank. 

So that within lefs than fix weeks, for no more was 
yet ^lapfed, thefe terrible reformers had caufed the 
two greateft Counfellors of the kingdom, and whom 
they moft feared, and fo hated, to be removed from 
the King, and imprifoned, under an accufation of 
high treafon ; and frighted away the Lord Keeper 
of the Great Seal of England, and one of the princi- 
pal Secretaries of State, into foreign kingdoms, for 
fear of the like ; befides the preparing all the Lords 
of the Council, and very many of the principal Gen- 
tlemen throughout England, who (as was faid before) 
had been High Sheriffs, and Deputy-Lieutenants, to 

T 2 expedl 
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expeft fuch meafure of punifhment from their general 
votes and refolutions, as their future demeanour fhould 
draw upon them, for their paft offences : by which 
means, they were like to find no vigorous refiflance 
or oppofition in their fiirther deligns. 

I could never yet learn the true reafon, why they 
fufFered Secretary Windebank to efcape their jufl-ice, 
• (for the Lord Finch, it was vifible he was in their fa- 
vour, and they would gladly have preferved him in 
the place), againft whom they had more pregnant tef- 
timony of offences within the verge of the law, tnan 
againft any perfon they have accufed lincc this Par- 
liament, and of fome that, it may be, might have 
proved capital, and fo their appetite of blood might 
have been fatisfied : ^or, befides his frequent letters 
of interceffion in his own name, and lignification of 
his Majefty's pleafure, on the behalf of papifts and 
priefts, to the judges, and to other minifters of juftice ; 
and protedlions granted by himfelf to priefts, that no- 
body fhould moleft them ; he harboured fome priefts 
in his own houfe, knowing them to be fuch ; wliich, 
by the ftatute made in the twenty-ninth year of 
Queen Elizabeth, is made felony : and there were 
fome warrants under his own hand for the releafc of 
priefts out of Newgate, who were aftually attainted of 
treafon, and condemned to be hanged, drawn, and 
quartered ; which, by the ftriA letter of the ftatute, 
the lawyers faid, would have been very penal to him. 
I remember one ftory brought into the Houfe con- 
cerning him, that adminiftered fome mirth : A mef- 
fenger, (I think his name was Newton), who princi- 
pally attended the fervice of apprehending priefts, 
came one day to him in his garden, and told him, 
*^ that he had brought with him a prieft, a ftirring 
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*' and active perfon, whom he had apprehended that 
^^ mornings and defired to kndw^ to what prifon he 
*' fhould carry him." The Secretary fharply alked 
him, *' Whether he would never give over this blood- 
*^ thirfty himiour ?" and in great anger calling him 
knave^ and taking the warrant from him by which he 
had apprehended him^ departed without giving any 
other direAion. The meflenger, apjpalled, thought 
the prieft was fome perfon in fevour, and therefore 
took no more care of him, but fuiFered him to depart. 
The prieft, freed from this fright, went fecurely to his 
lodgings, and within two or three days was arrefted 
for debt, and carried in execution to prifon. Shortly 
after. Secretary Windebank fent for the meflenger, 
and afked him, " What was become of the prieft he 
^^ had at fuch a time brought before him ?" He told 
him, ^^ that he conceived his honour had been of- 
'* fended with the apprehenfion of him, and therefore 
" he had looked no farther after him." The Secre- 
tary in much pallion told him, ^^ the difcharging a 
^^ prieft was no light matter ; and that if he fpeedily 
^^ found him not, he fhould anfwer the default with 
'^ his life ; that the prieft was a dangerous fellow, and 
" muft not efcape in that fafhion." The meflenger, 
befides his natural uiclination to that exercife, terri- 
fied with thofe threats, left no means untried for the 
difcovery, and at laft heard where the man was in ex- 
ecution in prifon: thither he went, and demanded 
the prieft (who was not there known to be fuch) as 
his prifoner formerly, and efcaped from him ; and by 
virtue of his firft warrant took him again into his cuf- 
tody, and inunediately carried him to the Secretary ; 
and within few days after, the prieft w.as difcharged, 
and at liberty. The jailor, in whofe cuftody he had 
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been put for debt, was arrefted by the parties grieved, 
and he again fued the meifenger, who appealed for 
juftice to the Houfe of Commons againft the Se- 
cretary. 

This cafe had been prefented to the committee, 
and was ready to be reported, with all thofe warrants 
under his own hand before mentioned^ at the time 
when Secretary Windebank was in the Houfe. Be- 
iides that, he was charged by the Lords, by mcflage 
or at a conference, for breach of privilege at the dif- 
folution of the laft Parliament, and iigning warrants 
for the fearching the ftudies and papers of fome 
members ; for which, according to the doctrine then 
received, he might have been put into the cuftody of 
the Serjeant of the Houfe. But as the laft occafion 
was not laid hold of, becaufe it would have inevitably 
involved his brother Secretary, Sir Harry Vane, who 
was under the. fame charge, and againft whom indeed 
that charge was aimed : fo, it feems, they were con- 
tented he fhould make an efcape from any trial for 
the reft; either, becaufe they thought his place would 
be fooner void by his flight than by his trial, which 
would have taken up fome time, and required fome 
formality, they having defigned that place to Mr. 
HoUis; or, that they thought he would, upon any 
examination, draw in fomewhat to the prejudice of Sir 
Henry Vane, whom they were to protedt : and fo they 
were well content with his efcape. 

Having made their firft entrance upon bufinefs with 
this vigour, they proceeded every day with the lame 
fervour; and he who exprelTedmoft warmth againft the 
Court and the Government, was heard with the moft 
fsivour ; every day producing many formed elaborate 
orations againft all the aAs of State which had been 

done 
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done for many years preceding. That they might 
haften the profecution of the Earl of Strafford, which 
was their firft great defign, they made a clofe com- 
mittee of fuch members as they knew to be moft for 
their purpofe, who fhould, under an obligation of fe- 
crecy, prepare the heads of a charge againil him ; 
which had been fcldom or never heard of before in 
Parliament : and that they might be fure to do their 
bufinefs efFeAually, they fent a meflage to the Houfe 
of Peers, to defire them *^ to nominate a feledl com- 
** mittee likewife of a few, to examine upon oath fuch 
^* witneljes, as the committee of the Houfe of Com- 
" mons for preparing the charge againft the Earl of 
*^ Strafford Ihould produce before them, and in their 
** prefence, and upon fuch interrogatories as they 
" fhould offer ;" which, though it was without pre- 
cedent or example, the Lords prefently confented to, 
and named fuch men as knew well what they had to 
do. Then they caufed petitions to be every day pre- 
fented, by fome who had been grieved by any fevere 
fentences in the Star-Chamber, or committed by the 
Lords of the Council, againft Lords Lieutenants of 
counties, and their Deputy- Lieutenants, for having le- 
vied money upon the country, for conducing and 
clothing of foldiers, and other adlions of a martial na- 
ture, (which had been done by thofe officers fo quali- 
fied, from the time of Queen Elizabeth, and was prac- 
tifed throughout her reign), and againft Sheriffs, for 
having levied Ship-money. Upon all which petitions 
(the matter being prefled and aggravated ftill upon 
every particular by fome member of note and autho- 
rity, upon which) all the adls how formal and judicial 
foever, without fo much as hearing the fentences or ( 
judgments read, were voted " to be illegal, and againft 
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^^ the liberty and property of the fubjed ; and that 
*^ all who were guilty of fuch proceedings Ihould be 
^^ profecuted for their prefumption, and ihould likc- 
" wife pay damages to the perfons injured." 

By which general votes (all paffed within a ihort 
time after the fitting of the Parliament) they had 
made themfelves fo terrible, that ell Privy- Counfcl- 
lors, as well for what they had done at the Boards as 
in the Star-Chamber ; (where indeed many notable 
fentences had paffed, withtfome excefs in the punifh- 
ment) ; all Lords Lieutenants, who for the moft part 
were likewife Counfellors, whereof all were of the 
Houfe of Peers ; and then all who were Deputy-Lieu- 
tenants, or had been Sheriffs fince the firft ifluing out 
of writs for the colle<ftion of Ship-money, whereof 
very many were then of the Houfe of Commons ; 
found themfelves involved under fome of thofe votes, 
and liable to be proceeded againft upon the firft pro- 
vocation ; whereby they were kept in fuch awe, both 
in the one Houfe and the other, as if they were upon 
their good behaviour, that they durft not appear to 
diflike, much lefs to oppofe, whatfoever was pro- 
pofed. 

All perfons imprifoned for fedition by the Star- 
Chamber upon the moft folemn examination and the 
moft grave deliberation, were fet at liberty, that they 
might profecute their appeals in Parliament. In the 
mean time, though there were two armies in the 
bowels of the kingdom, at fo vaft an expence, care 
was taken only to provide money to pay them, with- 
out the leaft mention that the one ihould return into 
Scotland, and, the other be difbanded, that fo that 
vaft expence might be determined : but, on the con- 
trary, frequent infinuations were given, •^ that many 
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^ great things were firft to be done before the armies 
*^ could be difbanded ;" only they defired the King 
^^ that all Papifts might be forthwith cafhiered out 
" of his army," which his Majefty could not deny ; 
and fo fome officers of good account were immedi* 
ately difmiffed. 

It will not be impertinent nor unnatural to this The tempec 
prefent difcourfe, to fet down in this place the pre-Houfesat 
fcnt temper and conftitution of both Houfes of Parlia-andthT^' 
ment, that it maybe the Icfs wondered at, that fo^*^^ 
prodigious an alteration ihould be made in fo Ihort a^^^^s 

, - • men m 

time, and the Crown fallen fo low, that it could nei^bouu 
ther fupport itfelf and its own ntiajefty, nor them who 
would appear faithful to it. 

Of the Houfe of Peers, the great contrivers and de-'" «hc 
figners were, firft the Earl of Bedford, a wife man,Pwnthe 
and of too great and plentiful a fortune to wiih a Bedford; 
fubverlion of the government ; and it quickly ap^ 
peared, that he only intended to make himfelif and 
his friends great at Court, not at all to lelTen the 
Court itfelf* 

The Lord Vifcoxmt Say, a man of a clofe and re- The Lord 
fcrved nature, of a mean and narrow fortune, of great ^* 
parts, and of the higheft ambition; but whofe ambition 
would not be fatisfied with offices and preferments, 
without fome condefcenfions and alterations in ecclefi- 
aftical matters. He had for many years been the oracle 
of thofe who were called Puritans in the worft fenfe, 
and fteered all their counfels and defigns. He was a 
notorious enemy to the Church, and to moft of the 
eminent Churchmen, with fome of whom he had 
particular contefts. He had always oppofed and con* 
tradidled all a£is of State, and all taxes and impofi- 
tions, which were not exadly legal^ and fo had as 
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eminently and as obftinately refufed the payment of 
Ship-money as Mr. Hambden had done ; though the 
latter, by the choice of the King*s Council, had 
brought his caufe to be firft heard and argued, with 
which judgment it was intended the whole right of 
that matter Ihould be concluded, and all other caufes 
over-ruled. The Lord Say would not acquiefce, 
but preffed to have his own cafe argued, and was 
fo folicitous in perfon with all the judges, both pri- 
vately at their chambers, and publicly in the court 
at Weftminfter, that he was very grievous to them. 
His conunitment at York the year before, becaufe he 
refufed to take an oath, or rather fubfcribe a protefb- 
tion, againft holding intelligence with the Scots, 
when the King firft marched againft them, had given 
him much credit. In a word, he had very great au- 
thority with all the difcontented party throughout 
the kingdom, and a good reputation with many who 
were not difcontented, who believed him to be a wife 
man and of a very ufeful temper, in an age of licence, 
and one who would ftill adhere to the law. 
The Lord The Lord Mandevile, eldeft fon to the Lrord Privy- 
'Seal, was a perfon of great civility, and very well 
bred, and had been early in the Court under the fa- 
vour of the Duke of Buckingham, a lady of whofe 
. family he had married : he had attended upon the 
Prince when he was in Spain, and had been called to 
the Houfe of Peers in the life-time of his father, by 
the name of the Lord Kimbolton, which was a very 
extraordinary favour. Upon the death of the Duke 
of Buckingham, his wife being likewife dead, he 
married the daughter of the Earl of Warwick; a man 
in no grace at Court, and looked upon as the greateft 
patron of the Puritans, becaufe of much the greateft 
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eftate of all who favoured them, and fo was efteemed 
by them with great application and veneration: 
though he was of a life very licentious, and uncon- 
formable to their profefled rigour, which they rather 
difpenfed with, than they would withdraw from a 
houfe where they received fo eminent a protedtion, 
and fuch notable bounty. Upon this latter marriage 
the Lord Mandevile totally eftranged himfelf from 
the Court, and upon all occalions appeared enough 
to diflike what was done there, and engaged himfelf 
wholly in the converfation of thofe who were moft 
notorioufly of that party, whereof there was a kind of 
fraternity of many perfons of good condition, who 
chofe to live together in one family, at a gentleman's 
houfe of a fair fortune, near the place where the 
Lord Mandevile lived; whither others of that claiiis 
likewife reforted, and maintained a joint and mutual 
correfpondence and converlation together with much 
familiarity and friendfhip : that Lord, to fupport and 
the better to improve that popularity, living at a 
much higher rate than the narrow exhibition allowed 
to him by his wary father could juflify, making up 
the reft by contracting a great debt, which long lay 
heavy upon him ; by which generous way of living, 
and by his natural civility, good manners, and good 
nature, which flowed towards all men, he was univer- 
ially acceptable and beloved ; and no man more in 
the confidence of the difcontented and factious party 
than he, and none to whom the whole mafs of their 
deiigns, as well what remained in chaos as what was 
formed, was more entirely communicated, and no man 
more confulted with. And therefore thefe three 
Lords are nominated as the principal agents in the 
Houfe of Peers, (though there were many there of 

quality 



^84 THE HrSTORY Book III. 

quality and intereft much fuperior to any of them), 
becaufe they were principally and abfolutely trufted 
by thofe who were to manage all in the Houfe of 
Commons, and to raife that fpirit which was upon all 
occafions to inflame the Lords. Yet it being enough 
known and underilood, that^ how indifpofed and angry 
foever many of them at prefent appeared to be, there 
would be ftill a major part there, who would, if they 
were not over-reached, adhere to the King and the 
eftablifhed Government, and therefore thefe three per- 
fons were trufted without referve, and relied upon fo to 
fleer, as might increafe their party by all the arts 
imaginable ; and they had dexterity enough to appear 
to depend upon thofe three Lords, who were looked 
upon as greater, and as popular men; and to be fubfcr- 
vient to their purpofes, whom in truth they governed 
and difpofed of. 
The Earl of And by thefc artifices, and application to his va- 
nity, and magnifying the general reputation and ae- 
dit he had with the people, and fharpening the fenfe 
he had of his late ill treatment at Court, they fully 
prevailed upon, and pofiefied themfelves of, the Earl 
of Eilex ; who, though he was no good fpeaker in 
public, yet, by having fate long in Parliament, was 
fo well acquainted with the order of it in very adive 
times, that he was a better fpeaker there than any 
where elfe, and being always heard with attention and 
refpeft, had much authority in the debates. Nor 
did he need any incitement (which made all ap- 
proaches to him the more eafy) to do any thing 
againft the perfons of the Lord ArchbiAiop of Can- 
terbury and the Lord Lieutenant of Ireland, towards 
whom he profefied a full diflike ; who were the only 
perfons againft whom there was any declared defigo, 
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and againft whom the Scots had in their manifefto 
demanded juftice, as the caufe of the war between 
the nations. And in this profecution there was too 
great a concurrence : Warwick, Brook, Wharton, 
Paget, Howard, and fome others, implicitly followed 
and obferved the dilates of the Lords mentioned 
before, and ftarted or feconded what they were di- 
rcdted. 

In the Houfe of Commons were many perfons of in the 
wifdom and gravity, who being poifeiied of great and commons, 
plentiful fortunes, though they were undevoted enough 
to the Court, had all imaginable duty for the King, 
and affe<5lion to the Government eftabliihed by law 
or ancient cuflom ; and without doubt, the major 
part of that body conlifted of men who had no mind 
to break the peace of the kingdom, or to make any 
coniiderabie alteration in the Government of Church 
or State : and therefore all inventions were fet on foot 
from the beginning to work on them, and corrupt 
them, by fuggeftions •* of the dangers which threat- 
" ened all that was precious to the fubjeft in their 
** liberty and their property, by overthrowing or 
*^ ovcr-maftering the law, and fubje<5ling it to an ar- 
^* bitrary power, and by countenancing popery to the 
•* fubverfion of the Proteftant religion ;" and then, 
by infilling terrible apprehenfions into fome, and fo 
working upon their fears ^' o£ being called in queftion 
** for fomewhat they had done," by which they would 
ftand in need of their proteAion; and raifing the 
hopes of others, *^ that, by concurring with them, they 
•' ihould be fure to obtain offices, and honours, and 
" any kind of preferment." Though there were too 
ttiany corrupted and mifled by thefe feveral tempta- 
tions^ and others who needed no other temptations 
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than from the fiercenefs of their own natures, and the 
malice they had contradled againft the Church and 
againft the Court ; yet the number was not great of 
thofe in whom the government of the reft was vefted, 
nor were there many who had the abfolute authority 
to lead, though there was a multitude difpofed to fol- 
low- 
Mr. pym i, Mr, Pym was looked upon as the man of greateft 
experience in Parliament, where he had ferved very 
long, and was always a man of bufinefs, being an of- 
ficer in the Exchequer, and of a good reputation ge- 
nerally, though known to be inclined to the Puritan 
faftion ; yet not of thofe furious refolutions againft 
the Church as the other leading men were, and wholly 
devoted to the Earl of Bedford, who had nothing of 
that fpirit, 
Mr. Hamb* Mr. Hambdcu was a man of much greater cunning, 
^» and it may be of the moft difcerning fpirit, and of 
the greateft addrefs and iniinuation to bring any thing 
to pafs which he defired, of any man of that time, and 
who laid the defign deepeft. He was a gentleman of 
a good extradion, and a fair fortune, who, from a life 
of great pleafure and licence, had on a fudden retired 
to extraordinary fobriety and ftri<ftnefs, and yet re- 
tained his ufual cheerfiilnefs and affability ; which, 
together with the opinion of his wifdom and juftice, 
and the courage he had fhewed in oppoling the Ship- 
money, raifed his reputation to a very great height, not 
only in Buckinghamfhire, where he lived, but gene- 
rally throughout the kingdom. He was not a man of 
many words, and rarely begun the difcourfe, or made 
the firft entrance upon any buiinefsthat was afTumed; 
but a very weighty fpeaker, and after he had heard a 
full debate^ and obferved how the Houfe was like to 
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be inclined, took up the argument, and Ihortly, and 
clearly, and craftily, fo ftated it, that he commonly 
condu6led it to the conclufion he defired ; and if he 
found he could not do that, he was never without the 
dexterity to divert the debate to another time, and to 
prevent the determining any thing in the negative, 
which might prove inconvenient in the future. He 
made fo great a Ihew of civility, and modefty, and 
humility, and always of miftrufting his own judgment, 
and efteeming his with whom he conferred for the 
prefent, that he feemed to have no opinions or refo- 
lutions, but fuch as he contracted from the informa- 
tion and inflrucSlion he received upon the difcourfes 
of others, whom he had a wonderful art of governing, 
and leading into his principles and inclinations, whilft 
they believed that he wholly depended upon their 
counfel and advice. No man had ever a greater power 
over himfelf, or was lefs the man that he feemed to 
be, which Ihortly after appeared to every body, when 
^e cared lefs to keep on the maik. 

Mr. Saint-John, who was in a firm and entire con- Mr. SainN 
junction with the other two, was a lawyer of Lincoln's "'^*^°* 
Inn, known to be of parts and induflry, but not taken 
notice of for praftice in Weftminfter-Hall, till he ar- 
gued at the £xchequer*Chamber the cafe of Ship- 
money on the behalf of Mr. Hambden ; which gave 
him much reputation, and called him into all courts, 
and to all caufes, where the King's prerogative was 
moft conteftcd. He was a man referved, and of a 
dark and clouded countenance, very proud, and con- 
verfing with very few, and thofe, men of his own hu- 
mour and inclinations. He had been queftioned, 
committed, and brought into the Star-Chamber, many 
years before, with other perfons of great name and re* 
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putation, (which firft brought his name upon the ftagc), 
for communicating fome paper among themfelves, 
which fome nien at that time had'a mind to have ex- 
tended to a defign of fedition : but it being quickly 
evident that the profecution would not be attended 
with fuccefs, they were all fliortly after difcharged ; 
but he never forgave the Court the firft aflault, and 
contracted an implacable difpleafure againft the 
Church purely from the company he kept. He was 
of an intimate truft with the Earl of Bedford^ to 
whom he was in fome fort allied^ (being a natural fon 
of the Houfe of BuUingbrook), and by him brought 
into air matters where himfelf was to be concerned. 
It was generally believed, that thefe three perfons, 
with the other three Lords mentioned before, were of 
the moft intimate and entire truft with each other, 
and made the engine which moved all the reft ; yet 
it was vifible, that Nathsmiel Fiennes, the fecond fon 
of the Lord Say, and Sir Harry Vane, eldeft fon to 
the Secretary, and Treafurer of the Houfe, were re- 
ceived by them with full confidence and without re- 
ferve, 
Mr. Na. The former, being a man of good parts of learning, 
Ficnncs; and after fome years fpent in New College in Oxford, 
of which his father had been formerly Fellow, (that 
fiunily claiming atid enjoying many privileges there, 
as of kin to the Founder), had fpent his time abroad, in 
Geneva and amongft the cantons of Switzerland, 
where he improved his difinclination to the Church, 
with which milk he had been nurfed. From his tra- 
vels he returned through Scotland (which few txavel- 
lers took in their way home) .at the time when that 
rebellion was in the bud ; and was very little known, 
except amongft that people, which converfed wholly 
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tmongft themfelves, until he was now found in Par- 
liament, when it was quickly difcovered, that as he 
was the darling of his father, fo he was like to make . 
good whatfoever he had for many years promifed. 

The other. Sir Harry Vane, was a man of great na-sir Hany 
tund parts, and of very profound diffimulation, of anj^!^"" 
quick conception, and very ready, iharp, and weighty 
exprefiion. He had an unufual afpe(S, which, though 
it might naturally proceed both from his father and 
mother, neither of which were beautiful perfons, yet 
made men think there was ibmething in him of extras- 
ordinary ; and his whole life made good that imagi* 
nation. Within a ycrjr ihort time after he returned 
from his ftudies in Magdalen College in Oxford, 
where, though he was under the care of a very worthy 
tutor, he lived not with great exadlnefs, he fpent 
fome litde time in France, and more in Geneva ; and, 
after his return into England, contracted a frUl preju- 
dice and bitternefs againft the Church, both againft 
the form of the government, and the Liturgy, which 
was generally in great reverence, even with many of 
thofe who were not friends to the other. In this gid« 
dinefs, which then much difpleafed, or feemed to 
difpleafe, his father, who ftill appeared highly con« 
formable, and exceeding (harp againft thofe who were 
not, he traniported himlelf into New England, a co* 
lony within few years before planted by a mixture of 
all religions, which difpofed the profeifors to diflike 
the government of the Church ; who were qualified 
by the King's charter to choofe their own govern* 
ment and governors, under the obligation, <^ that eve«- 
^^ ry man ihould take the oaths of allegiance and fu - 
•* premacy ;" which all the firft planters did, when they 
received their charter, before they tranfported them^ 
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feltes from hence,- nor was there in many years 'the 
leaft fcruple amongft them of complying with thofe 
obligations ; fo far men were, in the infancy of their 
fchifmj from refilling to take lawful oaths. He was 
no fooner landed there^ but his parts made him quick- 
ly taken notice of, and very probably his quality, be- 
ing the eldeft fon of a Privy-Counfellor, might give 
him fome advantage ; infomuch that, when the next 
feafon came for the elcdion of their magiftrates, he 
was chofen their Governor : in which place he had fo 
ill fortune (his working and unquiet fancy railing and 
infilling a thoufand fcrupdes of confcience, which they 
had not brought over with them, nor heard of before) 
that he unfatisfied with them, and they with him, he 
tranfported himfelf into England ; having fo\yed fuch 
feed of diflenlion there, as grew up too profperoufly, 
and miferabiy divided the poor colony into feveral 
fadtions, and divilions, and perfecutiohs of each other, 
which ftill continue to the great prejudice of that 
plantation : infomuch as fome of them, upon the 
ground of the firft expedition, liberty of confcience, 
have withdrawn themfelves firom their jurifdi<ftion, 
and obtained other charters from the King, by which^ 
in other forms of government, they have enlaiged 
their plantation^ within new limits adjacent to the 
other. He was no fooner returned into England, than 
he feemed to be much reformed firom his extravagan- 
cies, and> with his.father's approbation and direftion, 
married a lady of a. good family, and by his fiither's 
credit with the Earl of Northumberland, who was 
High Admiral of England, was joined prefently and 
jointly with Sir William RulTel in the office of Ttea- 
furer of the Navy, (a place of great truft and profit), 
which he equally Ihared with the other, and feemed a 
: man 



OP THE REBELLION, &c. 291. 

man well fatisfied and compofed to the Govermnent* 
When his father received the difobligation from the 
Lord Strafford, by his being created Baron of Raby, 
the houfe and land of Vane, (which title he had pro- 
mifed himfelf, but it was unluckily caft upon the 
Earl, purely out of contempt of Vane), they fucked in 
all the thoughts of revenge imaginable ; and from 
thence the fon betook himfelf to the friendlhip of 
Mr. Pym, and all other difcontented or feditious per- 
fons, and contributed all that intelligence (which will 
hereafter be mentioned, as he himfelf will often be) 
that defigned the ruin of the Earl, and which grafted 
him in the entire confidence of thofe who promoted 
the fame ; fo that nothing was concealed from him, 
though it is believed that iie communicated his own 
thoughts to very few. 

Denzill Hollis, the. younger fon and younger bro* Mr. pcnzin 
ther of the Earls of Clare, was as much valued and ef- 
teemed by the whole party, as any man j as he de- 
ferved to be, being of more accompli fhed parts than 
any of them, and of great reputation by the part he 
a£ted againfl the Court and the Duke of Buckingham, 
in the Parliament of the fourth year of the King, (the 
laft Parliament that had been before the fhort one in 
April), and his long imprifonment, and fharp profe- 
cution afterwards, upon that account ; of which he 
retained the memory with acrimony enough. But he 
would in no degree intermeddle in the counfel or pro- 
fecution of the Earl of StraiFord, (which he could not 
prevent), who had married his lifter, by whom he had 
all his children, which made him a firanger to all 
thofe confultations, though it did not otherwife inter- 
rupt the friendlhip he had with the moft violent of 

u a thofe 
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thofe profecutors. In all other contnvances he was 
in the moft fecret counfels with thofe who moft go- 
verned, and was refpec^ed by them with Very fubmifs 
applications as a man of authority. Sir Gilbert Ger- 
rard, the Lord Digby, Strode, Hailerigg; and the 
northern Gentlemen, who were moft angry with the 
Earl, or apprehenfive of their own being in the mercy 
of the Houfe, as Hotham, Choloiely, and Stapleton ; 
with fome popular lawyers of the Houfe, who did 
aot fufpec^ any wickednefs in defign, and fo became 
involved by degrees in the worft, obferved and pur- 
fued the di^lates and diredions of the other, accord- 
ing to the parts which were affigned to them upon 
emergent occaiions : whilft the whole Houfe looked 
on with wonder and amazement, without any man's 
interpoling to allay the pailion and the fury with 
which fo many were tranfported. 

This was the prefent temper and conftitutton of 
^oth Houfes of Parliament upon their firft coming 
together, when (as Tacitus fays of the Jews, ** that 
*' they exercifed the higheft offices of kindnefs and 
'' friendfhip towards each other, ^ adverfus omnes alios 
** hqfiile odium'*) they watched all thofe who they knew 
were not of their opinions, nor like to be, with all 
poflible jealoufy ; and if any of their eleAions could 
be brought into queftion, they were fure to be voted 
out of the Houfe, and then all the artifices were ufed 
to bring in more fan^ified members ; fo that every 
week increafed the number of their party, both by 
new eledions, and the profelytes they gained upon 
the old. Nor was it to be wondered at, for they pre- 
tended all public thoughts, and only the reformation 
of difapproved and odious enormities^ and diflembled 

all 
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all purpofes of removing foundations, which, though 
it was in the hearts of fome, they had not the courage 
and confidence to communicate it. 

The Englifh and the Scottiih armies remained quiet 
in their feveral quarters in the north, without any adls 
of hoftility, under the obligation of the cefTation, 
which was fbill prorogued from month to month, that 
the people might believe that a full peace would he 
quickly concluded. And the treaty, which during tJjcScoi. 
the King s being at York had been held at Rippon, miffionerf 
being now adjourned to Iiondon, the Scottiih Com-* Lon^, 
miffioncrs (whereof the Earl of Rothes, and the Lord^yJ^^, 
Lowden, who hath been mentioned before, wer^ the 
chief) came thither in great fiate, and were received 
by the King with that countenance, which he could 
not choofe but ihew to them ; and were then lodged 
in the heart of the city, near London-Stone, in a houfe 
which ufed to be inhabited by the Lord Mayor or 
one of the Sheriffs, and was fituate fo near to the 
church of St. Antholins, (a place in late times made 
f<unous by fome feditious leAurer), that there was a 
way out of it into a gallery of the church. This be- 
nefit was well forefeen on all fides in the acconunoda- 
tion, and this church aiiigned to them for their own 
devotions, where one of their own chaplains ftill 
preached, amongft which Alexander Henderfon wag 
the chief, who was likewife joined with' them in the 
treaty in all matters which had reference to religion : 
and to hear thofe fermons there was fo great a con* 
flux and refort, by the citizens out of humour and 
fadlion; by others of all qualities out of curiofity ; and 
by fome that they might the better jufl:ify the con- 
tempt they had of them, that from the firft appear- 
ance of day in the morping on every Sunday, to the 
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fliutting in of the light, the church was never empty. 
They (efpecially the women) who had the happinefs 
to get into the church in the morning (they who 
could not, hung upon or about the windows without, 
to be auditors or fped^ators) keeping their places till 
the afternoon's exercife was finilhed, which both 
morning and afternoon, except to palates and appe- 
tites ridiculoully corrupted, was the moft infipid and 
flat that could be delivered upon any deliberation. 

The Earl of Rothes had been the chief architeft of 
that whole .machine from the beginning, and was a 
man very well bred, and of very good parts, and great 
addrefs ; in his perfon very acceptable, pleafant in 
converfation, very free and amorous, and unreftrained 
in his difcourfe by any fcruples of religion, which he 
only put on when the part he was to aft required it, and 
then no man could appear more confcientioufly tranf- 
ported. There will be fometimes occalion to men- 
tion him hereafter, as already as much hath been (aid 
of the other, the Lord Lowden, as is yet necelTary. 
A commit- They were no fooner come to the town, but a new 
HoufJl'^ committee of the members of both Houfes, fuch as 
tt^Twiih ^^^^ ^^^ acceptable to them, was appointed to renew 
thcScottiihand continue the treaty with them th^t had been be- 
fioncrs. gun at Rippon : and then they publiihed and printed 
their declaration againft the Archbifhop of Canter- 
bury and the Lieutenant of Ireland, in which they 
faid, " That as they did referve thofe of their own 
" country who had been incendiaries between the two 
** kingdoms, to be proceeded againft in their own Par- 
" liament; fo they defired no other juftice to be done 
*^ againft thefe two criminal perfons but what fhould 
** feem good to the wifdom of the Parliament." 
It was eafily difcerned (by thofe who faw at any 
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diftance, and who had been long jealous of that trick) 
from that expreffion concerning their own country men^ 
that they meant no harm to the Marquis of fiagiilton, 
againft whom, in the beginning of the rebellion, all 
their bitternefs feemed to be directed, and who was 
tbpught to have the leall portion of kindnefs or good- 
will from the three nations, of any man who related 
to the King*s fervice. But he had, by the friendlhip 
he had ihewed to the Lord Lowden,and procuring 
his liberty when he was in the Tower for fo notorious 
a treafon, and was to be in the head of another as 
Ibon as he ihould be at liberty ; and by his applica- 
tion and dexterity at York in the meeting of the great 
Council, and with the Scottilh Commiffioners em- 
ployed tliither before the treaty ; and by his promife 
of future offices and fervices, which he made good 
abundantly; procured as well from the Engliih as the 
Scots all afTurance of indemnity : which they fo dili- 
gently made good, that they were not more folicitous 
to contrive and find out evidence or information 
againft the other two great men, than they were to 
prevent all information or complaint, and to ftifle all 
evidence which was offered or could be produced 
againft the Marquis. 

And they were exceedingly vigilant to prevent the 
Scottiih Commiffioners entering into any familiarity 
or converfation with any who were not faft to their 
party : infomuch as one day the Earl of Rothes walk- 
ing in Wcftminfter-Hall with Mr. Hyde, towards 
whom he had a kindnefs by reafon of their mutual 
friendihip with fome perfons of honour, and they two 
walking towards the gate to take coach to make a vi- 
fit together, the Earl on a fudden defired the other 
*^ to walk towards tlie coach, and he would overtake 
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" htm by the time he came thither ;** but ftaying 
very long, he imagined he might be diverted from hia 
purpofe^ and fo walked back into the Hall, where 
prefently meeting him, they both purfued their for- 
mer intention ; and being in the coach, the Earl told 
him, ^^ that he mufb excufe his having made him ihiy 
'• fo long, becaufe he had been detained only con- 
*^ cerning him ; that when he was walking with him, 
'^ a gentleman paffing by touched his cloak, which 
'* made him defire the other to go before ; and turn- 
*' ing to the other perfon, he faid, that feeing him 
'^ walk in fome familiarity with Mr. Hyde, he thought 
" himfelf obliged to tell him, that he walked with the 
•* greateft enemy the Scottiih nation had in the Par- 
^' liament, and that he ought to take heed how he 
^' commimicated any thing of importance to him ; 
^^ and that after he was parted with that gentleman, 
^' before he could pafs through the Hall, four or five 
" other eminent men> feverally, gave him the lame 
*^ advertifement and caution ;" and then fpoke as un* 
concernedly and as merrily of the perfons and their 
jealoufy as the other could do. Men who were fo fa* 
gacious in purfuing their point were not like to mif- 
carry. 

The firft compliment they put upon the Scottifh 
Commi/iioners was, that they were carefied by both 
Houfes with all poilible expreffions of kindnefs at 
leaft, if not of fubmiilion ; and an order was carefully 
entered, ^^ that upon all occafions the appellation 
" Ihould be ufed of Our Brethren tff Scotland \' and 
upon that, wonderful kind com|diment8 pafled, of a 
iincere refolution of amity and union between the two 
nations. 

Things being thus confiituted, it became them to 
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(atisfy ibe public expecftation in the difcovery of their 
new treafons, and in fpeedy proceedmgs againft thofe 
two great perfons. For the better preparing whereof, 
and £sicilitating whatever elfe ihould be neceflary for 
that enterprife, the Scottifh Ccxnmiilioners in the 
name of that nation prefented (as is (aid before) two 
diftin<% declarations, againft the perfons of the Arch- 
biihop and the Earl of Strafford, ftuffed with as much 
bittemeis and virulency as can be imagined, making 
them ** the odious incendiaries of the differences be- 
^' tween the two nations, and the original caufes of all 
^ thofe calamines in that kingdom which begot thofe 
*^ difierences, and moft pathetically preiiing for juf* 
" tice againft them both." Thefe difcourfes (for 
\each of them coniifted of many iheets of paper) were 
1 publicly read in both Houfes ; that againft the Arch* 

V biihop of Canterbury was for the prefent laid aiide, 

V and I am perfuaded,at that rime, without any thought 
of refuming it, hoping that his age and imprifonment 
would have quickly freed them from £uther trouble. 

But a fpeedy proceeding againft the other was vehe- Proceed, 
mently prefted, as of no lefs importance than thewSds^he 
peace between the two kingdoms, not without fome^^^-^ 
intimarion, ** that there could be no expedation that''**** 
** the Scottiih army would ever rerire into their coun- 
^^ try, and confequently that the King's army could 
** be dift>anded, before exemplary juftice was done 
** upon that Earl to their iatis£ei<Stion«" When they 
had inflamed men with this confiderarion fufticiently, 
they, without any great difficulty, (in order to the ne- 
ccflary expedition for that trial), prevailed in two pro- 
poiitions of moft fatal confequence to the King's fer^ 
vice, and to the iafety and integrity of all honeft 
ttien. 

The 
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The firft, " for a committee to be fettled of both 
** Houfes for the taking preparatory examinations/* 
Thus the allegation was, " That the charge againft 
^' the Earl of Strafford was of an extraordinary nature, 
'' being to make a treafon evident out of a complica- 
'^ tion of feveral ill adts ; that he muft be traced 
'^ through many dark paths^ and this precedent fedi- 
^' tious difcourfe compared with that fubfequent out- 
*' rageous aftion, the circumftances of both which 
^' might be equally coniiderable with the mattefitfelf; 
*' and therefore that, before this charge could be fo 
^' directly made and prepared as was necefiary,*' (for 
he was hitherto only accufed generally of treafon)^ 
^* it was requiiite^ that a committee fhould be made 
^< of both Houfes to examine fome witneffes upon 
^^ oath, upon whofe depofitions his impeachment 
*^ would eafily be framed." This was no fooner pro- 
pofed in the Houfe of Commons, than confented to ; 
and upon as little debate yielded to by the Lords ^ 
and the committee fettled accordingly : without con- 
iidering that fuch an inquilition (befides that the fame 
was contrary to the pradice of former times) would 
, eafily prepare a charge againft the moft innocent man 

alive ; where that liberty fhould be taken to examine 
a man*s whole life; and all the light, and all the private 
difcourfes had paiTed from him, might be tortured, 
perverted, and applied, according to the confcience 
and the craft of a diligent and malicious profecution. 
The fecond was, << for the examining ujpon oath 
<< Privy-Counfellors, upon fuch matters as had paffed 
" at the Council-Table." The allegation for this 
was, '^ That the principal ingredient into the treafon 
^ with which the Earl was to be charged, was, a pur- 
*^ pofe to change the form of government ; and, in- 
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^ ftead of that fettled by law, to introduce a power 
" merely arbitrary. Now this defign muft be made 
** evident, as well by the advices which he gave, and 
^^ the expreffions he uttered upon emergent occalions, 
** as by his public aftions ; and thofe could not be 
*' difcovered, at leaft not proved, but by thofe who 
" were prefent at fuch confultations, and they were 
" only Privy-Counfellors." As it was alleged, •* That 
^< at his coming from Ireland the Earl had faid in 
** Council there. That if ever he returned to that 
** fword again, he would not leave a Scottifh-man in 
** that kingdom : and at his arrival in this kingdom, 
" the Lord Mayor and fome Aldermen of London at- 
^ tending the Board about the loan of moneys, and 
" not giving that fatisfadlion was expeded, that he 
** ihould pull a letter out of his pocket, and fliew 
'* what courfe the King of France then took for the 
'' railing of money ; and that he fhould tell the King, 
** That it would never be well till he hanged up a 
" Lord Mayor of London in the city to terrify the 
« reft." 

• There was no greater difficulty to fatisfy the.Houfe 
of Commons with the reafonablenefs of this, than of 
the former; but the comparing it was not lik€ to 
be eafy ; for it was vifible, that, though the Lords 
ihould join with them, (which was not to be de- 
fpaired), the Privy-Counfellors would infift upon the 
oath they had taken, and pretend, " that without the 
" King's confent they might not difcover any thing 
" that had pafled at that Board ; fo that the greateft 
^* difficulty would be, the procuring the King's con- 
*' fent for the betraying himfelf : but this muft be in- 
" lifted on, for God forbid that it might be fafe for 
** any defpefate wicked counfellor to propofe and ad- 
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^' vife at that Board'' (which in the intervak of FaLt^ 
liaments wholly difpofed the affairs of State) '^ courfea 
*^ deftrudive to the health and being of the king-* 
^' dom ; and that the ibvereign phyfician, the Par- 
^* liament, (which had the only ikill to cure thofe 
*' contagious and epidemical difeafes), ihould be hin« 
<^ dered from preferring the public^ becaufe no evi- 
^^ dence muft be given of fuch corrupt and wkLed 
'^ counfels." And fo provided with this fpecious 
oratory, they defire the Lords '^ to concur with them 
^* for this neceflary examination of Privy-CounfeU 
*' lors ;*' who, without much debfLte, (for the perfons 
concerned knew well their a6ts were viiible and pub-* 
lie enough, and therefore ccmfidered not much what 
words had pafled), confented, and appointed fome to 
attend the King for his confent: who, not well weight- 
ing the confequence, and being in public Council 
unanimoufly adviied ^* to confent to it ; and that the 
'^ not doing it would lay fome taint upon his Coun- 
^^ cil, and be a tacit confeifion, that there had been 
^' agitations at that place which would not endure the 
'Might ;•• yielded that they ihould be examined: 
which was fpeedily done accordingly, by the com*- 
mittee of both Houfes appointed for that purpofe. 

The damage was not to be exprefied, and the ruin 
that laft a6t brought to the King was irreparable ; 
for, belides that it ferved their turn (which no quef- 
tion they had difcovered before) to prove thofe words 
againft the Earl of Strafford, which Sir Harry Vane 
fo pundlually remembered, (as yqu ihall find at the 
EarFs trial), and betides that it was matter of horror 
to the Counfellors, to find that they might be ar* 
raigned for every rafli, every inconiiderate, every im- 
perious exprellion or word they had ufed there ; and 
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fo made them more engaged to fervile applications ; 
it baniihed for ever all future freedom from that 
Board, and thofe perfons, from whom his Majefly was 
to eacpedt advice in his greatefk ftraits ; all men fa« 
tisfying themfelves, <^ that they were ao more obliged 
'^to deliver their opinions t^re freely, when they 
^ might be impeached in another place for £b do* 
^ ing ;'* and the evincing this fo ufeful dodrine was 
without doubt more the defign of thofe grand ma- 
nagers, than any hope they had, of receiving further 
information thereby, than they had before. 

And for my part^ I muft aik leave of thofe noble 
Lords, who after the King^s confent gave themfelves 
liberty to be examined, to fay^ that if they had well 
confidered the oath they had taken when they were 
admitted to that fociety, which was. To ieep/ecret all 
matters committed and revealed to thetrty or that Jhould 
be treated of fecretly in CoundU they would not have 
believed, that the King himfelf could have difpenfed 
with that part of their oath. It is true, there is an- 
other claufe in their oath, that allows them with the 
King*s confent to reveal a matter of Council: but 
that \%y only what fhall touch another Counfellor ; 
which they are not to do without the leave of the 
King, or the CounciL 

It was now time to mind themfelves, as well as the 
public, and to repair, as well as pull down; and there* 
fore, as the principal reafon (as was iaid before) for 
the accufing thofe two great perfons of high treafon 
(that is, of the general confent to it before any evi- 
dence was required) was, that they might be removed 
from the King*3 prefence and his counfels, without 
which they conceived theirs would have no power 
with him ; fo that being compafled, care was taken 

to 
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to infiife into the King by Marquis Hamilton, (who 
you heard before was licenfed to take care of him- 
felf ; and was now of great intimacy with the go- 
verning and undertaking party), « that his Majefty 
" having declared to his people, that he really intend- 
*^ ed a reformation of all thofe extravagancies which 
^< former neceilities, or occaiions, or mifbkes, had 
" brought into the Government of Church or State * 
^^ he could not give a more lively and.demonftrable 
" evidence^ and a more gracious inftance of fuch his 
** intention, than by calling fuch perfons to his coun-* 
*' cil, whom the people generally thought mofk in- 
•* clined to, and intent upon, fuch reformation : be-^ 
** fides, that this would be a good means to preferve 
^^ the dignity and juft power of that Board, which 
^^ might otherwife, on the account of the late ex- 
** cefs and violation, be more fubje6l to inconvenient 
^* attempts for the future." 
DWcttnctr Hereupon in one day "were fworn Privy-Counfel- 
coSfciion lors, much to the public joy, the Earl of Hertford, 
J^™p^(whom the King afterwards made Marquis), the Earl 
p»rty- of Bedford, the Earl of Eflex, the Earl of Briftol, the 
Lord Say, the Lord Savile, and the Lord Kimbol- 
ton; and within two or three days after, the Earl 
of Warwick: being all perfons at that time very 
gracioils to the people, or to the Scots, by whofc 
eledlion and difcretion the people chofe ; and had 
been all in fome umbrage at Court, and moft in vifi* 
ble disfavour there. This aft the King did very 
cheerfully i heartily inclined to fome of them, as he 
had reafon ; and not apprehending any inconvenience 
by that a6k from the others, whom he thought this 
light of his grace would reform, or at leaft reflrain. 
But the calling and admitting men to that Board 

is 
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IS not a work that can be indifferent ; the reputatidit, 
if not the government^ of the State depending on it* 
And though^ it may be^ there hath been too much 
curioiity heretofore ufed to difcover men's humours 
in particular points, before they have received that 
honour ; whereas poilibly fuch differences were ra- 
ther to have been defired than avoided ; yet there are 
certain opinions, certain propolitions, and general 
principles, that whofoever does not hold, and does not 
believe, is not, without great danger, to be accepted 
for a Privy-Counfellor. As, whofoever is not fixed 
to monarchical grounds, the prefervation and uphold- 
ing whereof is the chief end of fuch a council : who- 
foever doth not believe that, in order to that great 
end, there is a dignity, a freedom, a jurifdid^ion moft 
elTential to be preferved in and to that place ; and 
takes not the prefervation thereof to heart; ought 
never to be received there. What in prudence is to 
be done towards that end, admits a latitude that honeffc 
and wife men may fafely and profitably differ in; and 
thofe differences (which I faid before there was too 
much unfkilful care to prevent)* ufually produce great 
advantages in knowledge and wifdom : but the end 
itfelf, that which the Logicians call the termhms ad 
guem, ought always^to be a fqftula^umy which whofo- 
ever doubts, dcilroys : and princes cannot be too 
firidi, too tender, in this confideration, in the confti- 
tuting the body of their privy-council; upon the 
prudent doing whereof much of their fafety, more of 
their honour and reputation (which is the life itfelf 
of princes) both at home and abroad neceffarily de* 
pends; and the inadvertencies in this point have 
been, mediately or immediately, the root and the 
fpring of mofl of the calamities that have enfued. 

Two 
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Two reafons have been frequently giren by princes 
for overiights, or for wilful breaches^ in this im- 
portant diipenfation of their favours. The firft, 
^^ that fuch a man can do no harm ;* when^ God 
knows, few men have done more harm than thofe 
who have been thought to be able to do leaft ; and 
there cannot be a greater error, than to believe, a maa 
whom we fee qualified with too mean parts to do 
good, to be therefore incapable of doing hurt : there 
is a fupply of malice, of pride^ of indnftry, and even 
of folly, in the weakeft, when he iets his heart upon 
it, that makes a ftrange progrefs in mifchief. The 
iecond, ^' when perfons of ordinary faculties, either 
*^ upon importunity, or other collateral neipe^s^ have 
*< been introduced there^ that it is but a place of ho- 
^^ nour, and a general teftimony of the King's afiec- 
^^ tion ;'' and fo it hath been as it were referved as a 
preferment for thofe, who were fit for no other pre- 
ferment. As amongft the Jefuits they have a rule, 
that they who are unapt for greater ftudies, fhall 
fhidy cafes of confcience. By this means the number 
hath been increafed, which in itfelf breeds great in* 
conveniences ; fince a lefs number are fitter both 6x 
counfel and di^atch, in matters of the greateft mo- 
ment, that depend upon a quick executicm, than a 
greater number of men equally honeft and wife : and 
for that, and otller reafons of unaptnefs and incompe- 
tency^ committees of dexterous men have been ap* 
pointed out of the Table to do the buiinefs of it; and 
fo men have been no foooer exalted with the honour* 
able title, and pleafed with the (^ligation of being 
made Privy-Counfellors, than they have checked that 
delight with difcerning that they were not fully truft* 
ed ; and fo have been more incenfed with the re* 
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proachful diftinAion at» than obliged with the ho- 
nourable admiilion to, that Board, where they do pot 
find all perfons equally members. And by this kind 
of refentment, many fad inconveniences have befallen 
the King, and thofe men who have had the honour 
and misfortune of thofe fecret trails. 

The truth is, the linking and near defperate condi- 
tion of monarchy in this kingdom can never be buoy* 
ed up, but by a pradent and fteady coimcil attending 
upon the virtue and vivacity of the King; nor be 
preferved and improved when it is up, but by che« 
riihing and preferving the wifdom, integrity, dignity, 
and reputation of that council: the luftre whereof 
always refledb upon the King himfelf ; who is not 
thought a great Monarch when he follows only his 
own reaibn and appetite ; but when, for the inform- 
ing his reafon, and guiding his a6lions, he ufes the 
fervicc, induftry, and faculties of the wifeft men. 
And though it hath been, and will be, always necef- 
iary to admit to thofe counfels fome men of great 
power, who will not take the paips to improve their 
great parts ; yet the number of the whole (hould not 
be too great ; and the capacities and qualities of the 
moft Ihould be fit for bufinefs ; that is, either for 
judgment and difpatch ; or for one of them at leaft ; 
and for integrity above all. 

This digreilion (much longer than was intended) 
will not appear very impertinent, when the great dif- 
fervice fhall appear, which befel the King by the 
fwearing thofe Lords formerly mentioned (I fpeak but 
of fome of them) Privy-Counfellors. For, inftead of 
exercifing themfelves in their new province, and en- 
deavouring to preferve and vindicate that jurifdi6tion, 
they looked upon themfelves as preferred thither, by 
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their rcputatioA in Parliament, not by the kindncCi 
and efteem of the King ; and fo refolved to keep up 
principally the greatnefs of that place, to which they 
thought they owed their own greatnefs. And there- 
fore, when the King required the advice of his Privy- 
Council, in thofe matters of the higheft importance 
which were then every day incumbent on him, the 
new Privy-Counfellors pofitively declared, ^^that they 
*' might not (that was, that nobody might) give his 
' " Majefty any advice in matters depending in the two 
" Houfes, which was not agreeable to the fenfe df 
*^ the two Houfes; which they called his Great Coun- 
*' cil, by whofe wifdom he was entirely to guide him- 
*^ felf." As this dodVrine was infipidly and per- 
nicioufly urged by fome ; fo it was fupinely and ftu- 
pidly fubmitted to by others : infomuch as the King 
in a moment found himfelf bereaved of all public af- 
fiftance and advice, in a time when he needed it moft ; 
and his greateft, and, upon the matter, his only bufi- 
nefs, being prudently to weigh and conlider what to 
confent to, and what to deny, of fuch things as 
Ihould be p'ropofed to him by the two Houfes, be 
was now told, *^ that he was only to be advifed by 
*' them ;" which was as much as to fay, that he muft 
do whatfoever they delired of him. 

Whereas in truth, it is not only lawful for the Priv-y* 
Council, but their duty, to give faithfully and freely 
their advice to the King upon all matters concluded 
in Parliament, to which his royal aflent is ncceflary, 
as well as upon any other fubjecft whatfoever. Nay, a 
Privy-Counfellor, as fuch, is bound to diifuade the 
King from confenting to that which is prejudicial to 
the Crown ; at leaft to make that prejudice manifeft 
to him ; though as a private perfon he could wifh 
. ' . the 
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the matter confented to. And therefore, by the con- 
ftitution of the kingdom, and the confkant praflice of 
former times, all bills, after they had pafled both 
Houfes, were delivered by the Clerk of the Parlia- 
ment to the Clerk of the Crown; and by him brought 
to the Attorney General ; who prefented the fame to 
the King fitting in Council, and having read them, • 

declared what alterations were made by thofe bills to 
former laws, and what benefit or detriment, in profit 
or jurifdiiSlion, would accrue thereby to the Crown : 
and then, upon a full and free debate by his Counfel- 
lors, the King refolved accordingly upon fuch bills as 
were to be enadled into laws ; and refpited the other 
that he thought not fit to confent to. As this hath ' 
been the known praAice, fo the reafon is very vifible j 
that the royal affent being a diftinft and effential part 
towards the making a law, there fhould be as much 
care taken to inform the underftanding and confcience 
of the King upon thofe occafions, as theirs, who pre- 
pare the fame for his royal affent. 

That it might appear that what was done within the Great lu 
Houfes was agreeable to thofe who were without, pre^hing 
and that the fame fpirit reigned in Parliament andf^g/'***^ 
People, all poffible licence was exercifed in preach- 
ing, and printing any old fcandalous pamphlets, and 
adding new to them againft the Church: petitions 
prefented by many parifhioners againft their paftors, 
with articles of their mifdemeanours and behaviours ; 
moft whereof confifted, " in their bowing at the name 
*^ of Jefus, and obliging the communicants to come 
" up to the Altar," (as they envioufly called it), that is, 
to the rails which inclofed the communion-table, " to^ 
" receive the facrament.'* All which petitions were 
read with great delight, and prefently referred to the 
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committee about'religion ; where Mr. White, a grave 
lawyer, but notorioufly difaffeded to thi Church, fat 
in the chair ; and then both petition and articles were 
fufFered to be printed and publiflied, (a licence never 
praftifed before), that the people migtit be inflamed 
againft the Clergy ; who were quickly taught to call 
all thofe againft whom fuch petitions and articles were 
exhibited (which were frequently done by a few of 
the rabble, and meaneft of the people, againft the 
fenfe and judgment of the parifh) ihefcandaltms Clergy*^ 
which appellation was frequently applied to men of 
great gravity and learning, and the moft unblemifhed 
lives. 
the entry There caftuot be a better inftance of the unruly and 
BaS^ck. mutinous fpirit of the city of London, which was then 
rnto?;il°"the fink of all the ill humours of the kingdom, than 
**®"* the triumphant entry which fome perfons at th*t time 
made into London, who had been before feen upon 
pillories, and ftigmatized as libellous and infamous 
offenders : of which claffis of men fcarce any age can 
afford the like. 

There had been three perfons of feveral profefllions 
fome years before cenfured in the Star-Chamber; Wil- 
liam Pryn, a Barrifter of Lincoln's Inn ; John Baft- 
wick, a Doftor of Phyfic ; and Henry Burton, a Mi- 
nifter and Lefturer of London. 

The firft, not unlearned in the profeffion of the law, 
as far as learning is acquired by the mere reading of 
books ; but being a perfon of great induftry, had 
fpent more time in reading divinity; and, which 
marred that divinity, in the converfation of fad^ious 
and hot-headed divines : and fo, by a mixture of all 
three, with the rudenefs and arrogance of his own na- 
ture, had contracted a proud and venomous diflike to 

the 
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the difcipline of the Church of England ; and fo by 
degrees (as the progrefs is very natural) an equal irre-* 
verence to the Grovernment of the State too ; both 
which he vented in feveral abfurd, petulant, and fuper- 
cilious difcourfes in print 

The fecond, a half-witted, crack-brained fellow, 
unknown to cither Univerfity, or the College of Phy- 
iicians ; but one that had fpent his time abroad, be^ 
tween the fchools and the camp, (for he had been in, 
or paifed through armies), and had gotten a Do£tor«- 
fhip, and Latin ; with which, in a very flowing ftyle, 
with fome wit and much malice, he inveighed againfl 
the Prelates of the Church in a book which he printed 
in Holland, and indufbrioufly difperfed in London, 
and throughout the kingdom ; having prefumed (as 
their modefty is always equal to their obedience) to 
dedicate it to the /acred Majefty of the King. 

The third had formerly a kind of relation by ferr 
vice to the King; having, before he took orders, 
waited as Clofet-keeper, and fo attended at canonical 
hours, with the books of devotion, upon his Majefty 
when he was Prince of Wales; and, a little before the 
death of King James, took orders : and io his High- 
nefs coming fhortly to be King, the vapours of am- 
bition fuming into his head that he was ftill to keep 
his place, he would not think of lefs than being Clerk 
of the Qofet to the new King, which place his Majef- 
ty conferred upon, or rather continued in, the Bifhop 
of Durham, Dodor Neyl, who had long ferved King 
James there. Mr. Burton thus diiappointed, and, as 
he called it, defpoiled of his right, would not, in the 
greatnefs of his heart, lit down by the afiVont ; but 
committed two or three fuch weak, faucy indifcre- 
tions, as caufed an inhibition to be fent him, '' that 
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" he Ihould not prefume to come any more to Court f * 
and from that time he refolved to revenge himfelf of 
the Bifhop of Durham, upon the whole order ; and fo 
turned lecturer, and preached againft them; being 
endued with malice and boldnefs, inftead of learning 
and any tolerable parts. 

Thefe three perfons having been, for feveral follies 
and libelling humours, firft gently reprehended, and 
after, for their incorrigiblenefs, more feverely cenfured 
and imprifoned, found fome means in prifon of cor- 
refpondence, which was not before known to be be- 
tween them; and to. combine themfelves in a more 
peftilent and feditious libel than they had ever before 
vented ; in which the. honour of the King, Queen, 
Counfellors, and Bifliopsj was with equal licence blafted 
and traduced ; which was faithfully difperfed by their 
profelytes in the city. The authors were quickly and 
cafily known, and had indeed too much ingenuity to 
deny it ; and were thereupon brought together to the 
Star- Chamber ore tenus ; where they behaved them- 
felves with marvellous infolence ; with full confidence 
demanding, " that the Biftiops who fate in the Court" 
(being only the Archbilhop of Canterbury, and the 
Bifhop of London) " might not be prefent, becaufc 
" they were their enemies, and fo parties :" which, how 
.fcandalous and ridiculous foever it feemed then there, 
was good logic and good law two years after in Scot- 
land, and ferved to banifli the Bifhops of that king- 
dom both from the Council-Table and the Aflembly. 
Upon a very patient and folemn hearing, in as full a 
Court as ever I faw in that place, without any difier- 
ence in opinion or diffenting voice, they were all 
three cenfured as fcandalous, feditious, and infamous 
perfons, *^ to lofe their ears in the pilbry, and to be 
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^ imprifoned in feveral gaols during the King's plcar- 
** fure :" all which was executed with rigour and fe- 
verity enough. But yet their itch of libelling ftill 
broke out ; and their friends of the city found a line 
of communication with them. Hereupon the wifdom 
of the State thought fit, that thofe infectious fores 
fhould breathe out their corruption in fome air more 
remote from that catching city, and lefs liable to the 
contagion : and fo, by an order of the Lords of the 
Council, Mr. Pryn was fent to a caftle in the ifland of 
Jerfey ; Dr. Baftwick to Scilly $ and Mr. Burton to 
Guernfey ; where they remained unconiidered, and 
truly I think unpitied, (for they were men of no virtue 
or merit), for the fpace of two years, till the beginning 
of this prefent Parliament. 

Shortly upon that, petitions were prefented by their 
wives or friends, to the Houfe of Commons, expreff- 
ing *' their heavy cenfures and long fufFerings ;" and 
defiring, by way of appeal, " that the juftice and ri- 
*^ gour of that fentence might be reviewed and conii* 
** dered ; and that their perfons might be brought 
^' from thofe remote and defolate places to London^ 
** that fo they might be able to facilitate or attend 
** their own bufinefs." The fending for them out of 
prifon (which was the main) took up much conlidera- 
tion : for though very many who had no kindnefs, 
had yet compaffion for the men ; thinking they had 
fiiffered. enough ; and that, though they were fcurvy 
fellows, they had been fcurvily ufed : and others had 
not only afiedtion to their perfons^ as having fuffered 
for a common, caufe ; but were concerned to revive 
and improve their ufeful faculties of libelling and re- 
viling authority ; and to make thofe ebullitions of 
their malice not thought noifome to the State : yet a 
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fcntehcc of a fupreme Court, the Star-Chamber^ (of 
which they had not yet fpoke with irreverence), was 
not lightly to be blown off: but, when they were in- 
formed, and had confidered, that by that fcntenCe the 
petitioners were condemned to fome prifons in Lon- 
don ; and were afterward removed thence by an order 
of the Lords of the Council ; they looked upon that 
cfrder as a violation of the fentence ; and fo made no 
fcruple to order " that the prifoners fhould be re- 
" moved. from thofe foreign prifons, to the places to 
*^ which they were regularly firft committed/* And 
to that purpofe warrants were (igned by the Speaker, 
to the Governors and Captains of the feveral caftles, 
** to bring them in fafe cuftody to London :" which 
were fent with all poiSble expedition. 

Fryn and Burton being neighbours (though in dif- 
tindl iflands) landed at the fame time at Southamp- 
ton ; where they were received and entertained with 
extraordinary dembnftrations of affeAion and eileem ; 
attended by a marvellous conflux of company; and 
their charges not only borne with great magnificence, 
lint liberal prefents given to them. And this method 
ind ceremony kept them company all their journey, 
great hekls of people meeting them at their entrance 
into all towns, and waiting upon them out with won- 
derful acclamations of joy. When they came near to 
London, multitudes of people of feveral conditions^ 
fome on horfeback, others on foot, met them fome 
miles from the town ; very many having been a day's 
journey ; and they were brought, about two of the 
clock in the afternoon, in at Charing-crofs, and car- 
ried into the city by above ten thoufand perfons, with 
boughs and flowers in their hands ; the common peo«> 
pie ftrewing flowers and herbs in the ways as they 
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palled, making great noife, and expreffions of joy fof 
their deliyerance and return ; and in thofe acclama^ 
tions, mingling loud and virulent exclamations againft 
the Bifliops, " who had fo cruelly profecuted fuch 
*' godly men." In the fame manner, within five or fix 
days after, and in like triumph, Dr. Bailwick returned 
from Scilly, landing at Dover ; and from thence bring^-^ 
ing the fame teftimonies of the affedtions and zeal of 
Kent, as the others had done from Hampihire and 
Surrey, was met before he came to Southwark by the 
good people of London, and fo condudted to his lodg^ 
ing likewife in the city. 

I ihould not have wafted thus much time in a dif-« 
courfe of this nature, but that it is and was then evi-» 
dent, that this infurredtion (for it was no better) and 
frenzy of the people was an efte& of great induftry 
and policy, to try and publifh the temper of the peo* 
pie ; and to fatisfy themfelves in the adivity and in^ 
tereft of their tribunes, to whom that province of 
Ihewing them was committed. And from this time, 
the licence of preaching and printing increafed, to 
that degree, that all pulpits were ft-eely delivered 
to the fchifmatical and iilenced preachers, who till 
then had lurked in corners, or lived in New England ; 
and the preiles at liberty for the publifhing the moft 
invedlive, feditious, and fcurrilous pamphlets, that 
their wit and malice could invent. Whilft the Mini- 
fters of the State, and Judges of the Law, like men in 
an ecftafy, furprifed and amazed with feveral appari- 
tions, had no fpeech or motion ; as if, having com- 
mitted fuch an excefs of juri£didlion, (as men upon 
great furfeits are enjoined for a time to eat nothing), 
they had been prefcribed to exercife no jurifdidlion at 
all. Whereas^ without doubt, if either the Privy- 

Coun- 
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Council^ or the Judges and the King's learned Coun- 
cil, had affumed the courage to have queilioned the 
preaching, or the printing, or the feditious riots upon 
the triumph of thofe three fcandalous men, before the 
tininterruption and fecurity had confirmed the people 
in all three, it had been no hard matter to have de- 
ilroyed thofe feeds, and pulled up thofe plants, which 
iDeing negledied, grew up and profpered to a full har- 
vcft of rebellion and treafon. But this was yet but a 
rudenefe and rankncfs abroad, without any vifiblc 
countenance or approbation from the Parliament : all 
^ fccmed chafte within thofe walls. 

The firft malignity that was apparent there (for the 
accufation of the Archbilhop and the Earl of Straf- 
ford ^ere looked upon as 2i&s of paflion, dire6led 
againft particular perfons, who were thought to have 
deferved fome extraordinary meafures and proceeding) 
was a^-ainft the Church : firft, in their committee for 
religion ; which had been afiumed ever iince the lat- 
ter times of King James, though feldom or never any 
fuch thing had before been heard of in Parliament ; 
where, under pretence of receiving petitions againft 
Clergymen, they often debated points beyond the 
A dtfciam. verge of their imderftanding : then, by their cheerful 
JJj°"iftjj^™^ reception of a declaration of many fheets of paper 
tionoffomc^S^'^^ the whole government of the Church ; pre- 
c'"f'«ns» fented by ten or a dozen minifters, at the bar ; and 
govern, pretended to be figned by feveral hundreds of the mi- 
the^churchuifters of Loudou and the countries adjacent: and a 
by 8»^<>P»- petition, prefented by Alderman Pennington, and al- 
leged to be fubfcribed by twenty thoufand men, in- 
habitants within the city of London ; who required, 
in plain terms, " the total extirpation of epifcopacy." 
Yet the Houfe was then fo far firom being poffeiTed 
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with that fpfrit, that the utihoft that could be obtained, 
upon a long debate upon that petition, was, '^ that it 
** ihould not be rejefted ;" againft which the number 
of the petitioners was urged as a powerful argument ; 
only it was fufFered to remain in the hands of the 
Clerk of the Houfe, with dire6):ion, " that no copy of. 
** it ihould be given." And for the minifters' decla- 
ration, one part only of it was infixed on by them, 
and read in the Houfe ; which concerned the exercife 
of eccleliaftical jurifdidlion, and the excefs of their 
courts : the other parts were declined by many of 
them, and efpecially ordered " to be fealed up by the 
" Clerk, that they might be perufed by no man." So 
that all that envy and animolity againft the Church 
feemed to be refolved into a defire, " that a bill might 
** be framed to remove the Bifhops from their votes 
" in the Lords' floufe, and from any office in fecular 
" affairs ;" which was the utmoft men pretended to 
wifh : and to fuch a purpofe a bill was Ihortly after 
prepared, and brought into .the Houfe ; of which 
more fhall be faid in its proper place. 

It was a flrange difingenuity, that was pra6tifed inGratdifin. 
the procuring thofe petitions ; which continued ever Sf^^ln pro- 
after in the like addreffes. The courfe was, firft, toJIJ^^f p^ 
prepare a petition very modeft and dutiful, for the 
form; and for the matter, not very unreafonable; and 
to communicate it at fome public meeting, where care 
was taken it ihould be received with approbation : the 
fubfcription of very few hands filled the paper jtfelf, 
where the petition was written, and therefore many 
more Iheets were annexed, for the reception of the 
number, which gave all the credit^ and procured all 
the countenance, to the undertaking. When a multi* 
tude of hands was procured^ the petiti<&n itfelf was cut 
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off, and a new one framed, fnitable to the defign in 
hand, and annexed to the long lift of names which 
were fubfcribed to the former. By this means, many 
men found their hands fnbfcribed to petitions, of 
which they before had never heard. As feveral mi- 
ni fters, whofe hands were to the petition and declara* 
tion of the London minifters before mentioned, have 
profeflTcd to many perfons, ** that they never faw that 
^^ petitioi^or declaration before it was prefented to the 
" Houfe i but had ligned another, the fubftance of 
*^ which was, not to be compelled to take the oath en- 
•^ joined by the new canons : and when they found, 
^^ inftead of that, their names £et to a defire of an al- 
*' teration of the goveramcnt of the Church, they 
** with much trouble went to Mr. Marihall, with 
*'whom they had intrufted the petition and their 
^* hands ; who gave them no other anfwer, but that 
•^ it was thought fit by thofe who underftood bufioefs 
** better than they, that the latter petition fhould ra- 
•^ ther be preferred than the former." And when he 
found, they intended by fome public a6l to vindicate 
themfelves from that calumny ; fuch perfons, upon 
whom they had their greateft dependence, were en- 
gaged, by threats and promifes, to prevail with them 
to lit ftill, and to pafs by that indirect proceeding. 
CompUintt For the better facilitating and making way for thofe 
JSie*arti-viru^^>^^ attempts upon the Church, petitions and 
Sopi?*" complaints were exhibited againft the exorbitant z&s 
of fome Bifhops; efpecially againft the Biihops of 
Bath and Wells, and Ely ; who, they alleged, " had 
" with great pride and infolence provoked all the 
'* gentry, and moft of the inhabitants within their 
Andagtinft^^ dioccfes." And the new canons were inlifled on, 
Bons"; ^'^* as a moft palpable invafion by the whole body 
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'< of the Clergy; upon the laws and liberty of the 
« people/* 

I faid before, that after the difTolution of the for^ 
mer ihort Parliament^ the Convocation was continued 
by fpecial warrant from the King ; and by his Ma<* 
jefty, in a folemn meiTage fent to them by Sir Harry 
Vane^ then principal Secretary^ '< required to proceed 
^^ in the making of canons, for the better peace and 
" quiet of the Church." Notwithftanding this com«^ 
mand, the chief of the Clergy, well knowing the fpii» 
rit of bittemefs that was contracted againft them; and 
many obfolete pamphlets againft their jurifdidtion and 
power being, iince the conunotions in 'Scotland, tc* 
vived and publifhed with more freedom ; deiired his 
Majefty, *^ that the opinions of the Judges might be 
*^ known and declared, whether they might then law^** 
'^ fully lit, the Parliament being diflblved, and pro* 
^^ ceed in the making of canons ; as likewife, upon 
*' other particulars in their jurifdidtion, which had 
** been moft inveighed againft ?" 

All the Judges of England, upon a mature debate^ 
in the prefence of the King's Council, under their 
hands aflerted, " the power of the Convocation in 
*^ making canons, and thofe other parts of jurifdic<» 
*• tion, which had been fo envioufly queftioned." 
Hereupon they proceeded $ and having compofed a 
body of canons, prefented the fame to his Majeftyt 
for his royal approbation. They were then again de* 
bated at the Coimcil-Board, not without notable op- 
pofitton ; for upon fome leffening the power and au« 
thority of their Chancellors, and their CommifTaries^ 
by thofe canons, the profefibrs of that law took them* 
fdves to be difobliged ^ and Sir Henry Martin, (who 
was not likely to overfee any advantages)^ upoQ fere* 
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ral days of hearing at the Council-Table, with his ut- 
moil ikill objedted againil them : but in the end^ by 
the entire and unanimous advice of the Privy-Coun- 
til, the canons were confirmed by the King, under 
the Great Seal of England, and thereby enjoined to 
be obferved. So that whatfoever they were, the 
Judges were at leaft as guilty of the firft prefumption 
in framing them, and the Lprds of the Council in 
publifhing and executing them, as the Biihops, or 
the reft of the Clergy, in either. 

Yet the ftorm fell wholly on the Church : and the 
matter of thofe canons, and the manner of making 
them, was inlifted on, as a pregnant teftimony of a 
malignant fpirit in the very fundtion of the Bifhops* 
The truth is, the feafon in which that fynod conti- 
nued to fit (as was obferved before) was in fo ill a 
conjundlure of time, (upon the diflblution of a Par- 
liament, and almoft in an invafion from Scotland), 
that nothing could have been tranfafted there, of a 
popular and prevailing influence. And then, fome 
iharp canons againft fe6taries, and fome additional in 
point of ceremonies, countenancing, though not en- 
joining, what had not been long praftifed, infinitely 
inflamed fome, and troubled others; who jointly took 
advantage of what ftridlly was amifs ; as the making 
an oath, the matter of which was conceived incon- 
gruous ; and enjoining it to many of the Laity, as well 
as the Clergy ; and likewife the granting of fubfidies. 
Which are So that the Houfe of Commons (that is, the major 
condemned p^j^ J made no fcruple, in that heat, to declare, " that 
Colons " ^^^ Convocation-Houfe vhad no power at all of 
*^ making canons :** notwithftanding that it was appa- 
rent by the law, and the uncontradifted pra<fticc of 
. the Churchy that canons ^ had never been otherwife 
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made : *^ and that thofe canons contained in them 
" matter of fedition and reproach to the regal power ; 
" prejudicial to the liberty and property of the fub- 
*^ jedl, and to the privileges of Parliament." By the 
extent of which notable vote and declaration, they 
had involved almoft the whole Clergy under the guilt 
of arbitrary proceedings ; as much ap they had done 
the Nobility and Gentry before, under their votes 
agjunft Lords Lieutenants,* Deputy-Lieutenants, Pri- 
ty-Counfellors, and Sheriffs ; and of which they made 
the iame ufe ; as ihall be remembered in its proper 
place. 
In the mean time the two armies were neceflarily Money boK. 

•ii/»irLi • t« rowed of 

to be provided for, left the countries where their quar- the city by 
ters were fhould come to be opprefled by free quar- HoJfe% for 
ter ; which would not only raife a very inconvenient [hS^t!jo It- 
noife^ but introduce a neceffity of difbanding the ar-"*^"' 
mies, which they were in no degree ready for : and 
money not being to be raifed foon enough in the re- 
gular way, by a6l of Parliament, which would require 
fome time in the paffing ; befides, that the manner 
and way of railing it had not been enough confi- 
dered^; and the coUedling it would require much 
time, even after an 3,& of Parliament fhould be paffed; 
therefore for the prefent fupply it was thought fit to 
make ufe of their credit with the city ; to whom a 
formal embafTy of Lords and Commons was fent ; 
which were carefully chofen of fuch perfons as carried 
the bufinefs of the Houfe before them, that the per- 
forming the fervice might be as well imputed to their 
particular reputation and intereft, as to the afFedlion 
of the city : and thefe men in their orations to the 
citizens undertook *^ that their money fhould be re- 
*^ paid with intcrcfl: by the care of the Parliament." 

And 
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And this was the firft introduAion of the public faith; 
which grew afterwards to be applied to all mOnftrous 
purpofes. 
This expedient fucceeded twice or thrice for fuch 
' fums as they thought fit to require ; which were only 

fcnough to carry on their affairs^ and keep them in 
motion ; not proportionable to difdharge the debt due 
to the armies^ but to enable them to pay their quar- 
ters: it being fit to keep a confiderable debt ftill 
owing, leil they ihould appear too ready to be dif- 
banded. 
Anew They had Ukewife another defign in this com- 

CoS? df merce with the city ; which, always upon the loan of 
chlto?^ money, ufed to recommend fbme fuch thing to the 
Parliament, as might advance the defigns of the par- 
ty; as ** the proceeding againft delinquents;" or 
*^ fome reformation in the Church :" which the ma- 
, nagers knew well what ufe to make of upon any emer- 
gency. When they had fet this traffic on foot in the 
city, and fo brought their fiiends there into more 
reputation and adlivity ; then, at their eledion for 
Common-Council men, (which is every year before 
Chriftmas ; and in which new men had rarely ufed to 
be chofen, except in cafe of death, but the pld fiill 
continued), all the grave and fubftantial citizens were 
left out ; and fuch chofen as were moft eminent for 
oppoiing the Government, and moft difaf&dted to the 
Church, though of never fo mean eftates : which 
made a prefent vifible alteration in the temper of the 
city, (the Common-Council having fo great a fhare in 
die management of affairs there), and even in the Go^ 
vernment itfelf. 

Other ways were now to be thought of for getting 
of money^ which was^ once at leail every month, 

called 
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called for very importunately by the Scottiih Com- 
miffioners ; which caufed the fame provifion to be 
made for the Englifh forces. The next expedient 
was, *^ That in fo great an exigence, and for the pub- 
" lie peace ; that the armies might not enter into 
" blood, by the detcmiination of the ceflation, which 
" want of pay would inevitably produce ; the feveral 
" members of the Houfe would lend money, accord- 
" ing to their feveral abilities ; or that fuch as had 
'* no money would become bound for it ; and upon 
" thefe terms enough could be borrowed." This was 
no fooner propofed, but confented to by all the emi- 
nent leaders ; and by many others, in order to make 
themfelves the more acceptable to thofe ; and fome 
did it for their own convenience, there being little 
hazard of their money, and full intereft to be re- 
ceived, and believing it would facilitate the difband- 
ing of the armies i to which all fober men's hearts 
were direfted. 

And now, to fupport their ftock of credit, it was 
time to raife money upon the people by a6t of Par- 
liament ; which they had an excufe for not doing lA 
the ufual way, *' of giving it immediately to the King, 
*' to be paid into the Exchequer j becaufe the public 
" faith was fo deeply engaged to the cit^' for a great 
" debt ; and fo many particular members in the loan 
" of moneys, and in being bound for the payment of 
" great fums, for which their eftates were liable : and 
" therefore it was but reafon, that for their indem- 
" nity the money that was to be raifed ihould be 
*^ paid into the hands of particular members of the 
" Houfe, named by them ; who ihould 4ake care to 
" difcharge all public engagements." The firft bill a bill 
they pafled being but for two fubfidies, which wasSfmgmo 

^Subfidies; 
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thcHoufc not fufficicnt to difcharge any coniiderable part of 
monsnam-the moncy borrowed, they inferted in the bill the 
mfffionTw Commiffioners* names, who were to receive and dif- 
the'moni^. P^^^ ^^^ money. And the King made no paufc in 
the palling it ; himfelf not confidering the confe- 
quence of il, and none about him having the courage 
to reprefent it to him. 
The fame From that time, there was no bill pafled for the 
tcrwards railing of money, but it was difpofed of in the fame, 
. ^^ ^^^ jjj^^ manner; that none of it could be applied to 
the King's ufe, or by his direftion. And they like- 
wife took hotice, ^^ that, from the time of his Majefty's 
" coming to the Crown, he had taken the cuftoms 
'' and impolitions upon merchandize as his own right, 
^* without any a<£l of Parliament ; which (they faid) 
" no King had ever before done^" inlinuating withal, 
^^ that they meant to make a further enquiry into thofe, 
*^ who had been the chief minifters in that prefump- 
^' tion." They faid, ^* Nobody could imagine, but 
^* that they intended to grant the fame to his Ma- 
^* jefty, in the fame manner, for his life, as had been 
** done to his progenitors by former Parliaments : but 
^^ that they found fuch an aft could not be prcfently 
^' made ready ; becaufe the book of rates now in 
*^ pradtice (belides that it had not been made by 
*' lawful authority) contained many excefles^ and muft 
** be reformed in feveral particulars ; in preparing 
^^ which, they would ufe all poffible diligence, and 
*^ hoped to effeft it in a Ihort time : however, that 
*• the continuance of the coUeftion in the manner 
^' it was in, without any lawful title, and during 
'^ the very fitting of the Parliament, would be a pre- 
" cedent of a very ill confequence, and make the 
" right of giving it the more queftioned ; at Icaft the 

^' Icfs 
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'^ lefs valued. And therefore it would be fit, that 
** cither all the prefent coUedtion fhould be difcon- 
" tinuedy and ceafe abfolutely ; which was in the 
*' power of the merchants themfelves to do, by refiif- 
*^ ing to pay any duties which there was no law to 
" compel them to : or, that a Ihort aft Ihould be 
" prefently pafled, for the continuance of thofe pay- 
" ments for a Ihort time ; againft the expiration 
*• whereof, the aft for granting them for life, with 
** the book of rates, would be prepared, and ready." 
There were many inconveniences difcovered in the 
firft, in difcontinuing the colledtion and payment of 
duties, ^* which would not be fo eafily revived again, 
'' and reduced into order : and that the laft would, 
" without prejudice to either, both vindicate fhe right 
^* of the fubjeft, and fecure the King's profit :" and 
fo they prepared (with all the exprefiions of duty and 
afieftion to the King that can be imagined) and pre* 
fented a grant of thofe duties for fome few months. 
In which there was a preamble, " difapproving and 
'^ condemning all that had been done in that particu* 
" lar, from his Majefty*s firft coming to the Crown, 
*' to that time; and afierting his whole right to thofe 
^* payments, to depend upon the gift of his fubjedls:** 
and concluded with *^. moft fevere penalties to be in- 
*^ fiifted upon thofe,' who Ihould prefume hereafter ta 
*' collecft or receive them otherwife than as they 
*' were, or Ihould be, granted by a<ft of Parliament :" 
which had never been in any other aft of Parliament 
declared : which the King likewife pafled. So all the 
revenue he had to live upon, and to provide him meat, 
and which he had reafon to expeft ihould have been 
more certainly continued to him, was taken into 
their hands i in order to take it from him too, when- 

T % ever 
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ever they fliould think it convenient to their other 
defigns : of which he Ihortly after found the mif- 
chief. 

Though, as hath been obferved, there was not 
hitherto one penny of money given to the King, or 
received by his minifters; yet, becaufe fublidiea 
were raifed upon the people, according to the formal- 
ity of Parliaments ; and as if all that great fupply had' 
been to the King's own coffers ; it was thought necef- 
fary, that the people fhould be refreflied with fome 
behoveful law, at the fame time that they found them- 
felves charged with the payment of fo many fubfidies. 
And under that conlideration, together with the bill 
for fublidies, another was fent up to the Lords, for a 
triennial Parliament : both which quickly pafled that 
Houfe, arnd were tranfmitted to the King. 
A bill for a In that for the triennial Parliament (though the 
Parliament fame was grouudcd upon two former ftatutes in the 
*'*^*'** time of King Edward the Third, « That there Ihould 
^* be once every year a Parliament**) there were fome 
claufes very derogatory to monarchical principles; 
as *^ giving the people authority to aflemble together, 
" if the King failed to call them," and the like : 
yet his Majefty, really intending to make thofe con- 
ventions frequent, without any great hefitation, enabl- 
ed thofe two bills together j fo much to the feeming 
joy, and fatisfadlion of both Houfes, that they pre- 
tended ^* to have fufRciently provided for the fe- 
" curity of the commonwealth ; and that there rc- 
^^ mained nothing to be done, but fuch a return 
^^ of duty and gratitude to the King, as might teftify 
** their devotions ; and that their only end was to 
^^ make him glorious :" but thofe fits of zeal and 
loyalty never lafted long. 

The 
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The Lord Finch's flight made not only the place sjr Edward 
of Keeper vacant, but begot feveral other vacancies, made Lord 
The Seal was given to Littleton, who was then Chief ^*^?*'* 
Juflice of the Conunon Pleas; for which place he 
was excellently fitted : but being a nian of a grave 
and comely prefence, his other parts were over- 
valued ; his learning in the law being his mafter- 
piece. And he was chofen to be Keeper, upon the 
opinion and recommendation of the two great mi^^* 
nifters under the cloud; who had before brought 
him to be a Privy-Counfellor, whilft Chief Juftice, 
to the no little jealoufy of the Lord Finch. 

Banks, the Attorney General, was weary enough 
of the inquifition that was made into the King's 
grants, and glad to be promoted to the Common 
Fleas. Herbert, the Solicitor General, who had fate 
all this time in the Houfe of Commons, awed and 
terrified with their temper ; applying himfelf to Mr. 
Hambden, and two or three of the other, without 
interpoling or crofling them in any thing; longed in- 
finitely to be out of that fire : and fo the ofHce of 
Attorney General, which at any other time had been 
to be wifhed, was now the more grateful, as it re- 
moved him from the other attendance, it not being 
ufual in thofe times for the Attorney General to be a 
member of the Houfe of Commons : and he was 
called by writ to attend the Houfe of Peers, where he 
fits upon the wool-fack at the back of the Judges. 

From the time that there was no more fear of the 
Archbiftiop of Canterbury, nor the Lord Lieutenant 
of Ireland, nor of any particular men who were like 
to fucceed them in favour ; all who had been adlive 
in the Court, or in any fervice for the King, being to- 
tally difpirited, and mofl of them to be difpofed to any 

Y3 ill 
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ill offices againft him; the great patriots thought 
they might be able to do their country better fervice, 
if they got the places and preferments of the Court 
for themfelves, and fo prevent the evil counfels which 
had ufed to fpring from thence. For which purpofe» 
they had then a fall friend there, the Marquis of 
Hamilton ; who could mod dcxteroufly put fuch an 
affair into agitation, with the leaft noife, and prepare 
both King and Queen to hearken to it very willingly: 
and in a fhort time all particulars were well adjuiled 
for every man*s accommodation. 
Great of- The Earl of Bedford was to be Trcafurer : in order 
^ for feme to which, the Bifhop of London had already defired 
hwtjofthc^jjg King « to receive the ftafFinto his hand, and give 
*^ him leave to retire to the fole care of his bifhop- 
^^ ric ;'* by which he wifely withdrew from the ftorm, 
a^d enjoyed the greateft tranquillity of any man of 
the three kingdoms, throughout the whole boiflerous 
and deflroying time that followed; and lived to 
fee a happy and blefTed end of them, and died in 
Thc^iihop great honour. And fo the Treafury was for the pre- 
refigning fent put into commiffiou. Mr. Pym was to be 
the TrSfu- Chancellor of the Exchequer : which office the Lord 
to Mmmif." Cottington was likewife ready to furrender, upon af- 
^on. furance of indemnity for the future. Thefe two 
' were engaged to procure the King's revenue to be 

liberally provi4ed for, and honourably increafed and 
fettled. 
Saint^ohn And, that this might be the better done, the Earl 
dto/(^^ of Bedford prevailed with the King, upon the removes 
■*^- mentioned before, to make Oliver Saint-John (who 

hath been often, and will be oftener mentioned in this 
difcourfe) his Solicitor General i which his Majefty 
readily confented to ; hoping that, being a gentle- 
man 
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man of an honourable extracftion, (if he had been le- 
gitimate), he would have been very ufeful in the pre- 
fent exigence to fupport his fervice in the Houfe of 
Commons, where his authority was then great ; at 
leaft, that he would be alhamed ever to appear in any 
thing that might prove prejudicial to the Crown, 
And he became immediately poffefled of that office 
of great trull; and was fo well qualified for it, at 
that time, by his faft and rooted malignity againft the 
Government, that he loft no credit with his party, out 
of any apprehenfion or jealoufy that he would change 
his fide : and he made good their confidence ; not in 
the leaft degree abating his malignant fpirit, or dif-* 
fembling it ; but with the fame obftinacy oppofed 
every thing which might advance the King's fer- 
vice, when he -was his Solicitor, as ever he had done 
before. 

The Lord Say was to be Maftcr of the Wards j 
which place the Lord Cottington was likewife to fur- 
render for his own quiet and fecurity. And Denzill 
HoUis was to be Secretary of State, in the place of 
Secretary Windebank, 

Thus far the intrigue for preferments was entirely 
complied with : and it is great pity that it was not 
fully executed, that the King might have had fonie 
able men to have advifed or afi&fted him 5 which pra-t 
bably thefe very men would have done, after they 
had been fo throughly engaged : whereat the King 
had none left about him in any immediate truft in 
bufinefs, (for I fpeak not of the Duke of Rich- 
mond, and fome very few men more about his per-r 
fon, who always behaved themfelves honourably), 
who either did not betray, or fmk under the weight 
or reproach of it, 

Y 4 But 
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But the Earl of Bedford was refolded, that he would 
not enter into the treafury, till the revenue was in 
fome degree fettled ; at leaft, the bill for tonnage and 
poundage paffed, with all decent circumilances, and 
for life ; which both he and Mr. Pym did very hear- 
tily labour to efFedl ; and had in their thoughts many 
good expedients, by which they intended to raife the 
revenue of the Crown. And hone of them were very 
folicitous to take their promotions, before fome other 
accommodations were provided for fome of the reft of 
their chief companions ; who would be neither well 
pleafed with their fo hafty advancement before them, 
nor fo fubmiffive in the future to follow their dic- 
tates. 

Hambden was a man they could not leave un- 
provided for ; and therefore there were feveral de- 
ligns, and very far driven, for the fatisfadlion and 
promotion of him, and Effex, and Kimbolton, and 
others ; though not fo fully concluded, as thofe be- 
fore mentioned. For the King's great, end was, by 
thefe compliances, to fave the life of the Earl of 
Strafford, and to preferve the Church from ruin : for 
nobody thought the Archbiihop in danger of his life. 
And there were few of the perfons mentioned before, 
who thought their preferments would do them much 
good, if the Earl were fufFered to live ; but in that of 
the Church, the major part even of thofe perfons 
would have been willing to have fatisfied the King ; 
the rather, becaufe they had no reafon to think the 
two Houfes, or indeed either of them, could have 
beei> induced to have purfued the contrary. And fo 
the continued and renewed violence in the profecu- 
tion of the Earl of Strafford made the King well 
contented (as the other reafons prevailed with the 

other 
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other perfons) that the putting of thofe promotions in 
pradlice ihould be for a time fufpended. 

When there was a new occafion, upon the impor^Apropofiti. 
tunity of the Scottifh Commiilioners, to procure moreb!^^in^ 
money; and the leading men^ who ufed to be forward jj^edr/? 
in finding out expedients for fupply, feemed to de^ 
fpair of being able to borrow more ; becaufe the city 
was much troubled and difheartened, to fee the work 
of reformation proceed fo (lowly, and no delinquents 
yet brought to juftice ; and that^ till fome advance 
was made towards thofe longed-for ends, there muft 
be no expectation of borrowing more money from or 
in the city : at that time^ Mr. Hyde faid in the 
Houfe, *^ That he did not believe the thing to be fo 
^' difficult, as was pretended ; that no man lent his 
^^ money, who did not gain by it ; and that it was 
*^ evident enough, that there was plenty of money ; 
'^ and therefore he was confident, if a fmall commit* 
^^ tee of the Houfe were nominated, who, upon con* 
^^ fultation between themfelves, might ufe the name 
*^ of the Houfe to fuch men as were reputed to have 
^^ money, they might prevail with them to lend as 
*^ much as might ferve for the prefent exigence/* 
Whereupon the Houfe willingly approved the mo- 
tion ; and named him, Mr. Capel, Sir John Strange* 
ways, and five or fix. more, whom they defired might 
be joined with them ; who, the fame or the next day, 
repaired into the city ; refolving to apply themfelves 
to no mtn but fuch who were of clear reputation in 
point of wifdom, and fohriety of underflanding, as 
well as of wealth and ability to lend. And after they 
had fpoken together with four or five eminent men^ 
they agreed to divide themfelves, and to confer fe- 
verally with their particular acquaintances^ upon the 

£une 
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fame fubjeft: many men choofing rather to lend 
* their money^ than to be known to have it; and 
being very wary in their expreffions, except in pri^. 
vate. 

When they had again communicated together, they 
found that the borrowing the money would be very 
cafy ; every man with whom they had conferred be- 
ing ready and forward to lend the money^ or to find a 
friend who ihould^ upon their fecurity who propofed 
it. Moft of them in their private difcourfe faid, 
^^ that there was money enough to be lent, if men faw 
f^ there would be like to be an end of borrowing ; 
^' but that it was an univerfal difcomfort and dif- 
f^ couragement, to all men of eftates and cjifcretion, 
*^ to fee two great armies ftill kept on foot in the 
^* kingdom, at fo vaft.a charge, when there remained 
" no fear of war ; and that if a time were once ap- 
*^ pointed for the diflbanding them, there ihould not 
^^ want money for the doing all that Ihould be neccf- 
*^ fary in order to it," This anfwer fatisfied them in 
. all refpecfts : and the next day Mr. Hyde reported 
the fuccefs of their employment ; *' that ^they had 
" conferred with moft of the fubftantial and beft re- 
" puted men of the city ; who, by themfelves and 
*^ their friends, had promifed to fupply the money 
^' which was defired/* And then he enlarged upon 
'^ the temper they underftood the city to be in, by the 
^' reports of thofe who might be reafonably fuppofed 
'^ to know it beft ; that it was indeed very much 
^* troubled and difheartened, to fee two annies kept 
" on foot at fo vaft a charge within the bowels of 
*^ the kingdom, when, God be thanked, all the dan- 
^' ger of a war was removed ; and that they who 
♦^ were very able to make good what they promifed, 

«^had 
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*' had frankly undertaken, that if a peremptory day 
'^ was appointed for being rid of thofe armies, 
*^ there ihould not be want of money to difcharge 
'' them/' 

The report was received with great applaufe by 

the major part of the Houfe, as was reafonably col- 

ledled by their countenance : but it was as apparent, 

that the governing party was exceedingly perplexed 

with it, and knew not on a fuddisn what to fay to it : 

if they embraced the opportunity, to procure a fupply 

of money which was really wanted, it would be too 

great a countenance to the perfons who had procured 

it; whofe reputation they were willing to deprefs: 

belides, it would imply their approbation of what 

had been faid of the difbanding : at leafl, would be a 

ground of often mentioning and preliing it; and 

which, how grateful foever to moft other men, was 

the thing they moft abhorred. After a long filcnce, 

Mr. Hambden faid, *^ that the worthy Gentlemen 

" were to be much commended for the pains they 

^^ had taken ; of which, he doubted not, good ufe 

" would be made :" and fo propofed, " That it might 

** be ^ell thought of, and the debate refumed the 

*' next day ;** which could not be denied. The nextbocdirom. 

day. Alderman Pennington (a man in higheft con-^tedby 

iidence with the party; and one, who infinuated*^*^'^' 

all things to the Common-Council which he was di- 

redted Ihould be ftarted there) begun the difcourfe ; 

and faid, ''that the Gentlemen, who ha4 been laft 

'' in the city to borrow money, had made a &ir re- 

'1 port ; but that in the end of it there was CoUoquintida ; 

" that he could not find with what perfons they had 

'* conferred about the temper of the city ; nor that 

*'any confiderable people troubled themfclves with 

**defigning 
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^^ defigning or wilhing what the Parliament fhould 
^* do, which they knew to be wife enough^ to know 
** what and when they were to do that which was beft 
*^ for the kingdom: and they acquiefced in their grave 
** judgment :*' and concluded, " that the money that 
^^ the Houfc ftood in need of, or a greater fum, was 
** ready to be paid to whomfoever they fliould appoint 
" to receive it/* The Houfe made itfelf very merry 
with the Alderman*s Colloqumtiday and called upon 
him ** to explain it ;" and fo the debate ended : all 
fober men being well pleafed to fee the diforder they 
were in, and the pains they had taken to free them- 
felves from it ; which every day was renewed upon 
them, as the fubjedt matter afforded occafion ; and 
they vifibly loft much of the reverence, which had 
been formerly paid them. 
A com- About the beginning of March, they begun to make 
Ireland, in preparations for the trial of the Earl of Strafford ; who 
profccutionhad then been about three months in prifon, under 
ofstia^rd.^^® accufation of high treafon : and by this time, for 
the better fupply in this work, a committee was come 
from the Parliament in Ireland, to folicit matters con- 
cerning that kingdom. This committee (moft of them 
being papifts, and the principal a6^ors fince. in the 
rebellion) was received with great kindnefs, and, upon 
the matter, added to the committee for the profecu- 
tion of the Earl of Strafford. So that now, Ireland 
feemed no, lefs intent upon the ruin of that unfortu- 
nate Lord, than England and Scotland ; there being 
fuch a correfpondence fettled between Weftminfler 
and Dublin, that whatfoever was praftifed in the 
Houfe of Commons here was foon after done likewife 
there : and as Sir George RatclifF wa? accufed here of 
high treafon, upon pretence of being a confederate 

with 
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with the Earl in his treafons ; but in truth that he 
might not be capable of giving any evidence on the 
behalf of him, and thereupon fent for into this king-' 
doni : fo all, or moft of the other perfons, who were 
in any truft with the Earl, and fo privy to the grounds 
and reafons of the counfels there, and only able to 
make thofe apparent, were accufed by the Houfe of 
Commons in that kingdom of high treafon ; under 
the general impeachment, of ^< endeavouring to fid> 
*^ vert the fundamental laws of that kingdom, and to 
*^ introduce an arbitrary power :" which ferved the 
turn there, to fecure their perfons, and to remove them 
frcHU councils, as it had done here. 

What feeds were then fown for the rebellion, 
which within a year after broke out in Ireland, by 
the great liberty and favour that conunittee foimd; 
who, for the good fervice againft that Lord, weri» 
hearkened to in all things that concerned that king-* 
dom, ihall be obferved, and fpoken of at large, here-* 
after. 

Much time was fpent in confideratitm of the man^conCden- 
ner of the trial; for they could find no precedent ingthc"^ 
would fit their cafe : « Whether it fhould be in theSTtSL?^ 
" Houfe of Peers ? which room was thought too little, 
" for the accufers, witnelTes, judges, and fpedtatqrs : 
'^ Who fhould profecute ? Whether members chofen 
" of the Commons, or the Kijig's Council ? Whether 
" the Bifhops'* (which were twenty-four in number, 
and like to be too tender-hearted in matter of blood, 
and fo either to convert many, or increafe a difTenting 
party too much) " fhould have voices in the trial ? 
*^ Whether thofe who had been created Pecra fince 
" the accufation WES carried up, fhould be admitted 
" to be Judges r And laftly, " Whether the Com- 

•^ moners. 
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'^ tiiOners^ who were to be prefent at the trials ihoiild 
" fit uncovered ? and. Whether any members of the 
•* Houfe of Commons fhould be examined at the trial 
•^ on the behalf of the Earl ?•' who had fent a lift of 
names, and defired an order to that purpofe. 

After much debate it was agreed, " that the trial 
*^ ihould be in Weftminftcr-Hall, where feats fliould 
^^ be built for the reception of the whole Houfe of 
•^ Commons, which together with the Speaker fliould 
'^ be prefent t" for they then forefaw, that they might 
be put to another kind of proceeding than that they 
pretended ; and (though with much ado) they con- 
fented to fit uncovered, left fuch a little circumftance 
might difturb the whole defign. 

For the profecution, they had no mind to truft the 
King*s Council 5 who neither knew their fecret evi- 
dence, nor, being informed, were like to apply and 
prefs it fo vigoroufly as the bufinefs would require : 
and therefore they appointed *^ that committee which 
^' had prepared the charge, to give in the evidence, 
/^ and in the name of all the Commons of England to 
** profecute the impeachment/* 

For the Bifliops : after many bitter inveftives, and 
remembering the faults of particular perfons, and the 
canons which feemed to involve the whole body, 
with fliarpnefs and threats ; they took the cafe to be 
fo clear upon an old canon, (the only one they ac- 
knowledged for orthodox), that Clericus rum debet inter- 
ejfe fanguiniy that they were content " to refer that to 
^' the Houfe of Peers, as proper only for their detcr- 
^* mination." And this they did, not upon any con- 
fidence they had in the matter itfelf, whatever law, or 
reafon, or canon they pretended ; or in the Lords, 
the major part of whom, when any difference of opi- 
nion 
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i)ion was, always diffented from their defigns : but 
that they had a trick of doing their buiinefs by inti^ 
mation ;. and had a fure friend amongil the Bifhops, 
who had promifed them feafonably to free them of 
that trouble. 

They would not truft their Lordfliips* own inclina-« 
tions with the other point, of the new Barons, which 
they knew would be controverted ; but in plain terms 
demanded, *' that no Peers, created iinCe the day upon 
" which the Earl of Strafford was impeached of high 
" treafon, becaufe they were involved as Commoners 
'< in the making that accufation, ihould lit as Judges 
*^ at his trial." 

For the EarFs demand, '^ of an order to examine 
*' fome members on his behalf, upon matters of fadt^ 
" at his trial ;" after a long debate, they left it only 
in the power of the perfons themfelves who were no- 
minated, ** to be examined if they would" (not with- 
out fome finart animadverlions, " that they ihould 
" take heed what they did"), and refufed to enjoin 
them ; though the fame had been done at their deiire, 
for the Lords of the Council ; but that was againft 
the Earl, and fo the lefs to be confidercd. 

The Lords, in the abfence of the Lord Keeper, who 
was very lick, made choice of the Earl of Arundel to 
prefide and govern the Court ; being a perfon notori- 
ouHy difafFedled to the Earl of Strafford- 

And for the great buiinefs of the Bilhdps^ they were 
laved the labour of giving any rule (which, it may be, 
would have troubled them) by the Bilhop of Lincoln*s 
Handing up, and moving, on the behalf of himfelf 
and his brethren, <^ that they might be excufcd from 
** being prefent at the trial, being eccleliaftical perfons, 
^^ and fo not to have their hands in blood ;" and fuch 

other 



336 THE HISTORY BookIII. 

other reafons, as, when they are examined, will not be 
found of very great weight. 

This Bifhop had been, by feveral cenfures in the 
Star-Chamber, imprifoned in the Tower, where he re- 
mained till after the beginning of this Parliament, and 
was then fet at liberty upon the defire of the Lords ; 
who knew him to be a mortal and irreconcileable 
enemy to the Archbifhop of Canterbury: and indeed 
he had always been a Puritan fo far, as to love none 
, of the Biihops, and to have ufed many learned Church- 
men with great contempt and infolence ; and yet he 
left no way unpra6iifed to aiTure the King, ^^ that he 
^^ would do great matters in Parliament for his fervice, if 
*^ he might be at liberty." The next dayafter he came 
to the Houfe of Peers, the Lord Say made that fpeech, 
which he fince printed ; taking notice ** of fome im- 
" putations laid on him by the Archbifhop of Canter- 
** bury, that he fhould be a fe<ftary ;" which nobody 
can doubt, that reads that fpeech : yet he had no 
fooner done, than that Bifhop rofe, and made a large 
panegyric in his praife, and profefTed, ** that he al- 
«« ways believed his Lordfhip to be as far from a fee- 
" tary, as himfelf." And when he found the great de- 
fire of the Hbufe of Commons to be freed from the 
Bifhops* vows in that trial, he never left terrifying 
them with the cenfure that hung over their heads for 
making the canons, till he perfuaded them to ingra- 
tiate themfelves, by defiring to be excufed in that 
inatter, before an order fhould be made for their 
abfence. 

This example of the Bifhops prevailed with fome 
Lords, who had been created iince the accufation, to 
quit their right of judging ; and amongft them> the 
Lord Littleton (who had been made a Baron upon 

the 
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the derfire of the Earl of StrafFord, for that only rea- 
fon, that he profefled, " If he were a Peer, he would 
" (and indeed he could) do him not^le fervice") 
* was the firft who quitted his right to judge, becaufb 
he had been a Commoner when the accufation was 
firft brought 'up: but they who infifted upon their 
right (as the Lord Seymour, and others) and demanded 
the Judgment of the Houfe, were no more difturbed, 
but exercifed the fame power to the end, as any of 
the other Lords did ; and fo, no doubt, might the 
Biihops too, if they would : for, though there might 
be fome reafon for their abfence, when the trial was 
according to law, before and by his Peers only j yet, 
when that judgment was waved, and a bill of attainder 
brought up againft him, their votes in that bill were as 
neceilary and efiential, as of any other of the Lords. 
And it may be, their unfeafonable, voluntary, unjuft 
quitting it then, made many men lefs folicitous for 
the defence of theit right afterwards. But of that in 
its place. 

All things being thus prepared, and fettled; on The trial 
Monday, the twenty-fecond of March, the Earl of MudL the 
Strafford Was brought to the bar in Weftminfter- ""^^ *^^- 
Hall ; the Lords fitting in the middle of the Hall in 
their robes ; and the Commoners, and fome fi:rangers 
of quality, with the Scottifh Commiifioners, and the 
Committee of Ireland, on either fide -, there being a 
clofe box made at one end, at a very convenient 
diftance for hearing, in which the King and Queen 
£ite untaken notice of : his Majefty, out of kindnels 
and curiofity, defiring to hear all that could be al« 
leged: of which^ I believe, he afterwards repented 
himfelf i when ^* his having been prefect at the trial'* 

VOL. I. % was 
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was alleged and urged to him^ as an argument for the 
pafling the bill of attainder. 
The charge After the EarFs charge was read, and an introduc- 
bim. tion made by Mr. Pym, in which he called him $h€ 
wicked Earl ; fome member of the Houfe of Com- 
mons, according to their parts ailigned, bdng a 
lawyer, applied and prefled the evidence, with great 
licence and fharpnefs of language; and, when the Earl 
had made his defence, replied with thefame liberty upon 
whatfoever he faid ; taking all occaiions of bitterly in- 
veighing againft his perfon : which reproachful way 
of carriage was looked upon with fo much api^roba- 
tion, that one of the managers (Mr. Palmer) loft all 
his credit and intereft with them, and never recovered 
it» for uling a decency and modefty in his carriage 
and language towards him ; though the weight of his 
arguments preiled more upon the Earl, than all the 
noife of the reft. 

The trial lafted eighteen days ; in which, *^ all the 
*^ hafty or proud expreflions, or words, he had uttered 
** at any time fince he was firft made a Privy Counfel- 
" lor; all the afts of paffion or power that he had ex-» 
** ercifed in Yorkfliire, from the time that he was firft 
/ *^ Prefident there ; his engaging himfelf in proje<fts 
'< in Ireland, as the fole making of flax, and felling 
'^ tobacco in that kingdom ; his billetting of foldiers^ 
** and exercifing of martial law there ; his extraordi- 
" nary way of proceeding againft the Lord Mount- 
** norris, and the Lord Chancellor Loftus ; his aifum- 
** ing a power of judicature at the Council-Table, to 
♦* determine private interefts, and matter of inherit 
^< tance ; fome rigorous and extrajudicial determina- 
^' tions in cafes of plantations ; fome high difcourfe^ 

'^at 
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^< at the Council-Table in Ireland; fome cafual and 
*^ light difcourfes at his own table, and at public 
'^ meetings ; and laftl75 fome words fpoken in fecret 
*^ council in this kingdom^ after the diilblution of the 
'^ laft Parliament/' were urged and preiTed againft him, 
to make good the general charge^ of ^^ an endeavour 
** to overthrow the fundamental government of the 
^^ kingdom^ and to introduce an arbitrary power/' 

The Earl behaved himfelf with great Ihcw of hu- Hiidcfcnce. 
mility and fubmiilion i but yet> with fuch a kind of 
courage, as would lofe no advantage ; and, in truth, 
made his defence with all imaginable dexterity ; an- 
fwering this charge, and evading that, with all polli- 
ble ikill and eloquence ; and though he knew not, 
till he came to the bar, upon what parts of his charge 
they would proceed a^inft him, or what evidence 
they would produce^ he took very little time to recol- 
lect himfelf, and left nothing uniaid that might make 
for hb own juftification. 

For the buiinefs of Ireland ; he compl^ned much, 
^' that, by an order from the committee which pre- 
^* pared his charge againft him, all his papers in that^ 
'^ kingdom, by which he fhould make his defence, 
'^ were feized and taken from him; and, by virtue of 
*^ the fame order, all his goods^ houfehold-ftuff, plate, 
^^ and tobacco (amounting, as he faid, to eighty thou- 
<< fand pounds) were likewife feized ; fo that he had 
^' not money to fubfift in prifon : that all thofe Mi- 
** nifters of State in Ireland, who were moft privy to 
^' the a6ls for which he was queftioned, and fo could 
'' give the beft evidence and teftimony on his behalf, 
" were imprifoned under the charge of treafon. Yet 
'^iie averred, that he had behaved himfelf in that 
^' kingdom^ according to the power and authority 
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^^ granted by his cotnmiifion and inftruAions, and 
*^ according to the rules and cuftoms obfervcd by 
^^ former deputies and lieutenants. That the mono- 
'^ polies of flax and tobacco had been undertaken by 
^^ him for the good of that kingdom, and benefit of 
^^ his Majefly : the former eflablifhing a moft bene- 
'' ficial trade and good hufbandry, not before prac- 
'^ tifed there ; and the latter bringing a revenue of 
** above forty thoufand pounds to the Crown, and ad- 
'^ vancing trade, and bringing no damage to the fub- 
" je<ft. That billetting of foldiers'* (which was al- 
leged to be treafon, by a ftatute made in Ireland in the 
time of King Henry the Sixth) '' and the exerciiing of 
^' martial law, had been always pradlifed by the lieu- 
'^ tenants and deputies of that kingdom ;' which he 
proved by the teftimony and confeffion of the Earl of 
Cork, and the Lord Wilmot ; neither of which de- 
fired to fay more for his behoof, than inevitably they 
mufl. He faid, *^ the adt of Parliament mentioned, 
*^ of Henry the Sixth, concerned not him ; it com- 
*' prehending only the inferior fubjedts, and making 
'' it penal to them to billet foldiers, not the deputy, 
^^ or fupreme commander ; if it did, that it was re- 
•* pealed by Poyning's aft, in the eleventh year of 
** Henry the Seventh : however, if it were not, and 
" that it were treafon ftiU, it was treafon only in 
** Ireland, and not in England ; and therefore, that 
^^ he could not be tried here for it, but muft be tranf- 
^* mitted thither/' He laid, •* the Council-Table in 
'^ Ireland had a large legal jurifdiftion, by the infli- 
^^ tution and fundamental cuftoms of th^t kingdom ; 
^^ and had, in all times, determined, matters of the 
^' fame nature, which it had done in his time : and 
<< that the proceedings there upon plantations had 

"been 
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•' been with the advice of the Judges, upon a clear 
** title of the Crown, and upon great reafon of State : 
'^ and that the nature and difpofition of that people 
** required a fevere hand and ftricft reins to be held 
*^ upon them, which being loofed, the Crown would 
^^ quickly feel the mifchief." 

For the feveral difcourfes, and words, wherewith 
he was charged ; he denied many, and explained and 
put a glofs upon others, by the reafons and circum- 
fiances of the debate. One particular, on which 
they much infifted, though it was fpoken twelve years 
before, " that he ihould fay in the public Hall in 
" York, that the little finger of the prerogative ihould 
" lie heavier upon them than the loins of the law,** 
he diredHy inverted ; and proved, by two or three 
perfons of credit, ^^ that he faid** (and the occafion 
made it probable, being upon the buiinefs of knight* 
hood, which was underftood to be a legal tax) " the 
" little finger of the law was heavier than the loins 
^* of the prerogative ;" that impofition for knight- 
hood amounting to a much higher rate, than any 
aA of the prerogative which had been exercifed. 
" However," he faid, ^< he hoped no indifcretion, or 
" unlkilfulnefs, or paflion, or pride of words, would 
'^ amount to treafon ; and for mifdemeanours, he 
" was ready to fubmit to their juftice." 

He made the leaft, that is, the worft excufe, for 
thofe two a£ls againft the Lord Mountnorris, and 
the Lord Chancellor ; which indeed were powerful 
afts, and manifefled a nature exceffively imperious ; 
and, no doubt, caufed a greater diflike and terror, in 
fober and difpaflionate perfons, than all that was al^^ 
leged againf): him. A fervant of the EarFs, one 
Annefley, (kinfman to Mountnorris), attending on his 

z 3 I/)rd 



34» 



THE HISTORY Book III. 

Lord during fomc fit of the gout, (of which he often 
laboured), had by accident, or negligence, fufFered 
a ftool to fall upon the Earl's foot ; enraged with 
the pain whereof, his Lordlhip with a fmall cane 
ftruck Annefley : this being merrily fpoken of at 
dinner, at a table where the Lord Mountnorris was^ 
(T think, the Lord Chancellor's), he faid, " the gen- 
*^ tleman had a brother that would not have taken 
" fuch a blow/' This coming fomc months after 
to the Deputy's hearing, he caufed a council of war 
to be called ; the Lord Mountnorris being an officer 
of the army ; where, upon an article *^ of moving 
" fedition, and ftirring up the foldiers againft the 
** General,"' he was charged with thofe words former- 
ly fpoken at the Lord Chancellor's table. What 
defence he made, I know not ; for*he was fo fur- 
prifed, that he knew not what the matter was, when 
he was fummoned to that council : but the words 
being proved, he was deprived of his office (being 
then Vice^Treafurcr) and his foot-company; com* 
mitted to prifon ; fentenced " to lofc his head." 
The office and company were immediately difpofed 
of,^and he imprifoned, till the King fent him over a 
pardon, by which he was difcharged with his life ; 
all the other parts of the fentence being fully exe« 
cuted. 

This feemed to all men a moft prodigious courfe of 
proceeding; that, in a time of full peace, a Peer of the 
kingdom and a Privy*Counfellor, for an unadvifed, 
paflionate, myfterious word, (for the expreffion was 
capable of many interpretations), fhould be called be^ 
fore a council of war, which could not reafonably 
be underfkood to have then a jurifdi Aion over fuch 
perfons^ and in fuch cafes ; and, without any procefs, or 
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formality of defence^ in two hours fhould be deprived 
of his life and fortune : the injuftice whereof feemed 
the more formidable, for that the Lord Mountnorris 
was known, for fome tbne before^ to Hand in great 
jealoufy and disfavour with the Earl : which made it 
looked on as a pure slA of revenge ; and gave all men 
warning, how they trufted themfelves in the territories 
where he commanded. 

The Earl difcharged himfelf of the rigour and fe- 
verity of the fentence, and laid it upon ^^ the council 
** of war ; where he himfelf not only forbore to be 
*^ prefent, but would not fuffer his brother, who was 
'^ an officer of the army, to ftay there :" he (aid, " he 
'* had conjured the court to proceed without any re- 
'^ fpeiSl of favour or kindnefs to himfelf ; and that, as 
^* foon as he underftood the judgment of the council, 
*^ which was unanimous, he declared publicly, (as he 
^' had likewife done before), that a hair of his head 
** fhould not perifh ; and immediately wrote an ear- 
*^ neft letter to his Majefty, for the procuring his par- 
*^ don ; which was by his Majefty, upon his Lord- 
*^ ihip*s recommendation and mediation, granted ao- 
^^ cordingly ; and thereupon the Lord Mountnorris 
*^ was fet at liberty : though, it is true, he was, after 
*^ his enlargement, not fuffered to come to England/* 
He concluded, *^ that the Lord Mountnorris was an 
'^ infolent perfon ; and that he took this courfe to 
'* humble him ; and that he would be very well con- 
^* tent, that the fame courfe might be taken to reform 
" him ; if the fame care might likewife be, that it 
•^ might prove no more to his prejudice, than the 
" other had been to that Lord/' 

But the fianders by made another excufe for him : 
'* The Lord Mountnorris was a man of great induftry, 
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*^ aftivity, and experience in the afiairs of Ireland ; 
*^ having raifed himfelf from a very private, mean 
*^ condition" (having been an inferior fervant to the 
Lord Chichefter) ^^ to the degree of a Vifcount, and a 
** Privy-Counfellor, and to a very ample revenue in 
'* lands and offices ; and had always, by fervile flat- 
*^ tery and fordid application, wrought himfelf into 
" trull and nearnefs with all deputies, at their firft en- 
** trance upon theiir charge, informing them of the 
*^ defecSts and overfights of their predeceflbrs ; aad, 
^^ after the determination of their commands, and re- 
•^* turn into England, informing the State here, and 
*' thofe enemies they ufually contradled in that time, 
" pf whatfoever they had done, or fufFered to be done, 
" amifs ; whereby they either fufFered difgrace, or 
*^ damage, as foon as they were recalled from thofe 
" honours. In this manner he begun with his own 
*' matter, the Lord Chichefter ; and continued the 
" fame arts upon the Lord Grandifon, and the Lord 
" Falkland, who fucceeded ; and, upon that fcore, 
"procured admiffion and truft with the Earl of 
** Strafford, upon his firft admiflion to that govern-^ 
*' ment : fo that this dilemma fecmed unqueftionable, 
*< that either the Deputy of Ireland muft deftroy my 
" Lord Mountnorris, whilft he continued in his of- 
^' fice, or my Lord Mountnorris muft deftroy the 
^^ Deputy, as foon as his commiflion was determined.'* 
And upon this confideration, befides that his no 
virtue made him unpitied, many looked with lefs 
concernednefs upon that aft, than the matter itfclf 
deferved. 

The cafe of the Lord Chancellor feemed, to com^^ 
mon underftandings, an a6t of lefs violence, becaufe 
it concerned not life ; and had fome fhew of formal- 
ity 
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ity at Icaft, if not regularity in the proceeding; and that 
which was amifs in it took its groWth from a nobler 
root than the other. The endeavour was, to compel 
the Lord Chancellor to fettle more of his land, and 
io another manner, upon his eldeft fon, than he had 
a mind to, and than he could legally be compelled 
to : this the Earl, upon a paper petition preferred to 
him by the wife of that fon, (a lady, for whom the 
Earl had fo great a value and efteem, that it made 
his juilice the more fufpedled), preffed, and in the 
end ordered him to do. The Chancellor refufed; 
was committed to prifon ; and fliortly after, the 
Great Seal taken from him, which he had kept with 
great reputation of ability for the fpace of above 
twenty years. In the preffing this charge, many 
things of levity, as certain letters of great afFedtion 
and familiarity from the Earl to that lady, which 
were found in her cabinet after her death ; others of 
paflion, were expofed to the public view; to pro- 
cure prejudice rather to his gravity and difcretion, 
than that they were in ^ny degree material to the 
buiinefs. 

The Earl faid little more to it, than ^^ that he 
*^ hoped, what paflion foever, or what injuftice foever, 
^* might be found in that proceeding, and fentence, 
** there would be no treafon : and that, for his part, 
"he had yet reafon to believe, what he had done 
"was very juft ; fince it had been reviewed by his 
" Majefty, and his Privy-Council here, upon an ap- 
"peal from the Lord Vifcount Ely, (the degraded 
" Lord Chancellor), and upon a folemn hearing there, 
" which took up many days, it had received a con- 
" firmation." 

But the truth is, that rather accufed the Earl o^ 
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an excefs of power, than abfolved him of injuftice ; for 
moft men, that weighed the whole matter, believed 
it to be a high aA of oppreffion, and not to be with- 
out a mixture of that policy, which was fpoken of be- 
fore in the cafe of the Lord Mountnorris : for the 
Chancellor, being a perfon of great experience, fubtil* 
ty, and prudence, had been always very fevere to dc* 
parted deputies ; and not over agreeable, nor in any 
degree fubmifs, to their full power ; and taking him- 
felf to be the fecond perfon in the kingdom, during 
the holding of his place, thought himfelf little lefs 
than equal to the firft, who could naturally hope but 
for a term of years in that fuperiority : neither had 
he ever before met with the leaft check, that might 
make him fufpedl a diminution of his authority, or 
intereft. 

That which was with moll folemnity and expedla- 
tion alleged againft the Earl, as the hinge upon 
which the treafon was principally to hang, was a 
difcourfe of the EarFs in the Committee of State 
(which they called the Cabinet Council) upon the dif- 
folution of the former Parliament Sir Harry Vane, 
the Secretary of State, gave in evidence, " That the 
^ King at that time calling that Committee to him, 
'^ aiked them, fince he failed of the afliftance and 
'* fupply expeded by fubfidies, what courfe he fhould 
*' now take ? that the Earl of Strafford anfwered, 
** Sir, you have now done your duty, and your fub- 
*' je(fts have failed in theirs ; and therefore you arc 
*• abfolved firom the rules of government, and may 
•* fupply yourfelf by extraordinary ways ; you muft 
• profecute the war vigoroufly ; you have an army 
•* ii Ireland, with which you may reduce this king- 
^ dom." 

The 
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The Earl of Northumberland being examined, for 
the confirmation of this proof, remembered only, 
•* that the Earl had faid. You have done your duty, 
" and are now abfolved from the rules of govern** 
♦* ment ;** but not a word of the army in Ireland, or 
reducing this kingdom. The Lord Marquis Hamil- 
ton, the Lord Bifhop of London, and the Lord Cot- 
tington, being likewife examined^ anfwered upon their 
oaths, '< that they heard none of thofe words fpoken 
** by the Earl.*' And thefe were the only perfons pre- 
fent at that debate, &ve only the Archbiihop of Can* 
terbury, and Secretary Windebank, neither of which 
could be examined, or would be believed. 

The Earl pofitively denied the words ; alleged 
" much animofity to be in Sir Harry Vane towards 
** him ;'* and obferved, *' that not one of the other 
" witneffes, who were likewife prefent, and as like to 
** remember what was fpoken as the Secretary, heard 
" one word of the Irifh army, or reducing this king-* 
** dom : that, if he had fpoken thofe words, it could 
•* not be imderftood to be fpoken of England, but of 
" Scotland, of which the difcourfe was, and for which 
*' that army was known to be raifed." He concluded, 
^* that if the words were fpoken by him, which he ex- 
'* prcfsly denied, they were not treafon ; and if they 
" were treafon, that, by a ftatute made in Edward the 
•* Sixth's time, one witnefs was not fufficient to prove 
" it, and that here was but one." 

Seventeen days being fpent in the whole progrefsTheBtrf't 
of thisi trial ; the Earl having defended himfclf withofbiid^. 
wonderful dexterity and ability, concluded, " that if ^«<^ 
^' the whole charge (in which he hoped he had given 
" their Lordfliips fatisfadlion of his loyalty and inte- 
*' grityt how great focvcr his infirmities were) was 

*^ proved. 
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^* proved, that the whole made him not guilty of high 
" treafon ; and to that purpofe defired, that his 
" learned Council might be heard ;" and moft pathe* 
• tically conjured their Lordfhips, *^ that, for their own 
*^ fakes, they would not, out of difpleafure or disfa* 
^' vour towards his perfon, create a precedent to the 
^' prejudice of the Peerage of England, and wound 
** themfelves through his fi^es :" which was good 
counfel ; and hatk been iince (though too late) ac- 
knowledged to be fo. 
Tfis coun^ The next day, his Council was heard in the fame 
!s to*^mat. place to the matter of law. And here I cannot pafs 
icreof law. i^y ^^ inftancc of as great animofity, and indireft pro- 
fecution, in that circumftance of affigning him Coun- 
cil, as can be given. After the Houfe of Peers had 
af&gned him fuch Council as he defired, to aflift him 
in matter of law, (which never was, or can juftly be 
denied to the moft fcandalous felon, the moft inhuman 
murtherer, or the moft infamous traitor), the Houfe of 
Commons, upon fome occafion, took notice of it with 
paffion and diflike, fomewhat unlkilfully, " that fuch 
•^ a thing Ihould be done without their confent ;" 
which was no more, than that the judge fhould be di- 
rected by the profecutor, in what manner to proceed 
and determine : others, with much bittcrnefs, inveigh- 
ing againft " the prefumption of thofe lawyers, that 
** durft be of counfel with a perfon accufed by them 
^ of high treafon ;*' and moving, " that they might be 
*^ fent for, and proceeded againft for that contempt :" 
whereas, they were not only obliged to it, by the ho- 
nour and duty of their profeflion ; but had been pu- 
nifhable for refuling to fubmit to the Lords' orders. 
The matter was too grofs to receive any public order, 
smd £b the debate ended ; but ferved (and no doubt 

that 
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that was the intention) to let thofe Gentlemen know, 
how warily they were to demean themfelves, left the 
anger of that terrible congregation Ihould be kindled 
againft them. 

But truly I have not heard that it made any impref- Mr. Lanes 
fion upon thofe perfons ; it did not, I am fure, uponfofh^iu ' 
Mr, Lane, who argued the matter of law for the Earl. 
The matters which were by him principally infifted 
on, and averred with fuch confidence as a man ufes 
who believes himfelf, were thefe : 

" 1. That by the wifdom and tendemefs of Parlla- 
" ments, which knew that there could not be a great- 
*^ er fnare for the fubjecft, than to leave the nature of 
** treafon undefined and unlimited, all treafons were 
" particularly mentioned and fet down in the ftatute 
'^ of the 25 Edw. IIL de Proditiombus. That nothing 
** is treafon, but what is comprehended within that 
*' ftatutej all treafons before that ftatute, as killing the 
** King's uncle, his nurfe, piracy, and divers others, 
** being reftrained and taken away by the declaration 
•' of that a<Sl. And that no words or acitions, in any 
** of the articles of the Earl of Strafford's charge, did 
" amount to treafon within that ftatute. 

2. *' That by reafon of the claufe in that ftatute, of 
" declaring treafon in Parliament, divers aftions were 
" declared to be treafons in Parliament, in the time of 
'* King Richard the Second, to the great prejudice of 
" the fubjeft : it was therefore fpecially provided, 
" and enabled, by a ftatute in the firft year of the 
*• reign of King Henry the Fourth, chapter the tenth, 
" which is ftill in force, that nothing Ihould be de- 
** clared and adjudged treafon, but what was ordained 
** in that ftatute of the 25 Edw. III. by which ftatute, 
** all power of declaring new treafons in Parliament 
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'^ was taken away ; and that no precedent of any fuch 
**^ declaration in Parliament can be Ihewed lince that 
^^ time : all new treafons, made by an a<5l of Parlia- 
** mcnt in the reign of King Henry the Eighth, being 
** by the ftatutc of the firft year of Queen Mary, chap- 
*' ter the firft, taken away, and reftrained to the 25 th 
^ £dw. IIL and that likewife by another ftatute of 
" the firft year of Queen Mary, chapter the tenth, all 
^^ trials of treafons ought to be according to the rules 
'^ of the common law, and not otherwife. 

*^ 3. That the foundation, upon which the impeach- 
'^ ment was framed, was erroneous ; for that (befide^ 
^* that it was confelTed on all hands, the laws of the 
" kingdom were not fubverted) an endeavour to fub- 
*^ vert the fundamental laws and ftatutes of the realm, 
** by force attempted, is not trcafon, being only made 
^* felony by the ftatute of the firft year of Queen 
*' Mary, chapter the twelfth; which is likewife ex- 
" pired. That Cardinal Wolfey, in the thirty-third 
** year of King Henry the Eighth, was indidbed only 
^' of a premunire, for an endeavour to bring in the 
^ imperial laws into this kingdom. And that an en- 
" deavour, or intention, to levy war, was made treafon, 
" only by a ftatute of the 13th Elizabeth, (a time very 
*' inquifitive for treafon), which expired with her life. 

^* 4. Laftly, that if any thing was alleged againft 
** the Earl which might be penal to him, it was not 
^* fufficiently and legally proved ; for that by the fta- 
** tute of the firft year of King Edward the %xth, 
** chapter the twelfth, no man ought to be arraigned, 
^^ indidled, or condemned, of any treafon, unlefs it be 
*' upon the teftimony of two lawful and fufficient wit- 
" nefles, produced in the prefence of the party ac- 
t^ cufed ; unlefs the party confel^ the lame : and if it 

" be 
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^' be for words, within three months after the fame 
'^ fpoken, if the party be within the kingdom : where- 
'^ as there was in this cafe only one witnefs. Sir Henry 
^^ Vane, and the words fpoken fix months before/* 

The cafe being thus ilated on the EaiYs behalf^ the 
judgment of the Lords, in whom the fole power of 
judicature was conceived to be, was by all men ex-- 
pei^led; the Houfe of Commons having declared, 
*^ that they intended not to make any reply to the ar- 
*' gument of law made by Mr. Lane, it being below 
" their dignity to contend with a private lawyer.*' 
Indeed they had a more convincing way to proceed 
by ; for the next day after that argument. Sir Arthur a bin or 
Haflerig. (brother-in-law to the Lord Brook), an ab-brou^hr 
furd, bold man, brought up by Mr. Pym, and fo cm-^J^J^*^ 
ployed by that party to make any attempt, preferred gj"*^ 
a bill in the Houfe of Commons, ^^ for the attainder 
'^ of the Earl of Strafford of high treafon :** it being 
obferved, that by what the Earl had {aid for himfelf 
in the matter of fa£t and in matter of prudence, of the 
confequence of fuch an extraordinary proceeding; 
and by what had been faid for him in the point bf 
law ; moft fober men, who had been, and ftill were, 
full enough of diflike and paliion againft the Earl, 
were not at all fatisfied in the juftice of the impeach- 
ment, or in the manner of the profecution; and 
therefore, that the Houfe of Peers, which confiiled of 
near one hundred and twenty, befides the Bilhops, 
and of whom fourfcore had been conftantly attending 
the trial, were not like to take upon them the burthen 
of fuch a judgment as was expedted. 

The bill was received with wonderful alacrity, and 
immediately read the firft and the fecond time, and fo 
committed ; which wa& not ufual in Parliaments, ex-- 

cept 
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cept in matters of great concernment and conveniency 
in the particular ; or o£ little importance or moment 
in the general. Thofe who at firft confented^ upon 
flight information, to his impeachment^ upon no other 
reafon^ but (as hath been (aid before) becaufe they 
were only to accufe, and the Lords to judge^ and fo 
thought to be troubled no more with it^ being now as 
ready to judge, as they had been to accufe, finding 
fome new reafons to fatisfy themfelves, of which one 
was, *^ They had gone too far to fit ftill, or retire." 

A day or two before the bill of attainder was 
brought into the Houfe of Commons, there was a 
very remarkable paflage, of which the pretence was, 
** to make one witnefs, with divers circumfiances, 
** as good as two ;" though I believe it was dire&ed 
in truth to an end very foreign to that which was 
propofed. The words of the Earl of StrafiiMrd, by 
which, " his endeavour to alter the frame of Govern- 
*^ ment, and his intention to levy war," ihould prin- 
cipally appear, were proved fingly by Sir Henry 
Vane ; which had been often averred, and promifed, 
ihould be proved by feveral witnefles ; and the law 
was clear, " that lefs than two witnefles ought not to 
*^ be received in cafe of treafon." 

To make this fingle teftimony appear as fufBcient 
as if it had" been confirmed by more, Mr. Pym in- 
formed the Houfe of Commons, ^^ of the grounds 
'^ upon which he firft advifed that charge, and was 
" fatisfied that he fhould fufiiciently prove it. That 
" fome months befbre the beginning of this Parlia- 
*^ ment, he had vifited young Sir Henry Vane, eldeft 
•^ fon to the Secretary, who was then newly recovered 
^* from an ague ; that they being together, and con* 
^^ doling the fad condition of the kingdom, by reafon 

^^of 
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*' of the many illegal taxes and preffures, Sir Harry 
•* told him, if he would call upon him the next day, 
** he would Ihew him fomewhat that would give him 
" much trouble, and inform him what counfels were 
" like to be followed to the ruin of the kingdom; 
'^ for that he had, in pcrufal of fome of his fathers 
" papers, accidentally met with the refult of the Ca- 
" binet Council upon the diflblution of the laft Par- 
" liament, which comprehended the refolutions then 
•* taken. 

** The next day he Ihewed him a little paper of the 

'^ Secretary's own writing ; in which was contained the 

*^ day of the month, and the refults of feveral difcourfes 

*' made by feveral Coimfellors; with feveral hierogly- 

*^ phics, which fufficiently exprefled the perfons by 

'^ whom thofe difcourfes were made. The matter was 

*^ of fo tranfcendent a nature, and the counfel fo pro- 

*^ digious, with reference to the commonwealth, that 

" he defired he might take a copy of it ; which the 

** young Gentleman would by no means confent to, 

" fearing it might prove prejudicial to his father. 

*' But when Mr. Pym informed him, that it was of 

" extreme confequence to the kingdom, and that a 

** time might probably come, when the difcovery of 

" this might be a fovereign means to preferve both 

" Church and State, he was contented that Mr. Pym 

*' Ihould take a copy of it ; which he did, in the pre- 

** fence of Sir Henry Vane ; and having examined 

" it, together with him, delivered the original again 

*^ to Sir Henry. That he had carefully kept this 

** copy by him, without conununicating the fame to 

" any body, till the beginning of this Parliament, 

'^ which was the time he conceived fit to make ufe 

** of it ; and that then, meeting with many other in* 
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^^ fiances of the EarFs ill difpofition to the kingdom, 
*^ it fatisfied hitn to move whatfoever he had moved, 
" againft that great perfon.'* 

Having faid thus much, he read the paper in his 
hand ; in which the day of the month was fet down, 
and his Majefty to be prefent^ and ftating the quef- 
tion to be, " What was now to be done ? fincc the 
" Parliament had refufed to give fubfidies for the 
" fupply of the war againft Scotland/* There were 
then written two LL^ and a /over, and an / and an r, 
wliich was urged, " could fignify nothing but Lord 
*^ Lieutenant of Ireland ;" and the words written and 
applied to that name were, ** Abfolved from rules 
" of government ; — Profecute the war vigoroufly ; — 
*^ An army in Ireland to fubdue this kingdom — ;'' 
which was urged, " to comprehend the matter of the 
" EarFs fpeech and advice :" that paper by fradlions 
of words (without mentioning any formed fpeech) 
containing only the refults of the feveral Counfellors' 
advice. Before thofe letters which were ordered to 
fignify the Lieutenant of Ireland, were an A. B. C. G. 
which might be underftood to fignify, the Arch- 
bifhop of Canterbury his Grace ; and at thofe letters, 
fome fliort, Ih'arp expreflions againft Parliaments, 
and thereupon fierce advice to the King. Next in 
the paper, was an M with an r over, and an /fo, 
which were to be tmderftood for Marquis Hamilton, 
who was Mafter of the Horfe ; and the words an- 
nexed thereunto feemed to be rough, but without a 
fupplement fignified nothing. Then there was an Z, 
an H, and an Aj which muft be interpreted Lord 
High Admiral, which was the Earl of Northumber- 
land ; and from that hieroglyphic proceeded only a 
few words, which implied advice to the King, " to be 

** advifed 
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^ advifed by his Parliament/* Then there was L^ 
Cotf. (which would eafily be believed to figgify the 
Lord Cottington) with fome expreflions as iharp, as 
thofe applied to the Lieutenant of Ireland. 

When he had read this paper^ he added ; ^' That 
" though there was but one witnefs dircdlly in the 
" point, Sir Henry Vane the Secretary, whofe hand- 
^^ writing that paper was, whereof this was a copy ; 
*' yet he conceived, thofe circumfbinces of his and 
^* young Sir Henry Vane's having feen thofe original 
*« refults, and being ready to fwear, that the paper read 
^* by him was a true copy of the other, might reafona- 
^^ bly amount to the validity of another witnefs : and 
*^ that it was no wonder, that the other perfons men- 
^^ tioned in that writing, who had given as badcounfel, 
^^ would not remember, for their own fakes, what had 
^' pafled in that conference ; and that the Earl of North- 
** umberland (who was the only good counfellor in 
^* the pack) had remembered fome of the words, of a 
^' high nature, though he had forgotten the other.*' 

When Mr. Pym had ended, young Sir Harry Vane 
rofe, in fome feeming diforder ; confefTed all that the 
other had faid; and added, <^ That his father being in 
^^ the north with the King the fummer before, had fent 
** up his keys to his Secretary, then at Whitehall ; * 
^^ and had written to him (his fon) that he fhould 
^^ take from him thofe keys, which opened his boxes 
^' where his writings and evidences of his land were, 
*^ to the end that he might caufe an aifurance to be 
*^ perfected which concerned his wife ; and that he 
" having perufed thofe evidences, and difpatched 
'^ what depended thereupon, had the curiofity to fee 
<' what was in a red velvet cabinet which ftood with 
^ the other boxes ; and thereupon required the key 
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" of that cabinet from the Secretary, as if he ftill 
*^ wanted fomewhat towards the bufinefs his father 
'* had diredled ; and fo having gotten that key, he 
" found, among other papers, that mentioned by Mr. 
" Pym, which made that impreflion in him, that he 
** thought himfelf bound in confcience to communi- 
** cate it to fome perfon of better judgment than him- 
. " felfi who might be more able to prevent the mif- 
" chiefs that were threatened therein ; and fo Ihewed 
" it to Mr. Pym ; and being confirmed by him, that 
" the feafonable difcovery thereof might do no lefs 
" than preferve the kingdom, had confented that he 
" Ihould take a copy thereof; which to his know- 
<' ledge he had faithfully done : and thereupon had 
" laid the original in its proper place again, in the 
** red velvet cabinet. He faid, he knew this difco- 
" very would prove little lefs than his ruin in the 
^* good opinion of his father; but having been in- 
*' duced by the tendernefs of his confcience towards 
" his common parent, his country, to trefpafs againft 
'^ his natural father, he hoped he Ihould find com- 
" paflion from that Houfe, though he had little hopes 
" of pardon elfewhere." 

The fon no fooner fate down, than the father (who, 
without any counterfeiting, had a natural appearance 
of flernnefs) rofe, with a pretty confufion, and faid, 
" That the ground of his misfortune was now dif- 
5^ covered to him ; that he had been much amazed, 
** when he found himfelf prefTed by fuch interroga- 
'* tories, as made him fufpedl fome difcovery to be 
^' made, by fome perfon as converfant in the coun- 
^^ fels as himfelf : but he was now fatisfied to whom 
/* he owed his misfortunes ; in which, he was fure, 
^^ the guilty perfon ihould bear his fhare. That it 

" was 
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** was true, being in the north with the King ; and 

** that unfortunate fon of his having married a vir- 

^^ tuous gentlewoman, (daughter to a worthy Member 

** then prefent), to whom there was fomewhat in juf- 

*^ tice and honour due, which was not fufficiently 

** fettled ; he had fent his keys to hjs Secretary ; not 

^* well knowing in what box the material writings 

*.' lay ; and directed him to fufFer his fon to look 

** after thofe evidences which were neceflary : that 

^* by this occafion, it feemed, thofe papers had been 

** examined and perufed, which had begot much of 

*^ this trouble. That for his part, after the fummons 

** of this Parliament, and the King's return to Lon- 

*^ don, he had acquainted his Majefty, that he had 

** many papers remaining in his hands, of fuch tranf- 

^^ acftions as were not like to be of further ufe ; and 

" therefore, if his Majefty pleafed, he would bum 

** them, left by any accident they might come into 

^^ hands that might make an ill ufe of them : to 

"which his Majefty confenting, he had burned 

*^ many ; and amongft them, the original refults of 

*^ thofe debates, of which that which was read was 

*' pretended to be a copy : that to the particulars he 

" could fay nothing more, than what he had upon his 

" exaniination exprefled, which was exaftly true, and 

" he would not deny ; though by what he had heard 

" that afternoon (with which he was furprifed and 

" amazed) lie found himfelf in an ill condition upon 

*^ that teftimony." 

This fcene was fo well aded, with fuch paftion and 
geftures, between the father and the fon, that many 
fpeeches were made in commendation of the con- 
fcience, integrity, and merit of the young man, and a 
motion made, " that the faxhtv might be enjoined by 
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** the Houfc to be friends with his fon :" but for 
fome time there was^ in public^ a great diftance ob- 
ferved between them. 

Many men wondered very much at the unneceilary 
relation of this ftory ; which would vilibly appear 
very ridiculous to the world, and could not but inevi- 
tably produce much fcandal and inconvenience to 
the father, and the fon ; who were too wife to be- 
lieve, that thofe circumftances would add any thing 
to the credit of the former iingle teftimony : neither 
was there ever after any mention of it in public, to 
move the judgment of thofe, who were concerned to 
be fatisfied in what they were to do : and therefore 
fome, who obferved the ftratagems ufed by that party 
to compafs their own private ends, believed that this 
occaiion was taken to publifh thofe refults, only to 
give the Lord Cottington notice in what danger he 
was, that fo he might wifely quit his mafterfhip of 
the wards to the Lord Say ; who expected it, and 
might be able, by that obligation, to proteA him 
from farther profecution : and fo that they meant to 
facrifice the reputation of the Secretary to the ambi* 
tion of the Lord Say. But without doubt (though 
this laft confideration was very powerftil with them) 
the true reafon of the communication of this pailage 
was, that they found it would be impoffible to con- 
ceal their having received the principal information 
from the Secretary, for their whole profecution ; by 
reafon fome of the Committee, who were intrufted to 
prepare the charge againft the £^1 of Strafford, and 
confequently were privy to that fecrct, were fallen 
from them ; at leaft firom their ends ; and therefore 
they thought fit to publilh this hiflory of the intelli- 
gence, that it might be rather imputed to. the con- 

fcience 
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fcicncc and curiolity of the fon, than to the malice 
of the father. 

The bill of attainder in few days paflcd theThebiU 
Houfe of Commons; though fome lawyers, of great Hoafe of 
and known learning, declared, *' that there was nOjQf^d!^ 
** ground or colour in law, to judge him guilty of 
*^ high treafon :" and the Lord Digby (who had 
been, from the beginning, of that Committee for the 
profecution, and had much more prejudice than 
kindnefs to the Earl) in a very pathetical fpeech 
declared, " that he could not give his confent to 
'^ the bill; not only, for that he was unfatisfied in 
*^ the matter of law, but, for that he was more unfa- 
^^ tisfied in the matter of fa6l ; thofe words, upon 
•^ which the impeachment was principally grounded, 
•* being fo far from being proved by two witneiTes, 
" that he could not acknowledge it to be by one ; fince 
" he could not admit Sir Harry Vane to be a compe- 
•* tent witnefs, who being firft examined, denied that 
'* the Earl fpoke thofe words ; and at his fecond ex* 
<^ amination, remembered fome ; and at his third, the 
*^ reft of the words :" and thereupon related many cir- 
cumftances, and made many fharp obfervations upon 
what had palTed; which none but one of the Commit* 
tee could have done : for which he was prefently af- 
ter queftioned in the Houfe; but made his defence fo 
well, and fo much to the difadvantage of thofe who 
were concerned, that from that time they profecuted 
him with an implacable rage and uncharitablenefs 
upon all occafions. The bill pafTed with only fifty- 
nine diftenting voices, there being near two hundred 
in the Houfe ; and was immediately fent up to the 
Lords, with this addition, <^ that the Commons would 
" be ready the next day in Weftminfter-Hall, to give 
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" their Lordfhips fatisfaAion in the tnatter of law, 
" upon what had pafled kt the trial." 
Mr. Saint. The Earl was then again brought to the bar ; the 
fcndifun Lords fitting as before, in their robes ; and the Com- 
poifltofiawjnQng as they had done ; amongft thejm, Mr. Solici- 
Lords. tor Saint-John, from his place, argued for the fpacc 
of near an hour the matter of law. Of the argument 
itfelf I fhall fay little, it being in print, and in many 
hands; I Ihall only remember two notable propo- 
fitions, which are fufficient charaders of the perfon 
and the time. Left what had been faid on the Earl's 
behalf, in point of law, and upon the want of proof, 
fhould have made any impreffion in their Lordfhips, 
he averred, "That, in that way of bill, private fatisfac- 
*^ tion to each man's confcience was fufficient, although 
" no evidence had been given in at all :" and as to the 
preffing the law, he faid, *' It was true, we give law to 
*^ hares and deer, becaufe they are beafts of chafe ; 
'^ but it was never accounted either cruelty, or foul 
*' play, to knock foxes and wolves on the head as they 
*' can be found, becaufe they are beafts of prey." In 
a word, the law and the humanity were alike ; the 
one being more fallacious, and the other more bar- 
barous, than in any age had been vented in fuch an 
auditory. 
The names The fame day, as a better argument to the Lords 
moncwX^P^^^ily ^^ P^*^ the bill, the nine and fifty Members 
renting Qf ^[^Q Houfe of Commons, who (as is faid before) 
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bin,cxpof- had diflented from that act, had their names written 

the title of in pieces of parchment or paper, under this fuper- 

ans!*^'**'" fcription, Strafford I ANS, or enemies to their coun- 

try ; and thofe papers fixed upon pofts, and other 

the moft vifible places about the city ; which was as 

great and deftru6live a violation of the privileges and 

freedom 
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freedom of Parliament, as can be imagined : yet, be- 
ing complained of in the Houfe, not the leaft coun- 
tenance was given to the complaint, or the leaft care . 
taken for the difcovery. 

The perfons, who had ftill the condu A of the de- 
iigns, began to find, that their friends abroad (of 
whofe help they had ftill great need, for the getting 
petitions to be brought to the Houfe ; and for all tu- 
multuous appearances in the city; and negociations 
with the Common Council) were not at all fatisfied 
with them, for their want of zeal in the matter of 
religion : and, though they had branded as many of 
the Bifhops, and others of the prelatical party, as 
had come in their way ; and received all petitions 
againft the Church with encouragement : yet, that 
there was nothing done, or vifibly in projeAion to be 
done, towards lefTening their jurifdiftion ; or indulg- 
ing any of that liberty to their weak brethren, which 
they had from the beginning expefted from them. 
Beiides, the difcourfe of their ambition, and hopes of 
preferment at Court, was grown public, and raifed 
much jealoufy of them. 

But the truth is^ they who had made in their hearts 
the moft deftruftive vows againft the Church, nevet 
durft communicate their bloody wifhes to their beft 
friends, whofe authority gave them their greateft credit. 
For beiides that their own Clergy, whofe hands they 
produced in great numbers, to complain againft the 
innovations, which had (as they faid) been introduced; 
and againft the ceremonies, which had been in conftant 
praftice fince the Reformation, as well as before; were 
far from being of one mind in the matter or manner 
of what they wifhed Ihould be altered ; as appeared 
whenever they came before the Houfe, or a Commit- 
tee, 
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tec, when any of them were alked queftlons they did 
not expeft ; there was lefs confent amongft their lay- 
friends, in eccleliailical affairs, than amongft the other. 

The Earl of Bedford had nodefire that there ihould 
be any alteration in the Government of the Church ; 
and had always lived towards my Lord of Canterbury 
himfelf with all refpeA and reverence, and frequent- 
ly vifited and dined with him; fubfcribed liberally to 
the repair of St. Paul's Church, and feconded all 
pious undertakings : though, it is true, he did not 
difcountenance notorioufly thofe of the Clergy who 
were unconformable. 

The Earl of Effex was rather difpleafed with the 
perfon of the Archbiihop, and fome other Biihops, 
than indevoted to the funAion ; and towards fome of 
them he liad great reverence and kindnefs, as Bifhop 
Moreton, Bifhop Hall, and fome other of the lefs 
formal and more popular Prelates : and he was as 
much devoted as any man to the Book of Common 
Prayer, and obliged all his fervants to be qonftantly 
prefent with him at it; his houfehold Chaplain being 
always a mofk conformable man, and a good fcholan 

In truth, in the Houfe of Peers there were only at 
that time taken notice of, the Lords Say and Brooke, 
as poiitive enemies to the whole fabric of the Church, 
and to deiire a diffolution of that Government ; the 
Earl of Warwick himfelf having never difcovered 
any averfion to epifcopacy, and much profeffed the 
contrary. 

In the Houfe of Commons, though of the chief 
leaders, Nathaniel Fiennes, and young Sir Harry 
Vane, and Ihortly after Mr. Hambden (who had not 
before owned it) were believed to be for root and 
branch ; which grew ihortly after a common expref* 

lion, 
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iion^ and difcovery of the fcveral tempers : yet Mn 
Pym was not of that mind, nor Mr. Hollis, nor any 
of the northern men, or thofe lawyers who drove on 
moit furioufly with them ; all who were pleafed with 
the government itfelf of the Church. 

The firft delign that was entertained againft the^w". 
Church; and which was received in the Houfc ofthcHoufe 
Commons with a vifible countenance and approba-Lms'to 
tion of many, who were neither of the fame principles S^g'J*^. 
nor purpofes} was a Ihort bill that was brought in,^^^^^^^ 
*' to take away the Bifliops' votes in Parliament ; and 
'^ to leave them out in all commiffions of the peace, 
" or that had relation to any temporal affairs." This 
was contrived, with great deliberation and prepara* 
tion, to difpofe men to confent to it : and to this ma- 
ny of the Houfe of Peers were much difpofed ; and 
amongft them, none more than the Earl of ElTex, and 
all the popular Lords ; who obferved, " that they 
** feldom carried any thing which direAly oppofed 
'* the King's interell, by reafon of the number of tlie 
^^ Biihops, who, for the moft part, unanimoufly con* 
'* curred againft it, and oppofed many of their other 
*' deiigns : and they believed that it could do the 
** Church no harm, by the Bifliops having fewer di« 
^* verfions from their fpiritual charges.** 

In the Houfe of Commons, they ufed that, and 
other arguments, to remove the prejudice from it; 
and^ as there were many who were perfuaded, that the 
palling that bill would be no prejudice ; and were as 
unwilling, that the Bifliops ihould be Juftices of the 
peace, or in any other fecular commiilions, as tlie 
Lords were that they fliould lit with them : fo they 
prevailed with others, who heartily delired that there 
might be no fuch diminution of their honour and au- 
thority. 
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thority, by pcrfuading them, *^ That there was fo great 
^' a concurrence towards the paffing this bill ; and fo 
*' great a combination throughout the nation againft 
" the whole Government of the Church, and a refolu- 
*' tion to deftroy it abfolutely : in which the Scots 
*^ were fo refolutely engaged, that they difcourfed in 
^^ all companies, that it was impoffible for a firm peace 
*' to be preferved between the nations, if Bifhops were 
^^ not taken away ; and that the army would never 
^* march out of the kingdom, till that were brought 
*^ to pafs : but that if this bill were once pafled, a 
*' greater number in both Houfes would be fo well 
'^ fatisfied, that the violenter party would be never 
*^ able to prcjfceute their defigns." And this reafon 
did prevail over many men of excellent judgments, 
and unqueftionable afFeftions; who did in truth at 
, that time believe, " that the paffing this aft was the 
*^ only expedient to preferve the Church :" infomuch, 
as when it was brought into the Houfe, it found a bet- 
ter reception than was expefted; and fome men, who, . 
others thought, would have oppofed it, fpoke on its 
behalf, expreffing their defire " that it might pafs.'* 

There was a difference in opinion in this debate, 
between two perfons, who had been never known to 
differ in the Houfe, and the entire friendfhip they had 
for each other was very remarkable ; which admini- 
ftered much pleafure to very many who loved neither 
of them. When the bill was put to the queflion, 
Mr. Hyde (who was from the beginning known to be 
an enemy to it) fpoke very earneftly " for the throw- 
*' ing it out ;'' faid, ** It was changing the whole frame 
*« and conflitution of the kingdom, and of the Par- 
" liament itfelf : that, from the time that Parliaments 
** begun, there had never been one Parliament, where 

*' the 
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" the Bifhops were not part of it : that if they were 
" taken out of the Houfe, there would be but two 
" eftates left ; for that they as the Clergy v/cre the third 
*^ eftate, and being taken away, there was nobody left 
" to reprefent the Clergy : which would introduce 
*^ another piece of injuftice, which no other part of 
" the kingdom could complain of, who were all repre- 
** fented in Parliament, and were therefore bound to 
" fubmit to all that was enafted, becaufe it was upon 
" the matter with their own confent : whereas^ if the 
** Bilhops were taken from fitting in the Houfe of 
'* Peers, there was nobody who could pretend to re- 
'* prefent the Clergy ; and yet they muft be bound 
^ by their determinations." 

When he had done, the Lord Falkland, who always 
fate next to him, (which was fo much taken notice of, 
that, if they came not into the Houfe togejther, as ufu- 
ally they did, every body left the place for him that 
was abfent), fuddenly flood up, and declared himfelf 
^' to be of another opinion ; and that, as he thought 
" the thing itfelf to be abfolutely neceflary for the 
" benefit of the* Church, which was in fo great dan- 
** ger ; fo he had never heard, that the conftitution 
" of the kingdom would be violated by the pafling 
" that aft ; and that he had heard many of the Clergy 
" proteft, that they could not acknowledge that they 
** were reprefented by the Bifliops. However wc 
" might prefume, that if they could make that appear, 
" that they were a third eftate, that the Houfe of 
" Peers (amongft whom they fat, and had yet their 
^* votes) would rejeft it." And fo, with fome faceti- 
oufnefs, anfwering fome other particulars, concluded, 
« for the pafling the ad." 

The Houfe was fo marvelloufly delighted, to fee the 

two 
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two infeparable friends divided in fo important a point, 
that they could not contain from a kind of rejoicing ; 
and the more, becaufe they faw Mr. Hyde was much 
furprifed with the contradidlion ; as in truth he was ; 
having never difcover^ the leaft inclination in the 
other towards fuch a compliance : and therefore they 
entertained an imagination and hope that they might 
work the Lord Falkland to a fitrther concurrence with 
them. But they quickly found themfdves difap- 
pointed •, and that, as there was not the leaft interrup- 
tion of clofe friendfhip between the other two ; fo, 
when tlie fame argument came again into debate, 
about fix months after, the Lord Falkland changed 
his opinion, and gave them all the oppolition he could : 
nor was he referved in acknowledging, '* that he had 
*^ been deceived, and by whom ;" and confeiTed to 
his friends, with whom he would deal freely, " that 
*^ Mr. Hambden had aflured him, that if that bill 
*< might pafs, there would be nothing more attempted 
" to the prejudice of the Church:" which he thought, 
as the world then went, would be no ill compofition. 

This bill, for taking away the Biffabps* votes out of 
the Houfe of Peers, produced another difcovery, which 
caft the condudlors farther behind, than they were ad- 
vanced by their conqueft amongft the Commons ; and 
difquieted them much more, than the other had ex- 
alted them. How currently foever it had pafted in 
the lower Houfe ; when it was brought to the upper, 
the Lords gave it not fo gracious a reception as was 
expefted : many of the greateft men of that Houfe 
grew weary of the empire which the others had exer- 
cifed over them ; and fome, who had gone with them, 
upon their obfervation that they had worfe deiigns 
than they owned, fell from them, and took the oppor- 
tunity 
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tunity to difcovcr themfelves, upon the debate of tliis 

bill ; againft which they inveighed with great iharp^ 

nefs ; and blamed the Houfe of Commons, ^' for pre- 

^' fuming to meddle with an affair, that fo immediate-' 

" ly concerned themfelves : that if they might fend 

^' up a bill this day, at once to take out one whole 

^^ bench from the Houfe, as this would do the Biihops, 

" they might to-morrow fend another, to take away 

" the Barons, or fome other degree of the Nobility :'* 

with many more arguments, as the nature of the thing 

would eaiily adminifter ; with fuch warmth and vi« 

gour as they had not before exprefTed : infomuch as, 

though the other party, which had not hitherto been 

withftood, fet up their reft upon the carrying it ; fup- 

plying their other arguments with that, " How mudh 

** the Houfe of Commons, which beft knew the temper 

" and expedation of the nation, would refent their 

** not concurring with them in a remedy they judged 

" fo neceflary ; and what the confequence might be, 

*• of fuch a breach between the two Houfes, they 

" trembled to think ; fince the kingdom had no hope 

** of being preferred but by their union, and the ef- 

^* fe£ls of their wifdom, in removing all things, and 

'* all perfons, out of the way, which were like to ob- 

*^ ftrudt fuch a thorough reformation, as the kingdom 

** needs and expedls," (all which had fo little effect, 

that) the Houfe could not be prevailed with, fo much The Houfe 

as to commit the bill, (a countenance they frequently rejea^the 

give to bills they never intend to pafs) but at the fe*^*^' 

cond reading it, they utterly cafl it out. 

This unexpeifted and uniuiagined aft caft fuch a 
damp upon the fpirits of the governing party in both 
Houfes, that they knew not what to do : the mifchiefs 
which wete in view, by this difcovcry of the temper 

of 
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of the Houfe of Peers, had no bottom ; they were not 
now fure, that they ihould be able to carry any thing ; 
for the major part, which threw out this bill, might 
crofs them in any thing they went about : beiides the 
influence it would have in the Houfe of Commons, 
and every where elfe ; for they knew very well, how 
many of their followers therefore followed them, be- 
caufe they believed they would carry all before them. 
However, that their fpirits might not be thought 
to fail, they made hafte to proceed in all the angry 
and choleric things before them : to the trial of the 
Earl of Strafford ; impeaching feveral Bifhops for in- 
novations, and the like ; the Houfe of Commons be- 
ing very diligent to kindle thofe fires which might 
brought warm the Peers : and that the Bifhops might fee how 
Into the little they had gotten, by obftrufting the other bill. 
Commons they prepared a very Ihort bill, " tor the utter eradi- 
wd'i^r. '^ catioft of Bilhops, Deans, and Chapters ; with all 
«?ir5ting " Chancellors, Officials, *and all Officers, and other 
d«m'' d" P^^^^^^ belonging to either of them:" which they 
Chapter! 5 prevailed with Sir Edward Deering, a man very oppo- 
fite to ?ill their defigns, (but a man of levity and vani- 
ty ; eafily flattered, by being commended), to prefent 
into the Houfe ; which he did from the gallery, with 
the two verfes in Ovid, the application whereof was 
his greateft motive ; 

Cun£ta prius tentanda^fed immedlcabile vulnus 
Enfe reddendum ejly ne pars Jincera trahatur. 
He took notice '^ of .the great moderation and can*- 
•' dour of the Houfe, in applying fo gentle a remedy, 
•' by the late bill, to retrench the exorbitances of the 
** Clergy : hoping that the pruning and taking off a 
** few unneceflary branches from the trunk, the tree 
" might profper the better ; that this mortification 

" might 
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^ might have mended theit conftitution, and that 
** they would have the more carefully intended their 
** health : but that this foft remedy had proved fo in- 
^* efFedlual) that they were grown more obftinate and 
" incorrigible ; fo that it was now neceflary to put the 
" axe to the root of the tree ;" and thereupon defired, 
^' that the bill might be read." 

As foon as the title of it was read, (which was al- 
moft as long as the bill itfelf ), it was moved with great 
warmth, " that the bill might not be read : that it was 
*^ againft the cuftom and rule of the Houfe of Com- 
** mons, that any private perfon Ihould take upon him 
** (without having firft obtained the leave and direc- 
" tion of the Houfe) to bring in a new aft, fo much 
*• as to abrogate and abolilh any old lingle law ; and 
** therefore, that it was a wonderful prefumption in 
^' that Gentleman, without any communication of his 
^^ purpofe, or fo much as a motion that he might do 
*' it, to bring in a bill, that overthrew and repealed fo 
*^ many afts of Parliament, and changed and con- 
** founded the whole frame of the government of the 
** kingdom :" and therefore defired, " that it might 
** be rejeded/* The Gentleman who brought it in 
made many excufes '* for his ignorance in the cuf- 
" toms of Parliament, having never before ferved in 
*^ any ;'* and acknowledged, *^ that he had never read 
** more than the title of the bill ; and was prevailed 
** with by his neighbour who fate next to him (who was 
" Sir Arthur Haflerig) to deliver it ;" which he faw 
would have been done by fomebody elfe. Thought 
the rejefting it was earneftly urged by very many ; 
and ought, by the rules of the Houfe, to have been 
done ; yet, all the other people as violently prefled 
the reading it ; and none fo importunately, as Saint- 
TOL. I. B b John, 
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John, who was^at this time the King's Solicitor (wh6 
in truth had drawn it) : he faid, " nobody could judge 
" of a bill by the title, which might be falfe ; and 
** this bill, for ought any one knew to the contrary, 
'* at leaft, for ought he and many others knew, might 
^^ contain the eftabliihing the Biftiops, and granting 
** other immunities to the Church ; inftead of purfu- 
*' ing the matter of the title :" and others, as ingeni- 
oufly declaring, '* that our orders are in our own 
** power, and to be altered, or difpenfed with, as wc 
" fee caufe :" many out of curiofity defiring to hear 
it read ; and more to fliew the Lords that they would 
not abate their mettle ; upon their declaring their plea- 
fure, the bill was at laft read ; and no queftion being 
but laid by put, upou the firft reading, it Was laid by, and not 
iilnt,^^ called upon in a long time after ; many men being 
really perfuaded, that there was no intention to purfue 
it ; and that it was only brought in, to manifeft a 
negleft towards the Lords. 
A Yote The northern gentlemen, at leaft they who were 

fh^Houfc ^oft aftive, and had moft credit, (as Hotham, and 
®*^™- Cholmely, and Stapleton), were marvelloufly folicitous 
Againft the to difpatch the commitment of the bill " for taking 
Ywk. " away the Court of York ;" and haviag after great de- 
bate, and hearing what all parties interefted could offer, 
gotten the committee to vote, " That it was an illegal 
" commiffion, and very prejudicial to the liberty and 
*^ the property of his Majefty's fubjeds of thofe four 
" northern counties, where that jurifdidlion was cxer- 
" cifed ;" they called upon Mr. Hyde (the Chairman) 
to make the report : and the Houfe having concurred 
in, and confirmed, the fame vote ; they appointed him 
" to prepare himfelf to deliver the opinion of the 
** Houfe at a conference with the Houfe of Peers, and 

•'to 
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*^ to defife their concurrence in it ; and that they 
*^ would thereupon be fuitors to the King, that there 
^^ might be no more commiffions of that kind granted:'* 
for they had a great apprehenfion, that either upon 
the Earl of StrafFord*s relignation, or his death, (which 
they refolved Ihould be very fliortly), they fhould 
have a new Prefident put over them. 

Mr. Hyde, at the conference in the Painted Cham- a confe- 
ber, (bemg appomted by the Houle to manage it), the Lords ^ 
told the Lords, " that the four northern counties were 
^ fuitors to their Lordfhips, that they might not be 
*^ diftinguifhed from the reft of his Majefty's fubjefts, 
" in the adminiftration of his juftice, and receiving 
** the fruits of it ; that they only were left to the ar- 
** bitrary power of a Prefident and Council, which 
" every day procured new authority and power to op- 
" prefs them :'* he told them, *^ that till the thirty- 
^ firft year of King Harry the Eighth, the adminiftra- 
'* tion of juftice was the fame in the north, as in the 
" weft, or other parts of the realm j that about that 
^' time there was fome infurre<3:ion in that country, 
*^ which produced great diforders and bloodfhed, 
" which fpread itfelf to the very borders of Scotland : 
*' whereupon that King iffued out a commiflion to 
" the Archbifhop of York, and the principal gcntle- 
*^ men of thofe counties, and fome learned lawyers, to 
'* examine the grounds of all thofe diforders, and to 
" proceed againft the malefaftors with all fcverity, 
^^ according to the laws of the land." He read the 
firft commiflion to them ; which appeared to be no 
other, than a bare commiflion of Oyer and Terminer. 
" It was found that this commiflion did much good, 
" and therefore it was kept on foot for fome time Ion- 
'^ ger than fuch commifllons ufe to be ; and it was 

B b 2 ** often 
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^^ often renewed after^ but ftill in the (aine form, of 
'^ very little alteration, till Queen Elizabeth^s time j 
•^ and then there was an alteration in the commifCon 
" itfelf i befides that^ it had reference to inftrudlions, 
^* which contained matters of State upon fome cmer- 
** gent occafions : there were more and greater alter- 
^^ ations, both in the commiilion and inftru6lions, in 
*' the time of King James^ when the Lord Scroop was 
** Prefident ; and that, when the Lord Strafford wad 
*^ firft made Prefident, they were more enlarged ; and 
*^ yet he had procured new additions to be made twice 
** after/* The infirudlions of the fcvcral times were 
read ; and the alterations obferved ; and fome prece-> 
. ^ents very pertinently urged ; in which it appeared, 
that great men had been very feverely fentenced, in 
no lefs penalty than of a ptemuniire, for procuring and 
executing fuch commiflions : and he concluded with 
*' defiring the Lords to concur in the fame fenfc, the 
" Houfe of Commons had expreifed themfelves to be 
^' of, with reference to the commiifion and inftruc-* 
" tions." 
SncSn!^* The fpeech, and argument, met with good appro*^ 
wththc bation in both Houfes ; where he got great credit by 
' it : and the Earl of Bath, who was to report it, and 
had no excellent or graceful pronunciation, came him^ 
felf to Mr. Hyde, and " defired a copy of it, that he 
'* might not do him wrong in the Houfe, by the re- 
*' port ;" and having received it, it was read in the 
Houfe, and by order entered, and the paper itfelf af- 
fixed to their Journal ; where it ilill remains i and the 
Houfe of Peers fully concurred with the Commons in 
their vote : fo that there was not, in many years after, 
gny attempt, or fo much as mention of anotHer com- 
miilion. 

The 
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The northern men wer€ fo well pleafed, that they 
fefolved to move the Houfe, *^ to give Mr. Hyde pub- 
♦* lie thanks for the fervice he had done the Houfe ;'* 
but the principal leaders diverted them from it, by fay* 
ing, •* that he had too much credit already, and needed 
^' not fudh an addition^ as he behaved himfelf." How- 
ever, thofe northern men themfelves continued mar- 
velloufly kind ; and on his behalf, on all occalions, 
oppofed any combination of the moft powerful of 
them againft him ; of whicli fomewhat will be faid 
hereafter* 

The oppoHtion in the Lords^ Houfe, and the fre- 
quent contradidtion in the Houfe pf Commons, had 
allayed much of the fury which had fo much pre- 
vailed ; and all men impatiently defired that the ar- 
mies might be difcharged ; when all men believed, 
better quarter would be kept : but no progrefs would 
be made towards that, till the Earl of Strafford's buli- 
nefs could be difpatched ; the Scots being bound to 
gratify their Engliih friends in that particular, as if it 
were their own work. They who treated for the pro^ 
motions at Court were folicitous to finifh that, ad 
what would do all the reft ; and the King was as pofi- 
five, not to do any thing towards it, till he might fe- 
cure the life of the Earl of Strafford ; which being 
done, he w6uld do any thing. And the Earl of Bed- 
ford, who had in truth more authority with the vio- 
lent men than any body elfe, laboured heartily td 
bring it to pafs. 

In the afternoon of the fame day (when the con- 
ference had been in the Painted Chamber upon the 
Court of York) Mr. Hyde going to a place called 
Piccadilly, (which was a fair houfe for entertainment 
and gaming, with handfome gravel walks with fhade^ 

B b 3 and 
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and where were an upper and lower bowling-green, 
whither very nuny of the Nobility, and Gentry of the 
beft quality, reforted, both for exercife and converfa- 
tion), as foon as ever he came into the ground, the 
Earl of Bedford came to him ; and after fome fhort 
compliments upon what had paifed in the morning, 
tc4d him, " He was glad he was come thither, for there 
** was a friend of his in the lower ground, who needed 
^' his counfel." He then lamented " the mifcry the 
** kingdom was like to fall into, by their own violence, 
*^ and want of temper, in the profecution of their own 
** happinefs." He faid, " This bufinefs concerning the 
** Earl of Strafford was a rock, upon which we ihould 
^^all fpHt, and that the paflion of the Parliament 
•^ would deftroy the kingdom : that the King was 
" ready to do all they could defire, if the life of the 
*' Earl of Strafford might be fpared : that his Ma- 
** jefly was fatisfied, that he had proceeded with more 
^^ paflion in many things, than he ought to have done, 
** by which he had rendered himfelf ufelefs to his fer- 
** vice for the future ; and therefore he waj well con- 
«"' tent, that he might be made incapable of any em- 
^^ ployment for the time to come ; and that he ihould 
*' be banifhed, or imprifoned for his life, as they 
<' fhould choofe : that if they would take his death 
*' upon them, by their own judicatory, he would not 
*' interpofe any adt of his own confcience : but fince 
^' they had declined that way, and meant to proceed 
** by an aft of Parliament, to which he himfelf mufl: 
*^ be a party, that it could not confifl with his confci- 
** cnce, ever to give his royal alTent to that aft ; be* 
" caufe, having been prefent at the whole trial,** (as 
he had been, in a box provided on purpofe, incognitOy 
though confpicuous enough), <^ and heard all the tef- 

y timony 
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'^ timony they had given againft him, he had heard no- 
** thing proved, by which he could believe that he was 
" a traitor, either in fa(ft,or in intention: and therefore 
" his Majefty did moft earneftly defire, that the two 
" Houfes would not bring him a bill to pafs, which in 
*' confcience he could not, and would not confent to." 

The Earl continued ; " That though he yet was 
•' fatisfied fo well in his own confcience, that he be- 
" lieved he Ihould have no fcruple in giving his own 
*^ vote for the paiiing it," (for it yet depended in the 
Lprds* Houfe), " he knew not how the King could 
** be preiled to do an aft fo contrary to his own con- 
'^ fcience ; and that, for his part, he took all the pains 
" he could to perfuade his friends to decline their 
" violent profecution, and to be content with the 
'^ remedy propofed by the King ; which he thought 
*' might be rendered fo fecure, that there need remain 
'' no fears of that man's ever appearing again in buii^ 
^' nefs : and that how difficult a work foever he found 
" it to be, he fhould not defpair of it, if he could per- 
" fuade the Earl of Eflex to comply ; but that he 
*^ found him fo obilinate, that he could not in the 
^ leaft degree prevail with him ; that he had left his 
*^ brother, the Earl of Hertford, (who was that day 
'^ made a Marquis), in the lower ground, walking with 
^^ him, who he knew would do all he could ; and he 
'' delired Mr. Hyde to walk down into that place, and 
<< take his turn, to perfuade the Earl of Eifex to what 
" was reafonable ;" which he was very willing to do. 

He found the Marquis and the Earl walking there 
together, and no other perfons with them ; and as foon 
as they faw him, they both came to meet him ; and 
the Marquis, after a ihort falutation, departed, and 
left the other two together ; which he did purpofely, 

B b 4 The 
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The Earl begun merrily, in telling him, ^^ That he had 
•' that morning performed a fervice, which he knew 
*^ he did not intend to do ; that by what he had faid 
" againft the Court of York, he had revived their in- 
^^ dignation againil the Earl of Strafford ; fo that he 
*^ now hoped, they fhould proceed in their bill againft 
«* him with vigour, (whereas they had flept fo long 
♦^ upon it), which he faid was the efFeft, of which he 
•^ was fure he had no mind to be the caufe.*' Mr. 
Hyde confeffed, "he had indeed no fuch purpofe ; 
<^ and hoped, that fomewhat he had faid might pyt 
^* other thoughts into them, to proceed in another 
^^ manner upon his crimes : that he knew well, that 
" the caufe of their having flept fo long upon the bill, 
♦* was their difagreement upon the point of treafon, 
** which the longer they thought of, would adminifter 
«* the more difficulties: but that, if they declined that, 
*' they Ihould all agree, that there were crimes and 
*^ mifdemeanors evidently enough proved, to defervc 
*^ fo fevere a cenfure, as would abfolutely take away 
^^ all power from the Earl of Strafford, that might 
•* prove dangerous to the kingdom ; or mifchievous 
^' to any particular perfon, to whom he was not a 
'^friend." 

He fhook his head, and anfwered, ** Stone-dead 
^* hath no fellow : that if he were judged guilty in a 
*' premunire, according to the precedents cited by 
^* him ; or fined in any other way ; and fentenced to 
^' be imprifoned during his life ; the King would pre- 
'* fcntly grant him his pardon, and his eflate, releafe 
«^ all fines, and would likewife give him his liberty, as 
** foon as he had a mind to receive his fervice ; which 
** would be as foon as the Parliament fhould be ended." 
And when Mr. Hyde was ready to reply to him, the 

Earl 
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Earl told him familiarly, *^ that he had been tired 
^ that afternoon upon that argument, and therefore 
** defired him to continue the difcourfe no longer 
** then ; affuring him, he would be ready to confer 
'^ with him upon it at any other time." 

Shortly after, Mr. Hyde took another opportunity 
to fpeak freely with him again concerning it, but 
found him upon his guard ; ^nd though he heard all 
the other would fay, with great patience, yet he did ' ^ 

not at all enlarge in his anfwers, but feemed fixed in 
his refolution ; and when he was prefTed, " how un- 
" jufiifiable a thing it was, for any man to do any 
'^ thing which his confcience informed him was fin- 
" fill ; that he knew him fo well, that if he were not 
•' fatisfied in his own confcience, of the guilt of the 
" Earl of Strafibrd, the King could never be able to 
" oblige him to give his vote for that bill; and there- 
'^ fore he wondered, how he could urge the King to 
*^ do an aA which he declared to be fo much againft 
'^his. confcience, that he neither could, nor would, 
" ever give his royal aifent to that bill ;" the Earl 
anfwered more at large, and with fome commotion, 
(as if he were in truth poiTeifed with that opinion 
himfelf J, " That the King was obliged in confcience 
" to conform himfelf, and his own underilanding, to 
*^ the advice and confcience of his Parliament:" which 
was a dodlrine newly refolved by their divines, and 
of great ufe to them for the purfuing their future 
counfels. 

Notwithftanding all this, the bill had not that 
warm reception in the Houfe of Peers, that was ex- 
peAed ; but, after the firfk reading, rcfled many 
days; and being then read the fecond time, depended 
long at the Committee; few men believing, upon 

confideration 
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confideration of the afFeftions and parts of the feveral 
Lords, that of the fourfcore, Who were prefent at the 
trial, above twenty would ever have confented to 
that aft : befides, it was not believed, now the formal 
trial and way of judicature was waved, the Bifhops 
would fo ftupidly (to fay no worfe) exclude themfelves 
from voting in a law which was to be an aft of Par- 
liament. 
Two accu But there happened about that time two accidents^ 
contribJtcd which (though not then, or it may be fince, taken 
wards ptff- notice of, as of any moment or relation to that bufi- 
i"^in*ft t^hc ^^^^^ contributed ftrangely to the paffing that bill ; 
Earl of and fo to the fate of that great perfon. The firft, a 
difcovery of fome meetings and difcourfes, between 
fome perfons of near relation to his Majefly's fervicc, 
. and fome officers of the army, about the high pro- 
ceedings of the Parliament ; and of fome expedients, 
that might reduce them to a better temper; which 
were no fooner intimated to fome of the great ma- 
nagers, than the whole was formed and fhaped into 
*' a formidable and bloody defign againil the Parlia- 
" ment." The fecond, the fudden death of the Earl 
of Bedford. Of both which it will be neceflary to 
fay fomewhat ; that it may be obferved, from how 
. little accidents,. and fmall circumftances, by the art 
and induftry of thofe men, the' greateft matters have 
flowed, towards the confulion we have fince labourec^ 
under. 
The firft, a Some principal officers of the army, who were 

difcovery of *■ ^ ^ 

fome cor- members of the Houfc of Commons, and had been 
de^i^'bc careffisd, both before and after the beginning of the 
S^r^aod Parliament, by the moft popular agents of both 
dwdSffi-' Houfes ; and had in truth contributed more to their 
E "i°fti**'^ defigns, than was agreeable to their duty, and the 
mj. truft 
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truft rcpofed in them by the King ; found themfelves 
now not fo particularly conlidered as they expedled, 
by that party ; and their credit in other places, and 
particularly in the army, te be leflened : for that 
there was vifibly much more care taken for the fupply 
of the Scottilh army, than of the King's ; infomuch, 
that fometimes money that was afligned and paid for 
the ufe of the King's army, was again taken away, and 
difpofed to the other ; and yet, that the Parliament 
much prefumed, and depended, upon their intereft in, 
and power to difpofe, the afFedlions of that army. 

Therefore, to redeem what had been done amifs, 
and to ingratiate themfelves in his Majefty's favour, 
they bethought themfelves how to difpofe, or at leaft 
to pretend that they would difpofe, the army to fome 
iuch expreffions of duty and loyalty towards the King, 
as might take away all hope from other men, that it 
might be applied to his dilTervice : and to that pur- 
pofe, they had conference, and communication, with 
feme fe vants of a more immediate truft and rela- 
tion to both their Majefties ; through whom they 
might convey their intentions and devotions to the 
King, and again receive his royal pleafure, and di* 
recftion, how they fhould demean themfelves. For 
ought I could ever obferve, by what was afterwards 
reported in the Houfe of Conunons ; or could learn 
from thofe who were moft converfant with all the fe- 
crets of that defign i there was never the leaft inten- 
tion of working farther upon the affedlions of the 
army, than to preferve them from being corrupted,- 
or made ufe of, for the impofing unjuft and unreafon- 
able things upon the King: and all that the King 
ever fo much as confented ihould be done by them, 
was, that as moft counties ia England, or rather, the 

factious 
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faftiou's and feditious perfons in moft counties, h*ad 
been induced to frame and fubfcribe petitions to the 
Parliament, againft the eftablifhed government o£ 
the Church, with other claufes, fcandalous to the go-» 
vernment of the State too ; fo the officers of the ar- 
my too fliould fubfcribe this following petition j 
which was brought ingroffed t6 his Majefty for hia 
approbation, before they would prefume to recom-» 
(nend it to any for their fubfcription. 

tiJnimcnd ^^ ^^^ King's mofi excellent Majefty \ the Lords Spirit 
edtobcfub- ttial and Temporal \ the Knights^ Citizens ^ and Bur^ 
th(j officers, g^J/^s, now ajptmhkd in the High Court of Parlia^ 
ment, 

" The humble petition of the Officers and Soldiera 
'* of the army, 

^* Humbly fheweth, That although our wants have 
^^ been very preffing, and the burthen we are become 
** unto thefe parts (by reafon of thofe wants) very* 
** grievous unto us ; yet fo have we demeaned our- 
*' felves, that your Majefty's great and weighty affairs^ 
^ in this prefent Parliament, have hitherto received no 
^* interruption, by any complaint, either from us, or 
*^ againft us ; a temper not ufual in armies ; efpecially 
^* in one deftitute not only of pay, but alfo of martial 
** difcipline, and many of its principal officers ; that 
** we cannot but attribute it to a particular bleffing of 
*' Almighty God, on our moft hearty affijftions and 
*^ zeal to the common good, in the happy fuccefs of 
** this Parliament ; to which, as we fliould have been 
" ready hourly to contribute our deareft blood, fo now 
•' that it hath pleafed God to manifeft his bleffing fo 
•* evidently therein, we (fannot but acknowledge it with 

«' thank- 
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^ thankfulncifs ; as likewifl his great mercy, in that ht 
" hath inclined your Majefty's royal heart fo to co- 
" operate with the wifdom of the Parliament, as to 
'* efFedi fo great and happy a reformation upon the 
** former diftempers of this Church and Common-* 
" wealth : as firft, in your Majefly's gracious conde« 
'^ fcending to the many important demands of our 
'^ neighbours of the Scotti(h nation ; fecondly, in 
*^ granting fo free a courfe of juftice againft all delin«« 
** quents of what quality foever ; thirdly, in the re- 
•^ moral of all thofe grievances, wherewith the fub- 
^^ jefts did conceive either their liberty of perfons, 
*^ property, or eftate, or freedom of confcience^ pre- 
*< judiced ; and lafily, in the greateft pledge of fecu« 
** rity that ever the fubjefts of England received from 
«^ their Sovereign,- the bill of Triennial Parliament. 

*^ Thefe things fo gracioufly accorded unto by youi* 
'^ Majefky, without bargain or compenfation, as they 
<< are more than expectation or hope could extend 
f< unto, fo now certainly they are fuch, as all loyal 
<' hearts ought to acquiefce in with thankfulnefs ; 
** which we do with all humility, and do at this time^ 
^^ with as much earneftnefs as any, pray, and wiih^ 
*^ that the kingdom may be fettled in peace and 
** quietnefs, and that all men may, at their own homeS| 
** enjoy the bleifed fruits of your wifdom and juf- 
" tice. 

^* But it may pleafe your excellent Majefty, and 
•* this high Court of Parliament, to give us leave, 
•^ with grief and anguifh of heart, to reprefent unto 
•^ you, that we hear that there are certain perfons ftir- 
•' ring and pragmatical, who, inftead of rendering 
*' glory to God, thanks to your Majefty, and acknow- 
f< ledgment to the Parliament, remain yet as unfatif- 

"fied 
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*^ fied and mutinous as ever ; who, whilft all the refl: 
" of the kingdom are arrived even beyond their 
*' wiflies, are daily forging new and unfeafonable de- 
" mands ; who, whilft all men of reafon, loyalty, 
*^ and moderation, are thinking how they may pro- 
** vide for your Majefty*s honour and plenty, in re- 
** turn of fo many graces to the fubjeA, are ftill at- 
*^ tempting new diminutions of your Majefty*s juft 
" regalities, which muft ever be no lefs dear to all 
*^ honeft men than our own freedoms ; in fine, men 
'^ of fuch turbulent fpirits, as are ready to facri- 
«* fice the honour and welfare of the whole kingdom 
" to their private fancies, whom nothing elfe than a 
*^ fubverfion of thfe whole frame of government will 
*^ fatisfy : far be it from our thoughts to believe, that 
^^ the violence and unreafonablenefs of fuch kind of 
*^ perfons can" have any influence upon the prudence 
" and juftice of the Parliament. But that which be- 
'^ gets the trouble and difquiet of our loyal hearts, at 
" this prefent, is, that we hear thofc ili-afie6led pcr- 
" fons are backed in their violence by the multitude 
" and the power of raifing tumults ; that thoufands 
" flock at their call, and befet the Parliament, and 
** Whitehall itfelf ; not only to the prejudice of that 
*' freedom which is neceflary to great councils and 
'* judicatories, but poflibly to fome perfonal danger 
*' of your facred Majefty, and the Peers. 

** The vaft confequence of thefe perfons' malignity, 
^* and of the licentioufnefs of thofe multitudes that 
*^ follow them, confidered, in mofl: deep care and zea- 
*' lous affe^lion for the fafety of your facred Majefty, 
*^ and the Parliament ; our humble petition is, that in 
" your wifdom you would be pleafed to remove fuch 
^^ dangers, by punifhing the ringleaders of thefe tu- 

" mults. 
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" mults, that yourMajefty and the Parliament may be 
" fccured from fuch infolencies hereafter. For the 
** fuppreffing of which, in all humility we oiFer our- 
" felves to wait upon you (if you pleafe), hoping we 
" ihall appear as confiderable in the way of defence, 
" to our gracious Sovereign, the Parliament, oUr reli- 
" gion, and the eftablifhed laws of the kingdom, as 
" what number foever fliall audacioufly prefume to 
" violate them : fo ihall we, by the wifdom of your 
" Majefty and the Parliament, not only be vindicated 
" from precedent innovations, but be fecured from the 
" future, that are threatened, and likely to produce 
•* more dangerous efFefts than the former. 
" And wc Ihall pray, &c/' 

His Majefty having read this petition, and conceiv- The tru« 
ing that the authority of the army might feem of as^acont 
great importance for the good reception of fo much Jhlt 'p«u 
reafon and juftice, as the fubfcription of a rabble had^*°"' 
been alleged often to be, for the countenance of 
what in truth was mutinous^ and feditious, faid, '^ that 
" he approved well enough of it, and was content 
*^ that it might be fubfcribed by the officers of the 
** army, if they defired it." The officer, who pre- 
fented the draught to his Majefty, told him, '^ that 
" very few of the army had yet feen it : and that it 
" would be a great countenance to it, if, when it was 
" carried to the principal officers who were firft to 
** fign it, any evidence might be given to them, that 
** it had pafled his Majefty's approbation ; otherwife 
*^ they might poffibly make fcruple for fear of offisnd- 
*' ing him." Thereupon his Majefty took a pen, and 
writ at the bottom of the petition C. R. as a token that 
he had perufed and allowed it : and fo the petition was 

carried 
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tarried down into the country where the arrhy lay, and 
was figned by fome officers ; but was fuddeiily quaih^ 
ed, and no more heard of^ till in the difcovery of the 
pretended plot : of which more in its place* 

The meetings continuing, between thofe officers of 
the army and fome fervants of his Majefty'sj to the 
ends afbrelaid ; dthers of the ar^ny^ who had expreifed 
very brilk refolutions towards the fervice^ and were of 
eminent command and authority with the foldiers, 
were by Special direftion introduced into thofe coun- 
cils (all perfons obliging themfelves by an oath of fe- 
crecyi not to communicate any thing that fhould pafs 
amongft them) for the better executing what itould 
be agreed. 

At the firft meeting, one of the perfons that was fo 
ihtroduced, after he had heard the calm proportions 
of the reft, and that *^ their delign was> only to ob- 
^< fef ve and defend the laws, that neither the arguments 
" of the Scots, nor the reputation of their army, might 
** compel the King to confent to the alteration of the 
*' government of the Churchy nor to remove the 
** Bilhops out of the Houfe of Peers, which would, 
*^' in a great degree, produce an alteration ; or the 
** powet of any difcoAtented perfons, by their tumul- 
" tuary petitions, impofe upon, or diminifli, the juft 
«* legal power of the King,'* told them, " Thofe refo- 
'* lutions would produce very little efFedts for his Ma- 
" jefty's fervice ; that there was but one way to do 
«< his Majefty notable fervice, which was by bringing 
" up the army prefently to London, which would fo 
" awe the Parliament, that they would do any thing 
** the King commanded." There was not (as I have 
been credibly informed) a man in the company, that 
did not perfedly abhor (or feemed fo to do) that 

odious 
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odious propofition ; but contented themfelves with 
making fuch objedtions againft it, as rendered it ridi« 
culous and unpradbicable ; and fo the meeting, for 
that time, difTolved. 

Whether the perfon that propofed this dcfperate 
advice, did it only as a bait, to draw an opinion from 
other men, (for he had a perfedl diflike and malice to 
fome of the company), or whether the difdain to fee 
his counfel reje&ed, and the fear that it might be dir# 
covered to his difadvantage, wrought upon him, I 
know not ; but the fame, or the next day, he difco- 
vered all, and more than had paifed, to fome of thofa 
who feemed to take moft care for the public ; inti-» 
mated to them, ^* how he was ftartled with the horrof 
«' of the deiign, and how faithfully he refolved ta 
•< ferve the commonwealth, or to lofc his life in the 
" attempt f ' yet at the fame time adled his part at 
Court, with all pofiiblc demonflration of abhorring the 
proceedings of the Parliament, to that degree, that ho 
offered " to undertake, with a crew of officers and 
** good fellows, (who, he faid, were at his difpofal), 
" to rcfcuc the Earl of Strafford from the Lieutenant 
<« of the Tower, as he Ihould bring him to his trial, 
<^ and fo to enable him to make an efcape into foreign 
«' parts." 

The difcovery being thus made, to the Earl of Bed* 
ford, the Lord Say, and the Lord Kimbolton, and, no 
doubt, by them communicated to their chief afToci- 
ates; as dangerous as the deiign was afterwards al- 
leged to be, it was not publiihed in three months after 
to the Houfes, againfl whom the defign was intended ; 
nor till long after the death of the Earl of Bedford i 
who, no doubt, rather defired to bind up thofe wqunds 
which were made, than to make them wider, by enter-- 
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taining new jealoufies between King and people ; and 
would not confent to the extending and extorting 
conclufipns, which did not naturally flow from the 
premifes ; without which, this fo ufeful a treafon to 
them could not have been made up. 

But as they thought not fit (as I faid before) to 
publilh this whole difcovery till near three months 
after, fo they made extraordinary ufe of it by parts^ 
from the inftant that they received the fecret; it being 
always their cufiom, when they found the heat and 
diftemper of the Houfe (which they endeavoured to 
keep up, by the Iharp mention and remembrance of 
former grievances and preflures) in any degree allayed, 
by fome gracious adl, or gracious profeflion of the 
King's, to warm and inflame them again with a difco* 
very, or promife of a difcovery, of fome notable plot 
and confpiracy againft themfelves, *^ to diflblvc the 
" Parliament by the Papifts ;'* or fome other way, in 
which they would be fure that fomewhat always ihould 
refleft upon the Court. Thus they were fometimes 
informing ** of great multitudes of Papifl:s gathering 
" together in Lancafhire ;" then *^ of fecret meetings in 
•* caves, and under ground in Surrey ; letters from be- 
** yond fea, of great provifions of arms making there 
** for the Catholics of England j*' and the like ; which 
upon examination always vaniflied : but for the time 
(and they were always applied in ufeful articled of 
time) ferved to tranfport common minds with fears 
and apprehenfions, and fo induced them to comply in 
fenfe with thofe, who were like foonefl: to find reme- 
dies for thofe difeafes which none but themfelves 
could difcover. And in this progrefs there fometimes 
happened ftrange accidents for the confirmation of 
their credit. 

Whilft 
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Whilft they were fiill of clamour againft the Papifts, 
upon the inftances of fome infolences and indifcre- 
tions committed by them, during the late intervals of 
Parliament, (and mentioned before), efpecially upon a 
great alacrity exprefled, and contribution raifing, the 
year before, for advancing the war with Scotland ; an 
order was made, " that the Juftices of peace of Weft- 
*^ minfter Ihould carefully examine, what ftrangers 
** were lodged within their jurifdiftion ; and that they 
*^ Ihould adminifter the oaths of allegiance and fupre- 
" macy to all fufpe6led for recufancy, and proceed 
" according to thofe ftatutes." An afternoon being 
appointed for that fervice, in Weftminfter-Hall, and 
many perfons warned to appear there, amongft the reft 

one James, a Papift, appeared, and being preffed 

by Mr. Hayward, a Juftice of peace, to take the oaths, 
fuddenly drew out his knife, and ftabbed him ; with 
fome reproachful words, " for perfecuting poor Ca- 
** tholics/* This ftrange, unheard-of outrage, upon 
the perfon of a minifter of juftice executing his of- 
fice by an order of Parliament, ftartled all men ; the 
old man finking with the hurt, though he died not of 
it. And though, for ought I could ever hear, it pro- 
ceeded only from the rage of a fuUen varlet (formerly 
fiifpefted to be crazed in his underftanding) without 
the leaft confederacy or combination with any other ; 
yet it was a great countenance to thofe, who were be- 
fore thought over apprehenfive and inquifitive into 
dangers ; and made many believe it rather a defign of 
all the Papifts of England, . than a defperate a6l of 
one man, who could never have been induced to it, if 
he had not been promifed afliftancc by the reft. * 

The difcovery of the plot concerning the army 

c c a being 
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The ill ufc being made dbotit the middle of April, which was the 
inthcHoufcend of the Earl of Strafford's trial, they for the pre- 
mons!"" fent made no farther ufc of it than might contribute 
to their ends in that bufinefs; referving the reft (as 
was faid before) to be applied in more neccflary fea- 
fons : therefore, about the time that the bill of attain* 
der was preferred, that no interpofition from the Court 
might difcountenance or hinder that great work, Mr. 
Pym one day informed the Houfe of Commons, " that 
*« he had great caufe to fear, there was at that time as 
" defperatc a dcfign and confpiracy againft the Parlia- 
<^ ment, as had been in any age ; and he was in doubt, 
** perfons of great quality and credit at Court had 
" their hands in it : that feveral officers had been 
" treated with in London to raife men, under prc- 
*^ tence that they fliould go to Portugal ; but that the 
" Portugal Ambaffador being conferred with about it, 
^ profefled that he knew nothing of it ; and that no 
** perfon had any authority or promife from him to 
*^ that purpofe :** (and it is true, there had been fomc 
idle difcourfes in a tavern between fome officers, about 
railing men for Portugal, which was immediately car- 
ried to Mr. Pym ; as all tavern and ordinary difcourfes 
were :) *' that, for the prcfent, he might not acquaint 
-•• them with all particulars, which might hinder their 
♦' further difcovcry ; only defired, that a meilage 
" might be fent to the Lords, to delire them to ap- 
'* point a committee to examine fuch witnefles as 
'' ihould be produced, for the difcovery of a plot 
« againft the Parliament; and that in the mean time 
** they would join in a melTage to the King, to defire 
^ his Majefty that he would not, for fome few days, 
•* grant any pafs to any of his fervants to go beyond the 

" fcas ; 
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•* feas ; faying, that he believed fome men's confci^ 
*• ences would tempt them to make an efcapc, when 
*^ they heard of this examination." 

Such a committee was appointed to examine, and 
fuch a mefiage fent to his Majefty, as was deiired. 
But in the mean time, fome perfons who had been at 
the tavern, and talked of railing men for Portugal ; 
and others who had been at the conference before 
mentioned, where the propofition was for bringing up 
the army ; finding that what had paffed fo privately, 
and amongft themfelves, had been difcovered, and 
was like to pafs a very fevere inquiiition, from them 
who made glofTes and comments as they pleafed, upon 
what other men fpoke or did ; and not knowing how 
much more than the truth had been informed, or 
what interpretation fhould be made of that which was 
the truth ; refolved not to truft themfelves with fuch 
judges, (whofe formality was firft to imprifon, and af- 
ter, at their leifure^ to exan^ine), and fo fled into 
France. 

This was no fooner known and publifhed, than it 
gave great credit and reputation to Mr. Pym's vigi- 
lancy and activity ; for it now appeared, there was 
fome notable mifchief intended, upon the difcovery 
whereof, fuch eminent men were fled. And in this 
diforderand trouble of mind, men fearing according 
as they were directed, the bill of attainder found the 
eafier paflage in the Houfe of Commons. 

Having gotten thus much ground ; and the bill 
then depending (and like long to depend) with the 
Lords ; Mr. Pym told them in the Houfe of Com- 
mons, " that it appeared by the flight of fuch confi- 
** derablc perfons, that what he had before imparted 
" to them was of moment, and that his fears were not 
c c 3 *' ground- 
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" groundlcfs; that it concerned their fervice, that he 
** fiiould not yet impart the whole matter to them, 
" fince the danger was prevented, which they fhould 
" Ihortly underftand at large : in the mean time, he 
^' did affure them, that God had miraculoufly preferved 
" them from a moft prodigious confpiracy, in which 
** all their privileges and liberties fliould have been 
^' fwallowed up : that though this attempt was difap- 
" pointed, yet he feared there might be fome new de- 
'* vice ; and therefore he propofed, for the better evi- 
" dence of their union and imanimity, (which would 
*' be the greateft difcouragement to all who wiflied ill 
** to them), that fome proteftation might be entered 
" into by the members of both Houfes, for the de- 
'* fence of their privileges, and the performance of 
*^ thofe duties to God and the King, which they were 
*' obliged to, as good Chriftians and good fubjedts ; 
*^ and that a committee might be appointed fpeedily 
** to withdraw and prepare fuch a proteftation." 

The motion was entertained with general approba- 
tion ; infomuch as they who were apprehenfive enough 
of the ill defigns of thofe who advanced this, and of 
the ill confequence of fuch voluntary proteftations, 
thought fit rather to watch the matter and words, than 
to oppofe the thing itfelf ; which, it was evident, it 
was to no purpofe to do : and therefore they were 
well contented with the naming fuch perfons for the 
committee, as were not like to fubmit to any unlaw- 
ful or inconvenient obligation. This was urged as of 
fuch confequence, that the doors were locked, and 
no perfons fufFercd to go out of the Houfe, till this 
fhould be concluded. After a long debate, thefe 
words were agreed upon, and offered to the Houfe for 
the protfilation. 

" I A. B. 
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" I A, B. do, in the prefence of Almighty God, pro- Upon thu 
*^ mile, vow, and proteft, to mamtam and defend, protcftation 
*^ as far as lawfully I may, with my life, power, andi^lh ^" ^ 
"eftate, the true reformed Proteftant Religion, "''"^**- 
" exprefled in the doftrine of the Church of Eng- 
" land, againft all popery and popilh innovations 
*^ within this realm, contrary to the fame dodlrine ; 
*^ and, according to the duty of my allegiance, his 
'* Majefty*s royal perfon, honour and eftate ; as 
" alfo, the power and privileges of Parliament ; the 
" lawful rights and liberties of the fubjeft ; and 
** every perfon that maketh this proteftation, in 
** whatfoever he fhall ,do in the lawful purfuance of 
*' the fame : and to my power, and as far as lawful- 
*^ ly I may, I will oppofe, and, by all good ways 
" and means, endeavour to bring to condign pu- 
" nifhment, all fuch, as (hall, either by force, prac- 
" tice, counfels, plots, confpiracies, or otherwife, 
" do any thing to the contrary of any thing in this 
** prefent proteftation contained : and further, that 
" I Ihall, in all juft and honourable ways, endeavour 
" to preferve the union and peace between the 
** three kingdoms of England, Scotland, and Ire- 
" land ; and neither for hope, fear, nor other re- 
'* fpe<5t, fliall relinquifli this promife, vow, and pro- 
« teftation." 

This was immediately taken by the Speaker of the 
Houfe of Commons, and by all the Members then 
prefent; and fent up to the Lords, who all likewife 
took the fame, except the Earl of Southampton, and 
the Lord Roberts, who pofitively refufed it, alleging, 
" There was no law that enjoined it, and the confe- 
** quence of fuch voluntary engagements might pro- 
«< duce eflfecfts that were not then intended ;" which 

c c 4 with- 
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without doubt was very wifely coniidered; and had 
not been prelTed in the Houfe of Commons, for two 
reafons : it being vifibly impoilible to diifuade the 
thing, the Houfe being awakened by the difcourfe^ 
mentioned before, of a plot againft the Parliament, 
the poifon of which, this fovereign antidote was to ex- 
pel and difcover \ but efpecially for that well afFe6):ed 
' perfons, who were jealous of no other defign than the 
alteration of the government of the Church, thought 
they had obliged thofe rigid reformers from any fuch 
attempt, when they had once bound them&lves " to 
" maintain and defend the Proteftant religion exprefTed 
** in the doiftrinc of the Church of England ;'* there 
being no other fcheme of the dodrinc of the Church 
of England, than the thirty-nine Articles, of which 
one is, " to preferve the government of the Church 
« by Bifliops.*' • 

Whereas the other party was abundantly gratified 
with having an oath of their own making, to entangle 
the people, (fo like a covenant, by which fuch admi- 
rable things had been compailed by their neighbours), 
and upon which they could make what glofs they 
pleafed, when they had occaiion ; as they did within 
two days after: for the proteftation being taken on 
Monday the third of May, the Wednefday following 
fome of their own party took occaiion to inform the 
Houfe, ^* that it was apprehended by many well af- 
*^ fetfted perfons abroad, who were of notable and ex* 
^^ emplary devotions to the Parliament, that if they 
♦' fhould take that proteftation, they fhould thereby 
*' engage themfelves for the defence of Bifhops, which 
^' in their confcience they could not do ; and which 
<* they hoped the Houfe did not intend to oblige them 
^* to ;" whereupon, without any great oppofition (the 

Houfe 
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Houfe being thin; and they who were of another 
opinion, believing this artifice would, to all fober men, 
appear very ridiculous) this enfuing order was made. 
*' Whereas fome doubts have been raifed, by feve-'^?"?^*- 

' ^ nation of 

** ral perfons out of this Houfe, concerning the mean- the protcf. 

'*ing of thefe words contained in the proteftationanordcrof 

'* lately made by the members of this Houfe, [viz. of com-** 

♦* The true reformed Proteftant religion, exprefled in"*^°*- 

^* the dodtrine of the Church of England, againft all 

^^ popery and popifh innovations within this realm, 

*' contrary to the fame dodlrine], this Houfe doth de- 

^ clare, that by thofe words, was and is meant, only 

^^ the pubUc doflrine profelfed in the faid Church, fo 

** far as it is oppofite to popery and popifli innova- 

^ tions; and that the faid words are not to be extended 

*' to the maintaining of any form of worlhip, difci* 

" pline, or gov^ernment, nor of any rites, or ceremo- 

«* nies, of the faid Church of England." 

This explanation being thus procured in the Houfe 
of Commons, without ever adviling with the Houfe of 
Peers, (who had likewife taken the fame proteftation), 
and, in truth, fo contrary to the intentions of moft that 
took it ; they ordered, '^ that the proteftation, toge- 
'^ ther with this explanation, Ihould be printed an4 
*' publilhed ; and that the Knights and Burgeflcs 
*^ ihould fend copies thereof to the counties and bo- 
*^ roughs for which they ferved ; and that they ihould 
" intimate unto the people, with what willingnefs all 
^' the members of that Houfe made that proteftation; 
" and that they ihould further iignify, that as they 
** did juftify the taking it themfelves, fo they could 
" not but approve it in all fuch as ihould take it." 
Upon which declaration, the emillaries of their Clergy 
caufed the fan;e to be taken in liondon, and the parts 

ad- 
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adjacent, within very few days after the publifhing. 
A bill paff- And for their better encouragement (though their 
compcuii zeal would not attend fuch formalities) a bill was 
to ukc^it. prepared, pafled the Houfe of Commons, and was fent 
up to the Lords, " to compel all the fubjefts to take 
" that proteftation.*' What the fuccefs of that bill 
was, and what ufe was afterwards made of this pro- 
teftation, (which was then thought fo harmlefs a 
thing), and particularly, what influence it had upon 
the bufinefs of the Earl of StraflFbrd, Ihall be remem- 
bered in its proper place. 
The other The Other accident that fell out during the time 
that contri. that the bufinefs of the Earl of Strafford was agitated, 
waAsthc and by which he received much prejudice, was the 
t\\"d«'! was death of the Earl of Bedford. This Lord was the 
Sc&TrUf^S^^^^^^ perfon of interefl in all the popular party, 
Bedford, being of the befl eflate, and befl underflanding, of 
the whole number; and therefore moft like to govern 
the refl. He was befides of great civility, and of 
much more good-nature than any of the other. And 
therefore the King, refolving to do his bufinefs with 
that party by him, rcfolved to make him Lord High 
Treafurer of England, in the place of the Bifhop of 
London ; who was as willing to lay down the office, 
as any body was to take it up. And to gratify him 
the more, at his defire, intended to make Mr. Pym 
Chancellor of the Exchequer, as he had done Mr. 
Saint-John his Solicitor-General, (all which hath been 
touched before), as alfo, that Mr. HoUis was to be 
SecreUry of State, the Lord Say Mafler of the Wards, 
and the Lord Kimbolton to be Lord Privy-Seal after 
the death of his father, who then held that place. 
Others were to be placed about the Prince, and to 
have offices when they fell. 

The 
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The Earl of Bedford fecfetly undertook to his Ma- 
jefty, that the Earl of Strafford*s life fliould be pre- 
ferved ; and to procure his revenue to be fettled, as 
amply as any of his progenitors ; the which he in- 
tended fo really, that, to my knowledge, he had it in 
defign to endeavour to obtain an aft for the fetting 
up the excife in England, as the only natural means 
to advance the King's profit. He fell fick within a 
■ week after the bill of attainder was fent up to the 
Lords' Houfe ; and died ihortly after, much afHifted 
with the paflion and fury which he perceived his par- 
ty inclined to : infomuch as he declared, to fome of 
near truft to him, " that he feared the rage and mad- 
'* nefs of this Parliament would bring more prejudice 
*^ and mifchief to the kingdom, than it had ever fuf- 
'**tained by the long intermiflion of Parliaments." 
He was a wife man, and would have propofed and ad* 
vifed moderate courfes ; but was not incapable, for 
want of refolution, of being carried into violent ones, 
if his advice were not fubmitted to : and therefore 
many, who knew him well, thought his death not un- 
feafonable, as well to his fame, as his fortune ; and 
that it refcued him as well from fome poilible guilt, 
as from thofe vifible misfortunes, which men of all 
conditions have fince undergone. 

As foon as the Earl of Bedford was dead, the Lord 
Say (hoping to receive the reward of the Treafurer- 
Ihip) fucceeded him in his undertaking, and faithfully 
promifed the King, " that he fhould not be prefled in 
" the matter of the Earl of Strafford's life :" and under 
that promife got credit enough, to perfuade his Ma- 
jefty to whatfoever he faid was neceffary to that bufi« 
nefs. And thereupon, when the bill was depending 
with the Lords, and when there was litde fufpicion 

that 
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that it would pafs, though tlie Houfe of Commons 
every day by meiTages endeavoured to quicken them, 
he perfuaded the King " to go to the Houfe of Peers, 
" and, according to cuftom, to fend for the Houfe of 
*^ Commons, and then to declare himfelf, that he 
** could not, with the fafety of a good confciencc, 
•' ever give his confent to the bill that was there de- 
^< pending before them concerning the Earl of Straf- 
** ford, if it fhould be brought to him, becaufe he was 
'* not fatisfied in the point of treafon : but he was fo 
'* fully fatisfied that the Earl was unfit ever to ferve 
** him more, in any condition of employment, that he 
*• would join with them in any adl, to make him utter- 
** ly incapable of ever bearing oflice, or having any 
*• (Other employment in any of his Majefty's domi^ 
** nions j which he hoped would fatisfy them.'* 

This advice, upon the confidence of the giver, the 
King refolved to follow : but when his refolution was 
imparted to the Earl, he immediately fent his brother 
to him, befeeching his Majefty *' by no means to take 
** that way, for that he was moft affured it would 
" prove very pernicious to him ; and therefore defired, 
*' he might depend upon the honour and confcience 
*' of the Peers, without his Majefty's interpofition." 
The King told his brother, " that be had taken that 
^' refolution by the advice of his beft friends ; but 
^ fince he liked it not, he would decline it.*' The 
next morning the Lord Say came again to him, and 
finding his Majefty altered in his intention, told him, 
*' if he took that courfe he advifed him, he was fure 
*^ it would prevail ; but if he declined it, he could not 
^^promife'his Majefty what would be the iffue, and 
** fhould hold himfelf abfolutely difengaged from any 
^* undertaking.** The Kmg obferving his pofitivenefs, 

and 
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and conceiving his intentions to be very lincerc, fuf- 
fered himfelf to be guided by him ; and went itnmedi* 
ately to the Houfe, and faid as the other had advifed. 
Whether that Lord did in truth believe the difcovery 
of his Majefty*s confcience in that manner would pro* 
duce the efFeft he foretold ; or whether he advifed it 
treacheroufly, to bring on thofe inconveniences which 
afterwards happened ; I know not : but many, who 
believed his will to be much worfc than his under- 
ftanding, had the uncharitablenefs to think, that he 
intended to betray his Mafter, and to put the ruin of 
the Earl out of quellion. 

The event proved very fatal ; for the King no foon* 

j^^ er returned from the Houfe^ than the Houfe of Com-* 

oNpions, in great paiiion and fury, declared this laft a<ft 

^ of his Majefty's to be ** the moft unparalleled breach 

;^ *^ of privilege, that had ever happened ; that if his 

"^ ^^ Majefty might take notice what bills were pafling 

*^ in either Houfe, and declare his own opinion, it 

" was to forejudge their counfels, and they fhould not 

^^ be able to fupply the commonwealth with whole* 

*^ fome laws, fuitable to the difeafes it laboured under i 

*^ that this was the greatefl obftruiftion of juftice, that 

^ could be imagined ; that they, and whofoever had 

^^ taken the late proteftation, were bound to maintain . 

•^ the privileges of Parliament, which were now too 

^* grofsly invaded and violated :" with many fharp 

difcourfes to that purpofe. 

The next day great multitudes of people came Tumults 
down to Weftminfter, and crowded about the Houfe Houfe o* 
of Peers, exclaiihing with great outcries, " that they^^ 
" would have juflice ;" and publicly reading the names 
of thofe who had diiTented from that bill in the Houfe 
^f Commons, as enemies to their coimtry ; and as any 

Lord 
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Lord paffed by, called, Juftice Jujlice ! and with great 
' rudenefs and infolence, preffing upon, and thrufting, 
thofe Lords whom they fufpe6led not to favour that 
bill ; profeffing aloud, " that they would be governed 
*' and difpofed by the honourable Houfe of Com- 
** mons, and would defend their privileges according 
" to their late proteftation/* Thefe unheard-of aifts 
of infolence and fedition continued fo many days, till 
many Lords grew fo really apprehenfive of having 
their brains beaten out, that they abfented themfelves 
from the Houfe; and others, finding what feconds 
the Houfe of Commons was like to have to compafs 
The bill of whatever they defired, changed their minds; and fa 
pafliw the in an afternoon, when of the fourfcore who had beea 
ioril!^^ prefent at the trial, there were only fix and forty 
Lords in the Houfe, (the good people fl:ill crying at 
the doors for juftice), they put the bill to the queftion, 
and eleven Lords only diilenting, it paffed that Houfe, 
and was ready for the King's affent. 

The King continued as refolved as ever, not to give 

his confent. The fame oratory then attended him at 

Tumults Whitehall, which had prevailed at Weftminfter ; 

whitduoi. and a rabble of many thoufand people befieged that 

place, crying out, Juftice^ Juftice ; that they would have 

juftice ; not without great and infolent threats and ex- 

preflions, what they would do, if it were not fpeedily 

granted. The Privy-Council was called together, to 

adyife what courfe was to be taken to fupprefs thefe 

traitorous riots. Inftead of confidering how to refcue 

their Mafter's honour and his confcience from this in- 

Suncfi^" f^"^ous violence and conftraint, they prefs the King to 

andfomcofpafs the bill of attainder, faying, " there was no other 

the Bifhops* . . 

advife the *' way to prefcrvc himfelf and his pofterity, than by fo 
paft^thc " doing ; and therefore tliat he ought to be more ten- 
*^*"- « der 
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** der of the fafcty of the kingdom, than of any one 
•* perfon how innocent foever :'* not one Counfellor 
interpofing his opinion, to fupport his Mailer's mag- 
nanimity and innocence : they who were of that mind, 
either fuppreffing their thoughts through fear, upon 
the new dodlrine eftablilhed then by the new Coun- 
fellors, " that no man ought to prefume to advife any 
" thing in that place contrary to the fenfe of both 
" Houfes ;*' others fadly believing, the force and vio- 
lence offered to the King would be, before God and 
man, a juft excufe for whatfoever he Ihould do. 

His Majefty told them, ** that what had been pro- 
*^ pofed to him to do, was direAly contrary to his 
•* confcience, and that being fo, he was fure they 
•* would not perfuade him to it, though themfelves 
" were never fo well fatisfied." To that point, they 
defired him " to confer with his Biihops, who, they 
" made no queftion, would better inform his confci- 
" ence." The Archbilhop of York was at hand ; who, 
to his argument of confcience, told him, " that there 
^ was a private and a public confcience ; that his 
" public confcience as a King might not only difpenfe 
** with, but oblige him to do that which was againft 
^ his private confcience as a man : and that the quef- 
" tion was not, whether he Ihould fave the Earl of 
** Strafford, but, whether he Ihould perilh with him : 
*^ that the confcience of a king to preferve his 
" kingdom, the confcience of a hufband to preferve 
*^ his wife, the confcience of a father to preferve. his 
" children, (all which were now in danger), weighed 
" down abundantly all the confiderations the confci- 
" cnce of a mailer or a friend could fuggeft to him, 
** for the prefervation of a friend, or fervant." And . 
by fuch unprelatical, ignominious arguments, in. plain 

, terms 
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terms advifed him^ ^^ even for confcience fake^ to pais 
" that a<ft." 

Though this Biihop a<fted his part with more prodU 
gious boldnefs and impiety, others of the fame func* 
tion (for whofe learning and iincerity the King and 
the world had greater reverence) did not what might 
hare been expected from their calling. or their truft ; 
but at leaft forbore to fortify and confirm a confcience^ 
upon the courage and piety of which, the fecurity of 
their perfons and their order did abfolutely, under 
God, depend. 

During thefe perplexities, the Earl of Strafibrd, 
taking notice of the ilraits the King was in, the rage 
of the people (till increafing, (from whence he might 
cxpe A a certain outrage and ruin, how confiant foever 
the King continued to him ; and, it may be, knowing 
of an imdertaking (for fuch an undertaking there was) 
by a great perfon, who had then a command in the 
Tower, *^ that if the King refufed to pafs the bill, to 
*< free the kingdom from the hazard it feemed to be in, 
^' he would caufe his head to be Ibricken off in the 
TbcEariofw Tower,") writ a mofl pathetical letter to the King, 
himfeif full of acknowledgment of his favours ; but lively 
tiiTM^oeftyreprefenting'^ the dangers, which threatened himfeif 
^ p*^» 'f- €f and his pofterity, by the King's perfcvering in thofe 
** favours ;'' and therefore by many arguments con* 
juring him " no longer to defer his aflent to the bill, 
*' that fo his death might free the kingdom from the 
* •• many troubles it apprehended." 

The delivery of this letter being quickly known, 
new arguments were applied ; ^< that this free confenc 
'^ of his own clearly abfolved the King from any 
y fcruple that could remain with him ;" and fo in the 
end they extorted from him, to fign a commiffion to 

fome 
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fome Lords to pafe the bill : which was as valid as if Jh* K'ns 

, , " figns ft 

he had pafled it himfelf ; though they comforted him coramiffion 
even with that circumftance, " that his own hand was 105^ 
« not in it." 

It may eafily be faid, that the freedom of the Parlia- 
ment^ and his own negative voice, being thus bar- 
baroufly invaded, if his Majcfty had, inftead of paffing 
that ad, come to the Houfe and diflblved the Parlia- 
ment ; or if he had withdrawn himfelf from that fedi* 
tious city, and put himfelf in the head of his own 
army ; much of the mifchief, which hath fince hap- 
pened, would have been prevented. But who ever 
truly confiders the ftate of affairs at that time ; the 
prevalency of that faction in both Houfes ; the rage 
and fury of the people ; the ufe that was made by the 
fchifmatical preachers (by whom the orthodox were 
generally filenced) of the late proteftation in their 
pulpits ; the fears and jealoufies they had infufed into 
the minds of many fober men, upon the difcourfe of the 
late plot ; the conftitution of the Council -Table, that 
there was fcarce an honeft man durft fpeak his confci- 
ence to the King, for fear of his ruin; and that thofe, 
whom he thought moft true to him, betrayed him every 
hour, infomuch as his whifpers in his bed-chamber 
were inftantly conveyed to thofe againft whom thofc 
whifpers were ; fo that he had very few men to whom 
he could breathe his confcience and complaints, that 
were not fuborned againft him, or averfe to his opi- 
nions : that on the other fide, if fome expedient were 
not fpeedily found out, to allay that frantic rage and 
combination in the people, there was reafon enough to 
believe, their impious hands would be lifted up againft 
his own perfon, and (which he much more appre- 
hended) againft the perfon of his royal Confort : and 

VOL. X. D d • laftly. 
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laftly, that (befides the difficulty of getting thither) 
he had no ground to be very confident of his own 
army : I fay^ whoever fadly contemplates this, will 
find caufe to confefs, the part which the King had to 
adl was not only harder than any prince, but than 
any private gentleman, had been expofed to ; and that 
it is much eafier, upon the accidents and occurrences 
which have fince happened, to determine what was 
not to have been done, than at that time to have fore- 
feen, by what means to have freed himfelf from the 
labyrinth in which he was involved. 
The Earl AH things being thus tranfafted, to conclude the 
Ma^the ' fate of this great perfon, he was on the twelfth day of 
iath,i64i.jyj^y brought from the Tower of London (where he 
had been a prifoner near fix months) to the fcafFold 
on Tower-Hill ; where, with a compofed, undaunted 
courage, he told the people, " he \^2ls come thither to 
" fatisfy them with his head ; but that he much 
** feared, the reformation which was begun in blood 
" would not prove fo fortunate to the kingdom, as 
".they expedled, and be wiftied :** and after great ex- 
preffions " of his devotion to the Churcl^ of England, 
" and the Proteftant religion eftablilhed by law, and 
^' profeffed in that Church ; of his loyalty to the 
" King, and afFeAion to the peace and welfare of the 
** kingdom;" with marvellous tranquillity of mind, he 
delivered his head to the block, where it was fevered 
from his body at a blow : many of the ftanders by, 
who had not been over charitable to him in his life, 
being much afifedled with the courage and chrifiianity 
of his death. 

Thus fell the greateft fubjeft in power, and little 
inferior to any in fortune, that was at that time in any 
of the three kingdoms ; who could well remember the 

time. 
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time, when he led thofe people, who then purfued him 
to his grave. He was a man of great parts, and ex- 
traordinary endowments of nature; not unadorned 
with fomc addition of art and learning, though that 
again was more unproved and illuftrated by the other ; 
for he had a readinefs of conception, and Iharpnefs of 
cxpreflion, which made his learning thought more 
than in truth it was. His firft inclinations and ad- 
drefles to the Court were only to eftablilh his great- 
nefs in the country ; where he apprehended fome acfts 
of power from the Lord Savile, who had been his 
rival always there, and of late had ftrengthened him- 
felf by being made a Privy-Counfellor, and officer at 
Court : but his firft attempts ^ye^e fo profperous, that 
he contented not himfelf with being fecure from that 
Lord*s power in the country, but refted not, till he 
had bereaved his adverfary of all power and place in 
Court ; and fo fent him down, a moft abjeA, difcon- 
folate old man, to his country, where he was to have 
the fuperintendency over him too, by getting himfelf 
at that time made Lord Prefident of the North. 
Thefe fuccefles, applied to a nature too elate and 
haughty of itfelf, and a quicker progrefs into the 
greateft employments and truft, made him more 
tranfported with difdain of other men, and more 
contemning the forms of bufinefs, than happily he 
would have been, if he had met with fome interrup- 
tions in the beginning, and had pafTed in a more lei-* ^ 
furely gradation to the office of aStatefman. 

He was, no doubt, of great obfervation, and a pierc- 
ing judgment, both in things, and perfons ; but his 
too good Ikill in perfons made him judge the worfe of 
things :* for it was his misfortune to be in a time 
wherein very few wife men w^re equally employed 

p d » with 
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with him ; and fcarce any (but the Lord Coventry, 
whofe truft was more Confined) whofe faculties and 
abilities were equal to his : io that upon the matter 
he relied wholly upon himfclf ; and difcerning many 
defedls in moft men, he too much negledled what 
they faid or did. Of all his paffions, his pride wa$ 
moft predominant : which a moderate exercifc of ill 
fortune might have corredlcd and refonncd ; and 
which was by the hand of Heaven ftrangely punifhed, 
by bringing his deftruftion upon him by two things 
that he moft defpifed, the people and Sir Harry Vane. 
In a word, the epitaph, which Plutarch records that 
Sylla wrote for himfelf, may not be imfitly applied to 
him ; " that no man did ever exceed him, cither in 
^* doing good to his friends, or in doing mifchief to 
** his enemies ;" for his a6ls of both kinds were moft 
notorious. 
At the fame Together with that of attainder of the Earl of 
the bill of Strafford, another bill was pafTed by the King, of 
pSld'^thc ^Imoft as fatal a confequence both to the King and 
cfnUnuhTg kingdom, as that was to the Earl, '' the ad for the 
minf""*" ** Perpetual Parliament i** as it is lince called. 
The arts by The vaft charge of the two armies was no other 
Ta WM^" way fupplied, (for J have told you before the reafon 
why they were fo flow in granting of fubfidies), thaa 
by borrowing great fums of money from the city or 
citizens of London, upon the credit of particular per* 
ions. The emiflaries in that negotiation, about the 
time the a<ft of attainder paffed the Commona, re- 
turned, *^ that there was no more hope of borrowing 
" in the city ; that men had before cheerfully lent 
** their eftates, upon their confidence in the honour 
" and juftice of the two Houfes : but they Imd now 
** confidcred^ how defperatc that fecurity muft prove, 

"if 
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*' if the two Houfes (hoidd be diffolved;' Which 
conlidefation begun to have an univerfal influence 
up6n all thofe who were perfonally bound for monies 
already borrowed 1 " for that their perfons and for^ 
^^ tunes muflr anfwer thofe fums which had been paid 
** for the public benefit, if the Parliament Ihould be 
*' difTolved before aiiy aft pafled for their fecurity. 
<^ That their fears and apprehenfions that this might 
" happen were much advanced by the late difcovery 
*^ of the plot againft the Parliament j for though the 
*' particulars thereof were not yet publiflied, they dif- 
" cerned there was not that good n^aning to the Par- 
*^ liament, as it deferved." This was no fooner offeredi 
than the reafonablenefs of the objeftion was enforced ; 
and the neceflity of finding fome expedient <' to fatisfy 
^* the people of the gracious intention and refolutions 
" of the King;" which Were moft unqueftionable; (for 
in all thofe articles of time, when they were to demand 
fome unreafonable thing from him, they fpared no du- 
tiful mention of the piety and goodnefs of his own 
princely nature; or large promifes what demonflra-* 
tions of duty they would fhortly make to him.) No 
way could be thought of fo fure, as an adt of Parlia- 
ment, ^* that this Parliament Ihould not be adjourned, 
" prorogued, or diflblved, but by aA of Parliament 1 
" which, upon this occafion, his Majefty would never 
** deny to pafs.'* 

It is not credible, what an univerfal reception and 
concurrence this motion met with, (which was to re- 
move the land marks, and to defkroy the foundation of 
the kingdom,) infomuch, as a committee was immedi* 
ately appointed to withdraw, and to prepare a fliort 
bill to that purpofe ; which was within a Ihort time 
(lefs than an hour) brought into the Houfe, and im- 

D d 3 mediately 
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fnediately twice read^ and committed ; an expedition 
fcarce ever heard of before in Parliament ; and the 
next day, with as little agitation, and the contradic-* 
tion of very few voices, engrofled, and carried up to 
the Lords. With them it had fome debate, and amend-* 
ments, which were delivered at a conference* the prin- 
cipal whereof was, " that the time Ihould be limited^ 
^^ and not left indefinite, and that it ihould not be dif-« 
" folved within two years, except by confent of both 
" Houfes;" that time being fufficicnt to provide againft 
any accidents that were then apprehended, 

Thefe alterations were highly refented in the Houfe 
of Commons, as argument of jealoufy between the 
King and the Parliament, '^ that it ihould be imagin- 
" able the members of both Houfes, who reiided from 
" their houfes and conveniences at great charge for 
" the fervice of the public, would deiire to continue 
" longer together than the neceility of that fervice 
" ihould require ;" without confidering, that it was 
more unlikely that the King (who had condefcended 
fo far to them, and had yet in truth received no fruit 
from their meeting) would diiTolve them, as long as 
they intended that for which they were fummoned 
together, and contained themfelves within the bounds 
of duty and moderation. 

But the Commons ftoutly infifted on their own bill ; 
and the Lords, in that hurry of noife and confuiion^ 
when the meetings of the people were fo frequent, 
kindly confented likewife to it : and fo, by the im- 
portunity^ and upon the undertaking of perfons he 
then moft truiled, in the agony of the other difpatch, 
the King was induced to include that bill in the com- 
miifion with the aft of attainder, and they were both 
paflfed together. 

After 
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After the paffing thefe two bills, the temper and 
fpirit of the people, both within and without the walls 
of the two Houfes, grew marvellous calm and com- 
pofed ; there being likewife about that time paifed by 
the King, the two bills, for the taking away the Star- 
Chamber court, and the High Commiflion : fo that 
there was not a grievance or inconvenience, real or 
imaginary, to which there was not a through remedy 
applied ; and therefore all men expected, that both 
armies would be fpeedily difbanded ; and fuch returns 
of duty and acknowledgment be made to the King, 
as might be agreeable to their profeffions, and to the 
royal favours he had vouchfafed to his people. 

But what provifions foever were made for the pub- 
lic, particular perfons had received no fatisfadtion. 
The death of the Earl of Bedford, and the high pro- 
ceedings in all thofe cafes in which the King was moft 
concerned, left all thofe who expe6^ed offices and pre- 
ferments, defperate in their hopes: and yet an accident 
happened, that might have been looked upon as an 
eameft or inftance of fome encouragement that way. 

Belides the Lord Say*s being invefted in the mafter- 
fhip of the wards, in the place of the Lord Cottington, 
(who was every day threatened, upon the Secretary's 
paper of refults, to be accufed of high treafon, till, like 
a wife man, he retired from the offices which begot 
his trouble ; and for a long time after, till he again 
embarked himfelf in public employments, enjoyed 
himfelf without the leaft difturbance), at a committee 
in the Houfe of Lords, in the afternoon, in fome de- 
bate, paffion arofc between the Earl of Pembroke, 
who was then Lord Chamberlain of the Houfehold, 
and the Lord Mowbray, eldeft fon of the Earl of 
Arundel ; and from angry and difdainful words, an 
offer or attempt of blows was made ; for which mifde- 

D d 4 meanor. 
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meanor, they were the next day both fent to ^he 
The King TowcF by the Houfc of Lords. The King, taking ad- 
ftaffor Lord vantage of this mifcarriage ; and having been long in- 
lainTrom cenfcd by the paflionate, indifcreet, and infolent car- 
pimbrokc! "age of the Earl, fent to him, by a Gentleman Ulher, 

and gives it fQj. j^j^ ftaff; and within two or three days after be- 
to the Earl ^ . 

6f Effcx. flowed it upon the Earl of Effex; who, without any 
heiitation, took it. 

It was thought this extraordinary grace to the moft 
popular perfon of the kingdom would have a notable 
influence upon the whole party, which made him be- 
lieve it depended very much on him : but it was fo 
far from having that efFcft, as they looked upon that 
favour, rather as a mark of punilhment and revenge 
upon the Earl of Pembroke, for his ajffeftidn to them, 
and for giving his fufFrage againft the E^rl of Straf- 
ford, (which he had often profelTed to the King he 
could never in confcience do), than of efteem and 
kindnefs to the Earl of ElTex ; and fo they were in 
truth more offended and incenfed with the difgrace 
and difobligation to the one, than they were pleafed 
with the preferment of the other : therefore whatever 
Concerned the King in right ; or what he might natu* 
rally expeft from the compliance and affe6lion of the 
Houfe; or what was any way recommended by hifl 
Majefty to them, found little or no refpeft. 
The troth His revenue was fo far from being advanced, (as had 
of tonnage been glorioufly promifed), that it was, both in dignity 
and pouud-^^j value, much leflened from what it was : for fhort- 
ly after the beginning of the Parliament, great com- 
plaint had been made, " that tonnage and pound- 
age" (which is the duty and fubfidy paid by the 
merchant upon trade) *' had been taken by the King 
*^ without confent of Parliament ;" the cafe whereof 
in truth is this : this duty had been conftantly given 

to 
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to the fucceeding King, ever fince the reign of King 
Ekiward the Fourth, for his life, in the firft Parlia-i 
ment they held after their coming to the Crown i 
before that time, it had been granted for years j and 
was originally intended for the fupport of the navy, 
whereby the merchant might be freed from danger of 
pirates ; and upon the death of every King fince that 
time, his fucceflbr commonly received it, without the 
leaft interruption, till the next Parliament ; in the be- 
ginning whereof it was always without fcruple granted : 
fo that, though it was, and muil always be acknow- 
ledged as the free gift of the people, (as all other fub- 
iidies are), yet it was looked upon as fo efTential a 
part of the revenue of the Crown, that it could not 
be without it : and as the King is not lefs King be- 
fore his coronation than he is after, fo this duty had 
been ftill enjoyed as freely before, as it was after an 
a6t of Parliament to that purpofe ; neither had there 
been ever any exception taken in Parliament, (which 
fometimes was not in a year after the death of the for- 
mer King), that the Crown had continued the receipt 
of it ; which it did, till the time of a new grant. 

Thus, after the death of King James, his Majefty 
received it, till the firft Parliament was fummoned ; 
and, that and two more being unfortunately difiblved, 
(as was iaid before), in which his Minifters were not 
folicitous enough for the paffing that adl for tonnage 
and poundage^ continued the receipt of it till this pre^ 
fent Parliament : then (that is, many weeks after the 
beginning of it) it was diredled, ^^ that a bill fliould be 
*^ fpeedily prepared for the granting it, as had been 
^^ ufual, left the Crown might, by fo long enjoying, 
" in a manner prefcribe to it of right, without the do- 
^ nation of the people ;" which the King always dif- 

claimed 
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*' afFeAions of the army towards the Parliament, by 
** making them believe that they were negledted, and 
*' the Scots preferred much before them ; but to bring 
*^ up that army to London, with a purpofe to awe the 
" Parliament : that there was a refolution to feize the 
•^ Tower, and to make it a curb upon the city : that 
** there had been an attempt to prevail with the offi* 
" cers of the Scottilh army, at leaft to fit ftill as neu* 
•' ters, whilft the others aAed this tragedy : that the 
*' confederates in this defign had taken an oath, to 
" oppofe any courfe that Ihould be advifed for the 
" removing the Bilhops out of the Houfe of Peers i 
" to preferve and defend the King's prerogative, to the 
" utmoft extent that any of his progenitors had en- 
" joyed; and to fettle his Majefty's revenue: that 
•* they had reafon to fear his Majefty's own concur- 
" rence, at leaft his approbation, in this defign, 
** (which, if not prevented, muft have proved fo per- 
*' nicious and fatal to the kingdom), for that, befides 
** that the perfons principally engaged in it were of 
'* the neareft truft about the King and Queen, they 
^* had clear proof, that a paper had pafled his Majef- 
** ty's perufal, in which were contained many fliarp 
" invedlives againft the Parliament 5 a defire that they 
" might have the exercife of martial law, (the mention 
** whereof was the moft unpopular and odious thing 
«* that could be imagined), and an offer of fervice to 
** defend his Majefty's perfon, which was an implica- 
** tion as if it had been in danger : and that this paper 
•* Ihould have been figned by all the officers of the 
" army ; for their better encouragement wherein, the 
'* King himfelf had written a C. and an R. as a tefti- 
'* mony that he approved of it." 
This difcourfe, fo methodically and confidently 

averred, 



OF THE REBELLION, kt. 413 

averred, made a ftrange imprcffion (without referving 
themfclves till the evidence Ihould be produced) in 
the minds of moft men ; who believed, that fuch par* 
ticulars could never have been with that folemnity in,, 
formed, if the proofs were not very clear ; and ferved, 
not only to blaft whatfoever was moved on his Ma- 
jefty's behalf, but to difcountcnance what, till then, 
had been the moft popular motion that could be made, 
which was, the difbanding both armies, and the Scots 
return into their own country. For the better ac- 300,0001. 
complifhment whereof, and as a teftimony of their Scots for a 
brotherly afFedVions, the two Houfes had frankly andbcfid^hcif 
bountifully undertaken •« to give them a gratuity of Xw^^ 
" three hundred thoufand pounds, over and above the 
" twenty-five thoufand pounds the month, during the 
'^ time that their ftay her^ Ihould be neceffary." 

After that aft, the King might have been reafon- 
ably awaked from any extraordinary confidence in the 
loyalty, honour, or juftice, of both Houfes* And 
without doubt, when pofterity fliall recover the cou- 
rage, and confcience, and the old honour of the Eng- 
lifh nation, it will not with more indignation and 
bluihes contemplate any adlion of this feditious and 
rebellious age, than that the Nobility and Gentry of 
England, who were not guilty of the treafon, fhould 
recompenfe an invafion from a foreign nation, with 
whatever eftablilhments they propofed in their owa 
kingdom, and with a donative of three hundred thou- 
fand pounds, over and above all charges, out of the 
bowels of England ; which will yet appear the more 
prodigious, when it ihall be confidered, that not a, 
fifth part of thofe who were acceflaries to that infa- 
mous prodigality were either favourers of their ends^ 
or great well-wifhers to their nation. 

But 
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But very many gave themfelves leave, unfaithfully, 
to be abfent from thofc debates, when the wealth and 
honour of their country was to be tranfplanted into a 
flrange land ; others looked upon it as a good pur- 
chafe, to be freed of the payment of fourfcore thou- 
fand pounds the month, (which was the charge of 
both armies), by an entire fum of three hundred thou- 
fand pounds ; and fome pleafed themfelves with an 
affurance, that the fcandal and unreafonablenefs of 
the fum would provoke the people to a hatred and 
revenge, and fo that the brotherhood would not be 
fupported, but deftroyed, by that extravagant bounty : 
yet thefe were only Ihort ejaculations to pleafe them- 
felves for the time ; for many of thofe, who had no 
other reafon to confent to that vafl fum, but that they 
might be rid of them, were fo inflamed and tranfported 
with the tale of the plot, that they had then no mind 
to let them go ; and had fo far fwallowed and digefted an 
aflurance that it was true, that they referved no diftin- 
guifhing or judging faculties, for the time when the 
evidence and proof Ihould be prefented to them. 

After they had played with this plot, and given the 
Houfe heats and colds, by applying parts of it to them 
upon emergent occafions, for the fpace of near three 
months ; and finding, that though it did them many 
notable fervices, in advancing their own reputations, 
and calumniating the King's honour, yet, that it had 
not a through efFeft at Court for their preferment ; 
they refolved to fhew all theif^ware, and to produce 
the whole evidence : for the perfeAing whereof, they 
had " a late mark of God's great favour towards 
*' them, in his furnifhing them with evidence for the 
^ complete difcovery of the whole mifchief, from one 
" that was a principal contriver of it/' 

Wc 
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We faid before, that upon the firft motion in the 
Houfe of Commons, by Mr, Pym, "for a committee 
•* of examination, and for an addrefs to the King, that 
•^ he would grant no paffes to any of his fervants to go 
** beyond feas," fome perfons, of near relation to his 
truft, immediately abfented themfelves; which were 
Mr. Peircy, and Mr, Jermyn. Now the latter of thefe, 
without interruption, tranfported himfclf into France ; 
but Mr. Peircy, delaying his journey upon fome occa- 
iions of his own, and concealing himfelf in fome ob* 
fcure places in Suffex, near to his brother's houfe, was 
at laft difcovered ; and when he endeavoured to have, 
efcaped, was fet upon by the country people, and with 
great difficulty, and not without fome hurt, got from 
them, and was not in fome months again heard of. 

It was generally believed afterwards, that finding 
the fea^ports (hut, and watches fet for his apprehenfion 
in all thofe places, whereby the tranfporting himfelf 
into foreign parts was very difficult, he found means 
to return to London, and to put himfelf into his bro- 
ther's proteAion ; where it is thought he was har- 
'boured, till his hurt was cured ; the fkridnefs of the 
enquiry over; and till he had prepared that letter 
to his brother, the Earl of Northumberland, which 
ferved, as far as in him lay, to deftroy all his compa- 
nions, and furnifhed. the committee with that which 
they called " a double evidence :'* for they had no 
fooner received that letter from the Earl of Northum- 
berland, than they told the Houfe, *^ they were now 
'* ready for a complete difcovery ;" and thereupon pro* 
duced the evidence of Colonel Goring, and the letter 
from Mr. Peircy ; both which screed upon the rela- 
tion, " of a meeting at Mr. Peircy 's chamber ; and of 
" a difcourfe of the Parliament's negledl of the King's, 

« 4nd 
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** and favouring the Scottifh army ; the taking an 
^* oath of fecrecy ; and fome other particulars :" all 
which had been pofitively denied, by thofe of them 
that were members of the Houfe of Commons, Mr. 
Wilmot, Mr. Aihburnham, and Mr. Pollard, upon 
their examinations upon oath. 

It will hardly be believed hereafter, (but that the 
^fFedls of fuch impoftures have left fuch deep marks), 
that the evidence then given could, in fo grave and 
judging an afTembly, as a high court of Parliament, 
till then, had always been, have brought the leaA pre- 
judice upon the King; or, indeed, damage to any per- 
(on accufed : there being, in all the teftimonies pro- 
duced, fo little ihew of proof, of a real delign, or plot, 
to bring up the army (which was the chief matter al- 
leged) to awe the Parliament, that in truth it was very 
evident, there was no plot at all ; only a free commu- 
nication between perfons (the n^jor part whereof 
were of the Houfe) ^* of the ill arts that were gene- 
" rally ufed to corrupt the affections of the people ; 
'^ and of fome expedient, whereby, in that fo public 
<' infection, the army** (in which they had all conli- 
derable command, two of them being General Offi- 
cers) " might be preferved from being wrought upon 
f^ and corrupted:" in which difcourfe. Colonel Goring 
himfclf, as appeared by his Own examination^ only 
propofed wild and extravagant overtures, " of bring- 
f ^ ing up the army, and furprifing the Tower ; which 
" was, by all the reft, with manifeft diflike, rejedlcd : 
*^ that all this had pafted at one meeting, in which, 
** they who met were fo ill fatisfied in one another, 
" that they never would come . together again : that, 
■^ when the bringing up the army to London was once 
*' talked of before the King, his Majefty would not 

" hear 
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** hear of it, but only defired, that their afTeilidhs 
•* might be kept entire for his fervice, as far as was 
" coniiftent with the laws of the land, which were in 
** danger to be invaded." 

Yet, notwithftanding that all this appeared ; and 
that this was all that did appear, (belides a difcourfe 
of a petition ; for the petition itfelf they would not 
produce, iigned with C. R. which is before fet down 
in terms), the fpecious, pofitive narration of the whole 
by Mr, Pym, before the evidence was read ; the deny- 
ing what was now proved, and confeffed by thcmfelves, 
by Mr. Wilmot, Afhburnham^ and Pollard, upon the 
former examination ; the flight of Mr. Jermyn, and 
Mr. Peircy, and fome others ; the mention of fome 
claufes in the petition iigned with C. R. ; and fome 
envious, dark glances, both in Mr. Goring*s exami- 
nation, and Mr. Peircy's letter, at the King and Queen, 
as if they knew more than was exprefied, fo tranf- 
ported the hearers, (who made themfelvcs judges too), 
that, taking all that was faid, to be proved, they quick- 
ly voted, " that th^re was a defign to bring up the 
*• army to force the Parliament;" refolved to accufeMr. 
Jermyn and Mr. Peircy of high trealon ; committed 
the three members of the Houfe of Commons to feve- 
ral prifons, and put them from being members, that in 
their rooms they might bring in three more fit for 
their fervice, as they fhortly did ; gave Colonel Goring 
public thanks, •' for preferving the kingdom, and the 
" liberties of Parliament ;" and filled the people with 
jealoufy for their fecurity, and with univerfal acclama-» 
tions of their great wifdom and vigilancy. So that 
this plot fervcd to produce their firft proteftation ; 
to inflame the peoj^ againft the Earl of Strafford^ 

VOL. !• £ e and 
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and in a degree to compafs their ends upon that great 
perfon, as hath been before obferved ; to procure the 
bill for the continuance of this Parliament, the foun- 
dation, or the fountain, of all the public calamities^ to 
hinder aiid crofs all overtures made for the revenue of 
the King, and to leflen the general teverence and duty 
to both their Majefties ; to continue the Scottilh 
army within the kingdom, and confequently to hin- 
der the King's from being difbandcd -, to incenfe both 
Houfes againft the Bifliops, as if the dcfign had been 
principally for their prote<ftioh> (there being one wit- 
nefs wha faid, *^ he had been told, that the Glergy 
'* would raife and pay one thoufand horfe, to be em-^ 
** ployed againft the Parliament"), to blaft the reputa- 
tion of the Earl of Newcaftle, whofe zeal to his Ma- 
jefty's fervice was moft remarkable, as if he had been 
to have commanded the army ; and laftly, to advance 
their Own credit and eftimation with the people, as if 
they were the only patriots, that intended the pre-^ 
fervation of religion, law, and liberty* 

And having made this ufe of it, (which is a fuffi- 
cient argument what opinion they had of their own evi- 
dence), they never proceeded againft any of the per- 
fons who were in their power, though they patiently 
attended and importuned a trial above a year after 
their accufation : for they well knew, there muft be 
then a more exaft and ftriA weighing of the proofs ; 
and that the perfons acciifed would not only vindi- 
cate themfelves from the afperfions which were laid 
upon them^ but could recriminate upon the |)rincipal 
profecutors with fuch charges, as they would hot fo 
cafily be freed from ; and this was the reafon, that, 
even during the heat and noife of the acculation, 

they 
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they received very civil offices, Vifits, aiid addreffeS^ 
from the chief of thofe who were truftcd with the 
profecution. 

The fending that letter of Mr. Peircy's to the Hoiifc 
of Commoiis ; of rather, the procuring that letter to 
be writ, (in which fuch infinuations were made, to the 
prejudice of the King and Queen), was the firil viiible 
inftance of the defe<Stion of the Earl of l^orthumber-' 
land from his Majefty's fefvice ; which Wrought feve- 
ral ill efFeAs in the minds of mahy : for, as the Earl 
then had the mod efteemed and unblemif^ed reputa* 
tion, in court and country, of any perfon of his rank 
throughout the kingdom ; fo they who knew him , 
well, difcerned, that the greatnefs of that reputation 
was but an efFedt of the lingular grace and favour 
ihewed to him by his Majefty 5 who, immediately 
upon the death of his father, had taken this Earl (being 
then lefs than thirty years of age) into his immediate 
and eminent care; firft made him a Privy- Counfellor ; 
then Knight of the Order of the Garter ; then (that 
he might fit him by degrees for the greateft truft and 
employments), fent him Admiral into the narrow feas» 
of a royal nav^ ; and, after a fummer fpent in thlt 
exercife, made him Lord High Admiral of England ^ 
and, to the very minute of which we fpeak, profecut* 
ed him with all manner and demonftration of refpeft 
and kindnefs; and (as I heard his Majefty himfelf 
fay) "courted him as his miftrefs, and converfed 
•* with him as his friend, without the leaft interrupt 
^* tion. or intermiiiion of any pollible favour and kind- 
*^ nefs." And therefore many, who obferved this 
great Earl purchafe this opportunity of difTerving the 
King, at the price of his brother^s honour, and of his 
own gratitude, concluded, that he had fome notable 
jtc 2 temptation 
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temptation in confcience^ and that the Court was 
much worfe than it was believed to be. 

The truth is, tloat after his brother's being accufed 
of high treafon ; and then^ upon his hurt in Suilex, 
coming diredlly to Northumberland-houfe to fhelter 
himfelf ; the Earl being in great trouble how to fend 
him away beyond the feas after his wound was cured, 
advifed with a confident friend then in power, whole 
affedlion to him he doubted not^ and who> inaocentlj 
enough, brought Mr. Pym into the council, who 
over-witted them both, by frankly confenting, " that 
** Mr. Peircy fhould efcape into France," which was 
all the care the Earl had; but then obliged him^ 
^' firft to draw fuch a letter from him, as might by 
" the party be applied as an evidence of the reality of 
*^ the plot, after he was efcaped ;" and in this manner 
the letter was procured : which made a lafting quarrel 
between the two brothers ; and made the Earl more 
at the difpofal of thofe perfons whom he had trufted 
fo far, than he had been before. 

After the z6k for the continuance of the Parlia- 
ment, the Houfe of Commons took much more upon 
them, in point of their privileges, than they had done ; 
and more undervalued the concurrence of the Peers ; 
though tliat a6t neither added any thing to, nor ex- 
tended their jurifdi6lion : which jurifdidlion the wif« 
dom of former times kept from bding limited or de- 
fined, there being then no danger of excefs ; and it 
b^ing much more agreeable to the nature of the fu- 
preme court to have an unlimited jurifdiAion. But 
now that they could not ht diifolved without their 
own confent, (the af^rehenfion and fear whereof had 
always before kept them within fome bounds of mo- 
defly), they called any power they pleafed to aiTume 

to 
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to themfelves, **a branch of their privilege ;" and any 
oppofing or queftioning that ppwer, " a breach of 
" their privileges : which all men were bound to de- 
*^ fend by their late proteftation ; and they were the 
" only proper judges of their own privileges." 

Hereupon, they called whom they plcafed Delin- 
quents ; received complaints of all kinds, and com- 
mitted to prifon whom they pleafed : which had been 
never done, nor attempted, before this Parliament ; 
except in fome fuch apparent breach, as the arrefting 
a privileged perfon, or the like : and, as if theirs had 
fwallowed up all other privileges, of Peers, and the 
King himfelf, upon the Lords rejeAing a Bill lent up 
to them, " to compel all perfons" (without diftinftion 
of quality, and without diftinftion of punifhment 
or proceeding, upon their rcfufal) *^ to take the late 
" proteftation ;" and two Lords of great credit (the 
Earl of Southampton, and the Lord Roberts) having 
refufed to take the fame ; the Houfe of Commons, in 
great fury, and with many expreifions of contempt, 
by a vote declared, " that the proteftation made by 
*• them was fit to be taken by every perfon, that was 
^* well affedled in religion, and to the good of the 
•^ commonwealth ; and therefore, that what perfon 
^' foever fhould not take the proteftation, was unfit to 
** bear office in the church or commonwealth ;" and 
directed farther, " that that vote Ihould be printed, 
" and that the Knights and Bargeffes Ihould fend 
** down copies of it to the fcveral places for which 
*^ they ferved :'* which was the moft unparalleled 
breach of privilege, and the higheft and moft infolerit 
affront to the Lords, to the King, and to the juftice 
of the kingdom, and the moft deftruAive to parlia- 
ments, that any age had been guilty of. And yet, 

E e 3 when 
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when fomc of the Peers nobly refented it, on the be- 
half of the peerage, and the liberty of the fubjed, and 
prefled refolutely for reparation, means was found out 
to engage the King to interpofe his royal mediation 
with thofe Lords, to the end they might quietly pafs 
by that public violation and indignity, without fur- 
ther inlifting on it. 

All this time the two armies were continued at a 
vaft charge, many, men whifpering (but fo that it 
might be fpoken of) " that the Scots would not retire 
^* till the bill againft Epifcopacy was paffed :" where- 
upon the King fent them word, about the beginning 
of July, " that he defired all fpeed might be ufed for 
*^ the difbanding both armies ; for the better and 
** more orderly doing whereof, he had conftitutcd the 
*^ Earl of Holland General of his army," (the Earl of 
Northumberland, by reafon of his indifpofition in 
health, or fome other reafon, having laid down his 
commiffion), ^^ and intended forthwith to fend him 
^^ down thither : that his Maj^fty himfelf, according 
^^ to a former refolution, and promife made to his fub- 
^'jefts of Scotland, meant to vifit that his native 
^^ kingdom, for the better perfefting the peace there ; 
5* and appointed the day (about fourteen days after) 
** he refolved to begin his progrefs ; and therefore 
^' wifhed them, againft tha,t time, to prepare and finiih 
*^ any fuch ads, as they defired might receive his 
•* Majefty's approbation, for the good of the king- 
^^ dom, if there yet remained any thing to be aiked of 
^^ him." Notwithftanding which mefiage, they fpent 
moft of their time upon the bill for extirpation of 
Bifhops, Deans, and Chapters ; without either finifh- 
ing the aft of pacification between the two nations, or 
giving order for the disbanding the army. 

It 
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It was wondered at by many, and Aire was a great 
misfortune to the King, that he chofe not rather at 
that time (though the bufinefs was only to dilband) 
to conftitute the Earl of Effex General of his army, 
than the Earl of Holland ; for (befides that it would 
have been an adl of much more grace and fatisfaAioa 
to the people, and to the foldiery) his Majefty having 
lately given him fo great an earneft of his truft, as the 
making him Chamberlain of his houfe, he ought in 
policy to have purfued that work, by any feafonable 
accumulation of favour, till he had made him his per- 
fe<Sl creature ; which had been very eafy, if fkilfuUy 
attempted : for his pride and ambition, which were 
not accompanied with any habit of ill nature, were 
very capable of obligations ; and he had a faithfulncfs 
and conftattcy in his nature, which had kept him al- 
ways religious in matter of truft s then, he was almoft 
a declared enemy to the Scottifli nation, ^and would 
have been very punAual in all formalities and decen- 
cies, which had any relation to his Matter's honour, or 
the hopoup of the nation. In a word, he might have 
been impofed upon in his underftanding, but could 
not have been corrupted by hopes or fears of what the 
two Houfes could have done to him ; and was then 
more the idol of the people, than in truth the idolater 
of them. 

Whereas, by making the Earl of Holland General, 
his Majefty much difobliged the other, who expefted 
it, and to whom it had been in a manner offered ; and 
made him apprehend fdme diftruft in the King to- 
wards him ; and that his former favour in his office 
had been conferred on him, rather becaufe no man 
clfe had been able to bear the envy of difplacing the 
Earl of Pembroke, than that his own merit and fervice 

s e 4 was 
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was valned. Befides, the Earl of Holland, upon whom 
he conferred that honour, had formerly diiappointed 
him, and often incurred his difpleafure^ and wore 
fome marks of it ; and was of no other intereft or re- 
putation with the party which could do mifchief, than 
as a perfon obnoxious to them, in the mifexecuting 
his great and terrible office of Chief Juilice in Eyre, 
by which he had vexed and dpprefled moft counties 
in England, and the moft conilderable perfons in thofe 
counties; and in other particulars; that they knew 
he durft not offend them, and would purchafe their 
prote6tion and good opinion at any price : as it fell 
outj for within few days after the King was gone 
through that army, in his way to Scotland, the Earl 
wrote a letter, which was communicated to both 
Houfes, in which he myftically expreffed " fome new 
" defign to have been fet on foot for corrupting the 
** army j" for which there was never after the leaft 
colour given; but ferved then to heighten the old 
jealouHes, and to befpeak a mifunderftanding for 
whatfoever fhould be propofed on his Majefty's be- 
half during his abfence. 

Men now believed, that they would be very for- 
ward in difmiffing the Scottifh army, and difbanding 
the other, which coft the kingdom fo vaft a fum of 
money every month ; and they had already voted a 
brotherly affiflance to the Scots of three hundred 
thoufand pounds, for the fervice they had performed; 
and an aiSl was already prepared for the railing the 
fum : but they had yet no mind to part with their 
beloved brethren. 

The CommiiRoners who treated with the Scots had 
agreed, *'^ that the King fliould be prefent in his Par- 
^^ liament in Edinburgh, by fuch a day in July, to 

"pafs 
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^* pafs the ad for pacification between the two kintg- 
'^ doms, and fuch other a<fts as his Parliament there ' 
^* ihould propofe to him ;^' and his Majefly prepared 
to begin his progrefs, foon enough to be in Scotland 
by the time ; and they refolved on all fides, " that 
^^ the one army fhould be drawn out of the kingdom, 
^' and the other totally difbanded, before the King 
** ihould arrive in the northern parts, for many rea- 
^* fons." As they had loft all confidence in the af- 
^dions of the Englifii army, fo there- were many 
jealoufies arifen among the Scots, both in their army, 
and amoogft their greateft counfellors : notwithftand- 
ing all which, inftead of making hafte to the difband- 
ing, they publifhed much jealoufy and difiatisfadlion 
to remain with them of the Court ; ** there were fome 
•* evil counfellors ftiU about the King, who obftruift- 
^^ ed many gracious afts, which would otherwife flow 
^^ from his goodnefs and bounty towards his people ; 
^^ and made ill impreflions in him of the Parliament 
^^ itfelf, and its proceedings." 

Their defign was to remove the Duke of Richmond 
from the King, both becaufe they had a mind to have 
his office of Warden of the Cinque-Ports from him, 
that it might be conferred on the Earl of Warwick ; 
and as he was almoft the only man of great quality 
and confideration about the King, who did not in the 
leaft degree ftoop, or make court to them, but crofiTed 
them boldly in the Houfe ; and all other ways pur- 
fued his Matter's fervice with his utmoft vigour and 
intentnefs of mind : they could not charge him with 
any thing like a crime, and therefore only intended 
by fome vote to brand him, and make him odious; 
by which they prefumed, they fhould at laft make 
him willing to ranfom himfelf by quitting that office : 

for 
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for which there was fome underhand treaty, by per-t 
fons who were folicitous to prevent farther inconve- 
niences i and, as they found any thing like to fucceed 
in that, they flackened or advanceci their difcourfe of 
evil counfellors^ 

One day they were very warm upon the argument^ 
and had a purpofe to have named him direftly, which 
they had hitherto forborne to do, when Mr. Hyde 
flood up, and faid, ^' He did really believe that there 
^^ yet remained fome evil counfellors, who did much 
^' harm about the King ; and that it would be much 
*^ better to name them, than to amufe the Houfe fa 
^' often with the general mention of them, as if wc 
^^ were afraid to name them :" he propofed, *^ that there 
^' might be a day appointed, on which, upon due 
** refleftions upon thofe who had been moll notorious 
" in doing mifchief to the public, we might moft 
^^ probably find, who they were who trod flill in the 
^* fame paths, and might name them accordingly ; 
** and that for his part, if a day were appointed for 
^* that difcovery, he would be ready to name one, 
♦* who, by all the marks we could judge by, and by 
^* his former courfe of life, might very ireafonably be 
^* believed to be an evil coimfellor,** 

They were exceedingly apprehenlive that he meant 
the Marquis of Hamilton, (who, for the reafons afore- 
faid, was very dear to them), and thenceforward, 
though they deHfled not from profecuting the Duke, 
till at laft they had compelled him to quit the Cinque- 
Ports to the Earl of Warwick, they no more urged 
the difcovery of evil coimfellors. And all the fami- 
liar friends of Mr. Hyde were importuned to move 
him, " not to endeavour to do any prejudice to the 
<^ Marijuis of Hamilton i" and even the King himfelf 

was 
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was prevailed with to fend to him to that purpofe i fo 
induftrious was that people to preferve thofe whom 
for private ends they delired to preferve, as well as to 
deftroy thofe who they delirj^d fhould be deftroyed. 

When every body expefted that nothing ihould be sir Edwar4 
mentioned in the Houfe but the difpatch of the treaty buiforcx- 
of the pacification, by the Commiffioners of both g^TJ^J"^ 
fides; which was the only obfl:ru(ftion to the difcharge «*»^^^ *y 
of the armies, and which could be done in two days, of Com- 
if they purfued it; they called in a morning *^ forTOmmitted, 
•^ the biir* (that had fo long before been brought in 
by Sir Edward Deering) •f for the extirpation of Epi- 
** fcopacy," and gave it a fecond reading ; and re- 
folved, ** that it fhould be committed to a committee 
*^ of the whole Houfe, and that it fhould be proceed- 
'^ ed upon the next morning." It was a very long 
debate the next morning, after the Speaker had left 
the chair, who fhould be in the chair for the com* 
mittee ; they who wifhed well to the bill having re-f 
folved *^ to put Mr. Hyde into the chair, that he 
" might not give them trouble by frequent fpeaking, 
** and fo too much obfVrudl the expediting the bill ;" 
they who were againfl the bill preflTed and called 
loud to Mr. Crew to be in the chair : but in conclu- 
fion, Mr. Hyde was commanded to the chair ; they 
who were enemies to the bill being divided in opinion, 
many believing, that he would obflruft the bill more 
in that place, than if he remained at liberty; and they 
found it to be true. 

The firfl day the committee fate full feven hours, 
and determined, " that every day, as foon as the 
** Houfe was refumed, the chairman fhould report the 
^* feveral votes of that day to the Houfe, which 
** fhould determine them before it rpfe ;" which was 

without 



4£S THE HISTORY Book IfT. 

without any precedent, and very prejudicial to the 
grave tranfadlion of the buHnefs : for, befides that it 
was a prejudging the Houfe in its judgment, wha^ 
upon report of the committee, fhould have regard to 
the whole bill in the amendments tnade by them^ 
which they were precluded from, by having confirm- 
ed the feveral days' votes ; it was fo late every day 
before the Houfe was refumed, (the Speaker com- 
monly leaving the chair about nine of the clock, and 
never refuming it till four in the afternoon), that it 
was very thin; they only, who profccuted the bill 
with impatience, remaining in the Houfe, and the 
others, who abhorred it, growing weary of fo tirefome 
an attendance, left the Houfe at dinner-time, and af- 
terwards followed their pleafures : fo that the Lord 
Falkland was wont to fay, " that they who hated 
^* bifliops, hated them worfe than the devil ; and that 
" they who loved them, did not love them fo well as 
>* their dinner." 

However, the chairman gave fome ftop to their 
hafte i for, befides that at the end of his report every 
day to the Houfe, before the Houfe put the queftion 
for the concurrence in the votes, he always enlarged 
himfelf againft every one of them, and fo fpent them 
much time ; when they were in the heat and paifion 
of the debate, they oftentimes were entangled in their 
quefi:ions ; fp that when he reported to the Houfe the 
work of the day, he did frequently report two or 
three votes direftly Contrary to each other, which, in 
the heat of their debate, they had unawares ru(i into. 
And after near twenty days fpent in that manner, they 
found themfelves very little advanced towards a con- 
clufion, and that they muft review all that they had 
done ; and the King being reiblved.to begin his jour- 
ney 
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ney for Scodand, they were forced to difcontinu^T^f ^J" 

, , . laid wide* 

their beloved bill, and let it reft ; Sir Arthur Haile* 
rig declaring in the Houfe, " that he would never 
*' hereafter put an enemy into the chair :'' nor had 
they ever after the courage to refume the conHdera- 
tion of the bill, till after the war was entered into. 

The time being come, within two or three days, 
(according to his former declaration), for the King'^ 
journey into Scotland, the Houfe of Commons thought 
it time to lay afide their difputes upon the Church, 
which every day grew more involved, and to intend 
the perfeAing the aft of pacification, and the order 
for difbanding ; both which were thought neceffary 
to be difpatched, before his Majefty Ihould begin his 
progrefs ; and might have been long fince done. On 
a fudden, the Houfe of Commons grew into a per-^ 
plexed debate, concerning the King's journey into 
Scotland, (which had been long before known, and 
folemnly promifed by his Majefty to the Commif- 
fioners of Scotland ; where preparation was made for 
his reception, and the Parliament fummoned there 
accordingly), and expreffed many dark and doubtful 
apprehenfions of his fafety ; not without fome glances, 
" that if his Majefty were once with his army, he 
^^ might poffibly enter upon new counfels, before he 
*' confented to dift>and it;" and in the end concluded, 
*^ to defire the Lords to join with them in a requeft 
•* to the King, to defer his journey into Scotland, till 
^' the aft of pacification was pafied, the armies dif- 
^ banded, and till fuch other afts were prepared, as 
" ihould be thought neceffary for the good of the 
^^ kingdom ;'* without mentioning any time, ^ainft 
which thofe things ihould be ready : which, though it 
was ^n unreafonable requeft, yet, n^oft men having no 

mind 
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mind the King fhould go into Scotland, it was con- 
fented to by both Houfes ; and thereupon an addrefa 
was made to his Majefty to that purpofe : who re- 
turhed his anfwer, " that he was forry, the Houfes> 
"having had fo long notice of his intentions for that 
*^ journey, (which could not but appear very reafona* 
" ble to them), had negleAed to prepare all fucli 
" thingSj as were neceffary to be difpatched by him 
" before he went ; that, though his prefence in Scot- 
" land was depended upon by fuch a day^ and the dif- 
^^ appointment might beget fome prejudice to him, 
** yet, he was content to fatisfy their defires fo far, as 
^^ to defer his journey for fourteen days) within which 
" time they might make all things ready that were of 
" importance, and beyond which time it would not be 
" poffible for him to make any ftay." 

This time being gotten, they proceeded but flowly 
in the direftions for difbanding, (though the Earl of 
Holland was gone down to the army), or in the a A of 
the pacification ; but continued their mention " of 
" fears and jealoufies of the peace of the kingdom ; 
" of an invafion from foreign parts ; and an infurrec- 
** tion of the Papifts in England : againftall which^ they 
" faid, there was not yet fufficient provifion, by the 
" laws and conftitution of the kingdom." And there- 
sir Arthur fore One day, Sir Arthur Haflerig (who, as was faid 
prcte! a before, was ufed by that party, like the dove out of 
tiingThc^" ^^^ *^^» ^^ ^^ w^^^ footing there was) preferred a 
iniUiia. bill a for the fettling the militia of the kingdom, both 
" by fea and land, in fuch perfons as they Ihould no- 
*^ minate ;" with all thofe powers and jurifdi6tions, 
which have been lince granted to the Earl of Eflex, 
or Sir Thomas Fairfax, by land, or to the Earl of 
Warwick, by fea. There were in the bill no names, 

but 
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but blanks to rfeceive therti, when the matter fhould 
be paffed ; though men were aflured, that the Earl of 
'Efkx. was their confident by land, and the Earl of 
Northumberland by fea : and yet the inclination to 
the Earl of Warwick would have begot fome diftur- 
bance, if the matter had come then to be prefled^ 

When the title of this bill was read, it gave fo gc^-^sahU?" 

neral an offence to the Houfe, that it feemed inclined Jo^nfo. 

to throw it out^ without fuffering it to be read 5 not 

without fdme reproach to the perfon that brought it 

in, " as a matter of fedition ;" till Mr. Saint-John, 

the King's Solicitor, rofe up, and fpoke to it, and 

(having, in truth, himfelf drawn the bill) faid, '^ he 

^* thought that paflion and dillike very unfeafonable, 

** before the bill was read ; that it was the higheft 

*^ privilege of every member, that he might propofe 

** any law, or make any motion, which, in his con- 

** fcience, he thought advantageous for the kingdom^ 

*^ or the place for which he ferv:ed. As for the mat- 

^' ter, which by the title that bill feemed to compre- 

*' hend> he was of ppinion, that fomewhat was necef- 

*^ lary to be done in it j for he was fure, that fuch 

*' power, as might be heceffary for the fecurity of the 

** kihgdom^ over the militia, was not yet by law vefted 

" in any perfon ; or in the Crown itfelf : that they had 

*^ lately by their votes blafted and condemned the 

" power 6f Lords Lieutenants, and their Deputies, 

'^ which had been long exercifed, and fubmitted to by 

•* the people ; that, fince that was determined, it wa$ 

•' neceffary to fubftitute fuch in their room, as might 

♦* be able to fupprefs any infurre<Slion, or refift any 

" invafion : and therefore, that it was fit to hear the 

*' bill read ; and if any fitting expedient was propofed 

" in it to that purpofe, to embrace it 5 ptherwife, to 

" think 
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" think of a better. For the nomination of perfons, 
^* it would not be feafonable to fpeak of it, till the 
" power and jurifdiAion were firft fettled and con^ 
'* ftituted ; and then, if it feemed top great for any 
*^ fubjecft, it might be devolved upon the Crown ; 
** which yet was not fufficiently poffeffed of a legal 
" power to the purpofes aforefaid.'* 
The bill Upon this difcourfe, by a perfon of the King's 
and no fworn Couucil, thc bill was read ; but with fo univcr- 
fal a diflike, that it was never called upon the fecond 
time, but flept, till long after the matter of it wa$ di- 
gefted in ordinances. 

The peremptory day again drawing very near, for 
the King's journey into Scotland, and very little done 
towards the public, fince the time they had prevailed 
with his Majefty to fufpend it, on a Saturday in the 
afternoon (the progrefs being to begin on Monday) 
they again fell into violent paiiion againft the King's 
going into Scotland : the which they thought of fo 
great importance to be hindered, that they refolved 
(and prevailed with the Lords to do thc like) to fit 
the next day, being Sunday ; which had fcarce ever 
before been known, fince the firft inftitution of Par- 
liaments ; and which they thought fit to excufe by a 
Ihort declaration^ that the people might not be there- 
by encouraged to profane the Sabbath. 

When they found the King conftant to his former 
refolution, and that all they could allege could pre- 
vail no farther with him, than, whereas he intended 
to go on Monday after dinner, to ftay till Tuefitky 
morning, they very earneftly propofed^ " that he 
" would leave a commiifion with fome perfons, to 
^^ pafs fuch a6ls as fiiould be prepared and pafs both 
'^ Houfes in his abfence ; and to make a Cujhs Regni^ 

"to 
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•* to fupply the place of Govcrament till his return :" 
with many other extravagancies, which themfelves 
underftood not. But when they found that no fuch 
commiflion could be legally granted, to confent to 
any a<fts that were not confented to by both Houfes 
at the date of the commiflion ; and that both the 
perfon and the power of a Cuftos Regm would be duly 
weighed, and would take up much conlideration, if 
the King were willing to latisfy them ; they were con- 
tented with a commiflion to the Earl of Eflex, of 
Lieutenant-General on that fide Trent: which his 
Majefty having granted ; and confirmed the a<% of The aa or 
pacification between the two kingdoms, (which in b^S^,ig^^*^ 
great haflie was tranfadled in both Houfes, as if it had^'*^^ 
been only matter of form), he took his journey from**»i°^«y 
London towards Scotland toward the middle of Au- scoUukL 
guft, leaving both Houfes fitting at Weftminfl:er. 

The unexpeded pafidon and importunity to hinder 
his Majefty*s journey into Scotland was not well un- 
derftood ; and the lefs, for that the governing party 
was divided upon it : fome of them, with trouble 
equal to what they had at any time exprefiied, infift- 
ing upon his not going ; others alleging, '^ that his 
'^ Majefty was fo far engaged in it, that he could not 
" in honour recede from it :" whilft the Scottiflr 
Commifidoners, who were often appealed and referred ; 
to in the debate, anfwered fo myflerioufiy, as argued 
rather a conveniency, and expe<5lation of the journey 
itfelf, than any necefliity in point of time. Neither 
was the ground of his Majefiy's fo pofitive and unal- 
terable refolution of going thither, fuflficiently clear 
to fbmders by ; who thought he might have tranfadl- 
ed the bufinefs of that kingdom (where he could not 
reafonably expedt any great reverence to his perfon) 
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better at a diftance ; and that his prefence might be 
more neceflary in this. 

But, as his Majcfty's impatiency to fee both ar- 
mies difbanded, and this kingdom freed from the in- 
vafion, (both which he heartily defired), and his defire 
to refreih himfelf, from the vexation which the two 
Houfes, or one of them, or fome in one of them, 
daily gave him ; hurried him to that expedition, 
without well weighing and preparing how to comport 
himfelf through it: fo, no doubt, that oppofition, and 
inftance againft it (befides the continued, defire they 
had to remove the King from any fixed refolution) 
was defigned partly, to procure an excufe for the hafiy 
paffing the bill of pacification ; which they had pur- 
pofely retarded (forefeeing there were many particu- 
lars in it, that, if weighed, would never have been 
confented to) till they might be fo ftraitened in time, 
that whofoever obje<Sted againft what was offered, 
might feem to hinder the dilbanding, and to ne- 
ceffitate the King's longer ftay : but principally they 
hoped, that his Majefty, rather than defer his jour- 
ney, on which he was refolved, would confent to any 
unreafonable qualifying fuch perfons whom they 
fhould name, with power in his abfence ; and more- 
over . probably there was fome real jealoufy of the 
Scots at that time, and between the Scottiih commif- 
fioners themfelves, (as was conceived by fome), by 
reafon of great addrefles made to the King by the Earl 
of Rothes, the principal and governing perfon of that 
nation, and fome infinuation of favour from his Ma- 
jefty to him ; fo that they did in earneft defire to 
put off that journey, for fear of difturbance there. 

The truth is, the King was well fatisfied with the 
promifes made to him by that Earl i who defired to 

live 
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live in this Court, and was to have been Ihortly made 
Gentleman of the Bedchamber, and was in hope to 
marry a great and wealthy lady : and it is certain, the 
King expefted, by his help and intereft, to have found 
fuch a party in Scotland, as would have been more 
tender of his honour than they after exprefled them- 
felves i and did always impute the failing thereof to 
the abfence of that Earl, who being fick at the King's 
going from London, within fix weeks after died. But 
others believed, he had been fo far guilty of what had 
been done amifs, that he would neither have been 
able nor willing to preferve the foundation of that 
power, which might hardly have forgotten by what 
means it had been opprefTed. / 

I muft not omit here, the difbanding another army. The inth 
about the fame time ; the circumftances whereof were Sanded*' 
very remarkable, and the caufe of much trouble that ^^^ **• 
cnfued. The King perceiving that he was not now 
like to have any ufe of the new army in Ireland ; at 
leaft not that ufe for which it was railed, (which was, 
to have vifited Scotland), and finding often mention, 
envioully and malicioufly, made of that army in the 
Houfe of Commons; and having from thence (by the 
advice of the Committee for Ireland) received fome 
addreiTes for that purpofe ; refolved to difband them; 
and, to that end, fignified his pleafure to the Lords 
Juftices of Ireland, and to the Earl of Ormond, his 
Lieutenant-General of that army; directing withal 
(according to the laft advice he had received from 
the Earl of Strafford) ^' that any officers of the army 
** fhould have free leave to tranfport what men they 
*< could get of that army, for the fervice of any prince 
*' in amity with this Crown :" and fhortly after, upon 
the earneft defire of Don Alonfo de Cardenas, ambaf- 
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fador from the King of Spain, his Majcfty confcnted, 
that four thoufand foldiers of that army fliould be 
tranfported for the fervice of that King into Flanders; 
at the fame time permitting as many as defired the 
fame, to be tranfported for the fervice of the French 
King. This was no fooner known^ but the Houfe of 
Commons interpofed, with their accuftomed confi- 
dence and diftemper, •^ to befeech his Majefly to re- 
" voke that licence :" and, by impertinent and flight 
reafons, boldly urged and infilled on, as they did in 
every thing elfe, prevailed with the King " to inhibit 
" the tranfporting any of thofe foldiers out of that 
'* kingdom, for the fervice of any prince whatfoever." 
Many were of opinion that this activity in a bufi* 
nefs of which they had not the leaft connufance, pro- 
ceeded from the iniligation of the ambaflador of the 
French King; who was very converfant with the 
principal perfons of that fadlion, and no doubt fo- 
mented thofe humours out of which the public cala- 
mities were bred ; and fome faid boldly, and one or 
two have fince affirmed it> as upon their knowledge, 
" that Mr. Pym received five thoufand pound from 
** that French minifter, to hinder that fupply to 
- " Spain." Others believed, that it proceeded only 
from that proud and petulant fpirit which polfefTed 
them, to leffen the reputation of the King ; and to let 
the King of Spain and all other Princes fee the power 
they had, to oppofe and crofs his refolutions in the 
moft pure adls of fovereignty. But I believe, though 
there might be a mixture of both the other reafons, 
the principal motive that induced them to that inter- 
pofition, was the advice and defire of the Committee 
from the Parliament of Ireland, whofe counfel was 
entirely followed in whatfoever concerned that king- 
dom; 
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dom ; and who, no doubt, might have fome profpeft 
of the rebellion that ftiortly after broke out, which> 
could hardly have taken effeft, if that body of men 
had been removed out of the kingdom, according to 
the King's diredlion. But of that more in its place. 

As foon as the King begun his journey for Scot- 
land, all orders, and what elfe was neceffary, were 
difpatched for the diibanding; and a refolution taken, 
" to fend a committee of Lords and Commons to at- 
^^ tend his Majefty (that is, to be a fpy upon him) in 
^* Scotland, and to be prefent when the aft of paci- 
*^ fication fhould be tranfafted in that Parliament, 
^^ and to preferve the good intercourfe and corrc- 
^^ fpondence which was begun between, the two na- 
" tions :" but in fruth, to lay the fcenc how the next 
year ihould be fpent; and to befpeak new laws for 
this kingdom, by the copies of what fhould be con-p 
fented to for that. 

In this' errand two Lords, and four of the Com- 
mons, were appointed ta go ; but for the two Lords, 
the Lord Howard of Efcrick ferved the turn ; who 
was ready to be governed by Mr. Fiennes, and Mr. 
Hambden, who, together with Sir William Armyn, 
made up the committee. Which being difpatched, 
they thought it time to breathe a little, and to vifit 
their countries, for whom they had done fuch notable 
fcrvice : and fo, towards the latter end of Auguft 
(having firft conftituted a committee to fit during the 
recefs for the difpatch of any important occurrences, 
and qualifying them with power they could not de- 
pute ; fuch a committee, and fuch a qualification, 
having nev^r before been heard of in Parliaments) 
both Houfes adjourned themfelves till the middle of 
Odlober following, by which time they prefumed the 

pf3 King 
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King would be returned from Scotland ; having, 
from the time that they were firft convened^ which 
was about nine months, (longer time than ever Parlia- 
ments had before continued together in one feffion), 
befides all the extraordinary afts of blood and power. 
The aas procurcd the King's aflent to thefe following import- 
une bcgln-^ ant laws ; by fome of which, the kingdom might 
5i"ijamcnt!^3,ve reccived ample benefit and advantage. 
An aa for « A bill for triennial Parliaments :" which took up 
Parlia- a long debate ; there being many claufes, in cafe the 
* Crown ihould omit the fending out of writs, deroga- 
tory to majefty, and letting the reins too loofe to the 
people : yet, lince it was evident, that great incon- 
veniences had befallen the kingdom by the long in- 
termiffion of thofe conventions ; ani that that inter- 
miflion could not have happened, if there had not 
been fome negleft of what had been fettled by former 
laws ; therefore there was fome colour of reafon for 
thofe claufes, by which the Crown could in no cafe 
fufFer, but by its own default. At laft it found an 
cafy paflage through both Houfes ; and by his Ma- 
jefty'(who was fatisfied that fuch a frequency of 
meeting with his people, as once in three years, might 
be more convenient than prejudicial to his fervice ; 
and believed, that, by his confenting to this a<ft, the 
proceedings in the Parliament would be more mode- 
rate) it had a favourable reception, and was enabled 
by him the next day after it had pafled both Houfes. 
An aa for <^ An adk for the taking away the High Commiilion 
alriy^thc ^^ Court :'* which comprehended much more than was 
miffion^"' generally intended. That jurifdi<Stion was erected by 
^*^* a ftatute in the firft year of Queen Elizabeth, inftead 
of a larger power which had been exercifed under the 
Pope'a authority, then aboliihed; and, whilft it was 

exer- 
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cxercifed with moderation, was an excellent means to 
vindicate and preferve the dignity and peace of the 
Church : though, from the beginning, it was mur- 
mured againft by the non-conformable party of the 
kingdom. 

But of kte, it cannot be denied, that, by the great 
power of fome Bilhops at Court, it had much over- 
flowed the bank* which Ihould have contained it ; 
not only in meddling with things that in truth were 
not properly within their connufance ; but extending 
their fentences and judgments, in matters tryable be- 
fore them, beyond that degree that was juftifiable ; 
and grew to have fo great a contempt of the common 
law; and the profeflbrs of it, (which was a fatal un- 
ikilfiilnefs in the Bifhops, who could never have fuf- 
fered whilft the common law had been preferved), 
that prohibitions from the fupreme courts of law, 
which have, and muft have, the fuperintendency over 
all inferior courts, were not only neglecfted, but the 
judges reprehended for granting them, (which with- 
out perjury they could not deny), and the lawyers 
difcountenanced for moving for them, (which they 
were obliged in duty to do) ; fo that thereby the 
Clergy made almoft a whole profeflion, if not their 
enemies, yet very undevoted to them. 

Then, it was grown from an eccleliaftical court, 
for the reformation of manners, to a court of reve- 
nue, and impofed great fines upon thofe who were 
culpable before them ; fometimes above the degree of 
the offence, had the jurifdidlion of fining been un- 
queftionable : which it was not. Which courfe of 
fining was much more frequent, and the fines heavier, 
after the King had granted all that revenue (what-: 
foever it ihould prove to be) to be employed for the 
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reparation of St. Paul's Church; which, though it 
were a glorious work, and worthy the piety of thofc 
who advanced it, and the greatnefs of his mind who 
principally intended it, made the grievance the hea- 
vier. 

By thefe means (befides the conflux and influence 
of that part of the Clergy then in town, which had 
formerly been obnoxious, and fupprefled by the Bi- 
fhops : which I do not mention as any piece of their 
exorbitancy ; for I do not know that ever any inno- 
cent Clergyman fufFered by any ecclefiaflrical cenfure ; 
though, it may be, the guilty were more feverely pro- 
ceeded againfl:, and with lefs politic circumftances, 
than the nature of that time required) that court had 
very few friends ; and having many enemies, the pro- 
pofition for abolifhing it was eafily hearkened to ; of 
which the violent party readily taking notice, they 
who prepared the bill inferted claufes, that not only 
took away the High Commiffion Court, which was 
intended, but, upon the matter, the whole eccle- 
iiaftical jurifdiAion ; and, under pretence of reform- 
ing the great abufes by the oath ex officio^ and ex- 
communication, deftroyed and cancelled all coercive 
power whatfoever in thofe courts, which was never 
intended ; yet, in that hurry, it made a progrefs 
through both Houfes, and attended the royal aflent. 
But, when his Majefty underilood the extent thereof, 
and how far the body of the bilLexceeded the title ; 
and that, inilead of reformation, it was opening a 
door to the moil fcandalous offences, and leaving 
adultery and inceft as unpuniihable, as any other ads 
of good fellowfhip ; he made a paufe in the confent- 
ing to it, till both Houfes might review whether the 
remedy were proportionable to the difeafe. 

Imme- 
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Immediately the fire was kindled againft the Bi- 
shops, as the only obftacles to any reformation ; with 
fome paffionate inlinuationSi " that, fincc they op- 
" pofed a due regulation of their power, there would 
" be no way but to cut them oflF root and branch/* 
And thereupon fome Biihops themfelves were again 
made inftruments ; and others, who pretended to take 
care of the Church, perfuaded the King, *^ for the 
" Biihops' fake, to confirm that bill :'• whilft the de* 
figners were much pleafed to find that logic prevail ; 
little doubting, but when they had taken away their 
jurifdidion in the Church, by tliat bill, and their 
dignity in the State, by removing them out of the 
Houfe of Peers, they fhould find it no hard matter to 
abolifh their names and titles out of the kingdom ; and 
to enjoy the goodly land and revenues, which could 
only make the reformation perfeft and complete. And 
in this manner that law was enad^ed. 

*^ A bill for taking away the Star-Chamber Court/* An aa foe 
The progrefs of which bill was this. The exorbi-l^y^thc 
tances of this court had been fuch (as hath been^^J][;„^ 
before touched) that there were very few perfons of ^**" * 
quality who had not fufFered, or been perplexed, by 
the weight or fear of thofe cenfures and judgments. 
For, having extended their jurifdiftion from riots, 
perjury, and the moft notorious mifdemeanors, to an 
afferting all proclamations, and orders of State ; to the 
vindicating illegal commiflions, and grants of mono- 
polies, (all which were the chief ground-works of their 
late proceedings), no man could hope to be longer 
free from the inquifition of that court, than he re- 
folved to fubmit to thofe, and the like extraordinary 
courfes. And therefore there was an entire incli- 
nation to limit and regulate the proceedings of that 
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court : to which purpofe, % bill was brought in, and 
twice read, and, according to cuftom, committed. 
It being returned after by the committee, and the 
amendments read ; it was fuddenly fuggefted, (by a 
perfon not at all inclined to confufion, or to the vio- 
lent party that intended that confufion), " that the 
^* remedies provided by that bill were not proportion- 
*^ able to the difeafes ; that the ufurpations of that 
** court were not lefs in the forms of their procecd- 
*' ings, than in the matter upon which they proceed- 
" ed ; infomuch that the courfe of the court (which 
•* is the rule of their judging) was fo much corrupted, 
" that the grievance was as much thereby, in thofe 
" cafes of which they had a proper connufance, as it 
" was by their excefs in holding pleas of that, in 
^^ which, in truth, they had no jurifdiftion : and 
" therefore he conceived, the proper and moil natural 
*' cure for that mifchief would be, utterly to abolifli 
" that court, which it was very difficult, if not im- 
" poffible, to regulate ; and, in place thereof, to ereft 
" and eftablilh fuch a jurifdicftion as might be thought 
" neceflary." Hereupon, the fame bill was re-com- 
mitted, with diredion, " fo far to alter the frame of 
** it, as might ferve utterly to take away and aboliih 
" that court :" which was accordingly done ; and 
again brought to the Houfe, and engroffed, and fent 
up to the lx)rds. So that important bill was never 
read but once in the Houfe of Commons, and was 
never committed ; which, I believe, was never before 
heard of in Parliament. 

It could not meet with any oppofition in the Houfe 
of Peers : all who had been, judges there having their 
feveral judgments hanging like meteors over their 
heads ; and the reft, being either grieved, or frighted 
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by it : and fo, being brought to his Majefty, received 
his royal aflcnt. 

Thus fell that high court, a great branch of the 
prerogative ; having rather been extended and con- 
firmed, than founded, by the ftatute of the tenth year 
of King Henry the Seventh : for, no doubt, it had 
both a being and a jiu:ifdi6tion before that time| 
though vulgarly it received date from thence ; and» 
whilft it was gravely and moderately governed, was 
an excellent expedient to preferve the dignity of the 
King, the honour of his council, and the peace and 
fecurity of the kingdom. But the taking it away 
was an a6l very popular ; which, it may be, was not 
then niore politic, than the reviving it may be thought 
hereafter, when the prefent diftempers fhall be ex- 
pired, 

" An aft for the certainty of the meets, bounds, An aSfof 
•* and limits of all the forefts in England :^' which ty of mccts^ 
was a great benefit and eafe to the people ; who had and"iimit8 
been fo immoderately vexed by the Juftice in Eyre's °^^°*^*^* 
feat, (exercifed with great rigour by the Earl of Hol- 
land, and revived by Mr. Noy, when he was Attorney 
General), that few men could aflure themfelves their 
eftates and houfes might not be brought within the 
jurifdidlion of fome foreft ; the which if they were, it 
coft them great fines : and therefore, to eafe them of 
their future fears, the King departed with his own 
unqueftionable right (which would, a year before, 
have been purchafed at the price of at leaft two hun- 
dred thoufand pounds) without any murmur. 

" An aft, that no Clerk of the Market of his Ma-Anaa,ii- 
" jefty's Houfe (hould execute his office in any part office of 
" of the kingdom, but only within the verge of the Market of * 
" Court : and Uie execution of that ofiice granted tojJS^^*' 
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'* Mayors and Bailiffs of towns corporate ; and to 
** the Lords of liberties and franchifes, and to their 
" Deputies." By which, the people through England 
were freed from many petty vexations and extortions, 
which the deputies and agents for that office (who 
commonly farmed the perquifites of it, within feveral 
limits) exercifed over them. And let no man fay, 
that this was but an aft of juflice, for the redrefs of 
vifible mifdemeanors which his own officers were 
guilty of; and that his Majefly parted with nothing 
of profit to himfelf, by that aft : for the mifdemean- 
ors of any office may be prevented, and punifhed, 
and redrefTed, without the taking away, or fupprefT- 
ing, the office itfelf ; which is an inftance of power, 
and prerogative. And the other was ufed as an argu- 
ment heretofore (which few men have fince approved) 
for the paffing away mofl: of the old rents of the 
Crown, " that they yielded little profit to the Crown, 
*^ being always fwallowed by the many officers incum- 
" bent upon that fervice ;" without confidering, that 
even tliofc many officers are of the efTential honour 
and greatnefs of princes. But, as that computation 
was very erroneous in point of thrift, fo it is much 
more fcandalous in point of power; and he, that 
thinks the King gives away nothing that is worth the 
keeping, when he fufFers an office, which keeps and 
maintains many officers, to be abolifhed and taken 
away, does not confider, that fo much of his train is 
abated, and that he is lefs fpokefi of, and confe- 
quently lefs efleemed, in thofe places where that power 
formerly extended ; nor obferves, how private men 
value themfelves upon thofe lefTer franchifes and roy- 
alties, which efpecially keep up the power, diflinftion, 
and degrees of men. 

"An 
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*^ An aft for the prevention of vexatious proceed- An aa for 
" ings touching the order of Knighthood :" by vcx^bu" 
which, to expiate the trefpaflcs which had been lately fnj^^^ouch- 
committed by the rigorous circumftances of proceed- jjjs the or- 
ing upon that claim, the King parted with, and re- Kuight- 
leafed to his people, a right and duty, as unqueftion- 
ably due to him by the law, as any fervice he can lay 
claim to ; and fuch, as the fubjedl received the dif- 
charge of it, as a lingular benefit and advantage. 

" An a6l for the free making falt-petre and gun- An aa for 
^' powder within the kingdom :*' which was a part of roaumg 
the prerogative ; and not only confiderable, as it re- [^d ^^ 
ftrained that precious and dangerous commodity fromP®^^«:. 
vulgar hands ; but, as m truth it brought a coniider- kingdom; 
able revenue to the Crown ; and more to thofe, whom 
the Crown gratified and obliged by that licence. The 
pretence for this exemption was, " the unjuftifiable 
** proceedings of thofe (or of inferior perfons quali- 
•^ fied by them) who had been trufted in that em- 
" ployment ;" by whom, it cannot be denied, many 
men fufFered : but the true reafon was, that thereby 
they might be fure to have in readinefs a good ftock 
in that commodity, againit the time their occalions 
ihould call upon them. 

^* An aft againft divers encroachments and op- An aa 
** preffions in the Stannery Courts :" the logic of vS" n- ** 
which aA extended itfelf to all inferior courts, and"^*^^^ 
manner of proceedings throughout the kingdom ; ???'««»<>« 
though the full meafure of that benefit feemed to be stannwy 
poured out upon the two counties of Cornwall and * 
Devonfliire ; the people whereof had been fo much 
opprefled by the jurifdidlion of that court, (fupport- 
ed and extended with great paflion and fury by the 
Earl of Pembroke, the Lord Warden of thofe Stan- 

neries). 
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ncries), that both prohibitions, and Habeas Corpus's 
from the King*s Bench, had been difobeyed and neg- 
ledled ; not without «fome perfonal affront, and re- 
proach to all the Judges of that court : and therefore, 
it could not but be great eafe of heart to thofe parts, 
to be freed from the exorbitancy of that oppreflion. 
An ift «' An a<5l, whereby all the proceedings in the bu- 

^\^ ^* iinefs of Ship-money were adjudged void, and dif- 
»oney. g^ annulled ; and the judgments, enrollments, and 
<' entries thereupon, vacated and cancelled :" which 
(how juft and neceflary foever) was a frank departure 
. from a right, vindicated by a judgment in the Ex- 
chequer-Chamber, before all the Judges in England ; 
and therefore deferved a juft acknowledgment ; be- 
sides that, fome claufes in that ftatute aflert the fub- 
jeft's liberty and property, beyond what was done by 
the Petition of Right; which needed an additional 
eftablifhment. 

Thefe adts of Parliament, finifhed and enadled in . 
the time we fpeak of j beiides the quitting the long 
iifed right of laying impoiitions upon foreign trade, 
in the preamble of the bill for tonnage and pound- 
age ; and befides that fatal bill for the continuance 
of this Parliament 5 will be acknowledged, by an in- 
corrupted pofterity, to be everlafting monuments of 
the King's princely and fatherly afFedlion to his peo- 
ple ; and fuch an obligation of repofe and truft from 
his Majefty in the hearts of his fubjefts, that no ex- 
preffions of piety, duty, and confidence, from them, 
could have been more than a fuflicient return on their 
parts : which, how they performed, is to follow in the 
next place. 

THE END OP THE THIRD BOOK. 
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